
St. Luke’s News 

Sunday 18th October 2020 
 

           A headline in the Church Times caught my eye recently. It said “Do not repeat  
public worship ban, say clergy.” Some 850 people, not just clergy, have written to 
M.Ps, arguing that to suspend church services again would “cause serious damage to the mental, physical 
and spiritual well-being of the nation.” 
Historically, Christians have always worshipped together, although the form of that worship has followed 
many different patterns, as it still does. It began in a Jewish background, and as the Gospel spread to 
people of many differing cultures, worship adapted and changed. Even today, in Britain, that is still 
happening. C. of E, R.C, Methodist, etc, etc, every denomination - and sometimes, every congregation - 
follows a different pattern. 
          So, how much do our church services matter to us? What is it that we are really missing? Is it the 
familiarity, the singing, the fellowship? For some, I know, the lack of Holy Communion has been difficult, or 
the sense of praying and worshipping together as part of the worldwide body of Christ. Broadcast and 
“zoomed” services have been valued by many. Before returning to Sunday worship in church a few weeks 
ago, St. Luke’s was opened sometimes for private prayer, which some appreciated. 
           In some countries, Christians are not allowed to worship together at all, even in their homes. It is 
illegal to teach children about Jesus, and families may suffer discrimination when it comes to education, 
employment or food distribution in areas of famine. We by contrast, are very fortunate, and in many ways 
we are still a Christian country. At present, we really need to maintain our personal, spiritual lives by 
prayer and Bible reading, as well as keeping in touch with each other, by phone, text or email. However, let 
us value the reintroduction of our church worship, and pray that this will continue, and draw us closer to 
God, and to each other. Every blessing.                      Noreen. 

 
 

 
 

     
         
 
 
 
 
At the moment we are experimenting with the heating system to try and ensure the building is both 
heated and ventilated safely. This reminded Graham of a time from long ago…….  

 
Years ago when North Sea Gas was brought into the village the church decided to have a new gas 
boiler installed to replace the old oil boiler situated in the cellar. 
The boiler was installed and all was perfect and paid for.  
Dow the south side of the church runs a very old deep rainwater drain, probably been there since 
the church was built and connected to this drain was a pipe to the floor of  
the basement.  
Well, around two weeks after the installation of our brand new boiler, we  
had an enormous storm which was discharging too much water down this  
drain and it became blocked and flooded the basement, totally destroying  
our new boiler. Bill and I managed to pump the drain clear  and the water  
level in the basement went down.  
Would you believe, once the electrics had dried out the boiler was okay.  
I think you can still see the tide mark on the side of the boiler.  

 

 

As we drift towards winter and shorter colder days, Beryl 
and I thought you might like to see the glorious sunrise as 
we looked out from our bedroom window in Cornwall 4 
weeks ago. 
Look it as a reminder of God's grace and love for what he 
has in store for each and everyone of us. Paul 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Church News: 
                                

 Following our Harvest Service the generous donations of the congregation were taken by our willing 
volunteers to the foodbank at Clayton, the people who look after the distribution of foodstuffs wish to 
pass on their heartfelt thanks for your gifts. Whilst this grand one off means so much please remember 
that their work continues all the time, it is not just a once in a while activity. 

              Once again THANK YOU for your kindness and continued support.                     David 
               

 A Diocesan Day of Prayer is to be held starting on Friday 23rd October at 7.00am and finishing 24 hours 
later, to provide an opportunity to pray for our shared mission in fulfilment of our Diocesan Vision:  

“As we follow Christ in the footsteps of St. Chad, we pray that the two million people in our diocese 
encounter a church that is confident in the gospel, knows and loves its communitites, and is excited to find 
God already at work in the world. We pray for a church that reflects the richness and variety of those 
communities. We pray for a church that partners with others in seeking the common good, working for 
justice as a people of hope.”   
Please try to set aside a time of prayer during the day to pray for our diocese in these changing times.  
 

 Sunday 18th October 10.00 Morning Prayer  
 

 WANTED     October Fundraising for new church keyboard. 2 weeks to go! Any lead, copper and brass - 
£90 raised so far .  Call Freda 01782 372924 to arrange collection 

 

 The A.P.C.M. of St. Luke’s church will take place on Wednesday, Oct. 21 at 7.00 p.m. in the church. 
At this meeting elections for churchwardens, the church council and representatives to various bodies 
happen. There is also time for anyone in the parish to have their say, whether positive or negative. We are 
well aware of the difficult situation we are living in but your ideas may be better than anything we have as 
yet thought of. This could be a time of enlightenment and renewal. Please come along and share your 
views. 
     We do have a shortage of people to help govern our church, why not join us!       David 
 

            

   

 
 

Date Psalm NT reading Gospel reading 

Sunday  18th October 147 vv1-7 2 Timothy Ch4 vv5-17 Luke Ch10 vv1-9 

Monday 19th October 100 Philippians Ch1 vv1-11 Luke Ch12 vv13-21 

Tuesday 20th October 85 vv7-end Philippians Ch1 vv12-end Luke Ch12 vv35-38 

Wednesday 21st  October 98 Philippians Ch2 vv1-13 Luke Ch12 vv39-48 

Thursday 22nd October 33 vv1-6 Philippians Ch2 vv14-end Luke Ch12 vv49-53 

Friday  23rd  October 24 vv1-6 Philippians Ch3 vv1-4.1 Luke Ch12 vv54-end 

Saturday 24th October 122 Philippians Ch4 vv2-end Luke Ch13 vv1-9 

Ministry team: 
Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992  
Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
Freda Bishop 01782 372924  
Alan Lowe 01785 819244 

 

Church Wardens:  
Pam Lowe 01785 819244 
David Porter 01785 818178 

 

Mr. Adams was elected and has accepted the office of Churchwarden. We couldn’t get a better man!!!       
           (This is one of David’s contributions!)                                                                  


