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ALL SOULS-TIDE 

     SERVICE OF REMEMBERING OUR LOVED 

ONES 

 

Wherever you are and whenever you use this worship, we recommend that you set aside a quiet 
space, and have your own candle to light for each person you would like to remember, at the  
appointed moment in the service. 
 

Opening words: 

In this season of remembering, we set aside time to remember with thanksgiving the lives 
of our departed loved ones, especially those to whom we have been close as family and 
friends. We have commended them to the God of eternity and of peace. Today we pray 
for God’s Spirit of comfort and healing to minister to us, as we recollect our loved ones in 
the resurrection faith of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 
Opening Prayer: 

 
God of mercy, Lord of life, you have made us in your image to reflect your truth and 
light: we give you thanks for those we remember today, for the grace and mer-
cy they received from you, for all that was good in their lives and for the memories we 
treasure today. Amen 
 
Hymn – The Lord’s My Shepherd 

 
 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 
  He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me 
  The quiet waters by.  
 

My soul He doth restore again, 
  And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
  E’en for His own name’s sake. 
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 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

  Yet will I fear no ill; 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 

  And staff me comfort still. 

My table Thou hast furnished 

  In presence of my foes; 

My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 

  And my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

  Shall surely follow me, 

And in God’s house forevermore 

  My dwelling-place shall be. 

Psalm 23 from ‘The Scottish Psalter ‘ (1650) 

 Leader     God of all times and places                 
All  We gather in your presence 

 Leader     God of eternity and each moment      

All  We take this time as yours 
 Leader      God of the here and now     
         All  We are here for you 

1 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

2 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 
You search out my path and my lying down, 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 
Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    O Lord, you know it completely. 
5 
You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it.                                                                                    
7 
Where can I go from your spirit? 

    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 

    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 
If I take the wings of the morning 

    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 

even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night,” 
12 

even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

Bible reading - Psalm 139 verses 1-12 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as  
it was in the beginning, is now and shall be for ever. Amen 
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ACT OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

God of grace, we thank you for the saints whom we ourselves have known and loved. It 
does not come easily to us to call them saints, it seems as if ordinary mortals are not 
good or great enough, but you have given your people this name and invited us into your 
company, and you know how much we loved them. So, for these good companions, 
whom we name before you for their love, and for our love of them, we give you grateful 
thanks.  

 
Please light a candle for your loved one(s). 
 
We pause to name our loved ones. 

 
Prayer of Remembering and Commendation: 

 
We give thanks that in the mystery of your love, and in the power of your spirit, we 
are one with all whom we have held before you. Lord, we commend all those who 
have died to your unfailing love, that in them your will may be fulfilled; and we pray 
that we may share with them in your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 
 

Prayers of intercession 
 

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.  
Jesus, Lord of Life,    
All in your mercy, hear us 
 
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations.  
Jesus, Lord of Life,   
All in your mercy, hear us 
 
Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry and nourish us all with your word.  
Jesus, Lord of Life,   
All in your mercy, hear us 
 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way. 
Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life.  
Jesus, Lord of Life,   
All in your mercy, hear us 
 
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, bind 
up the injured, strengthen the sick and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.  
Jesus, Lord of Life,   
All in your mercy, hear us 
 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give thanks for all who have lived and be-
lieved in you especially those we remember today. Raise us with them to eternal life.  
Jesus, Lord of Life,   
All in your mercy, hear us. Accept our prayers, and be with us always. Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the Kingdom,  
the power and the glory.  
For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
As we watch the flickering candles, we think of those we love and who are alive in our 
hearts. We give them to the care of God with our love. 
 
Remember Me, by Christina Rossetti 

Remember me when I am gone away, 

Gone far away into the silent land; 

When you can no more hold me by the hand, 

Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay. 

Remember me when no more day by day 

You tell me of our future that you plann'd: 

Only remember me; you understand 

It will be late to counsel then or pray. 

Yet if you should forget me for a while 

And afterwards remember, do not grieve: 

For if the darkness and corruption leave 

A vestige of the thoughts that once I had, 

Better by far you should forget and smile 

Than that you should remember and be sad. 

Bible reading - the Gospel of St John Chapter 14 verses 1-6  

 
[Jesus said] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 

 
Thomas said 

to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 
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Closing Prayer:   
 

Heavenly Father, in your Son Jesus Christ you have given us a true faith and a 
sure hope. Strengthen this faith and hope in us all our days, that we may live as 
those who believe in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins and the 
resurrection to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
 
Hymn – Amazing Grace 

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

'Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And Grace my fears relieved. 

How precious did that Grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come. 

'Tis Grace hath brought me safe thus far 

And Grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me. 

His Word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 

Than when we'd first begun. 

 
John Newton 

The Blessing:  
 

May God who dances in the storms and the sunlight  
keep us and cherish us in mercy and love.  
And the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be with us now and always. Amen 
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A poem for you to use at any time: 
 

They Have Gone 
  
You can shed tears that they have gone 
Or you can smile because they have lived 
  
You can close your eyes and pray that they will come back 
Or you can open your eyes and see all that they have left 
  
Your heart can be empty because you cannot see them 
Or you can be full of the love that you shared 
  
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday 
  
You can remember him and only that they have gone 
Or you can cherish their memory and let it live on 
  
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 
Or you can do what they would want: 
Smile, open your eyes, love and go on.                       
 
David Harkins 


