
Sunday, 29th November 2020 
The First Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 

 
Collect and readings for 

the First Sunday of Advent 
 

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us 
in great humility, 

that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal, 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit; 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Reading (Isaiah 64:1-9) 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages 
past no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who works for those who wait for him. 
 You meet those who gladly do right, 
    those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
    because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
    or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
    and do not remember iniquity forever. 
    Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
 
 
 



New Testament Reading (1 Corinthians1:3-9) 
  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that has been given you in Christ Jesus,  for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—  just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful; 
by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Gospel Reading (Mark 13:24-end)  
 “But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory.  Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from 
the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.  So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you 
do not know when the time will come.  It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch.  Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn,  or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Reflection for the 
First Sunday Of Advent 

Sarah Cottrill 
 
Lectio Divina is a method of prayerfully reading Scripture which I first 
encountered during my training for ordination. Since then I have 
participated in it several times, and those of you who attended the 
Pilgrim Course a few years ago may remember that it was used 
extensively in that course. For those who have never come across it, 
Lectio Divina encourages you to read a passage of Scripture through 
two or three times, aloud and very slowly, noticing any verses or words 
that particularly “jump out at you.” Having identified these, time is 
then spent exploring what it was about those words or verses which 
made them significant. This can be done individually or in a group. 
I tell you this because when I started to look at today’s readings, I 
found myself quite unintentionally at first, and then deliberately, 
reading Isaiah a la Lectio Divina and then continued to do so with the 
other two readings. In each reading, verses suggested themselves for 
deeper consideration but when I’d finished, I was unable to forge a link 
from which to construct a coherent sermon. Nonetheless, I felt that 
these verses and my reflections on them were what I wanted to share 
with you this week. What follows, therefore, is not a sermon in the 
usual sense, but a series of reflections which I hope you’ll find useful 
and may even encourage you to try Lectio Divina for yourselves. 
 
In our first reading, Isaiah 64: 1-9, the following verses struck me as 
being particularly significant: 
V1: O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that 
the mountains would quake at your presence. 
 This struck me as an incredibly dramatic image and a potentially very 
frightening one.  
Mountains quaking is not generally a sought - after phenomenon, but 
one which brings destruction, terror and death. Here, though, the 
prophet sees it as a sign of the coming of God – an event  for which he 
longs. As we enter the season of Advent, we prepare to welcome God’s 



coming amongst us as a baby, but we also look to his second coming in 
judgement and glory; a time when the heavens will be torn open and 
mountains will quake. Will we welcome such a time joyfully, or turn 
from it in guilt and fear? 
 
V5b: But you were angry and we sinned; 
Because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
Here the Israelites seem to me to be voicing the familiar, children’s cry 
of it’s not my fault!  They seem to be claiming that they only sinned 
because God was angry and transgressed because he absented himself 
from them. Surely though, the reality was the exact opposite; it was 
because they sinned that God was angry with them and because of 
their transgressions that God hid himself from them. Yet in blaming 
God for their wrongdoing, the Israelites are not so very different from 
modern humanity. When disasters and tragedies strike, it is so much 
easier to blame God, to ask why he did it or allowed it to happen, than 
to ask ourselves what in our conduct, habits or  attitudes contributed 
to the event? I’m not saying that all tragedies and disasters are of our 
own making; of course they’re not. But I am saying that for some- 
especially those resulting from mismanagement of natural resources – 
we need to look at our own culpability before we blame God. 
 
V8: Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; and V9: Now consider, we are all 
your people. 
 I put these two verses together because in them, the Israelites claim 
kinship with God and ask him to take it into consideration in his 
dealings with them. Have they really come to a point of repentance, or 
are they now currying favour as they try to avoid what they know to be 
their just deserts? And to what extent are we too guilty of this sort of 
behaviour – in our dealings with each other and with God? 
 
Moving to our second reading from 1 Corinthians 1,3-9 I selected these 
verses: 
 

V3 -4:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus,  
What a beautiful way to greet people and what a lovely sentiment to 
cherish towards them. I suppose it would raise a few eyebrows if 
instead of “hello” or “All right?” we used Paul’s form of greeting but I 
am convinced that the world would be a better, safer place if that 
sentiment was behind all our dealings with other people. And what 
harm could it do if we told people, occasionally, that we thanked God 
for them? “You think you’re God’s gift” is used as an insult but in fact 
it’s true – we are all of us God’s gift to the world and every now and 
then we would do well to remember that and to give thanks for each 
other – and tell each other that we do so! 
 
V9: God is faithful 
When life is tough and unfair, it can be hard to remember and believe 
that God is faithful – but he really is. Nowhere does God promise us 
that life will always be easy, comfortable and happy. What he does 
promise us, repeatedly, is that he will never leave us. No matter how 
difficult, sad or challenging our circumstances are, we do not face them 
alone because our faithful God is with us through them all. 
 
Finally, I turned my attention to the Gospel and was struck by the fact 
that in the five verses between 33 and 37 we are urged three times to 
stay awake or alert.  
Morning Prayer for Advent concludes with the prayer: May the Lord, 
when he comes, find us watching and waiting  
and reflecting on this, I thought of a painting by Zsofia Otvos entitled 
Visitors. Some of you may remember that I’ve referred to this painting 
in the past. If you’re interested you can find it on the internet, but it 
shows a lady looking out of a window. She appears to be eagerly 
watching for somebody, poised to run and greet them as soon as they 
are spotted. I wonder if this reflects the way in which we await the 
Lord’s coming? Will he find us eager and ready – keeping alert and 
awake – or will he find us “resting on our laurels” unprepared and idle?  



The fact that Jesus issues his warning of the need for watchfulness so 
often in such a short a time makes it clear that this is not an optional 
suggestion but an imperative command – and one which we ignore at 
our very great peril. 
 
I encourage you all to experiment with the practice of Lectio Divina and 
as you do so, may you receive grace and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Jeremy Cole 
It is with great sadness that I have to tell you that John and Glenis 
Cole’s son Jeremy died last Sunday. 
John and Glenis have asked me to pass on their thanks for the kindness 
they’ve been shown and ask for continued prayers, particularly for 
their daughter Louise. 
 
 
 

Contacts 
 
During the period while services are not being held and vulnerable 
groups are being asked to self-isolate, we realise that many people may 
find things difficult or lonely.  Please do feel free to contact the clergy, 
especially for pastoral or spiritual matters, but also for any other 
reason. In addition to the two stipendiary clergy, the retired clergy in 
our area are also happy to be contacted for support or advice. While 
routine pastoral visits are being strongly discouraged, a healthy 
member of the clergy will always be available to make urgent visits, so 
please do ask. 
 
 


