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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….................…… 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
We see Jesus, who for a little while 

was given a position “a little lower 

than the angels”; and because he 

suffered death for us, he is now 

“crowned with glory and honour.” Yes, 

by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death for 

everyone.  God, for whom and through 

whom everything was made, chose to 

bring many children into glory.  And it 

was only right that he should make 

Jesus, through his suffering, a perfect 

leader, fit to bring them into their 

salvation. 
Hebrews 2:9-10 
 

Jesus, you are the King of kings and 

Lord of lords. 
Revelation 19:16 

 

SONG 1 - THE KING IN ALL HIS BEAUTY 
Matt Boswell & Matt Papa 

O lift your eyes to heaven, see 

The Holy One eternal 

Behold the Lord of majesty 

Exalted in His temple 

As symphonies of angels praise 

Now strain to sound His glory 

Come worship, fall before His grace 

The King in all His beauty 
 

How worthy, how worthy, how worthy 

The King in all His beauty 
 

Now see the King who wears a crown 

One made of shame and splinters 

The sacrifice for ruined man 

The substitute for sinners 

As earth is stained with royal blood 

And quakes with love and fury 

He breathes His last and bows His head 

The King in all His beauty 
 

Now see the Saviour lifted up 

The Lamb who reigns in splendour 

The hope of every tribe and tongue 

His kingdom is forever! 

Bring praise and honour to His courts 

Bring wisdom, power, blessing 

For endless ages we’ll adore 

The King in all His beauty. 

 

CONFESSION – SAYING SORRY TO GOD 
Lord, I have come to see that my life 

falls far short of your glory. 

Have mercy and forgive me. 
 

Lord, you have given your life for me, 

 and poured out your Spirit, 

yet I fail to return your love with all my 

 heart. 

Have mercy and change me. 
 

Too often I am selfish and proud, 

ignoring you, Lord, and neglecting 

 others. 

Have mercy and cleanse me. 
 

Prayer 
& 
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Lord, when I do not truly trust and 

 obey you, 

I am overwhelmed by self-pity, fear 

 and worry. 

Have mercy and deliver me. 
 

In Christ I am given a sure hope and 

 secure love, 

yet I follow the false hopes and 

 desires of this world. 

Have mercy and forgive me. 
 

Father, through the redeeming death 

 of your Son on the cross, 

by your Spirit and through your word, 

 transform and renew me to follow 

 you with joy. 

All this I ask, confident in your 
unchanging faithfulness.  Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR TODAY Common Worship 

Heavenly Father, 

whose blessed Son was revealed 

to destroy the works of the devil 

and to make us the children of God 

and heirs of eternal life: 

grant that we, having this hope, 

may purify ourselves even as he is 

 pure; 

that when he shall appear in power 

 and great glory 

we may be made like him in his 

eternal and glorious kingdom; 

where he is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG 2 – LORD HAVE MERCY 
Marc Willerton & Jordan Kauflin 

O God, we come before Your throne 

And in our weakness we confess 

We go astray and sin each day 

We cast ourselves upon Your grace 

O Lord, have mercy on us 

Sinners in need of grace 

Forgive us our transgressions 

And lead us in Your righteous ways 

God, lead us in Your righteous ways 
 

The blood You shed has paid our debts 

Jesus, You’ve washed our sins away 

We trust Your grace, believe by faith 

In You we have all righteousness 

O Lord, You’ve shown us mercy 

Sinners are washed as saints 

You’ve shown Your loving-kindness 

Sons of disgrace are righteous made 

Sons of disgrace are righteous made 
 

We fix our eyes on You, our prize 

Jesus, the Author of our faith 

Till You return or bring us home 

You strengthen us to run the race 

O Lord, forever faithful 

All glory to Your Name! 

We have no other Saviour 

Our great Redeemer, God and King 

Jesus, Redeemer, God and King 

 

THE FIRST PEOPLE OF FAITH IN THESSALONICA 
Acts 16:40-7:10 (The Message) 

Walking out of the jail, Paul and Silas 

went straight to Lydia’s house, saw 

their friends again, encouraged them 

in the faith, and only then went on 

their way.   
 

They took the road south through 

Amphipolis and Apollonia to 

Thessalonica, where there was a 

community of Jews. Paul went to their 

meeting place, as he usually did when 

he came to a town, and for three 

Sabbaths running he preached to them 

from the Scriptures. He opened up the 

texts so they understood what they’d 

been reading all their lives: that the 

Messiah absolutely had to be put to 

death and raised from the dead—

there were no other options—and that 
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“this Jesus I’m introducing you to is 

that Messiah.” 
 

Some of them were won over and 

joined ranks with Paul and Silas, 

among them a great many God-fearing 

Greeks and a considerable number of 

women from the aristocracy. But the 

hard-line Jews became furious over 

the conversions. Mad with jealousy, 

they rounded up a bunch of brawlers 

off the streets and soon had an ugly 

mob terrorizing the city as they hunted 

down Paul and Silas. 
 

They broke into Jason’s house, 

thinking that Paul and Silas were there. 

When they couldn’t find them, they 

collared Jason and his friends instead 

and dragged them before the city 

fathers, yelling hysterically, “These 

people are out to destroy the world, 

and now they’ve shown up on our 

doorstep, attacking everything we hold 

dear! And Jason is hiding them, these 

traitors and turncoats who say Jesus is 

king and Caesar is nothing!” 
 

The city fathers and the crowd of 

people were totally alarmed by what 

they heard. They made Jason and his 

friends post heavy bail and let them go 

while they investigated the charges. 
 

That night, under cover of darkness, 

their friends got Paul and Silas out of 

town as fast as they could. They sent 

them to Berea. 
 

SONG 3 – AT THE NAME OF JESUS 
Caroline Noel & Vaughan Williams 

At the name of Jesus 

every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him 

King of glory now; 

'tis the Father's pleasure 

we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning 

was the mighty Word. 
 

At his voice creation 

sprang at once to sight: 

all the angel faces, 

all the hosts of light, 

thrones and dominations, 

stars upon their way, 

all the heavenly orders 

in their great array. 
 

Humbled for a season, 

to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners, 

unto whom he came; 

faithfully he bore it 

spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious 

when from death he passed; 
 

Bore it up triumphant 

with its human light, 

through all ranks of creatures, 

to the central height, 

to the throne of Godhead, 

to the Father's breast; 

filled it with the glory 

of that perfect rest. 
 

In your hearts enthrone him; 

there let him subdue 

all that is not holy, all that is not true. 

Look to him, your Saviour, 

in temptation's hour; 

let his will enfold you 

in its light and power. 
 

Christians, this Lord Jesus 

shall return again, 

with his Father's glory, 

o'er the earth to reign; 

for all wreaths of empire 

meet upon his brow, 
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and our hearts confess him 

King of glory now. 

 

STRENGTHENED THROUGH PRAYER 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 (The Message)  

I, Paul, together with Silas and 

Timothy, greet the church of the 

Thessalonian Christians in the name of 

God our Father and our Master, Jesus 

Christ. Our God gives you everything 

you need, makes you everything 

you’re to be. 
 

You need to know, friends, that 

thanking God over and over for you is 

not only a pleasure; it’s a must. We 

have to do it. Your faith is growing 

phenomenally; your love for each 

other is developing wonderfully. Why, 

it’s only right that we give thanks. 

We’re so proud of you; you’re so 

steady and determined in your faith 

despite all the hard times that have 

come down on you. We tell everyone 

we meet in the churches all about you. 
 

All this trouble is a clear sign that God 

has decided to make you fit for the 

kingdom. You’re suffering now, but 

justice is on the way. When the Master 

Jesus appears out of heaven in a blaze 

of fire with his strong angels, he’ll even 

up the score by settling accounts with 

those who gave you such a bad time. 

His coming will be the break we’ve 

been waiting for. Those who refuse to 

know God and refuse to obey the 

Message will pay for what they’ve 

done. Eternal exile from the presence 

of the Master and his splendid power 

is their sentence. But on that very 

same day when he comes, he will be 

exalted by his followers and celebrated 

by all who believe—and all because 

you believed what we told you. 

Because we know that this 

extraordinary day is just ahead, we 

pray for you all the time—pray that 

our God will make you fit for what he’s 

called you to be, pray that he’ll fill your 

good ideas and acts of faith with his 

own energy so that it all amounts to 

something. If your life honours the 

name of Jesus, he will honour you. 

Grace is behind and through all of this, 

our God giving himself freely, the 

Master, Jesus Christ, giving himself 

freely. 

 

SONG 4 – WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 
Joseph Scriven 

What a Friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged, 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness, 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Saviour, still our refuge— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 

Thou wilt find a solace there. 
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AFFIRMATION OF OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Common Worship 

We believe in God the Father, 

God almighty, by whose plan 

earth and heaven sprang to being, 

all created things began. 

We believe in Christ the Saviour, 

Son of God in human frame, 

virgin-born, the child of Mary 

upon whom the Spirit came. 
 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken, 

like a lamb to slaughter led, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

he descended to the dead. 

We believe in Jesus risen, 

heaven’s king to rule and reign, 

to the Father’s side ascended 

till as judge he comes again. 
 

We believe in God the Spirit; 

in one Church, below, above: 

saints of God in one communion, 

one in holiness and love. 

So by faith, our sins forgiven, 

Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend, 

we shall rise with him in glory 

to the life that knows no end. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Always be joyful.  Never stop 

praying.  Be thankful in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will 

for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

 

As I arise today, 

May the strength of God pilot me; 

the power of God uphold me, 

the wisdom of God guide me. 

May the eye of God look before me, 

the ear of God hear me, 

the word of God speak for me. 

May the hand of God protect me, 

the way of God lie before me, 

the shield of God defend me,  

the host of God feed me. 

May Christ shield me today. 
 

Christ with me, 

Christ before me, 

Christ behind me, 

Christ in me, 

Christ beneath me, 

Christ above me, 

Christ on my right, 

Christ on my left, 

Christ when I lie down, 

Christ when I sit, 

Christ when I stand, 

Christ in the heart of everyone who 

 thinks of me, 

Christ in the mouth of everyone who 

 speaks of me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me. 

Christ in every ear that hears me, 

Amen. 
St Patrick’s Prayer 

 

Let us pray for all people and for 

Christ’s Church here on earth. 
 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus 

Christ has promised that you will 

hear us when we ask in faith:  

receive the prayers we offer. 
  

We pray for the peace of the world 

and the welfare of your holy Church. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for Justin our Archbishop, 

for Michael and Clive our bishops, 

and for all the clergy and people of 

Wolverhampton. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for Elizabeth our Queen, for 

the leaders of the nations, and for all 
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in authority.  We pray for Stuart 

Anderson, our MP for 

Wolverhampton South West.  

Strengthen him for his Christian 

witness as he speaks in Parliament 

and promotes Christian values and 

virtues. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for seasonable weather, 

and for an abundance of the fruits of 

the earth. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray that we may share with 

justice the resources of the earth, 

and live in trust and goodwill with 

one another. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the aged and the infirm, 

for widows and orphans, and for the 

sick and suffering. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the poor and oppressed, 

for prisoners and captives, and for 

all who care for them. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for ourselves, and for each 

other. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We praise you, Lord God, for the 

communion of saints, and for the 

glorious hope of the resurrection to 

eternal life. 

Hear us, Father, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
As Christ our Saviour taught us, so we 

pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG 5 – MAY THE PEOPLE’S PRAISE YOU 
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, David Zimmer, Stuart 

Townend, and Ed Cash 
You have called us out of darkest night 

Into Your glorious light 

That we may sing the wonders of 

The risen Christ 
 

May our every breath retell the grace 

That broke into our strife 

With boundless love and deepest joy 

With endless life 
 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus 
 

All the earth is Yours and all within 

Each harvest is Your own 

And from Your hand we give to You 

To make Christ known 
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May the seeds of mercy grow in us 

For those who have not heard 

May songs of praise build lives of grace 

To spread Your Word 
 

May the peoples praise You… 
 

This our holy privilege to declare 

Your praises and Your name 

To every nation, tribe and tongue, 

Your church proclaims 
 

May the peoples praise You… 
 

Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 

Worthy, worthy is the Lamb Who was 

 slain 

Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 

All creation praise Your glorious Name 
 

May the peoples praise You… 

 
BLESSING 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and 

God our Father, who loved us and by 

his grace gave us eternal comfort and 

a wonderful hope, comfort you and 

strengthen you in every good thing 

you do and say.  And the blessing of 

God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be with you today and for ever 

more.  Amen. 

…………………………………………………………… 

REFLECTIONS ON PRAYER & BLESSING 
I have been driven many times to my 

knees by the overwhelming conviction 

that I had nowhere else to go.  My own 

wisdom, and that of all about me, 

seemed insufficient for the day. 
Abraham Lincoln (1809-65) 16th President USA  

 
I asked God for strength that I might 

 achieve. 

I was made weak that I might learn 

 humbly to obey. 
 

I asked for health that I might do great 

 things. 

I was given infirmity that I might do 

 better things. 
 

I asked for riches that I might be 

 happy. 

I was given poverty that I might be 

 wise. 
 

I asked for power that I might have the 

 praise of men. 

I was given weakness that I might feel 

 the need of God. 
 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy 

 life. 

I was given life that I might enjoy all 

 things. 
 

I got nothing that I asked for – but 

 everything that I hoped for. 
 

Almost despite myself, my unspoken 

 prayers were answered. 
 

I am among all men, most richly 

 blessed. 
Found in the pocket of wounded Confederate Army 

soldier during the United States Civil War c.1865  

 

PRAYER FOR WISDOM 
Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)  

Bestow upon me, O Lord my God, 

an understanding that knowns thee, 

wisdom in finding thee, 

a way of life that is pleasing to thee, 

perseverance that faithfully waits for 

 thee, 

and confidence that I shall embrace 

 thee at last. Amen 



Prayer topics for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 

can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 

people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

The first thing I want you to do is pray.  Pray every way you know how, for everyone you know.  
Pray especially for rulers and their governments to rule well so we can be quietly about 
our business of living simply, in humble contemplation.  1 Timothy.2:1-2 (The Message) 

For the World 
 Violence is a massive problem in Afghanistan, causing many deaths and disrupting humanitarian aid; 

also plunging Mali and Burkina Faso into chaos. Pray for these countries to recover peace and 

stability. Pray for Christians in countries where they may be particularly at risk. 

 Climate crisis - Pray for people in the Philippines and Central America who have suffered the effects 

of Super Typhoon Goni and Hurricane Eta. Pray for global leaders recognising the climate crisis but 

having to prioritise fighting the pandemic. 

 Covid -  as deaths and hospital admissions increase daily, pray for the sick, the families of those who 

have died; and for the hospital staff working to save lives. Give thanks for the recent breakthrough, 

pray for the vaccine’s safety, effectiveness & distribution. 

For St Jude’s Church 
 Pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ, that through God’s power they may fulfil every good thing 

he has for them to do, and that through this fruitfulness our Lord Jesus will be glorified through them.  

 Pray for Phil & PCC to have wisdom in thinking and planning Christmas events and services in this 

uncertain time of Lockdown. 

 Pray for staff and pupils at St Jude’s school during lockdown. 

 Pray for residents (and their families) and staff of Care Homes in our parish during this difficult time 

of trying to do what is best for vulnerable people during this time of coronavirus. 

 Pray for the progression of work towards renewing our building’s wonky electrics.  Contactors 

tendering for the work visit the building this week to familiarise themselves with our present 

installation. 

 Pray for church family, and for those known to us, suffering in body, mind, or spirit during this time 

of growing anxiety due to the unrelenting impact of Coronavirus. 

For our Mission Partners – PCF Romania Project – ‘Word made Flesh’ 
 Pray for funds, our charity shop Faith, Hope and Charity which raised funds for our two centres in 

Romania has been closed since the first lockdown. Give thanks for faithful supporters and pray the 

shop can reopen soon. 
 Pray for a teenager from our programme, she is having a difficult time as her father died last month.  
 Praise God as two children at the centre have asked if they attend church with one of the team; their 

parents are open to this. Pray with us for them to experience God at the centre and in church. 
 Pray for each person on the staff and the children to experience God’s love every day.  Our team start 

the morning with a ‘chapel time’, ask God to show us how to involve the children in the future. 
 Christmas meal vouchers purchased by supporters provided 150 meals at each centre last year for 

the children and poor families. Pray enough money can be raised this Christmas despite church 

services being restricted. 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar (day off – Friday) 

Church Wardens 
 

Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 

James Sturgeon 

Pradip Sudra 

Rev Ivor Saunders 

Nicky Robertson 

CLOSED 

827214 

269743 

334257 

751162 

827214 

 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 

jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 

pradipsudra@gmail.com 

ivor.john@outlook.com 

nicky_is@hotmail.com 

 

Our building is shut (apart from for Prayer).  For news visit our Facebook Group and Website 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 


