
Bible Sunday 
 

 

Over the past few years I have made many trips to Cornwall with my fiancée 

Sue and our children. Sue’s mum lived in a care home in Truro so Sue liked to 

go down to see her when she could but sadly her mum died in the summer 

and so our regular trips ended in August when we went to her funeral. 

We always stayed at either a Premier Inn  or a Travelodge depending on 

availability and I am sure most of you know that Premier Inn and Travelodge 

are the largest hotel chains in the country but there are a few differences. We 

generally prefer Premier Inns but on this trip I discovered a difference that I 

hadn’t realised before as it’s a while since I have stayed in a Travelodge. It 

has long been a tradition that hotel rooms have a Gideon Bible placed in them 

and I have turned to them for inspiration in the past. I was a little surprised 

then to find that Travelodge have removed all the Gideon Bibles from their 

hotel rooms. This apparently happened about 5 years ago and I know it was a 

media story at the time. I could go into the whys and wherefores of their 

decision and lambast that its another assault on Christianity but I don’t want to 

focus on that on Bible Sunday as I realised that apart from Travelodge, all 

other major hotel chains still do have Gideon Bibles for people to read and in 

our Premier Inn the copy in our room was indeed well thumbed and so had 

clearly been dipped into by many people over the years. 

The Bible then can inspire and guide people still even in our increasingly 

secular society. 

We read the bible every week in our services and hopefully at home too in our 

private devotions but we can take it for granted and so today is an opportunity 



to remember its place in our faith and give thanks for all that it does to guide 

and encourage us.  

Understanding the bible can be difficult and it can also be misused to justify 

things that I am sure God would not condone or support so it needs to be 

handled with care. 

If we took everything the bible said literally then we would still support slavery 

and be happy that women were second class citizens to name just a few of 

the attitudes found in the bible. 

The reason that we don’t do that is that we have used our intellect and reason 

to challenge ideas that are unjust and fundamentally against the belief  that 

God loves us all and that we are created equal in his sight.  It is important to 

remember that our faith is founded on three basic tenets – scripture, tradition 

and reason; and we should use all three to guide our thinking and action. 

Different Christians may focus too highly on any one of these three tenets but 

they can all help us in our faith.  

The key with the bible is in its interpretation. Quite often in any debate or 

theological disagreement both sides of an argument can cite various bible 

passages to support their particular viewpoint and so we don’t get very far. It 

can be tempting then to conclude that the bible isn’t that helpful. That is not 

the case though and the bible contains many many wonderful passages of 

teaching that are not disputed and that challenge us deeply in the way we live 

and in the attitudes we have. 

In my experience of reading and interpreting the bible over the years, it may 

be a generalisation, but I have found that most of the controversial parts of it 

are not in the Gospels but in the writings of St Paul and the Old Testament. It 



is here that we encounter the tricky issues of homosexuality and attitudes to 

women that have so damaged the church over recent years because of our 

disunity on those topics. The gospels on the other hand contain many of the 

most challenging passages to us about our attitudes to God, the poor and our 

neighbours, which are the heart of our Christianity. These are the books that 

tell us what Jesus said and taught and so give us insights into the Christian 

Faith from the horses mouth so to speak. We cannot and should not ignore 

the rest of the bible but it has to be read and interpreted in the context that it 

was written and with an understanding of that context for those who heard it 

first. Sadly we often don’t do that and simply pick a passage out of the bible 

and quote it to justify our own attitudes, beliefs and biases. The trouble is that 

it is hard work and time consuming to study the bible in depth and so many of 

us never reach that level of understanding to use the bible wisely. We should 

be able to rely on our preachers and teachers to help us do that and hopefully 

they do in most cases and so today let us give thanks for the bible and pray 

that it may continue to guide and enlighten us in our lives today and in the 

years ahead. 
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