
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

All Saints Day ~ November 1st 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

Eternal God, you judge us with infinite mercy and justice and love everyone you have made. We rejoice in your 
promises of pardon, joy and peace to all. In your mercy, turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new life, and 
the sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven. God of all that lives and dies, we thank you that Jesus is risen from 

the dead, offering us the hope of new life. Because Jesus lives, nothing can separate us from your love which 
unites us with those whom we mourn. Amen. 

 

Father of all, by whose mercy and grace your saints remain in everlasting light and peace: we remember with 
thanksgiving those whom we love  but see no longer; and we pray than in them your perfect will may be fulfilled; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our 
zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are 

also thinking about how other aspects of church life and people’s needs can be met.  
Ideas and suggestions welcome. 

 
St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 

 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 
 

Please Note:  
Except for medical reasons (and those under 11) we are now required to wear a face mask in 

our church buildings. 



Readings: 
 

Psalm 23 
    The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. 

  He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
  He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; 
      your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;  
   you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 

  Surely your goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
 

Matthew 23 v1-12 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do 
whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practise what they teach. They tie 
up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a 
finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their 
fringes long. They love to have the place of honour at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be 
greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, 
for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Fa-
ther—the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The great-
est among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will 
be exalted. 

Meditation 
 
    We are in the season when we remember those who have been part of our lives, and who have died. We are 
having services when we remember the names of those whose funerals we have conducted in the last year and a 
bit, and also those who we have been asked to mention, who have significance in the lives of members of our 
congregations. Soon we will have Remembrance Sunday when we remember those killed in wars. Sadly, as with 
so many other things, we are restricted because of COVID in what we are able to do compared to other years. 
Halloween started as part of this season, but sadly has been overtaken by more commercial and influences from 
other countries. 
 
     Psalm 23 has had a place in many funerals, as well as in many people’s hearts and minds. Some people know 
it best in the words of one of the well-known hymns based on this Psalm. Perhaps there is something in the Eng-
lish psyche to which its pictures of shepherds and landscape appeals. Perhaps its sentiments appeal to something 
very real in our experiences. 
 
       I suspect that many who are reading this can connect with memories in their lives of when it felt like they 
were in green pastures. I invite you to dwell on the memories of the pleasant and relaxing times you have spent 
with those who we love who have now died. Also dwell on the image of the waters mentioned in the psalm. 
Sometimes these waters may be seen as stormy and threatening, perhaps sometimes they have been fresh waters 
of refreshment and life-giving. Water can also lie in stagnant or polluted ponds or puddles; sometimes we have 
rejoiced in them, and sometimes passed them by.  Throughout all our lives, this psalm reminds us, God has been 
there with us, sometimes leading, sometimes just dwelling with us, sometimes lying down with us in sleep and 
relaxation. Often our sense of God has been communicated in our relationships with those whom we love or who 
love us. 
 
     This is a time of year to bask in the memories of years past. Yes, too, some of those memories are tinged with 
sadness for they are times past, people who have passed on. We do have to say goodbye to people, to ways of 
life, habits and activities, and to move on sometimes with ourselves in the driving seat making the decisions or 
taking the initiative, and sometimes when we are overtaken by events and feel a sense of powerlessness or inevi-
tability. Not all memories give us a warm glow, some are really quite scary. 
 
   Our psalm moves on to talk of the “valley of the shadow of death”. For some of you this will be an all too vivid  



picture of current or past experiences. You may have walked with someone in this valley. You may have seen 
someone go into this valley never to walk out at the other end. For me this whole covid episode is a valley in the 
shadow of death through which we are all walking. We have been made more aware of the limitations of modern 
medicine, the pressures of modern societies, the challenges to the authorities to make decisions for the good of 
competing groups, and the prices that end up being paid. Our psalm again reminds us that we need not succumb to 
evil, either in a blame culture, or in evading our own responsibility to self and neighbour. For God is with us offer-
ing comfort and equipment for a continuing journey. 
 
     The psalms are part of the Old Testament, they relate to humanities experience of God before Jesus came and 
dwelt here. The psalms formed part of the worshipping experience of people in many different ways, in the Tem-
ple or in the home; in large groups and major occasions or in solitary prayer; and in many different historical and 
social situations. They are a part of the Bible for which it is most surely inappropriate to say “This is the word of 
the Lord” for the psalms are very much words spoken to God, not by God. Their inclusion in Scripture is to tell us 
that we can talk to God; we can talk to God with love in our voice, but we can also talk to God with challenge and 
disgust. We can express longings and worthy thoughts, but also those which express our anger, hurt or despair. Re-
member that in our various gospel accounts Jesus dies with words from Psalms on his lips, which are very differ-
ent in character; “Into your hand O Lord I commend my Spirit” and “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me !?” The psalms invite us to hold a conversation with God, listening and speaking, and not be afraid to bring 
before God thoughts and feelings from our depths, and not just to say what we think God wants to hear. 
 
     Also, too, remember that for centuries these words of Psalm 23 were prayed before Jesus was known and 
acknowledged, and yet the promises of God that the psalm concludes with were made to them, and so are made too 
today to those whether or not they know Jesus by name. 
 
       This psalm ends with the promises of a meal, be it elaborate banquet, simple picnic, or communion bread and 
wine; with anointing which we use to show God’s indiscriminate love at baptism, in times of sickness, on taking 
up office, and at the hour of our death; and ends with the greatest promises of all, goodness and mercy all the days 
of our life, and a place dwelling with God for all the ages to come. 
 
        If this was a sermon, I would just repeat that last paragraph, so I suggest you may read it again, and then I 
would add the ending that Christians have said after each psalm, and invite you to do so. 
 
Glory be to the Father; and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be: world without end. Amen. 
 

  God bless, Andrew 

Prayers 
 

Let us pray to the Lord who has risen from the dead and invites us to new life. 
Jesus bread from heaven, you satisfy the hungry with good things: grant us a share with all the faithful departed in 

the banquet of your kingdom. 
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life. 

 
Jesus, light of the world, you gave the man born blind the gift of sight: open the eye of faith and bring us from 

darkness to your eternal light and glory. 
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life. 

 
Jesus, Son of the living God, you summoned your friend Lazarus from death to life: raise us at the last to full and 

eternal life with you. 
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life. 

 
Jesus, crucified Saviour, in your dying you entrusted each to the other, Mary your mother and John your beloved 

disciple: sustain and comfort all who mourn. 
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life. 

 
Jesus, our way and truth and life, you drew your disciple Thomas from doubt to faith: reveal the resurrection faith 

to the doubting and lost. 
Hear us risen Lord, our resurrection and our life. 

 
May God, in his infinite love and mercy, bring the whole Church, living and departed in the Lord Jesus, to a joyful 

resurrection and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom. Amen. 



 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, who rested in the sepulchre, 
and so sanctified the grave to be a bed of hope for your people; that when our bodies lie in the dust, our souls may 

live with you; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, now and forever.     
Amen. 

 

May God be your comfort and your strength; 
May God be your hope and your support; 

May God be your light and your way; 
and the Blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and for ever more.      

Amen. 
 
 

Sovereign God, we have no father but you, no teacher but Christ. Conform our lives in the faith we profess, pre-
serve us from arrogance and pride, and teach us in Christ the greatness of humility and service. We make our pray-

er through our Lord Jesus Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

Father in heaven, in whose eyes there are no favourites only beloved children: cure our quest for sacred power and 
status symbols; give us grace to live as learners and servants of your word; through Jesus Christ, who was abased 

that we might rise.  
Amen. 


