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THIS SEASON OF ADVENT 
In preparation for our celebration of 
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, during this 
period of Advent – this period of 
expectation of Jesus coming, we will 
reflect on: the Expectation of Hope, 
Preparation for Peace, Proclamation & 
Joy, Revelation & Peace, and finally 
God’s Promises Fulfilled.    
 
1ST CANDLE – EXPECTATION OF HOPE 
‘The day will come,’ says the Lord, 
‘when I will do for Israel and Judah all 
the good things I have promised them. 
“In those days and at that time 
    I will raise up a righteous 
descendant from King David’s line. 
    He will do what is just and right 
throughout the land. 
In that day Judah will be saved, 
    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 
And this will be its name: 
    The Lord Is Our Righteousness.” ’ 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

Today, we light the candle of 
Expectation and Hope. May it remind 
each and everyone one of us of God’s 
great promise to us - He is our hope, 
He is our Redeemer, and He is Saviour. 
 

Let us pray.  Father, during the Advent 
season may we be reminded of your 

promises to us and of your fulfilment 
of them in Jesus Christ.  Help us to 
prepare our lives for His Advent within 
us.  In His precious name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
You are the LORD, and do not change. 
Malachi 3:6 
 

God is light, and there is no darkness 
in him at all. 
1 John 1:5 
 

So…  fear God, and give glory to him. 
For the time has come when he will sit 
as judge.  Worship him who made the 
heavens, the earth, the sea, and all the 
springs of water. 
Revelation 14:7 

 
SONG – O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
From 12th to 13th Century Great O Antiphons, 

Translated John Neale 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 

O come, Thou, Dayspring from on high, 
And cause Thy light on us to rise. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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O come, O come, true prophet of the 
 Lord,  
And turn the key to heaven’s door. 
Be Thou our comforter and guide 
And lead us to the Father’s side. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 
Shall by His word our darkness dispel.  
 

O come, our great High Priest, and 
 intercede, 
Thy sacrifice, our only plea. 
The judgment we no longer fear, 
Thy precious blood has brought us 
 near. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 
Has banished every fear of hell. 
 

O Come, Thou King of nations bring 
An end to all our suffering. 
Bid every pain and sorrow cease, 
And reign now as our Prince of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Shall come again with us to dwell. 
 
CONFESSION – SAYING SORRY TO GOD 
The Lord leads with unfailing love and 
faithfulness all who keep his covenant 
and obey his commands.  Keep your 
promise, Lord, and forgive my sins, 
for they are many. 
Psalm 25:10-11 
 

Lord, sometimes I doubt whether you 
will ever come and bring justice on 
the earth. 
But you are God Almighty — King of 
kings and Lord of lords.  With you 
there is hope against hope, and a 
glorious future.  Forgive my lack of 
faith and hope. 
 

Lord, I have often grieved and 
blocked the Holy Spirit as he tries to 
work in me. 

But you are God Almighty on whom 
the seven-fold Spirit rests.  As I hope 
for your coming, forgive me and fill 
me anew. 
 

Lord, too often I have been on the 
wrong side.  I have accommodated 
the wicked and failed to give justice 
to the poor. 
Forgive me, and give me a heart to 
prepare for your coming, when you 
will bring relief to the poor and 
punish the wicked. 
 

Lord, I am often mindful and ignorant 
of you and your will. 
Forgive me that my heart is not in 
tune with yours.  Hasten the day 
when the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. Amen. 
 

You challenge us this Advent time 
This season of preparation 
To put aside our pride, 
And understand our need for: 
Repentance, 
Forgiveness, and 
Mercy; 
Less of self and 
More of you -  
All in preparation for our journey 
To the stable and beyond. 
Purify our hearts, and 
Sanctify our lives 
That we might serve you  
Faithfully this day, and all days.  Amen.  
 
COLLECT Common Worship 

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
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As our Saviour taught us so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
SONG - HE WILL HOLD ME FAST Ada Habershon,  

new words & music by Matt Merker 

When I fear my faith will fail, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
When the tempter would prevail, 
He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold through 
life's fearful path; 
For my love is often cold; 
He must hold me fast. 
 

He will hold me fast, 

He will hold me fast; 

For my Saviour loves me so, 

He will hold me fast. 
 

Those He saves are His delight, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
Precious in his holy sight, 
He will hold me fast. 
He'll not let my soul be lost; 
His promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, 
He will hold me fast. 
 

For my life He bled and died, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
Justice has been satisfied; 
He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, 

He will hold me fast 
'Till our faith is turned to sight, 
When He comes at last! 
 
UNLOCKING THE HOPE WE NEED  
For those who live in a land of deep 
darkness, a light will shine. 3 You will 
enlarge the nation of Israel, and its 
people will rejoice.  They will rejoice 
before you as people rejoice at the 
harvest and like warriors dividing the 
plunder.  4For you will break the yoke 
of their slavery and lift the heavy 
burden from their shoulders.  You will 
break the oppressor’s rod…  5 The 
boots of the warrior and the uniforms 
bloodstained by war will all be burned.  
They will be fuel for the fire. 
 

6 For a child is born to us, a son is given 
to us.  The government will rest on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called: 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His government and its peace will 
never end.  He will rule with fairness 
and justice from the throne of his 
ancestor David for all eternity.   
Isaiah 9:2-7 

…………………………………………………………… 
A Jewish priest named Zechariah… and 
his wife, Elizabeth… were righteous in 
God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the 
Lord’s commandments and 
regulations. 7 They had no children 
because Elizabeth was unable to 
conceive, and they were both very old. 
 

8 One day Zechariah was serving God in 
the Temple, for his order was on duty 
that week. 9 As was the custom of the 
priests, he was chosen by lot to enter 
the sanctuary of the Lord and burn 
incense. 10 While the incense was being 
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burned, a great crowd stood outside, 
praying. 
 

11 While Zechariah was in the 
sanctuary, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, standing to the right 
of the incense altar. 12 Zechariah was 
shaken and overwhelmed with fear 
when he saw him. 13 But the angel said, 
“Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has 
heard your prayer. Your wife, 
Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you 
are to name him John. 14 You will have 
great joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be 
great in the eyes of the Lord… He will 
prepare the people for the coming of 
the Lord.” 
Luke 1:5-17 

…………………………………………………………… 
1 The next day there was a wedding 
celebration in the village of Cana in 
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and 
Jesus and his disciples were also 
invited to the celebration. 3 The wine 
supply ran out during the festivities, so 
Jesus’ mother told him, “They have no 
more wine.” 
 

4 “Dear woman, that’s not our 
problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has 
not yet come.” 
 

5 But his mother told the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” 
 

6 Standing nearby were six stone water 
jars, used for Jewish ceremonial 
washing. Each could hold twenty to 
thirty gallons. 7 Jesus told the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” When the 
jars had been filled, 8 he said, “Now dip 
some out, and take it to the master of 
ceremonies.” So the servants followed 
his instructions. 
 

9 When the master of ceremonies 
tasted the water that was now wine, 
not knowing where it had come from 
(though, of course, the servants knew), 
he called the bridegroom over. 10 “A 
host always serves the best wine first,” 
he said. “Then, when everyone has 
had a lot to drink, he brings out the 
less expensive wine. But you have kept 
the best until now!” 
 

11 This miraculous sign at Cana in 
Galilee was the first time Jesus 
revealed his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him. 
John 2:1-11 

…………………………………………………………… 
Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 
1 Peter 1:3 

 
SONG – YOUR WORD 
Liv Chapman, Alanna Glover, Philip Percival 

Your word is good, it’s ever faithful 
Worth more than gold, the heart’s 
 delight 
Your word gives life to all who hear 
 and obey 
Your word endures forever 
 

Your word is true, it never changes 
It formed the earth; sustains it still 
Your word defends; providing refuge 
 and strength 
Your word endures forever 
 

Your word is a lamp unto my feet 

Your word is a light unto my path 

For your word is my hope, it’s my joy 

 and my song. 

Your word endures forever. 
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Your word transforms, it lifts the 
 humble 
Rebukes the proud, protects the poor. 
Your word discerns the mind and spirit 
 of all. 
Your word endures forever. 
Your word endures forever. 
 

Your word is more than just letters on 
 pages; 
it’s life and it’s love and it’s freedom 
 for us 
Your word is more than just wisdom of 
 ages;  
its treasures are endless, it’s always 
 enough 
Your word is more than just stories of 
 old; 
it’s the truth and the way and the story 
 of love 
Your word is more than just breath 
 into dust; 
it’s your Son, as a man, come to dwell 
 here with us. 
 
THE FAITH WE HOLD – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
 our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
 Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
SONG – MY DWELLING PLACE 
Getty, Minter, Eaton & Townend 

My dwelling place is God Most High. 
My refuge and my fortress. 
When plague and pestilence draw nigh 
I’m hidden in His Presence. 
When terrors fall and arrows fly 
His shield will be my safety. 
When stones across my pathway lie 
On angels’ wings I’m carried. 
 

My dwelling place is God Most High. 
A present help in danger. 
I rest secure in love’s pure light 
Beneath my Master’s favour. 
He freed me from the fowler’s snare 
Where sin and shame had bound me. 
Deceived I’d made my refuge there 
Till fearless He came for me. 
 

Wonderful, powerful, 

My hope and my defender. 

Mighty God, Emmanuel, 

My dwelling place forever. 
 

My dwelling place is God Most High. 
I’ll never seek another. 
For I am His and He is mine 
My heart He’ll keep forever. 
I know the Name on Whom I call. 
He promises to answer. 
With life He satisfies my soul 
And crowns me with His pleasure. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Father, we pray for those whose 
 hopes have come to nothing; 
for those who longed for life to be 
 full of joy, peace and contentment, 
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but have found themselves left 
 empty-handed; 
for those whose dreams have been 
 broken 
and whose expectations are tattered 
 shreds; 
for those whose joy in parenthood 

has been overwhelmed by 
disappointment and loss. 

May Jesus change the water of their 
 despair 
into his sweet wine of his delight. 
 

Father, we pray for those who 
 planned for nothing 
and that is what they have achieved; 
for those who aimed at nothing 
and are now frustrated by the 
 emptiness of their lives; 
for those who have wasted every 
 opportunity they have been given 
and those who have ruined the lives 
 of others with their foolishness. 
May Jesus change the water of their 
 pain 
with wine of his gentleness. 
 

Father, we pray for those who have 
 never appreciated the gift of life, 
the love of others 
and the responsibility you laid upon 
 us all 
to make full use of the gifts that you 
 give. 
May Jesus transform the water of 
 their emptiness 
with the wine of his joy. 
 

Father, we pray for those whose 
 lives have overflowed with joy and 
 peace; 
for those whose words and deeds 
 have reflected your love and your 
 compassion; 

for those whose gentleness and 
 loving care 
have given us hope, encouragement 
 and a sense of our own worth, 
May Jesus bless the water of their 
 caring 
with the sweet wine of his power 
 and his love. 
 

Father, we pray for those who hide 
 their pain and their fear, 
their hurts and their sadness, 
behind a mask of indifference, 
 hardness 
and a pretence of self-confidence. 
May Jesus heal the waters of their 
 brokenness 
with the wine of his blessing and 
 freedom. 
 

Father, we pray for those who are 
 empty, lost and afraid; 
for those who simply sit and watch 
 and wait; 
for those who are now left to sit and 
 stare 
and for those who sit in their care 
 home 
and watch and long for someone to 
 come; 
for those who have only their 
 memories 
and for those whose memories have 
 gone. 
May Jesus share the waters of their 
 pain 
with his promise of the wine of 
 eternal life. 
 

Father, we pray for those we know 
 by name who are in particular 
 need. 
We name them in our hearts: 
those who are ill in hospital, 
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those who are facing an operation 
 and are afraid, 
those who are dying, 
those who pour out their life caring 
 for others, 
those who are facing a time of stress – 
 at home, or at work, or with their 
 family, 
those who are experiencing: 
the loss of employment, 
the loss of someone they have loved, 
or the loss of any sense of direction 
 in their lives,  
and those who have lost hope. 
May Jesus transform the water of 
 their hurting 
with the wine of his compassion. 
 

Father, we pray for ourselves. 
you know who and what we are and 
 what we long for. 
You know the hurts and the 
 brokenness 
we carefully hide from ourselves and 
 from others. 
You know the prayers we have 
 longed to pray 
and the emptiness and fear that can 
 overwhelm us. 
You know the deep desire we have to 
 be living Spirit filled lives like Jesus. 
May Jesus refresh the waters of our 
 hope  
with the wine of his Holy Spirit. 
 

In Jesus’ name we pray these prayers.  
Amen. 
 
SONG – WHEN CHRIST OUR LIFE APPEARS 
Davie Fournier, George Romanacce, Nathan Stiff, 

and Kevin Winebarger 

When Christ our life appears, our hope 
 will be complete 
Our longings finally rest as we fall at His 
 feet. 

When Jesus comes to reign, restoring 
 everything 
Our tears will turn to tides of praises to 
 our King. 
We’re longing for that day when we’ll 
 see 

 

Christ, our Saviour. 

We’ll behold the glory of our King 

 forever. 

Christ, our Saviour. 

Faith will turn to sight when Christ 

 our life appears. 
 

When Christ our life appears, the curse 
 will be undone 
All wickedness will end as mercy 
 overcomes. 
The Saviour will renew what sin had 
 torn apart. 
His light will drive the shadows from our 
 weary hearts. 
 
When Christ our life appears, these 
 trials that weighed us down 
Will fade and fall away as He receives 
 our crowns. 
And death will disappear, its rule and 
 reign destroyed 
Beneath the weight of glory and 
 eternal joy. 
We’re longing for that day when we’ll 
 see. 
 
BLESSING  Psalm 31:23-24 

Love the Lord, all you godly ones!  For 
the Lord protects those who are loyal to 
him, but he harshly punishes the 
arrogant.  So be strong and courageous, 
all you who put your hope in the Lord! 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be upon 
you, and remain with you always.  
Amen.  



Prayer topics & News for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 
can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 
people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Don't worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for  
what you need, always asking him with a thankful heart. 

Philippians 4:6 

For the World 
 Pray for students as they return home from Universities between 3rd-9th December to be with their 

families. Pray for our schools struggling with the effects of many Covid cases. 
 Pray for people who are anxious about how they will cope financially in the coming months. 
 In this time of great challenge, we pray for the economic wellbeing of the country. 
 Pray for the homeless in our communities, that provision will be made for them during the colder 

months and support to help them become independent. 
 Pray for the poorest communities in our world; to be helped in need; and not neglected. 

For St Jude’s Church 
 Reflect on the hope we have as Christians – all God’s promises are answered in Jesus (2 Cor.1:20). 
 Pray for opportunities to share the wonderful hope of the gospel with people you meet. 
 Pray for relatives grieving over the death of John Button.  Phil takes his funeral on Friday. 

For our Mission Partners – Hope from Above 
Give thanks & Praise 

 For God’s faithful provision and much needed volunteers, bringing their gifts and service. 
 Further easing of COVID restrictions in Melbourne has enabled more people to return to the 

workshop/office allowing for further progress on projects.  
 For every new day that we are able to work at bringing the Gospel to the unreached in isolation. 
Prayer requests  

 For wellbeing of staff, volunteers, partners and their families all over the world.  
 For humility, that we would remember that it is not in our own strength that we are able to do the 

work we do, but in God's strength; asking for wisdom and guidance. 
 For God to help us overcome any challenges and hurdles that come our way and that ultimately we 

would trust Him and that His will be done. 
 To pray for the millions of unreached people and for labourers for the harvest. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Our Mission Partner PCF Romania Project - CHRISTMAS MEAL VOUCHERS 
The Christmas £5 and £10 meal voucher scheme is running, as in previous years, to help fund Christmas 
meals for children in their care, The vouchers are available for purchase from the vicar.  Please email, 
phone, or write to him with your order (contact details are found below under ‘CONTACTS’) 

Our Mission Partner The Leprosy Mission - DONATION BOXES 
It is the time of year when Autumn TLM donation boxes should be returned to Mavis Littleford.  Please 
phone her on 758056 to arrange how to hand these over to her.  Mavis also has copies of the TLM 
NewDay magazine and ASK 2021 diaries. 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar (day off – Friday) 
Church Wardens 
 
Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 
James Sturgeon 
Pradip Sudra 
Rev Ivor Saunders 
Nicky Robertson 
CLOSED 

827214 
269743 
334257 
751162 
827214 
 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 
jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 
pradipsudra@gmail.com 
ivor.john@outlook.com 
nicky_is@hotmail.com 
 

Our building is shut (apart from for Prayer).  For news visit our Facebook Group and Website 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 


