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Churchyard Tidying thumbs its 
nose at Covid and starts up again! 

The seasons wait for no 
one, and the cutting of the 
conservation area could not be 
delayed further. Mrs Clarke took 
control of the sickle (I’m not 

allowed anywhere near sharp 
objects since the accident...) and 
we quickly had this years growth 
cut down. I must have moved 
several tonnes of vegetation 
to the compost area (at least it 
felt like several tonnes). We also 

discovered another headstone - 
John Thompson Rushworth who 
died in 1874. 

John Clarke
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to the November 2020 edition of 
Connected.
I find that it’s difficult to know 
where we are this year. Most of 
the common markers are missing 
– Halloween, Bonfire night, 
Remembrance Day services 
are all less visible. And yet the 
celebration of Christmas will 
surely be on us very soon. The 
various craft groups have been 
working away during lockdown, 
and we are delighted to give 
some pages to them to display 
their wares that are for sale now. 
Why not take a look? But don’t 
take too long to decide because 
stocks are limited…
Revd. Hannah Suekarran writes 
about the passing of the seasons 
this month in the Dear Friends 
piece, and Tony Service returns 
to update everyone on matters in 
the Methodist circuit.

Revd. Pete gives thanks for 
the work of Claire Nutt who 
has passed on the baton of St 
Wilfrid’s churchwarden to Pat 
Jarvis. Mike Bunn also supplied a 
poem about the seasons which 
I’m delighted to include. Finally 
I have extracted some of Tony 
William’s images of Fayres at St 
Francis from years gone by.
The Brayton Parish Website 
(www.StWil fr idsParish.com) 
sends out notices of Services 
and events in St Francis and St 
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers. 
It is easy to subscribe on the 
website, so why not use this 
method of staying up-to-date 
on news in the Parish? It is of 
course free.

Printed copies of Connected 
delivered to your door cost £5 
a year (£4 for pensioners) , or 
you can pick up a single copy 

for 75p in Brayton Post Office 
or, in normal times, from any of 
the Churches mentioned within 
these pages. Subscriptions run 
from June each year. Thanks to 
those who have already paid the 
2020 annual subscriptions. These 
subscriptions almost cover the 
cost of the paper and printing. 
If possible please pay the person 
who delivers your Connected by 
cheque made out to ‘Brayton 
PCC’, or by on-line payment.

You may also download 
Connected free from the 
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.

Articles for Connected are 
always gratefully received, by the 
11th of the month please.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

Welcome

Cover image of Claire Nutt’s presentation by Revd. Pete Watson.
Report on page 9
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Mike Bunn 17th December 2001

The changing of the season from summer to autumn brings colour 
all around
Yellow turns from green to gold to red and bronze
The canvas of nature is a spectacle to hold
Leaves have all gone as autumn fades and winter descends
The days are crisp and the skies are blue, evenings are chilled by 
winds from the north
Daylight passes quickly as night takes a hold
We all dream of spring and the early morning dew’s glistening 
in the sun

With winter descending our thoughts turn to Christmas, 
Oh to be a child again.
Children’s voices can be heard playing in the fresh crisp snow.
A solitary snowman stands proud and strong. Tears appear  
as the warmth
From a bright shinning sun warms a chilly day.
Cries of joy from children begin to fade and gradually all goes quite
Except for the sound of a lonely snowman crying in the snow

Spring is in the air the sun shines bright and the leaves are green
Mist slowly creeping along the meadows weaving among the trees
The early morning frost is battling against the rays of the sun
Gradually fading as the sun rises higher bringing a glistening shine 
to the meadows below
 The sound of dripping frost echo’s in the silent early morning
The birds singing brings warmth to our hearts
 As they announce the arrival of spring

Summer is here at last the days get longer and the nights shorter
Colour appears everywhere, skies are brilliant blue and the sun 
burns orange red
Fields of yellow wheat and brilliant red poppies sway as the warm 
gentle wind’s blow
Birds, bees & butterflies are in abundance as Mother Nature  
works her magic.M
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The last time I wrote here it 
was Spring, and now as I write 
Autumn is in full swing; and what 
an unexpected and unsettling 
series of events have happened in 
between!

Over the next few weeks, as 
the leaves in all their autumnal 
glory begin to fall to the ground, 
and the harvests of plums and 
apples comes to an end, the 
temperature will steadily drop 
as winter creeps in. This time 
of changing seasons is also a 
time of remembrance; both 
the kind that lights up our early 
November skies with bright 
colours as we recall gunpowder, 
treason and plot; and the kind 
that calls us to keep silence, 
as we pause to reflect on 
many brave and unimaginable 
sacrifices and give our thanks 
for the freedom which they 
have brought. In the church 
calendar we mark All Souls 
and All Saints, remembering 
those whom we have loved and 
lost, and many who have gone 
before us in the faith and given 
us an example to follow.

As we look back, with the 
seasons shifting around us, 
amid a global pandemic that is 
far from over, we are perhaps 
made more aware than usual 
of change. Change in our own 
lives and change in the world 
around us. Some changes will 
feel positive, others less so. Some 
will have caused grief, and others 
joy. Change can be exciting and 
hopeful, concerning and upsetting 
in equal measure. I’m sure all of 
us have experienced something 
of the latter two emotions to a 
greater or lesser degree over the 
past eight months.

But perhaps the seasons 
themselves have something to 

teach us about change. A couple 
of years ago I attended a quiet day 
led by Margaret Sentamu, based 
on a book by Sister Joyce Rupp 
entitled Praying Our Goodbyes. 
We considered Sister Joyce’s 
observation that there is an ache 
in autumn, as we watch things in 

nature die on the approach to 
winter. And yet we know that 
this is part of a cycle. Winter is 
followed by spring, and spring 
brings new growth, which often 
begins deep under the ground 
during the colder months. 
Change can involve loss, worry 
and uncertainty, but the seasons 
give us hope that it may also be 
the start of something new.

The Bible holds within it many 
similar images. In the Old 
Testament the prophet Ezekiel 
speaks of new life being breathed 
into dry bones; Isaiah tells of 
God saying, ’See, I am doing a 
new thing…I am making a way 
in the wilderness and streams in 

the wasteland.’ And in the New 
Testament God’s promise to 
bring new life out of loss takes 
on human form in the person 
of Jesus, who walks a path 
from life, through death, to life 
again, giving us the hope of new 
life with God for all eternity. 
None of these instances avoid 
times of struggle and sadness, 
but the cry of God in scripture 
is a cry echoed in the cycle of 
the seasons. Somehow, there is 
always hope.

So in this season of 
remembering; with gratitude 
for lives lived and sadness 
for lives lost; and as we each 
grapple with the uncertainty of 
what the next few months might 
hold, perhaps the changing 
seasons can serve as a reminder 
of God’s promises - of ways in 
the wilderness, streams in the 
wasteland and life out of death. 
After all, the green shoots of 
Spring begin their life in the 
depths of the earth long before 
they are seen, and while they 
are hidden, we know they will 
break through the surface of 

the soil in their time.

Revd. Hannah Suekarran

Dear Friends
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November
I mentioned last month that 
October was an Ordinary month 
because it only had Ordinary 
Sundays on the Church calendar. 
Well, we continue with Ordinary 
Sundays into November but 
four out the five this year can be 
converted into Special Sundays. 
All Saints Day (Nov 1)
November 1st is All Saints Day, a 
great day when we can celebrate 
the lives and deaths of all saints, 
known and unknown, especially 
those who have been influential 
in our own lives and for their 
witness. This year All Saints Day 
falls on a Sunday so it can be 
celebrated as part of our normal 
Sunday worship. All Saints Day is 
followed by All Souls Day, a day 
of prayer and remembrance for 
the souls of those who have died. 
The Christian celebration of All 
Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day 
stems from a belief that there is a 
powerful spiritual bond between 
those in heaven (the “Church 
triumphant”) and the living (the 
“Church militant”). 

Saints in the New Testament 
are those people who are holy 
people, not pious, goody-goody 
religious people but those who 
have been “set apart” and called 
by God to do His work. The 
late Rev Margaret Cundiff wrote 
about a small boy who was asked 
“What is a saint?” The reply 
was “A saint is someone the 
light shines through” Margaret 
commented that was a perfect 
description of a saint, someone 
the light shines through, the light 
of the love of Jesus. 

It is these people that we 
celebrate especially on All Saints 
Day. An old fashioned word 
for being made holy is to be 
“hallowed”, thus the words in the 

Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed be thy 
name”, means “May your name 
be holy”. All Saints Day has been 
called “All Hallows’ Day” (though 
I have never heard it called that) 
so the evening before becomes 
Hallowe’en. 

Now I know a lot of people, 
children particularly, including 
my own grandchildren when they 
were younger, get a lot fun out 
of Halloween with dressing up 
in spooky costumes and having 
Halloween parties and going 
trick and treating but it has never 
resonated with me as a Christian. 
We do not open the door on 
Hallowe’en to trick and treaters. 
To me, Hallowe’en is subliminally 
leading youngsters into the 
sphere of darkness and evil. I 
would much prefer to focus the 
light of All Saints Day rather than 
the darkness of Hallowe’en, all 
those wonderful people through 
whom the light of Jesus shines. 
Remembrance Sunday (Nov 8)
Then we move to the next 
Sunday which is Remembrance 
Sunday, the Sunday nearest to 
Remembrance Day. World War 1 
hostilities formally ended “at the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month”, following an armistice 

signed by the Allies and Germany 
at Compiègne in France earlier 
that morning. That date became 
Armistice Day. The following 
year, King George V declared 
November 11 to be Remembrance 
Day and an annual remembrance 
would be held with a two minutes 
silence at 11.00 am in memory of 
those who had given their lives in 
the service of their country. 

After the end of the Second 
World War, Remembrance Day 
was essentially replaced with 
Remembrance Sunday, the Sunday 
nearest to November 11th but a 
resurgence in interest twenty 
years ago brought Remembrance 
Day back into focus and many 
people in shops, offices, factories 
and organisations pause in silence 
at 11 o’clock on November 11th. 
Our service on November 8 will 
focus on Remembrance Sunday 
with the two minutes silence at 
11.00 am and we invite all who 
would like to join us for this time 
of remembrance. 
Sunday before Advent (Nov 22)
So we come to the end of the 
Christian year and the end of 
our Church (lectionary) Bible 
readings based on the gospel of 
St Matthew. The Sunday before 

Methodist News
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Advent is also headed “Christ 
the King” where we celebrate 
Jesus as the King of Creation, 
the Lord of all. So we sing the 
hymn: 

Christ triumphant, ever 
reigning 
Saviour, Master, King 
Lord of heaven, our lives 
sustaining 
Hear us as we sing 
Yours the glory and the 
crown, 
The high renown, the 
eternal name.
This Sunday in the 

Methodist Church is 
also Women against 
Violence Sunday when 
we also bring to people’s 
attention the need to 
focus on the continuing 
unacceptability of all 
kinds of violence, mainly 
against women but also 
against men. We share 
in the declaration: 

That abusive 
behaviour is wrong.
that women and men should 
live in safety,
that no-one should harm 
another person;
that women and men should 
know the constancy of love,
that no-one should blow hot 
and cold in relationships
that women and men should 
feel secure, content,
that no-one should have 
violence used against them;
that women and men should 
feel free to speak out,
that no-one should constrain 
or deny the truth;
that women and men should 
grow towards wholeness,
that no-one should restrict 
another one’s growth;
that a change of behaviour 
is right,
In the name of Christ.

On a lighter note, the Sunday 
before Advent is also Stir Up 
Sunday. Why? Because there are 
special prayers for every Sunday 
called Collects and the Collect 
Prayer for this Sunday has the 
words: 

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of 
your faithful people, that they, 
bringing forth the fruits of good 
works, may by you be richly 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

In past times (maybe nowadays 
as well?) on Stir-up Sunday, families 

would return from Church and 
give their Christmas pudding its 
traditional lucky stir. The pudding 
mixture was always stirred from 
East to West in honour of the 
three Wise Men who visited the 
baby Jesus. There is a children’s 
song with the words: 

Stir up, we beseech thee (the 
original words of the prayer)
The pudding in the pot.
And when we get home
We’ll eat the lot! 

Advent Sunday (Nov 29)
It is five years ago since we had 
five Sundays in November and 
this last Sunday in November is 
the start of our new Christian 
year when we begin again with 
the season of advent leading to 
Christmas, Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter and Pentecost and our 
lectionary readings are based 
on the gospel of St Mark, the 

shortest and (in my opinion) the 
most dynamic of the four gospels. 
Looking back to Harvest 
(Sept 20)
As we move into November, 
Harvest time seems a long time 
ago but its memory lingers into 
the darker, winter nights. And 
it was so different this year due 
to the pandemic. Several of 
our usual congregation still felt 
unable to join us because of their 
understandable concerns but we 
were still blessed with about 80% 
of our normal congregation. The 

uniformed organisations 
who normally join us 
were also absent for 
safety and “crowd” 
reasons. 

People sat on socially 
distanced chairs. 
Everybody was masked. 
No hymns were sung 
though we listened to 
four hymns (instead of 
five) on a CD player. We 
sanitised our hands on 

entering and leaving. There was 
none of the usual chatter and 
banter before or after the service 
as people came in quietly and sat 
down straightaway. 

We had decided that gifts of 
food would be passed on to the 
Selby Food Bank and for those 
who preferred to give money, 
we would give the money to 
Water Aid. Last year, through 
Water Aid, we twinned our two 
toilets with toilets in Zambia and 
the Ivory Coast so, with some 
residual money for Water Aid 
from last year, we decided we 
would again donate our monetary 
gifts to this charity. Our minister 
Rev Philip Macdonald took the 
service and he themed his service 
and sermon around the story of 
the Jesus meeting the Samaritan 
woman at the well and asking for 
a drink of water but then leading 

“Stir up, we beseech thee 
The pudding in the pot. 
And when we get home 
We’ll eat the lot!
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on to talk about his special gift, 
the water of life available to all 
who put their faith and trust in 
him (John 4). 

No Harvest Lunch this year 
because of the pandemic situation 
but we were able to provide 70 lb 
of food to Selby Food Bank and 
just under £200 to Water Aid 
following the service. 

Back to November
I wonder how many people 
recollect that poem by Thomas 
Hood which typifies the month of 
November? 

No sun - no moon! 
No morn - no noon - 
No dawn - no dusk - no 
proper time of day - 
No sky - no earthly view - 
No distance looking blue - 
No road - no street - no 
‘t’other side the way’ - 
No end to any Row - 
No indications where the 
Crescents go - 
No top to any steeple - 
No recognitions of familiar 
people - 
No courtesies for showing 
‘em - 

No knowing ‘em - 
No travelling at all - no 
locomotion, 
No inkling of the way - no 
notion - 
‘No go’ - by land or ocean - 
No mail - no post - 
No news from any foreign 
coast - 
No Park - no Ring - no 

afternoon gentility - 
No company - no nobility - 
No warmth, no cheerfulness, 
no healthful ease, 
No comfortable feel in any 
member - 
No shade, no shine, no 
butterflies, no bees, 
No fruits, no flowers, no 
leaves, no birds, - 
November 

It seems quite a few of these 
lines resonate with the pandemic 
situation and the restrictions we 
are having to contend with? 
Philip’s Bus and Tram saga – 
another comment.
Readers may remember that 
Philip (our minister, Revd. Philip 
Macdonald) always had a (KitKat) 
bus behind him on one of his 

book shelves during his Sunday 
on-line services but he changed 
his bus to a biscuit tram (as 
pictured) as a symbolic protest 
against Nestlé moving away from 
Fairtrade chocolate for their 
KitKat production. The Editor, 
interestingly, inserted an image of 
a red, single deck tram with Leeds 
written on it. Leeds only had two 

single decked trams (Nos 601 & 
602) and, although the normal 
livery colour post war was red, 
these two were in purple because 
they were brought into service in 
1953, Coronation Year. No, I am 
not a tram geek. It’s just that I 
remember these trams very well 
because they were on our route 
from Crossgates into the city 
centre and it was always exciting 
as a youngster to travel on a 
“special” tram.

Tony Service
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On my own behalf, and on behalf 
of the church family at St Wilfrid’s 
and the wider parish, I want to say 
a huge thank you to Claire Nutt 
for her 3.5 years of unstinting, 
tireless, dedication as church 
warden. Her commitment to 
the life and mission of the parish 
has been second to none, and 
a blessing to us all. Thank you, 
Claire!  Can I also say a big thank 
you to Iain Nutt, who stepped 
down as churchwarden earlier 
this year after 2 years’ of equally 
dedicated service to the parish. 
Thank you, Iain!

I am delighted to announce 
that Pat Jarvis has agreed to be 
nominated to replace Claire as 

churchwarden, and was elected 
at the APCM on 18th October. I 
am thrilled Pat has so generously 
agreed to take on this role, and 
really look forward to working 
with her. Pat will introduce 
herself in due course to those 
who don’t already know her in an 
article in an upcoming edition of 
Connected!

Finally, a heartfelt thank you 
to David Howden, Vyv Griffiths 
and Roger Sowden, who have 
just stepped down after their 
3 year terms as PCC members. 
Many thanks to them for all they 
brought to the PCC. …and finally, 
finally (really!), I am very pleased 
to let you know that we have a 

new PCC member in the person 
of Mike Bunn. Thank you, Mike!

There are still places available 
for membership of the PCC, 
so please do consider if this is 
something you could offer to the 
life of the parish.

Blessings

Revd. Pete Watson

Claire Nutt with thank you gifts as she stepped down as churchwarden at APCM on 18th October…as you 
can see an APCM like no other, socially distanced and everyone masked up!

Thank You Claire!
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Anyone looking to explore 
religion in art might be well 
advised to start with Stanley 
Spencer (1881-1959).

Spencer was born in Cookham, 
Surrey. The village and its environs 
had a profound influence on the 
young boy to an extraordinary 
extent; he felt the influence of 
the divine in the buildings and 
countryside. Indeed he wrote 
that Cookham was ‘a village from 
heaven’.

As a painter Spencer produced 

many images based on his devout 
Christian outlook. Working within 
the British Neo-romanticism 
movement (its manifesto pushed 
against naturalism, and borrowed 
stylistically from artists as 
diverse as Blake and Picasso) he 
was galvanized by the threat of 
invasion from Europe. Many of his 
religious paintings were set within 
Cookham and featured known 
villagers as Biblical characters.

One such painting is The 
Resurrection, Cookham. This is a 
massive canvas – 5.4m wide by 
2.7m high – that was painted in 
1910. It shows the end of days 

(many Bible passages refer to the 
end of days, but 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
is perhaps the most appropriate) 
as the dead arise from their 
tombs and graves into paradise, 
in this case Cookham during the 
early 1900s. The scene is the 
churchyard of the Parish church, 
Holy Trinity, and the church 
building occupies much of the 
canvas. Spencer combines the 
epic with the everyday – the figure 
of God is present in the Church 
porch supporting his son Jesus, 

yet the prophets emerging from 
their tombs, and the dead arising 
from their graves, are all friends, 
family and neighbours. Spencer 
has even included himself – he is 
shown naked in the centre of the 
action, his arms resting between 
two headstones surveying the 
scene. People of colour are 
also presented, although this is 
predominantly a white Anglo-
Saxon vision of paradise.

For me this painting sums up 
Spencer’s devotion to God – it 
signals the abandoned joy of the 
coming resurrection. It is full of 
joy, hope, love and optimism. See 

how the dead brush soil from each 
other! And how healthy and alive 
they all seem! I also find Spencer’s 
choice of Cookham as the setting 
for the end of days intreging. And 
yet he seems to be saying that the 
resurrection, when it comes, will 
be for everyone, the great, the 
good and everyone else. So why 
not imagine this in Cookham? Or 
Brayton, Burn or Thorpe?

Many consider the 19 friezes 
that Spencer painted within 
Sandham Memorial Chapel in 

Burghclere, Hampshire, to be 
his greatest work. Now owned 
by the National Trust the friezes 
illustrate Stanley’s military 
experiences in the Great War. If 
you happen to be passing it’s well 
worth a visit. 

John Clarke

God in the Arts

Stanley Spencer
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God of the mountains, 
God of the valleys
Where were you when I laid the 
earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you 
understand. Who marked off its 
dimensions? Surely you know! Who 
stretched a measuring line across 
it? On what were its footings set, or 
who laid its cornerstone ... The earth 
takes shape like clay under a seal; 
its features stand out like those of 
a garment… Have you journeyed to 
the springs of the sea or walked in 
the recesses of the deep?

Job 38:4–7, 14, 16 (NIV)
These verses from the biblical 
book of Job focus on the Earth, 
from the top of the highest 
mountains to the deepest valleys 
of the sea floor. Job used to have 
a very comfortable life, but lost 
everything: health, children, and 
much of his property. He can see 
no obvious reason for this terrible 
turn of events, so he demands an 
answer from God, asking “What 
have I done to you…? Why have 
you made me your target?”

There is no direct reply to 
Job’s question, but instead a long 
conversation with his friends 

who assume (wrongly) that he 
must be being punished for doing 
something very bad. When God 
finally speaks, He draws Job’s 
attention to his surroundings. 
The sun, moon and stars, the 
immensity of land and sea, the 
creatures that inhabit them, 
and the processes that produce 
weather are a wonderful display 
of God’s creative power. God 
is the origin and sustainer of all 
these things, and they are far 
beyond anything humankind 

could produce, fully understand 
or imagine – even today.

The things we do know about 
the processes described in Job 
can help us appreciate how 
marvellous they are. Mountains 
are produced by the movement 
of the Earth’s rocky crust over 
great periods of time. Erosion by 
weathering or glaciers then grinds 
down those rocks to produce the 
mineral component of soil.

Considering the wider 
perspective of creation can help 
restore our sense of who we are, 
who God is, and where we fit 
into His purposes. God speaks to 

Job in the midst of his suffering, 
lifting his eyes to the power and 
creativity of his Maker. Only after 
this theology lesson are Job’s 
practical needs addressed. What 
will life be like for us over the 
coming months? A constant check 
on our own thinking – reminding 
ourselves of the bigger picture of 
God’s plans and purposes – might 
be just what we need to help us 
keep going.

This article drew very directly on 
the writing of Prof Bob White in 

New Daylight (BRF, Sept-Dec 2020), 
and the input of a Bible study group 
based in Cambridge.

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz

Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute 
for Science and Religion in 
Cambridge

God in the Sciences



www.StWilfridsParish.com Extended Online Version

 

12

Why are they selling poppies, Mummy?

Selling poppies in town today.

The poppies child are flowers of love.

For the men who marched away.

But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy?

Why not a beautiful rose ?

Because my child, men fought and died

In the field where the poppies grow.

But why are the poppies so red Mummy?

Why are the poppies so red ?

Red is the colour of blood, my child.

The blood that our soldiers shed.

The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy

Why does it have to be black?

Black, my child, is the symbol of grief.

For the men who never came back.

But why, Mummy are you crying so?

Your tears are giving you pain.

My tears are my fears for you my child.

For the world is forgetting again.
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With thanks to Shirley Croft for bringing 
this lovely poem this to our attention
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St Wilfrid’s Parish Notices
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)

Our postponed APCM was held at St Wilfrid’s as advertised on Sunday 18th October and 
we were pleased that 17 people attended. As you will read elsewhere four PCC members 
completed their three year term and two new members were elected. Therefore current 
members are Rev Pete Watson, Rev Rob Suekarran, Rev Hannah Suekarran, Jackie Jackman, 
Pat Jarvis (Churchwarden), Ruth Breeze (Secretary), Jill Clarke (Treasurer), Alastair Taylor, 
Paula Still, Mike Bunn. The Trustees Annual Report, reports from church organisations 
and the Rector’s report were all presented to the meeting. Printed and electronic copies 
of these reports are available- please contact Jill Clarke (01757 708646, treasurer@
stwilfridsparish.com) if you would like copies.

This year additional paragraphs were inserted regarding the effects of Covid as follows:-
since March 2020 activities have been much curtailed by the pandemic.  Worship in the 
church building ceased from mid-March to mid-July but starting on 29th March we have had 
YouTube online worship every Sunday at 10.30am, and then weekly Morning Prayer followed 
by Coffee & Catch-Up by Zoom which began on Wednesdays in June. The Wellbeing Café 
for those with mental health conditions, Friday Fun Club for pre-schoolers and parents, 
Refresh Bible Study/Fellowship group for younger women, Beer and Banter for younger 
men, the Zone and A2O for our teenagers also moved to zoom early on in lock-down 
and continue. Pete in Touch, a weekly video for our younger members and schools, was 
also available on YouTube from end of March, and continues as part of schools’ collective 
worships/assemblies.

With a number of others, our Rector was proactive in setting up a volunteer group to keep 
in phone contact with vulnerable members of the congregation and Parish who were self-
isolating, and help was also given delivering medicines and shopping.

Without church service collections, fees for weddings, and fundraising activities our income 
has markedly reduced and it has been necessary to decrease our Freewill Offering to the 
Diocese.  Standing order giving has been encouraged and online donations were set up, 
but as of end of September income (excluding a legacy) is still 34% down compared to end 
September 2019. Expenditure is 20% down.

Jill Clarke
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Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett 5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk (01405 869701)

Methodist Clergy

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:
7th October
Joyce Doreen Stronach (90) at St Wilfrid’s
8th October
Graham Postles (63) at York Crematorium
23rd October
Edward Slater (86) at St Wilfrid’s

Funerals

The Church floodlights were illuminated on:
21st October
In Loving Birthday Memories of John Leedham from Viv and all the family
8th November
In Loving Memory of Janet Budding

Floodlights

From the Parish Registers

if you would like the church illuminated to celebrate a birth, baptism, birthday marriage, 
anniversary, or the life of a loved one please contact Pat Griffiths on 01757 705793
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson p.finlinson@outlook.com
Part-time Assistant Curate
Revd. Hannah Suekarran hannahsuekarran@gmail.com  (07538 813079)
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran rpsuekarran@gmail.com  (07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman porgles.pogs@icloud.com  (01757 706475)
Church Warden
Pat Jarvis churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com
Ministry Team
Mel Allan  (01757 706068)
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Sue Beevers  (01757 229515)
Pat Griffiths  (01757 705793)
Joan Howden  (01757 700942)
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Claire Nutt (01757 712206)
Carol Sowden (01757 703590)
Gordon Tute  (01757 707123)
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze  (01757 701911)
 ruthie5611@hotmail.com
 

Treasurer
Jill Clarke  (01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager (07840 817005)
Junior Church
Martha Harrold  (01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles  (01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Wilson

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
 tetleyjan@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft  (01757 707380)
 
 

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
 tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft (01757 707380)
Rosemary Finlinson  

Clergy. Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson p.finlinson@outlook.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place,  Roy Shaw, and Paul Finlinson have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman (01757 706475)  porgles.pogs@icloud.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
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Thursday 5th

10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 8th

9:30am Holy Communion with St 
Wilfrid’s
Thursday 12th

10:00am Holy Communion
Thursday 19th

10:00am Holy Communion
Thursday 26th

10:00am Holy Communion

Sunday 1st

9:30am Holy Communion at St 
Wilfrid’s Church
10:30am Morning Prayer via YouTube
2:00-4:00pm All Saints Day.  The 
Church building is open for quiet 
reflection and prayer.   
Wednesday 4th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom
Sunday 8th

9:30am Holy Communion at St 
Francis Church
10:30am Family Holy Communion via 
YouTube
Wednesday 11th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom
Sunday 15th

9:30am Holy Communion at St 
Wilfrid’s Church
10:30am Celtic Communion via 
YouTube
Wednesday 18th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom
Sunday 22nd

9:30am Holy Communion at St 
Wilfrid’s Church
10:30am Holy Communion via 
YouTube
Wednesday 25th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom
Sunday 29th

9:30am Holy Communion at St 
Wilfrid’s Church
10:30am Holy Communion via 
YouTube

Brayton
Sunday 1st

10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 8th (Remembrance Sunday)
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 15th

10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 22nd

10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 29th

10:30am Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion

Burn
Sunday 1st

No service
Sunday 8th (Remembrance Sunday)
10:00am United Morning Worship 
with Holy Communion
Sunday 15th

No service
Sunday 22nd

10:00am United Morning Worship
Sunday 29th

No service

St Francis’St Wilfrid’s Methodists

Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in 
any of the Services in November below
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Martin House is a charity that provides hospice 
care for children and young people across West, 
North and East Yorkshire. It provides family-led 
care to children and young people with life-limiting 
and life-threatening illnesses, either at the hospice 
or in families’ own homes. Services include planned 
respite & emergency care, end of life care and 
bereavement support. The charity also supports 

families whose child has died from a life-limited 
condition but did not access hospice care.
Once again Sheila Newsome is selling Christmas 
Cards on behalf of Martin House. Sheila may be 
contacted on sheilan9@gmail.com or 01757 705497.

Christmas Gift Supplement 2020
The Covid pandemic has meant a loss of income 
for a number of Church related groups during 
2020. Also the Summer, Autumn, and Christmas 
Fairs have been cancelled. 

To address this we have included some pages of 
gifts for you to buy. Details of how to purchase 
the items are included in each section.



St Francis Crafters

Novelty Tea Cosy. 
5 ‘Betty Bun’ and 
1 ‘Bertie Butcher’ 
available, made by 
Sylvia, £4.50 each

Owl ‘Sewing 
Companion’ includes 
needles, tape measure 
etc., height 8”, £6.95

Lovely knitted Mouse, 
height 14”, made by 
Sylvia, £6

Knitted Snowman, 
height 14”, £4.50

Knitted Teddy in 
‘scrubs’, height 14”, 
made by Sylvia, £6

Set of three 
Christmas 
Decorations, height of 
Santa 11”, £5

Knitted flop-eared 
rabbit, height 14”, 
made by Sylvia, £6

Knitted ‘Sparkle’ 
Teddy, height 12”, 
£4.50

‘Scottish’ Teddy, 
height 14”, made by 
Sylvia, £7

Owl door stop, height 
9” width 6.5”, £7.50

St Francis Crafters hold weekly meetings on 
Wednesdays, 2pm-4pm at St Francis Church, Fox 
Lane, Thorpe Willoughby. During the pandemic we 
have been meeting in groups of six in private gardens, 
weather permitting.
We knit, sew, crochet and make cards etc., from 
beginner level upwards. Meeting for a chat, a cuppa 
and to exchange craft ideas and help one another 
with our projects.
The items we make are sold in Church and craft fairs, 
to raise money for St Francis and other charities 
chosen by the group. To date we have raised over 
£6,000.
We give the materials, our time and effort, and in 

return we enjoy fellowship, have a laugh, a good 
time, indulge in our hobbies and/or learn new skills, 
remember old skills and share our knowledge.
In memory of one of our much loved, founder 
members, Sylvia Place, and with Christmas presents 
in mind, we have chosen a selection of items for you 
to buy, some of which were made Sylvia.
If you see an item you would like to purchase or 
have any questions contact Margaret Beal on 01757 
703892. We deliver items free of charge within the 
parish, with cash (only) on delivery. As most items 
are ‘one off’ it will be operated on a first come, first 
served basis. All sizes are approximate. Many thanks 
for your support.



Knitted ‘Skating’ 
snowman, height 14”, 
£5.50

3-ply machine knit 
shawl, 30% wool, 
40”x40”. Ideal for 
keeping knees or 
shoulders warm, or of 
course for baby, £11.50

Knitted ‘Noddy’, 
height 14”, £5.95

Layette in Pink, 
including a baby 
blanket, matinee coat, 
bootees and teddy, 
£12

Knitted ‘Gingerbread 
Man’, height 14”, £5.75

Assorted knitted and 
cross stitch cushions, 
13”x13”, £6 each, or 
two for £10

Knitted ‘Lamb’, height 
14”, £6

Handy Holders made 
from blue and white 
fabric. Ideal for 
bathrooms, bedrooms 
etc., 2 @ 6”x6”x 5” 
high, and 2 @ 7”x 
7”x4” high, £3 each

Knitted ‘Owl and 
Pussy Cat’. height 6”. 
Boat 7” from bow to 
stern, £5.75

Knitted ‘Upside 
Down’ doll, 7.5” high. 
4 in stock, £3.95 each

4 piece fabric cot 
set, cover 16” x 21”, 
two teddies and one 
‘pillow’ 8”x8”, £9.50

Machine knit ‘Itsy 
Bitsy Spider’ Cot 
Blanket, 35” long and 
25” wide, £9.50

String of ‘Everlasting 
Christmas Lights’, 
length 60”, £8.50

‘Chocolate Orange’ 
Reindeer, nose to toe 
10”, £2.75 including a 
Chocolate Orange!



St Wilfrid’s Craft Group

Shelagh’s Jams. A 
variety of flavours all 
£1.50 per jar

Knitted Magenta 
Elephant, 12” high. £5

Patchwork Cushion – 
Shades Of Blue. 15” 
diameter. £10

Tree-Shaped 
Christmas Hanging – 
18” high – 2 the same 
available – £5 each

Knitted Paddington 
Bear Toy, 18” tall. £6

Knitted Mini Santa 
Elephant, 7” high – 2 
available. £2 each

Hand quilted Star 
Cushion, 14” square. 
£5

Knitted Miffy Soft Toy, 
10” from top of ears 
to tip of toes. £2.50

Knitted Narwhal 
Arctic Whale, 19” 
from tusk to tail. £4

Knitted Sitting Teddy, 
12” high, 3 available 
in turquoise, pink and 
blue stripes. £5 each

There has been a Craft Group at St Wilfrid’s for 
approximately 40 years and the aim has always been 
to share knowledge, skills, patterns, materials and 
chat over a cuppa with the resulting items being 
sold to raise funds for St Wilfrid’s.
We usually meet on the 2nd and last Tuesday of each 
month in the Parish Hall between 1.30 p.m. and 4.00 
p.m. We have not been able to meet during the 
pandemic but we are still crafting. We normally run 
a monthly Coffee Morning and have well-stocked 
stalls at the Summer and Autumn Fairs. As the 
ladies provide their own materials we are able to 
donate all of the money raised to the Fabric Fund 

with 2019 alone providing £2,000+, thanks to your 
fantastic support.
We hope that you will like the selection of items 
that we have chosen, although we do have other 
items in stock. If you see an item you would like 
to purchase or have any questions contact Linda 
Crackles on 01757 704944. We will deliver items 
free of charge within the parish, with cash (only) 
on delivery. As most items are ‘one off’ we will 
operate on a first come, first served basis. All sizes 
are approximate. Many thanks for your support



Knitted Penguin, 9” 
high. £2.50

Knitted child’s Aran-
Style Jacket with 
collar – To fit 20” 
chest, available in 
cerise pink and deep 
purple. £5

Crochet Star Wars 
characters, including 
Yoda, Princess Leia, 
R2-D2, Whicket the 
Ewok, Han Solo and 
C-3PO. 3” to 4” tall. 
£2 each

Knitted Stocking Filler 
Snowmen, 3”tall. £1

A pair of Padded Coat 
Hangers, £5 per pair 
with 3 pairs available

Knitted Christmas 
Stocking including 
small removable 
Santa. Stocking is 12” 
high. £3

Various Stocking Filler 
Toys, including Mice, 
Snowmen, Santas, 
Robins, Snowballs, 
Hedgehogs, Owls and 
Pussycats. 2” to 3” 
tall. £1 each

Cross-stitch Merry 
Christmas Wall 
Hanging, 10” x 9”. £4

Fabric Mother Mouse, 
6” high. £2

Knitted Pure Wool 
Scarf / Wrap, 66” 
long. £4

Knitted Dinosaur, 
14” from nose to tail. 
£3.50

Knitted Santa Doll, 
12” high – £3.50



I find buying presents for the younger people 
in my family somewhat difficult. There always 
appears to be some sort of trend to catch out 
the older buyer!

So it was with delight that my attention was 
drawn earlier this week to a lovely colouring 
book Monster Letters illustrated by Lee 
Rose that is now available to buy on Amazon. 
Consisting of letters in alphabetic order created 
from ‘friendly monsters’, it is the ideal gift for 
children of all ages who have just started to 
learn their letters.

The book is only £4.99 from Amazon and to 
save on the postage Sheila Holmes - (01757) 
270276 - has agreed to collect orders for those 
without access to the internet. Sheila will 
arrange for the book to be delivered to you 
providing you live in the Selby area. Place your 
order with Sheila by the 20th November please 
to avoid the Christmas rush!

John Clarke
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St Wilfrid’s Baubles
For many families one of the highlights of 
Christmas is the dressing of the tree. Why 
not make your tree extra special this year 
by the purchase of a St Wilfrid’s bauble?

Costing only £4.50 they would surely 
grace any tree - indoors or in the garden 
- and they are available from Claire Nutt 
(01757) 712206 now!

All proceeds go towards the upkeep of 
the Church

John Clarke
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When We Were Very Young...
This month we remember Christmas Fayres at St Francis. All photographs by Tony Williams. 






