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• Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the Church gets ready to celebrate the coming of 

Christ in his incarnation, and also looks ahead to his final advent as judge at the end of time. 

 In the northern hemisphere, the Advent season falls at the darkest time of the year, and the lighting of 

candles on an Advent wreath which was imported into Britain from northern Europe in the nineteenth 

century, is now a common practice. The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – have been 

traditional themes for Advent meditation. 

 

• Advent Sunday is by tradition our “Gift Day” when we invite those who belong to the church family to review 

their giving. If you would like to make a donation, increase your commitment or have any queries, please 

speak to Val Adams the treasurer or Ray Lewney our churchwarden.  

 

• Could you sum up 2020 in one word? The Oxford English Dictionary compilers couldn’t, so instead of one 

“word of the year”, they’ve included several. Most frequently used have been those relating to the 

pandemic but perhaps like many others you’ve discovered “Zoom” or been part of a “Bubble”. And you’ve 

probably talked less about “Brexit” than in previous years. Without a doubt, however, the word on 

everyone’s lips this week is “Vaccine” and for that we are very thankful.  

 

• How do questions about identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage fit within the 
bigger picture of the good news of Jesus Christ? What does it mean to live in love and 
faith together as a Church? 
The Church of England’s “Living in Love and Faith” teaching and learning 
resources, exploring questions of human identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage, 

have been published this month and they provide an opportunity for the whole Church to learn together during 
2021, and contribute to the Bishops’ discernment of a way forward in relation to these questions. 
There’s a 480-page book, a course for discussion groups, a series of films and podcasts and an online library of other 
publications in what is thought to be the most extensive work in this area by any faith group in the world. You can 
read more on the C of E’s website – look for “Living in love and Faith” under “Resources”- and you can access the 
materials on the LLF learning hub. 
  
 

• Phil and Elizabeth Snow were recently presented with vouchers and flowers as a 
“Thank You” for all the work done on the “Toilet Project” at St. Mary’s. (The medal 
is not gold – it’s made of chocolate).  

 
 
 

• Save the date: For those who would like to join in and have a good sing of the 

familiar carols at home, the Royal School of Church Music is broadcasting its  
 “Big Christmas Carol Service” on 12th December at 6.00pm on YouTube.  The link is: 
https://www.rscmshop.com/features/big-christmas-carol-service   

 

  



Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Having looked at the lectionary readings and being surprised at their relevance 
to this time of year, I found myself looking at what the word and the season of Advent actually mean. Most people 
know that Advent focuses us on expectation and the birth of Christ in the season leading up to Christmas. 
 
 However, this is only part of the story. The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,”. 
During the 4th and 5th centuries, Advent was considered to be a season of preparation. They prepared themselves for 
the baptism of new Christians at the feast of Epiphany in January, for other celebrations such as the Magi’s visit to 
the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at 
Cana (John 2:1). During this time Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to prepare 
themselves. They wanted to be clean and ready to celebrate without guilt or sin. 
 
Around the 6th century, Advent became linked to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they had in mind was not as 
a baby in Bethlehem, it was his second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It wasn’t until the Middle Ages 
that the Advent season became linked as it is today to Christ’s first coming as a baby at Christmas.  
 
Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas; it symbolizes not only the birth of Jesus 
but also God’s people waiting for the return of Christ. The church today is in a similar situation to Israel at the end of 
the Old Testament, waiting, hoping and praying for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back to God leading 
them out of Egypt. In the same way, we the church, during Advent, look back upon the birth of Christ in celebration 
while at the same time looking forward to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when he returns for his people.   
 
As we enter this time of Advent please allow me to encourage you to pray and reflect on the past, let us remember 
what Jesus has done for us in His birth, His death and His resurrection. Let us celebrate the present and the blessings 
that we all have in our lives today. But can I also encourage you to celebrate, rejoice and prepare your hearts for the 
future and the time when Christ will return for us, His church. Amen. DOREEN ENGLISH 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here                             
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 
 
Readings for this Sunday: Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80:1-8,18-20. I Cor 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37 

 

• Please pray this week for Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson as she recovers from surgery, 
 Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sergeant, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, 
 Geoff & Linda Foster, Margaret Bailey, Margaret Farr, Kay Bickerton and the Goacher family. 
 

• As we continue to remember Pat Barley in our prayers, her family report that she is reasonably well and 
being cared for at home.  She very much appreciates people’s kind thoughts and good wishes. 
 

• We’re pleased to hear that Margaret Farr is now home after a spell in hospital.  
 

• Special birthday wishes to George Edwards who will be 90 on December 3rd.  
 

• Thanks to David Harman for this week’s intercessions.  
 

 
       

 

 



MORNING WORSHIP FOR ADVENT SUNDAY  
“Restore us, O Lord God Almighty; 
Make your face shine upon us, that we may be 
saved.” 
  
Confession: Lord Jesus, you came to gather the 
nations into the peace of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
You come in word and sacrament 
to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You will come in glory  
with salvation for your people: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Creed:  Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
We believe in God the Father, 
who created all things: 
All   for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
All   for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
All   the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
Amen. 
 
Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, 
now in this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility; that on the last day, 
when he shall come in his glorious majesty to judge 
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen 
 
OUR FATHER .. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you promised 
through your Son Jesus Christ to hear us when we 
pray in faith: 
 
 
 

Strengthen Michael and Matthew our Bishops and all 
your Church in the service of Christ, that those who 
confess your name may be united in truth, live 
together in love and reveal your glory in the world.  
 
 We pray for our Parish during this unusual time and 
we give thanks that you have provided the people and 
skills we have needed to respond positively to the 
lockdown. Lord in Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer.                                                                                                                                  
 
Bless and guide Elizabeth our Queen, give wisdom to 
all in authority and direct this and every nation in the 
ways of justice and peace, that we may honour one 
another and seek the common good.    
                                                                                                                                                                 
We remember in our prayers all those in the NHS and 
the nation’s Care Homes caring for the sick and 
vulnerable and we give thanks for the skill and 
dedication of all those working to develop, 
manufacture and administer the vaccines which will 
protect us from Covid 19.  We also give thanks for the 
broadcasting services which keep us informed about 
what we should do to keep safe at this time....                                                                                                                         
Lord in Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer 
 
Give grace to us, our families and friends and to all 
our neighbours that we may serve Christ in one 
another and love as he loves us.                                                                                                                                                                                 
May our love and care for all whom we contact, bear 
true witness to your love for all mankind....                                         
Lord in your Mercy, Hear our Prayer 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind 
or spirit – and we lift to you all those who mourn, 
those listed elsewhere in this Newsletter who seek 
our prayers and all those whom we know who need 
our prayers at this time....... give them and their 
families courage and hope in their troubles and bring 
them the joy of your salvation....                                                                                 
Lord in Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer   
  
We pray for our Gift Day as we remember St Paul’s 
prayer for the Christians in Corinth – “Just as you excel 
in all things – in faith, speech, knowledge – so we 
want you to excel also in this grace of giving”.                                               
Heavenly Father, may your love so fill our lives that 
we may count nothing too small to do for you, 
nothing too much to give to you and nothing too 
much to bear for you, in the name and faith of your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 
Merciful Father                                                                                                                                                                            
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen  
 
THE GRACE. 
 


