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Services at Storth Village Church, 
every Sunday at 10.30am. 

Parish Diary - NOVEMBER  2020

Sun 1st All Saints Day 9.30 Parish Communion St James’

Sun 8th 3rd Sunday before 9.30 Parish Communion St James’
Advent
Remembrance 
Sunday

Sun 15th 2nd Sunday 9.30 Parish Communion St James’
before Advent

Sun 22nd Christ the King 9.30 Service of the Word St James’

Sun 29th 1st Sunday of 9.30 Parish Communion St James’
Advent

Holy Communion according to the 
Book of Common Prayer will be 

celebrated at 12 noon on 
Wednesday 11th November and 

Wednesday 25th November. 



Applications for Baptisms, 
Weddings etc
Please contact:
Rev. Andrew B. Norman, 
email: revdabn@gmail.com
The Parsonage, Stanley Street, 
Beetham, Milnthorpe, LA7 7AS
Tel:015395 62355 

House Communions and Home 
Visit
If you know of anyone who is sick or would 
like a phone contact, please inform the 
Vicar (contact details above). The Revd. 
Andrew Norman will be pleased to offer 
spiritual direction.

Please tell the Vicar if you (or any one 
you know from the parish) is in hospital or 
confined at home as we may not be aware.
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CHURCH NOTICES

PASTORAL CARE GROUP
These are distressing times and many 
of us are anxious and worried. Due 

to government restrictions we are not 
able to visit but please contact one 
of the following if you would like a 

phone call 

Mrs Anne Jackson  01524 761174
or the Church Wardens.

St James’ Parish Church: Registered 
Charity in England & Wales. Registered 

Charity No. 1143293.

Church Mission Statement
The villages of Arnside and Storth have churches where EVERYONE:

is welcome - can worship and encounter God - 
can learn more of God and his ways. We do this together, not alone.
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At the going down of the 
sun and in the morning we 
will remember them.’
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Letter from the Parsonage, 
Beetham

  

Dear friends

Continued on page 5

There was rapture of spring in the 
morning

When we told our love in the wood,
For you were the spring in my heart, dear 

lad.
And I vowed that my life was good.

But there's winter of war in the evening,
And lowering clouds overhead,

There's wailing of wind in the chimney 
nook,

And I vow that my life lies dead.
For the sun may shine on the meadow 

lands
And the dog rose bloom in the lanes,

But I've only weeds in my garden, lad,
Wild weeds that are rank with the rains.
One solace there is for me, sweet but faint,

As it floats on the wind of the years,
A whisper that spring is the last true thing

And that triumph is born of tears.
It comes from a garden of other days,

And an echoing voice that cries,
Behold I am alive for evermore,
And in Me shall the dead arise.

‘Easter’ 
by Geoffrey Studdert-Kennedy

Once, on visit to Worcester Cathedral 
before heading off on retreat to a Franciscan 
monastery, I was quite surprised whilst 
looking around to find a memorial to the 
infamous First World War chaplain, Geoffrey 
Studdert-Kennedy. I have long been a great 
admirer of Studdert-Kennedy, the Anglican 
padre whose enduring poetry continues to 
tell the story of the Christian gospel amid the 
sacrifice of war. He is  well worth discovering 
and reading if you haven’t already. 

The month of November brings with a 
reminder of the need and the promise of what 
it means to ‘remember’ – calling to mind the 
events and people of the past that shape us 
and continue to influence us. By doing so, of 
course, we remember and reaffirm our faith 
in the God who knows each of his children 
by name, and that there is hope for every 
soul through Christ’s own sacrifice which has 
conquered the powers of sin and death. 

These patterns of remembrance will, I 
imagine, take on greater emphasis this year 
as we continue to live through a time of 
restriction and limitation, as we prepare for 
difficult months ahead and as we seek strength 
to look to the future with hope. The memories 
of this year will live long in our minds – not 
just for us as individuals – but also collectively 
as a nation and as a wider society. There has 
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been much to turn our hearts to worry and 
anxiety, to fear and trembling, reminders of 
the cost that the pandemic has wrought on 
lives and livelihoods around the world and of 
course closer to home, that will not be easily 
forgotten. A reminder of our need to continue 
to pray for all those facing hard and difficult 
times and choices in the coming months, that 
God might bless and encourage them and 
give to those in responsibility the wisdom and 
compassion to ensure they are not forgotten. 
And yet, despite all this difficulty we have 
opportunities too to remember glimmers of 
God’s goodness and light: the determination 
and perseverance of many in our communities 
who have sought to care and support for 
others in a time of great need, the love of 
family and friends, and the dedication of 
those who have continued to their utmost for 
our common well-being; all instances where 
we have seen clearly the face of Jesus Christ; 
where the Spirit of God has been alive and at 
work in honouring and blessing every good 
and worthy aspiration. 

There is then, as the winter months near, 
a real need for all of us, indeed for the whole 
world, to be reminded afresh of what is to be 
discovered when we place our trust in God, 
and to come to discover in his Son Jesus 
Christ, the one who brings lasting comfort 
and the promise of a reconciling love that 
brings together all that is fragmented and 
divided. For it is in the light of Christ’s death 
and resurrection, we know and believe that 
despair can be turned to hope, bitterness into 
forgiveness, fear into love and ultimately 
death into eternal life. 

That’s exactly what Studdert-Kennedy 
refers to in his poem ‘Easter’ with which I began 
this letter – the hope that finds expression in ‘a 
whisper that spring is the last true thing, and 
that triumph is born of tears’. A hope which 
comes from knowing ourselves, our world, 
and all people redeemed by the unfathomable 
love of God, in which we possess that peace 
that passes all understanding. 

This is a gospel message that takes the 
bitter realities of life and the burdens that 
many are forced to carry seriously, and yet, 
calls to mind the good news of what God 
has done in Christ – that the truth of Christ’s 
resurrection is to be remembered each and 
every day, so that we might embrace the life, 
the light and love that he gives. 

It is within that greater hope that we frame 
all that we do in this month of Remembrance. 
Acknowledging that, although things 
continue to be different and demanding, the 
need for us to remember, to pause, to pray, 
and to resolve to do what we can to be joyful 
witnesses to Jesus is more important than 
ever. For in doing this, those around us, and 
thus the world, will – we pray – come to 
believe. 

For in our witnessing and our remembering, 
we call to mind the gift of hope, given new 
every morning, the means by which we 
know not only God’s grace for ourselves, but 
much more than that are given that sure and 
certain hope of that other ‘country’ to which 
we belong, where ‘soul by soul and silently, 
her shining bounds increase, and her ways 
are ways of gentleness and all her paths are 
peace’. 

May such a promise sustain us all in the 
month ahead. 

With every good wish and prayer for God’s 
blessing, As ever,

Post Script
If you or anybody you know in the parish 
would appreciate me being in touch or a 
phone-call, please do let me know as I’d be 
delighted to come and see (or speak) to you, 
or, if there is anything I can remember in my 
prayers on your behalf. Together as the body 
of Christ we uphold each other and our wider 
community in prayer, so please do continue to 
pray and care for each other, as I pray for you. 
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Harvest Festival 2020 
This year we were only able to collect monetary 
donations, nevertheless, the generosity of St 
James’ Church and the children, parents and 
staff of Arnside School, meant that a total of  
just over £511.00 has been raised. The church 
collection will be shared between Manna 
House and Springfield Women’s Refuge, while 
the school’s donation will go to aid Lancaster 
Homeless and Action Centre. Thank you for all 
your support and generosity.

(Pictured left) this beautiful banner, created 
by Yvonne Service, certainly added to the 
harvest spirit in church and was blessed at the 
Harvest Service.

(below) Rev Andrew receiving the harvest 
gifts.

St. James collected £310 in September for 
the King’s Food Bank, Kendal. The 25% 
added to Gift Aid contributions meant that 
another £25.50 will be added to this total.

October’s collection already stands at £165!
So, thank you all, once again, for your 
continuing generosity. So far this year, 
they have provided 24,329 meals, a 21% 
increase on last year. They have also helped 
to supply start up kitchen packs for people 
moving from hostel accommodation.

Our good wishes
Jude and Chris
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St James Church, Arnside
CONTACTS

Priest in Charge:    Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
    email: revdabn@gmail.com       
Churchwardens:        Mr Ian Service     (01524) 762019
    Mr Barry Hogg     (01524) 761980
Headteacher:     Mr Nick Sharp, Arnside National C.E.School  (01524) 761159

Storth Village Church
Priest in Charge:  Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
Headteacher:  Mr Simon Brabant, Storth C.of E.School (015395) 62517
St James’ Parish Church: Registered Charity in England & Wales.  Registered Charity  No. 1143293.

FROM OUR SCHOOLS

Please hold our schools in your thoughts and prayers at this 
difficult time especially as pupils progress through this autumn 
term with all its difficulties. 

We ask God’s blessing on our head teachers, staff and pupils at 
Arnside and Storth, that they and their families will be safe. We 
also pray for staff and pupils at Beetham. 

We ask God’s blessing on parents and families as they face the 
challenges and anxieties of the present time. 

Arnside National School
Headteacher, Mr N. Sharp 

Storth School
Headteacher, Mr S Brabant

The Church knows nothing of a sacredness of war.  The Church 
which prays the ‘Our Father’ asks God only for peace. - 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Rev. Richard Bewes, a former Rector of All 
Souls Langham Place, London, asks why 
do we need Advent?

Many people say: “I can understand 
God, but I can’t see where Jesus 
fits into the picture.”

A theologian called Athanasius, Egyptian 
by birth and Greek by education, gave the 
answer to your question 1600 years ago. He 
said: “The only system of thought into which 
Jesus Christ will fit is the one in which HE 
is the starting point!”

Once we try to begin with our own 
human-based attempt at understanding 
God and the meaning of life – let alone the 
place that Christ occupies – we’ll be like 
the man who tries to do up his shirt buttons, 
beginning with the wrong button. He may 
hope that it will all work out, and that the 
shirt will eventually fit properly, but it never 
will.

So, you need to begin with Christ, if you 
want the picture to make sense. He is right 
there in the Bible, from the start.  All Creation 
finds both its origin and its fulfilment in 
Him, its rightful heir (Colossians 1:15-17). 
You will notice from Colossians 1:17 that, 
far from Christ fitting into our system, we 
can only ‘fit’ – and thus find coherence and 
meaning – in His… or rather, in HIM.

It is through Christ alone that we can 
know the face of God, and His salvation 
in our lives. Jesus is fully God and fully 
human, Christ – the God-Man – is the 
perfect mediator.  By His saving death He 
has bridged the gulf between heaven and 
earth (Philippians 2:5-11).

No one else will do. That was the blazing 
conviction of those first-century Christians.  

Beside Christ there was no other name (Acts 
4:12). Historically, Christ’s name claims 
supreme recognition in all the areas of life 
that matter most. It happened in the world of 
worship – where the Druids, ju-ju men, witch 
doctors, temple priests and the gigantic gods 
Mithras, Serapis, Diana, Jupiter and Venus 
were all swept away.

It also happened in the world of suffering. 
When we put the leaders of history and of 
thought together, it is quite clear that none 
of them suffered as Jesus did. In Him we 
see God incarnate, living among us, loving, 
suffering, dying and reclaiming. This fact 
alone is enough to explain the beginning 
of hospitals in our world. They were never 
begun by a state department. They owe their 
origin to the influence of Christ, and reflect 
His compassion.

It  happened  in the world of creativity. 
Christ has inspired symphonies, paintings, 
soaring architectures and enduring literature. 
Take Christ away, and the writings of 
Shakespeare would be meaningless. Atheism, 
by its very nature, could never have this 
impact, for atheism has no wings.

It happened in the world of eternity. The 
pre-Christian epitaphs say it all: ‘I was not, I 
was born, I lived, I am not, that is all’.  Into 
that world exploded the message of Christ, 
bodily raised from death, never to die again. 
That message alone is enough to change our 
view of the entire universe. The universe 
itself only fits because of Christ.

Why do we need 
Advent?
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This year we’ve been remembering 
the   Battle of Britain, described by 
Winston Churchill in August 1940 

as ‘one of the decisive battles of the war... 
never in the field of human conflict was so 
much owed by so many to so few.’ It was 
a dramatic turning point in the history of 
the Second World War. The occasions for 
Remembrance this month will provide us 
times of gratitude for what was achieved in 
the darkest moments of war.

However,  this year we are very aware 
of our own struggles with the worldwide 
Covid-19 pandemic. We face an unseen 
enemy, but the effects on our lives and 
society are almost as devastating as world 
war.

Remembering is not just about focusing 
on past events. It is also about making 
present past events, as we give thanks for 
all that took place. The Battle of Britain was 
fought by the Few and won in the skies over 
the Channel. In our battle with the virus, 
we can call to mind the victory of Jesus: 
‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the 
dead, descended from David.’ (2 Timothy 
2:8). Jesus secured the victory of death by 
His cross and resurrection, so that we don’t 
need to fear death, but trust in His loving 
purposes for our lives.

Currently we can’t see clearly what the 
future holds for us; it may be very different 
from what we might expect. However, we 
can pray for God’s will to be done and that 
we will play our part, just as each of those 
airmen did so many years ago.

Canon Paul Hardingham, ©Parish Pump

We Will Remember – 80 
years on

‘They shall grow not old as we 
that are left grow old: Age shall 
not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. At the going down of 
the sun and in the morning we 
will remember them.’

ARNSIDE 
REMEMBERS

No Remembrance service in 
church this year, our service on 
Sunday 8th November will be 
our normal service at 9.30am. 

A short service will take 
place at the memorial garden 

on the recreation field at 
10.50am with wreaths laid by 

organisations.

IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE
If you are writing cheques for the treasurer 
please can you make them payable to: 
ARNSIDE PCC                    Thankyou.
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COLLECTS and READINGS for SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER
All Saints’ Day - Sunday 1 
November
Revelation 7.9-17; Psalm 34.1-10
1 John 3.1-3; Matthew 5.1-12
Collect: Almighty God,
you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our 
Lord: grant us grace so to follow your blessed 
saints in all virtuous and godly living
that we may come to those inexpressible joys
that you have prepared for those who truly 
love you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.      Amen. 

The Third Sunday before Advent 
- Sunday 8 November
Wisdom of Solomon 6.12-16; Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4.13-18; Matthew 25.1-13
Collect: Almighty Father,
whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the King of all:
govern the hearts and minds of those in 
authority, and bring the families of the nations,
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,
to be subject to his just and gentle rule;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.                         Amen. 

The Second Sunday before 
Advent - Sunday 15 November
Zephaniah 1.7,12-18; Psalm 90.1-12
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11; Matthew 25.14-30
Collect: Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy 
the works of the devil and to make us the 
children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope, may purify 

ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great 
glory we may be made like him in his eternal 
and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Christ the King - Sunday 22 
November
Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24; Psalm 95.1-7
Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.31-46
Collect: Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the 
throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and 
King: keep the Church in the unity of the 
Spirit and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to worship 
at his feet;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.                       
Amen. 

The First Sunday of Advent - 
Sunday 29 November 
(Lectionary Year B begins)
Isaiah 64.1-9; Psalm 80.1-19
1 Corinthians 1.3-9; Mark 13.24-37
Collect: Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 
great humility; that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.       Amen. 



READERS FOR NOVEMBER

Sunday 1st November
(All Saints Day)

Revelation 7: 9-17 - Mrs A Brown
Matthew 5: 1-12

Sunday 8th November
(3rd Sunday before Advent 

Remembrance Sunday)
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 - Mrs J Bratt

Matthew 25: 1-13 

Sunday  15th November
(2nd Sunday before Advent)

Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 - Mr A Mitchell
Matthew 25: 14-30 

Sunday  22nd November
(Christ The King)

Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 - Mrs S Woodburn
Matthew 25: 31-46

Sunday  29th November
(1st Sunday of Advent)

Isaiah 64: 1-9 - Mrs J Mitchell
Mark: 13: 24-37 

The Gospel is read by the Vicar.
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LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES
Storth Village Church

Sunday: 10.30am
(Methodist & Anglican)

Beetham St Michael and All 
Angels

Sunday: 11.00am Parish Communion
info: 

beethamstmichaelsandallangels.co.uk

Arnside Methodist Church
Sunday: 10.30am - See website for 

details: arnsidemethodistchurch.org.uk

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church

Saturdays 5.30pm (Mass)
Thursdays 9.30am

http://www.
catholicparishofarnsideandmilnthorpe.org.uk
(booking for Mass required, see website for 

contact details)

Yealand Quaker Meeting
This is located at the top of the hill 
on Yealand Rd , Yealand Conyers.

Meeting for Worship: 
Sundays, 10.30 - 11.30

Further details Alan and Sue Tyldesley. 
01524 732336

(please check times with Alan or Sue)
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SAINT OF THE MONTH:
19th November -Hilda - 
Abbess of Whitby

Hilda played a key role in the early 
English Christian church, and she 
may even have been the first to 

encourage the writing of Christian poetry.
She was born a princess, into the Deiran 

(Northumbrian) dynasty, and her sister 
became Queen of the East Angles, with 
whom the Deiran had connections.

In those days East Anglia had close ties 
with the Gallic Church, and because of her 
sister, Hilda came under that influence.  
She was actually on her way to take her 
monastic vows near Paris when the Bishop 
of Lindisfarne, Aidan, called her back to 
Northumbria.

Back home, she went into seclusion for 
a time, before being sent to be abbess of a 
religious house in Hartlepool in 649.

Eight years later, Hilda felt moved 
to establish a religious community at 
Streasnaeshalch (later renamed Whitby). 
Her community was a royal establishment, 
a double monastery (both men and women) 
and became famous for its learning. Five 
bishops were to be trained there.

Whitby was also, of course, the venue for 
the famous Synod of Whitby in 664. With 
Hilda acting as hostess, the Synod met to 
decide upon the date of Easter.  The issue at 
stake was greater than that, though, for the 
decision would sway the Church in Britain to 
adapt either the Celtic or Roman traditions. 

Although Hilda defended the Celtic 
church customs, she accepted with grace the 
decision of the Synod to accept the Roman 
date for Easter, and she then worked to unite 
the Church throughout the land.

The Soldier’s Prayer

I asked God for strength, that I might 
achieve,
I was made weak, that I might learn 
humbly to obey.

I asked for health, that I might do greater 
things,
I was given infirmity, that I might do better 
things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy,
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise 
of men,
I was given weakness, that I might feel the 
need of God.
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life,
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for –
But everything that I had hoped for,
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers 
were answered.
I am among all men most richly blessed.

Soldier in American Civil War
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1st November:  All Saints’ 
Day – the feast day of all the 
redeemed
All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of 
all the redeemed, known and unknown, 
who are now in heaven. When the English 
Reformation took place, the number of 
saints in the calendar was drastically 
reduced, with the result that All Saints’ 
Day stood out with a prominence that it 
had never had before. 

This feast day first began in the East, 
perhaps as early as the 5th century, as 
commemorating ‘the martyrs of the 
whole world’. A Northern English 9th 
century calendar named  All Hallows as a 
principal feast, and such it has remained. 
Down the centuries devotional writers 
have seen in it the fulfilment of Pentecost 
and indeed of Christ’s redemptive 
sacrifice and resurrection.

The saints do not belong to any 
religious tradition, and their lives and 
witness to Christ can be appreciated by 
all Christians. Richard Baxter, writing in 
the 17th century, wrote the following:

He wants not friends that hath thy love,
 And made converse and walk with 
thee,And with thy saints here and above,
 With whom for ever I must be...

As for my friends, they are not lost;
 The several vessels of thy fleet,

Though parted now, by tempests tost,
 Shall safely in thy haven meet....

The heavenly hosts, world without end,
 Shall be my company above;

And thou, my best and surest Friend,
 Who shall divide me from thy love?*

1,255 ancient English churches were 
dedicated to All Saints - a number only 
surpassed by those dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary.
*(Maurice Frost (ed.), Historical 
Companion to Hymns Ancient and Modern 
(London: Clowes, 1962), no. 274, verses 
1,3,6.

Vicar’s Sunday Notes
If you do not receive Andrew’s weekly 
email with links to audio service and 
church information, please do let him 
know and he will add you to the list. 

revdabn@gmail.com
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Visit the C of E online page
There is now a range of digital 

resources for to you connect with God 
at this difficult time.  These include:

Time to Pray app: 
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/
time-to-pray
which is free and has an accompanying 
daily audio offering on SoundCloud and 
iTunes.

Mental health reflections: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
faith-action/mental-health-resources/
supporting-good-mental-health

Tips to tackle isolation:
 https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-
action/mental-health-resources/dealing-
loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips

More details at:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/
more/media-centre/church-online

DAILY HOPE PHONE LINE
The Church of England has developed a 
national free phone line to help support 
those who might feel particularly isolated 
at this time, especially if they have no 
access to the internet. The phone number 
is 

0800 804 8044 
and provides a collection of readings, 
prayers and hymns that can be listened to, 
all of which will be updated regularly. If 
you know of anyone who might appreciate 
this service, please do let them know the 
phone number and pray that it will be a 
blessing to many.

Over the coming months the church 
communities in the Kent Estuary 

Mission Community will be meeting 
for prayer twice each month (on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays) at 10.30am for a time 
of prayer together. To begin with this will be 
via Zoom and you can join us using the link: 

http://bit.ly/KEMCPrayer.
If you haven’t used Zoom before clicking 

the link will enable you to download the 
program and log-in (using an email address). 
It is quite easy and straightforward, and 
provides a good means of connecting for 
meetings amid the current uncertainties. 

We will pray for our common life and 
for our collective witness across the Kent 
Estuary. Everyone is very welcome to join 
in these prayer gatherings, which for the 
moment will be online rather than in 
person, trusting that as we gather together 
we are united together in the Lord through the 
power and presence of the Holy Spirit. Please 
do join us, you would be most welcome!
10 November - St Thomas’, Milnthorpe
24 November - Storth Village Church
8 December - St Michael and All Angels, 
Beetham
22 December - Levens Methodist

Kent Estuary Mission 
Community 

Why should you bother to 
pray? 
The great preacher C.H. Spurgeon once said 
this of prayer: ‘God says to His own son: 
“Ask of Me and I will give you the nation 
for your inheritance.” [Psalm 2:7-8] If the 
royal and divine Son cannot be exempt from 
the rule of asking, that He may have; you 
and I cannot expect that rule to be relaxed 
in our favour. God will bless Elijah and send 
rain - but Elijah must pray for it.’  And God 
promises us that if we really seek Him, He 
will make sure that we find Him.
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FROM THE EDITOR

The deadline for the December/January 
magazine is Monday,   Monday, 9th 

November, 2020.
You can email me on  -  

sandy.felton@btopenworld.com

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES:
Sandy.felton@btopenworld.com

PARISH NEWS

From the Church 
Register

CONGRATULATIONS

FUNERALS

Tuesday 6th October
Beetham Hall
Diana Phipps

Friday 9th October
Sheila May

Rest in Peace

FACE MASKS
Please note that the wearing of a face mask is 
now mandatory in a range of indoor venues 
including places of worship and church halls. 
Face coverings need not be worn by 
worshippers when they consume the 
consecrated bread. 

Mike & Kay Crabtree
on their Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary
Our warmest congratulations to Mike and 
Kay who celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary in September. 

They were married on 17th September 
1960 at St John the Baptist Broughton Parish 
Church, Lancashire.  The Rev A.C Oatridge 
officiated, followed by a receiption at the 
Barton Grange Hotel, Barton. 

Mike and Kay were delighted to receive a 
card of congratulation from H.M. The Queen 
on their Diamond Wedding Day. 

We send our good wishes for many happy 
years ahead. 

Mike and Kay,  may The Lord Bless you 
and keep you, may his face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you, 
May the Lord turn his face towards you 

and give you peace.

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Can all box holders please keep hold of your 
boxes until after Christmas. Steph Woodburn 
will advise on collection in the New Year 
once she has consulted with the Society and 
it has been decided what is the best way to 
make the donations.  Thank you.
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Lord, prop us up!

There is a story of an old farmer who always prayed 
the same prayer at his church meeting. 'Lord, prop 
us up on our leanin' side’. After hearing this many 

times, his minister asked him one day quite what he meant.

The famer replied: “Well, it's like this... I’ve got an old 
barn out in one of my fields. It's been there a long time, 
and gone through a lot of storms. 

“One day a few years ago I noticed that it was leaning to 
one side a bit. So, I went and got some poles and propped 
it up on its leaning side, so it wouldn't fall. Then I got to 
thinking about how much I was like that old barn. I've been 
around a long time, and seen plenty of storms in life. I was 
still standing, but I was also leaning a bit. So, I decided to 
ask the Lord to prop me up, too, on my leaning side.

Our ‘leaning side’ is where we are weakest in ourselves. 
Sometimes we get to leaning toward anger, bitterness, 
bleakness in life. Then we too need to pray for God to 
prop us up, especially on that leaning side.  He wants us to 
stand tall and free, in Him.

Food
People at my workplace have 
started a funny new tradition 
where they give names to the 
food in the office fridge. Today 
I ate a sandwich called Mark, 
followed by some cake called 
Rosie.  

Fire in church
The town's fire prevention 
officer was conducting a health 
and safety course at the local 
church. The officer said to the 
minister: “Now imagine this: it 
is a Sunday morning and you 
have a number of people, spread 
socially distanced, throughout 
your church building. Some are 
in the choir stalls, some are in 
the kitchen, and some are in the 
nave.  Suddenly, a big fire breaks 
out. What are the first steps you 
would take?”
The minister thought carefully 
for a moment. “Really big ones,” 
he said.

Late
Being the office supervisor, I 
had to have a word with a new 
employee who never arrived at 
work on time.  I explained that 
her tardiness was unacceptable 
and that other employees had 
noticed that she was walking in 
late every day. 
After listening to my complaints, 
she agreed that this was a problem 
and even offered a solution.  "Is 
there another door I could use?"


















