
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                Sunday, October 18th, 2020 

 ePEWS NEWS 

 

         

8am Holy Communion, Dunsfold 
10am: JOINT PARISH COMMUNION AT  
ST PETER’S CHURCH, HASCOMBE 
     
      
 CELEBRANT: Rev Ian Maslin 

OT: Exodus 33: 12-end 
NT: 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22: 15-22 

Collect for 19th Sunday after Trinity: O God, forasmuch 
as without you we are not able to please you: mercifully 
grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 
rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER AND THE 
ROUTE TO REAL GENEROSITY 

The Transforming Generosity podcasts have continued 
this week with several outstanding talks including one 
about the Parable of the Sower (Luke 8: 1-15) by Frances 
Trickey, the vicar of St Andrew’s, Oxshott. 

We all know the story about the sower who throws the 
seed onto the different types of ground to varying degrees 
of success. Reverend Trickey takes up the story. 

“God gives unstintingly of himself and of his Son Jesus. 
He has given me life itself and all that I have. My family 
and friendships, my home and all my resources including 
my money. 

“My role, and the role of all followers of Jesus, is to 
be the good soil of this parable. The medium in which 
the seed of God’s Holy Spirit is nurtured and enabled 
to grow into ripe fruit which crucially includes the 
fruit of Godly, unstinting generosity and stewardship 
of all that I am and have. 

“What does this parable teach us about how to become 
and remain good soil? The images are mostly negative 
and couched in the terms of what we must try to avoid but 
each one of them provides us with a positive challenge. 

“First, the path which provides no growing medium for the 
seed. It represents people who hear of God’s love and 
forgiveness but who do not respond with real belief. The 
challenge here is have I responded to God’s love and 
forgiveness to me or am I merely familiar with it?  

“The rocky soil represents those who start enthusiastically 
as followers of Jesus but who develop no real roots. So 
that when life becomes tough there is nothing to anchor 
the seed in the soil. Am I willing to spend time on the daily 
disciplines of Bible study and prayer which help develop 
an unshakeable faith? 

“The thorns stand for things which gradually grow up and 
displace the good soil in me. The challenge in this case is 
to make sure that I keep putting God and his kingdom 
values first. Perhaps I need to make myself accountable 
to someone to help in this.” 

To register and receive the daily link please sign up at 
www.cofeguildford.org.uk/generosity 

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold 
Church. If you have any concerns or 
information you wish to pass on please 
contact our safeguarding officer, Hazel 
Wiltshire on 01403 753847 or email her at 
hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net 

OUR CHURCH SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 

October 18 
8 am BCP Holy Communion         Dunsfold 
10am Joint Parish Communion     Hascombe 

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/generosity
mailto:hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net


REVEREND IAN MASLIN’S  
REFLECTIONS ON  
THE GOSPEL READING 

The Pharisees had deliberately set out to trap 
Jesus by asking Him if it is right to pay taxes to 
Caesar. But it was the Pharisees themselves who 
fell into a trap, that of trying to divide the physical 
from the spiritual. 
If Jesus says that paying taxes to a pagan conqueror 
is permissible, then they can denounce Him as 
spiritually unworthy, someone who does not respect 
the higher authority of God.   
However, If Jesus says paying tax is not permissible, 
His enemies would hope that the Roman occupiers 
would intervene and arrest Jesus for inciting revolt.   
Jesus’ reply is more than an intellectually deft escape. 
It is a profound comment on the relationship between 
the physical and the spiritual, between the sacred and 
the secular.   
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s 
and to God the things that are God’s,” says Jesus.   
He urges us to give due attention to the secular and 
the material and proper attention to the sacred and the 
spiritual in their turn.   
He does not suggest that we attempt to divide the two 
and live either entirely in the physical, or completely in 
the spiritual domain, like a hermit.   
Rather, Jesus warns that as human beings, with 
bodies and souls, we cannot afford to disregard either.   
There is a temptation to separate our lives into 
physical or spiritual boxes. For some people work can 
become a purely physical realm where they earn 
money and carry out their tasks without consideration 
of the other dimensions of their faith which might 
apply.   
They mistakenly imagine that God is not interested in 
this aspect of their lives, or in the mundane household 
business of living.   
Jesus reminds us that God is interested in all that we 
do, asking us to deal wisely and thoughtfully with the 
material as well as the spiritual aspects of life.   
God wants us to pray and worship and do good, but 
He also cares about how and where we spend our 
money and how we go about earning it.   
We need Christ’s wisdom and grace if we are to 
escape from the trap of boxing our lives into the sacred 
and secular. When moral or ethical dilemmas interrupt 
the humdrum physical box we call work/home we need 
courage not to turn a blind eye or to opt for a quiet life.   
While we are engaged in secular activities, spiritual 
values, those of love and justice, still apply.   
Our duty to God, and God’s law, is paramount.   

Yet such spiritual values should not lead us to despise 
the secular, events or people. If our religious 
convictions leads us to shun all that is not purely 
spiritual, we could end up with a life as barren as that 
of a miser. 

Jesus calls us to treat the sacred and secular with due 
respect, to strive to integrate them, not to separate 
them. We need to be ready to find the sacred in the 
apparently secular and to allow our spiritual values to 
influence our lives in the material realm.  

Amen 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: The priests and deacons ordained in the Diocese 
of Guildford this week. We pray for all people who are 
investigating their own calling to serve the church. 

WORLD: At the end of World Homeless Week we pray for 
the work of the Church Homeless Trust and the 
people they help. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Barbara Crabb, 
Sally Rivett, Jacky Williams, Alli, Judy Bolt,  

              Sue and Dennis Evans, Peter Hutley, Sally Davis,  
 Lorna Thompson, Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH COMMUNITY 

The lockdown rules have changed yet again. We are well 
aware that some people will need enhanced support over the 
coming weeks and life may get even more complicated. And 
there are others who are fearful of venturing too far from 
home. 

If you need help, feel lonely or are afraid please call any of 
the people listed here for help. You may be at home but you 
are never alone within the Dunsfold Church Community. 

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
Pam Walker 201140 
pamwalker2020@gmail.com  

CHRISTMAS 2020 SHOEBOX APPEAL 

We have decided to go ahead with this year’s 
appeal although we know it may well be in a 
different context. Please see the article in the 
November parish magazine. We have leaflets 
available from Sandy Crowther and Susie Maslin. 
Any queries please call Susie on 200048.

PS. According to the Washington Post’s fact 
checker President Donald Trump has lied or 
provided misleading information to the public 
over 20,000 times since he took office. His 
son Eric is following in his father’s footsteps. 

Last week Tweedledee claimed his father had 
“literally saved Christianity.” Well Donald is 
not the Messiah and Eric is just a very 
naughty boy! 
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