
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

19th Sunday after Trinity ~ October 18th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

O God, whose image we bear and whose name we carry, yours is the world and all it contains. Recall us to our 
true allegiance, so that above the powers and rulers of this world you alone may claim our fullest loyalty and love. 

We make our prayer  through our Lord Jesus Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

God of servant rule, your kingdom breaks our tangled webs where state and church collide, to worship power and 
trade on fear: grant us the wit and will to give you what is your own, no more nor less than all the world and time; 

through Jesus Christ, whose kingdom comes.  
Amen. 

We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our 
zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are 

also thinking about how other aspects of church life and people’s needs can be met.  
Ideas and suggestions welcome. 

 
St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 

 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 
 

Please Note:  
Except for medical reasons (and those under 11) we are now required to wear a face mask in 

our church buildings. 



Reading: Matthew 22 v15-22 
 

When the chief priests and Pharisees had heard the parables they realised that Jesus was speaking about them. 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with 
the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with 
truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is 
it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to 
the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to 
them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give there-
fore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard this, 
they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

Meditation 
 
       Jesus is fully aware of the challenge when he is asked about paying taxes. Those who ask the question are 
trying to set him up to give an answer that will lose him support or credibility. Perhaps many in the crowd would 
remember that Jesus has a track record of favouring tax-collectors, eating in their homes, holding them up as an 
example, and even calling one as one of the twelve, rather than vilifying them as exploiters or enemy collabora-
tors. Those who ask the question sense they may have found a question that will divide him from the support of 
the crowd. 
 
       Jesus names their motivation, and then proceeds with a clever strategy which places the questioners firmly on 
the back foot, and ends with the challenging strap line, ‘Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s’ which invites us to reflect on whether God’s realm and the emperor’s realm are 
separate and parallel, or whether Jesus’ answer is that for a follower there is nothing outside of God’s care and 
concern. Is what belongs to God about relationship and values  not jurisdiction and ownership? Is the Kingdom of 
God real for you in the outlook and response it asks of us, or is it about conforming to the rules and regulations 
prescribed by a King? 
 
         We, of course, live in a very different world in the nature of our governments and the source of their legiti-
macy. The crowd who heard Jesus were occupied by a super-power headed by an emperor who owed his position 
to naked power and corruption. I don’t have any detailed knowledge of the Roman tax system; there were all 
sorts of trade taxes and other levy’s and they went for the funding of the apparatus of a military state. 
 
       Our taxation system has a very different basis and accountability. We have three basic activities taxed; in-
come, spending (e.g. VAT, Custom and Excise duties) and assets or wealth (e.g., Council or Inheritance Taxes). 
There has been much political debate about the nature and balance of these taxes in my life time, and when 
changes are implemented, about which groups in society will be the winners and losers. We are aware of the ex-
pansion and development of the destination of our tax resources over the years; the three historic purposes of 
government defence and security for its citizens, justice and the maintenance of law and order, and the mainte-
nance of the court or ruling class. In the last centuries there has been the significant expansion of government’s 
role so taxation is significantly used for education, health and welfare. We are also now much more explicit about 
the use of taxation to influence or control economic behaviour , and indeed taxation is used in persuading people 
to adopt particular moral or lifestyle choices. At least in principle we are not paying our taxes in this 21st century 
democratic state to some alien emperor, but paying into a common purse which we have some say in and is used 
both for provision of services and to influence our ways of life.  
 
        Also in the last decades there has been a change in the balance of ways in which we finance both personal 
and national life. We use debt in a different way. Once banks etc would lend money that had been deposited with 
them, now they are able, in effect, to print money and to lend up to the limit which we as a society find credible. 
It is lending based upon confidence rather than gold. Does Jesus’s reply give cause for thought? He asks for a 
coin, which bears Caesar’s head, as the justification for paying taxes. Does this injunction raise issues for govern-
ments who equally pay for their role by increasing public debt by borrowing this money created by financial in-
stitutions? During the COVID crisis there has been a significant demand for government money for all sorts of 
support and amelioration, and this has been funded not by tax, but by borrowing. If the debt is to be repaid, it will 
be future generations who will have to pay. Perhaps, just like with the care of our planet and use of resources, this 
generation is leaving an indebted legacy for the future, and we will be called to account for that stewardship.      



       I feel now that I need two different endings to this reflection, take one or both in which ever order works for 
you. 
 
 BOTH/EITHER.: This builds on the questions I asked earlier which come from the ambiguity of Jesus’ say-
ing, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s!” Are there two realms, the 
religious and the political? We have all heard the adage, “religion and politics do not mix”. Is this what Jesus is 
trying to say? Or is Jesus saying that God’s realm and his concern is overarching? Is he saying to those who live in 
oppressive regimes, that you can collaborate to some (how much?) extent with their ways whilst keeping your in-
tegrity? Does Jesus give a clever answer when put on the spot, but one which gives us a lot of food for thought and 
debate, which will lead to significant consequences for how we order society? 
 
 AND/OR: “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s!” Who is go-
ing to get, literally, rendered to Caesar? Jesus is. In a matter of days, he will be arrested and brought in chains to 
Caesar’s representative, Pontius Pilate. He will be rendered, in the abattoir and butchery sense. But is Jesus also 
being rendered to God; given to him in the sacrifice of the cross. Render to God the things that are God’s. What 
could be more God's than his Son!? And, whilst the rendering to Caesar leads to torture and pain and suffering, the 
rendering to God brings what? God choosing not only to accept and embrace his Son, but to give him back, for on 
the third day God’s own Son was raised from the dead. Given back, so we can share in his risen life. Alleluya !  
 
 

  God bless, Andrew 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.    

Amen. 



 

Almighty God, whose kingdom is everlasting and power infinite: have mercy upon the whole Church; and so rule 
the heart of your servant Elizabeth, our Queen, and Governor that she (knowing whose minister she is) may 

above all things seek thy honour and glory: and that we and all her subjects (duly considering whose authority 
she has) may faithfully serve, honour and humbly obey her, in You, and for You, according Your blessed word 
and ordinance, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, ever one God, 

world without end.  
Amen. 

 

 
 

The GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants 

give you most humble and hearty thanks 
for all your goodness and loving kindness 

to us and to all people. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, 

and for the hope of glory. 
And give us, we pray, 

such a sense of all your mercies 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 

and that we show forth our praise, 
not only with our lips but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness 

and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honour and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


