
Sunday, 15thNovember 2020 
The Second Sunday before Advent 
 
Collect and readings for 
the Second Sunday before Advent 

Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil, 

and to make us the children of God  
and heirs of eternal life; 

grant that we, having this hope,  
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 

that when he shall appear in power and great glory, 
we may be made like him  

in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
                where he is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit; 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading (Zephaniah 1,7& 12 – end) 
 

Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, 
    for the day of the LORD is near. 
The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; 
    he has consecrated those he has invited. 
 
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps 
    and punish those who are complacent, 
    who are like wine left on its dregs, 
who think, ‘The LORD will do nothing, 

    either good or bad.’ Their wealth will be plundered, 
    their houses demolished. 
Though they build houses, 
    they will not live in them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
    they will not drink the wine.” 
The great day of the LORD is near— 
    near and coming quickly. 
The cry on the day of the LORD is bitter; 
    the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry 
 That day will be a day of wrath— 
    a day of distress and anguish, 
        a day of trouble and ruin, 
    a day of darkness and gloom, 
        a day of clouds and blackness—    a day of trumpet and 
battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
    and against the corner towers. 
 “I will bring such distress on all people 
    that they will grope about like those who are blind, 
    because they have sinned against the LORD. 
Their blood will be poured out like dust 
    and their entrails like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold 
    will be able to save them 
    on the day of the LORD’s wrath.” 
In the fire of his jealousy 
    the whole earth will be consumed, 
for he will make a sudden end 
    of all who live on the earth. 
 

 



New Testament Reading (1 Thessalonians 5,1-11) 
 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not 
need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night.  While people are saying, 
“Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as 
labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this 
day should surprise you like a thief.  You are all children of the 
light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or 
to the darkness.  So then, let us not be like others, who are 
asleep, but let us be awake and sober.  For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night.  But 
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and 
love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.  For 
God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  He died for us so that, whether 
we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 
him.  Therefore encourage one another and build each other 
up, just as in fact you are doing. 
 

Gospel Reading (Matthew 25,14-30)  
 
 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted his wealth to them.  To one he gave five 
bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each 
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  The man 
who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his 
money to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one with 
two bags of gold gained two more.  But the man who had 
received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. 

 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and 
settled accounts with them.  The man who had received five 
bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five 
more.’ 
 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, 
‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two 
more.’ 
 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting 
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed.  So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold 
in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 
 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew 
that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have 
not scattered seed?  Well then, you should have put my money 
on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would 
have received it back with interest. 
 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who 
has ten bags.  For whoever has will be given more, and they will 
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they 
have will be taken from them.  And throw that worthless 
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 



Reflection for the  
Second Sunday before Advent 

Sarah Cottrill 

If you were asked to name your favourite Biblical book, or 
the one with which you are most familiar, my guess is that 
very few of you would name the Book of Zephaniah! And 
yet its two key themes – of judgement and hope – are of 
huge importance. The first of those two themes – 
judgement – is the focus of today’s reading and it is one 
which does not sit comfortably in post-modern, “anything 
goes” 21st century society. We are used to hearing about 
the love and acceptance of God, but we instinctively shy 
away from any mention of his wrath and judgement. Yet 
surely if the reality of evil, judgement and hell are 
dismissed, then the reality of heaven becomes equally 
meaningless. Like love and marriage in the song, you can’t 
have one without the other! And if we are tempted to 
dismiss the idea of judgement and punishment, how do we 
account for the many references Jesus made to places of 
darkness where “there will be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth?” One such reference is made at the end of today’s 
Gospel reading, when the servant who failed to make use 
of the talents he was given is thrown into the darkness 
where there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Did this 
servant’s failure to do anything with the talent he was given 
come as the result of fear of under-achieving and incurring 
his master’s wrath; the result of laziness or complacency? 
Whatever his reason, he suffered dire consequences as a 
result and many years before Jesus told this story, 
Zephaniah had warned that a similar fate lies in store for 

those who are apathetic or complacent in their attitude 
towards God. 

Zephaniah’s reference to the searching thoroughness of 
God’s judgments – I will search Jerusalem with lamps -  
reminds us that, as the writer of the letter to the Hebrews 
put it, nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
This is a humbling thought; it speaks to us of a God who is 
just, who hates injustice and who knows all about us. Just 
as he searched the many dark corners of Jerusalem, so he 
searches out the dark areas of our lives and it is useless to 
try to hide them from him. 

Interestingly, though, it is not dishonesty or animosity that 
God brings under the spotlight, but complacency. The 
people of whom Zephaniah writes, did not deny God’s 
existence; they doubted his relevance. The Lord will do 
nothing, they said, either good or bad. To what extent does 
this reflect our own thinking and attitudes? Do we really 
expect to meet God in our church buildings, in our prayers 
and reading – alone or with others? Do we expect him to 
act? And if the answer to any of those questions is no, then 
why are we going to church, praying or reading our Bibles 
at all? I once heard it said that it was easier to turn hate to 
love than indifference to love because to hate one must 
actually care enough to engage so strong an emotion. How 
much do we care and what difference does that care make 
to how we live our daily lives? Hopefully, our response to 
these questions is that we do care; we do expect, in some 
way, to meet God and to see him at work in our lives and in 
the world and, unlike the worthless slave of today’s 
parable, we will strive to put our God-given gifts to good 



use for him and for our community. When God shines his 
torch into our lives, he will find not darkness, but his own 
light and love reflected back. 

We are on the second Sunday before Advent, the season in 
which we will enter into a time of waiting and preparing for 
the coming of Christ. Perhaps this is a good time to take to 
heart the instruction given at the beginning of our passage 
from Zephaniah, to be silent before the Sovereign Lord, and 
in our silence examine ourselves as thoroughly and 
honestly as he will do and ask: how relevant is he to, and in, 
our lives; do we expect him to act and will he find us acting 
for him, or wasting the gifts and opportunities he gives us? 
In short, how will we be judged: will we be thrown out into 
the darkness or will we be greeted with the words Well 
done, good and faithful servant!  

 

 

 
Contacts 

 

During the period while services are not being held and vulnerable 
groups are being asked to self-isolate, we realise that many people may 
find things difficult or lonely.  Please do feel free to contact the clergy, 
especially for pastoral or spiritual matters, but also for any other reason. 
In addition to the two stipendiary clergy, the retired clergy in our area 
are also happy to be contacted for support or advice. While routine 
pastoral visits are being strongly discouraged, a healthy member of the 
clergy will always be available to make urgent visits, so please do ask. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


