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“If you’re not in the habit of praying, it might just be time to have a go”. 
This was the message from the Bishop of Kensington last weekend. 

“Prayer is a deep human instinct”, he writes, “Prayer is an expression of our inability to solve every problem on our 
own. It is a cry for help. It is an admission that we are not in control.” 

A recent survey found that half of all adults in the UK pray – it’s a common practice. Millions of people believe that 
prayer makes a difference. 

“Christians pray”, continues the bishop,  “not only because it brings peace of mind but because we believe that, in 
ways beyond our capacity to understand or predict, our prayers, along with our scientific exploration, our physical 
work and small acts of compassion and care for each other, all play a part in moving this world in the direction of 

what is good.” 
Church leaders have issued a call to make this month of national lockdown a time for prayer and for people to stop 

and offer a prayer at 6pm every day. 

 
             

LATEST NEWSLETTER FROM OUR LOCAL FOODBANK: 

Chairman of trustees Rev Simon Boxall said: “We 
expect the winter period to be particularly hard as 
the effects of the coronavirus pandemic continue to 
be felt. We are extremely grateful to our volunteers, 
and the positive changes they are helping to bring 
about for clients, and thankful, as always, for those 
who go out of their way to donate to the foodbank. 
Our focus now is to make sure that support is 
passed on to the people who need it most. The 
community can support us simply by spreading the 
message that help is available. Keep a note of our 
number, put a poster up in your workplace, share 
the details on social media. The information could 

        come just at the right time.”    

Anyone in need of food can call 0808 208 2138 for free. 
 

• The announcement from Pfizer and its partner BioNTech this week that their vaccine has been 90% 
successful in trials, was hailed by scientists as a significant breakthrough in the fight against coronavirus. It’s 
encouraging news and provides some much-needed hope in a dark time.  

 
• If you need distraction in the lockdown you might like to try some of the Open 

University’s offerings. “OpenLearn” provides activities, articles, TV programmes 
and over 1000 free short courses, available to anyone who can access the internet. 
There are 3 levels of study and you can brush up your languages, learn about 
poetry and art, become a money saving expert or learn about cybersecurity. There’s something for 
everyone. https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue 
 

• Advent Sunday falls on November 29 and as in previous years, this will be our Annual Gift Day. Church 
members will be receiving letters outlining our financial position and explaining ways to contribute. 
 

• Good news from the Trillo household - David has just graduated from Newcastle University gaining a merit in 
his Master’s degree. He studied International Political Economy and is now looking for any suitable role! 

  



Matthew 25:14-30 
For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the 
two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 
master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five 
talents; here I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two 
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You 
wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then 
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 
with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will 
more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
 
As Jesus sits with his disciples on the Mount of Olives they ask him when his second coming will be and what it will 
be like in the last days. He tells them this well-known parable of the talents to teach them and 
us what will happen to prepare them for the last days. Jesus tells the story that it will be like a 
man going on a journey who gives portions of his estate to his three servants, who each make 
choices regarding what to do with the master’s money. They do this with the knowledge that 
someday on his return they will give an account of their management. After a long time, the 
Master returns and the accounts are settled.  
What does this parable tell us about living our lives today as we await his coming? Jesus tells us 
something important at the beginning of the story that we have each been entrusted with, ‘property,’. Everything 
that we have is given by God. So, do we see ourselves as stewards or owners of that property?  How we answer will 
make all the difference to the choices that we make in life. If we are stewards then we live for the day we will return 
the Master’s goods to him. If we are owners then we believe that our possessions, our abilities and our lives are ours 
to spend in any way we please and just live for ourselves. It is interesting to see that each of the servants is given a 
different amount to take care of. But on the master’s return, each of the two servants are rewarded equally with, 
‘well done, good and trustworthy servants … enter into the joy of your master’. It is on the master’s return that we 
too will be called to give an account regarding our faithfulness with his gifts.   
So, what can we learn from the third servant’s response to his master’s return? Sadly, he has a complete 
misperception of the character of his master and as a result fails to make the right choices with what was entrusted 
to him. He believes him to be harsh and an unrelenting taskmaster. Our view of God will determine the everyday 
choices we make now to prepare for his return. If we look eagerly to the return of Jesus, we will find the freedom to 
live with confidence now.  When he finally returns, he will look for those to whom he can extend the invitation 
‘come and share in my happiness’. Amen.  
 
Other readings: Zephaniah 1:7,12-18; Psalm 90:1-8,12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

 

• Please pray this week for Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, 

Dot Sargent, Pat Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Geoff & Linda Foster, Margaret Bailey, 

Margaret Farr, Kay Bickerton and the Goacher family as they mourn the loss of Jonquil’s father 

Gordon Lambert. We remember chaplains in care homes and hospitals, and all those offering support to 

patients and relatives. 

 

• The Church of England Daily Hope Line (0800 804 8044) is updated for November and has reflections for 

each day of the week along with a daily service, message from the archbishop, hymns and even chair 

exercises to help seniors keep fit during lockdown.  

 



WORSHIP FOR 2nd SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
Call upon him while he is near. 
 
Confession: Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided 
your call. Our love for you is like a morning cloud, like 
the dew that goes away early. Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; bind up our wounds and 
revive us; in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to 
save sinners, bring us his pardon and peace, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Intercession: 
Let us call upon the Lord for he is near. 
In today’s second reading (1 Thessalonians 5.1-11) we 
are told to encourage one another and build each other 
up. During this second lockdown Archbishop Justin has 
encouraged us to pray and to be encouraged by prayer.  
He reminds us that prayer is a gift that God gives to all 
and that God loves us and hears us.  
 
Father, we believe that prayer changes things when we 
invite you in. Encourage us to pray, free from 
distractions and to build each other up at this difficult 
time. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Father we allow ourselves to be divided over so many 
things, what to do when faced with covid-19, being 
caught up in the polarisation of the US presidential 
elections, Brexit. We pray that all movements towards 
unity may prosper, that divisions and conflict may cease 
and that the world may find the lasting peace and unity 
that comes from faith and trust in you. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Today’s gospel reading (Matthew 25.14-30) shows us 
that when Christ went away, he left his valuables with 
us, and he wanted us to use them. Through your grace 
we all have valuable gifts that we can use to help build 
people up. Help us to recognise these gifts and to use 
them, because our faith calls us to love the poor and 
vulnerable with our actions. We can only do so much, 
but there are some things that, by your grace, only we 
can do. We pray for your encouragement as your 
church in this parish continues to provide food for our 
nearest foodbank and for your encouragement to use 
the talents you have given to each one of us. 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who are suffering due to illness and 
those whose earthly lives are drawing to a close. In this 
moment of quiet we pray for people whose names are 
listed in this Newsletter and for others, known to us. 
Heavenly Father bring us at last to your holy presence 
where we shall behold your glory and possess your 
promised joys. 
 
Merciful Father  
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Collect 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to 
destroy the works of the devil and to make us the 
children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, 
having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is 
pure; that when he shall appear in power and great 
glory we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father … 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Frank Mugglestone for 
this week’s prayers.  
 
 


