Latest News – 4th October 2020

Watch the service - Vicar who works in supermarket
joins lorry drivers and farmers in national service
celebrating 'forgotten heroes' of Covid-19 pandemic
Farmers, lorry drivers and supermarket workers who helped keep food on our plates during Covid-19
pandemic will participate in the Church of England’s national service this week.

These “forgotten” heroes of Covid-19 will illustrate the story of food from “field to fork.”
The Revd Bill Durose, who is a self-supporting minister in Stoke-on-Trent while also working in a
supermarket, will speak about his experience in Sainsbury’s while wearing his uniform.

“We’re right in the middle of it," he will say. "During this pandemic it has been tough on the
supermarket industry with things like social distancing at the beginning, and what has started again
now, panic buying.
“It has put a lot of strain on everyone.
“Because of self-isolating we have missed seeing our regular elderly customers who normally wouldn’t
see anyone else unless they visited Sainsbury’s.
"They became part of our family. Colleagues were obviously concerned about their safety and were
asking other customers about news of their friends. Mostly it was good news. But sometimes colleagues
would ask for prayers for someone who was really, really, ill.”
He will continue: “Trying to explain where God is in this pandemic to people who have just lost a loved
one can be difficult. I am still humbled when someone comes to me and says their loved ones
have asked ‘if that vicar from Sainsbury’s can do my funeral.’”
“Sometimes people forget that we are not just someone who works in supermarkets but we really care
about our 45,000 friends.”
The service is to be broadcast from 9am on Sunday on the Church of England’s website, Facebook
page and YouTube channel.
Another supermarket worker, Sharon Evans, who attends St Andrews, Wollescote, Worcestershire, and
works at Sainsbury’s Amblecote, will say staff “miss seeing their regular customers.”
She will add that customers saying “thank you” to shop workers “brightens our day.”
A supermarket worker with Sainsbury’s since her children were young, Ms Evans will ask for prayers for
supermarket employees – especially as Christmas draws closer.
“We have worked really hard to provide a good service during a very difficult time – if you can pray for
protection for us, for our families and a smooth service, especially over Christmas when people are
stressed and trying to get all their Christmas shopping done.”
Sarah Spencer, Discipleship in the World Officer in the Diocese of Lincoln, and Nick Shepherd,
Programme Director for the Church of England's 'Setting God’s People Free' programme will lead the
service.
Prayers will be said for farmers and agricultural workers, and there will be a short discussion of the
work of the Clewer Initiative, which helps identify modern-day slavery in the rural economy, will be
included.
Other speakers include Joe Bailey, Head of Farming for RSPCA Assured, who works to raise animal
welfare standards; Samuel Williams who leads Christian Aid’s SALT network for business leaders, and
Simon Park, managing director of Kidds Transport Haulage Firm.
Mr Park will deliver the Gospel reading from his Heavy Goods Vehicle in a lorry park.
Afterwards he will say: “The reading in Luke is very apt at the moment. We don’t need to worry we can
just trust God – but uncertainty does bring that kind of worry.”

The service will be broadcast from 9am on the Church of England’s website, Facebook
page and YouTube channel.
An order of service is available to download online.

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted
throughout.
**

National Church of England service coming from
Lincolnshire!

Pictured L-R is Paul Davey; ploughing a field on Paul's farm; Sarah Spencer, our Discipleship in
the World Officer in the garden at St Giles in Lincoln and workers from 'We are One' in Grimsby, a
charity that provides support for people facing food poverty.
Each week the national Church of England record a service from a particular part of the country
and the service for Sunday 4th October has been hosted from St Giles Community Garden in
Lincoln with Sarah Spencer, our Discipleship in the World Officer, in the role as anchorwoman.
You can watch the service online on Sunday at 9am on the Church of England website on their
‘Weekly online services’ page or on YouTube.
The theme of the 45-minute service is ‘field to fork’ and is a service for prayer for all those involved
in farming and care of the land, and the production and supply of food. It includes testimonies of
how people from Lincolnshire and other counties see their roles as part of their everyday faith, the
joys and challenges they find within their job.
Sarah said: “I was contacted by colleagues in the national team about doing the programme from
Lincolnshire, as it is a county heavily involved in food production, so fitted very well with the theme
of ‘field to fork’. The service focusses on the Everyday Faith of those who are involved in the
industry and it has been an absolute privilege to speak to people around the diocese who work in
this important sector. For each person I’ve spoken to, the invitation to be involved in a service that
is watched by thousands of people around the world has brought them something really positive to
share with others. In these difficult times it has been precious to be a bearer of good news!”
“We chose St Giles’ Community Garden in Lincoln to host the service as it fits in very well with the
theme of food and how it is produced. What is now a garden was previously an area given over
entirely to weeds but has been transformed into a productive fruit and vegetable patch with areas
of wildflowers to encourage pollinators and biodiversity. Completing the link of food to fork, during
‘normal’ times they use the produce of their garden in parish lunches but during lockdown people

have turned fruit into jam and given their vegetables away to anyone that wants them. I hear the
raspberry jam went down particularly well!”
Intertwined with the service we see Sarah interview Shayne Tyler, Compliance Director from the
Fresca Group who is a Modern Slavery specialist with over 20 years of first-hand experience of
worker exploitation cases.
Tyler said: “I love people and we have a lot of vulnerable people in our sector and communities.
My job is to try and help them and make sure our company is one of the best places to be within
our industry. Farm work is, by its nature, seasonal, and this creates vulnerabilities for our workers,
so we need to have a sustainable supply chain that can help those people who work within it.
“Because we have vulnerable people, we need to start looking out a little bit more for those around
us; not just in the fields but in all areas of rural community. We need to ensure that we are doing
whatever we can to make sure that the welfare of our local people is being catered for. That is
something that we can all do. I would also like everyone to pray for those authorities which are
helping to tackle those who do exploit others so please remember them and the difficult job they
do.”
Sarah also interviews Paul Davey, a farmer in the Wolds whose passion is soil, nutrition, seasonal
food and local supply, qualities he puts at the forefront of his company Ideal-Lincs.
“I’m seventh generation from Lincolnshire and my family and I farm in the Lincolnshire Wolds said
Paul. He continued: “Every year we are given an opportunity to reinvent the way we farm and
embrace change - be that adapting to the weather or by looking at alternative cropping and
alternative farming systems. The soils we work with are our greatest resource and we take the
time to preserve those as best we can, with modern thinking. We pray that as farmers we continue
to look for the most sustainable answers to help with feeding the planet and the support that
our communities, friends and customers are able to give us in the future.”
The litany from the recently published 'A Time for Creation', will be used. This encourages us to
praise God for his creation and take responsibility for our actions. A special ‘Lincolnshire 'Lord’s
Prayer' has also been recorded which includes voices from:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Young Rangers from St Barnabas Church of England School in Barnetby.
We are One, Grimsby – a charity providing support for people facing food poverty
Curry Jack's , Lincoln – a takeaway curry stand situated in Lincoln market that uses locally
sources meat and potatoes in its recipes served in biodegradable takeaway boxes.
Maureen, Joanna and Angela - Franciscans in Lincolnshire
Debbie, a volunteer at St Giles Community Garden
Geoff and Sandie - Faith and the Environment, Lincoln

COVID-19: places of worship and restrictions on social gatherings
Following the announcement of new ‘rule of six’ restrictions to help limit the spread of
coronavirus, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who chairs the Church of England’s
recovery group, said:
“I welcome confirmation from the Prime Minister that places of worship can still hold more
than six people in total, despite the new restrictions on gatherings, and the reassurance that
public worship can continue.
“We will continue to work with the Government on specific areas relating to our churches
and church-based activities.”
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
**

There is an exemption from the ‘rule of six’ that covers places of worship making it possible for
more than six people to gather for acts of communal worship. However, it is not a blanket
exemption and people must not mingle in groups of more than six unless they are from the same
household or support bubble.
Government guidance permits a maximum of 30 people to attend church premises for a ‘life cycle
event’, such as a baptism or Confirmation, held outside of regular worship without observing the
‘rule of six’. This is subject to the church carrying out a risk assessment and taking all reasonable
measures to limit the risk of transmission of coronavirus.
There is no numerical limit on other services, subject to physical distancing and Public Health
requirements must being met.
The two-metre ‘rule’ applies for public worship except in situations where closer contact cannot be
avoided; extra Public Health precautions must then be taken.
Consideration should be given to keeping numbers below the maximum possible to further
minimise risk.
People attending a gathering in church must not be part of a group of more than six unless they are
from the same household or support bubble.
Wearing of face coverings by all those attending a place of worship, including ministers and
worshippers, where there may be other people present is mandatory. There are exemptions to this,
including for those leading a service, detailed in church of England guidance on face coverings.
While those at extra risk and the ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ should be advised of the risks of
attending public worship, a decision to do so is theirs alone.
Government guidance includes a request for names of attendees to be recorded and kept for 21
days to assist ‘track and trace’ if required.
Singing and music is only permitted for small groups of professional and non-professional
performers in a physically distanced and safe way. Congregations are not permitted to sing.
Detailed instructions on ‘consumables’ suggest that services of Holy Communion can be held if
specific guidance is followed, including the continued suspension of the Common Cup (see the
Church of England specific guidance document on Holy Communion).
Public worship guidance includes surrounding grounds (including churchyards, car parks and
courtyards); meetings in other places should follow other guidance for people meeting in public
spaces.
Refreshments can only be served at tables if a café is included in the church or cathedral building.
Further Government advice about use of churches and church halls for non-religious activity is
expected.

Offering hope as we face a second wave – Archbishops’ letter to bishops
In a joint letter to the bishops of the Church of England, Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell
set out a stark assessment of the challenges facing the country amid the pandemic including hung er,
homelessness, mental health pressures and domestic violence.
But, they say, the Church of England, through its presence in every community, can play a vital role in
serving the nation - especially those most in need - and in bringing hope to all through the gospel.
Churches are especially well placed, through networks and partnerships across the country, to help
those in most need those who are hungry and homeless, they point out.
“Most of all we need to draw close to Christ, and continue to offer the hope and stability of the gospel,”
the Archbishops write.
“It is this gospel joy, even in the darkest times, that alone can help us through this crisis, bringing hope
and an eternal perspective to the very pressing trials of the moment.”
They also highlight the particular pressures faced by small businesses after months of restrictions and
issue a challenge to banks to show the same mercy to those in difficulties now as banks themselves
received during the financial crisis.
Referencing the parable of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18, they add: “It will be for us and others
to encourage the banks, who received such help in 2009, to be equally merciful to others as the nation
was to them.
“St Matthew 18:23-35 seems highly relevant.”

**

National Churches Trust training - creating the
visitor 'experience'
The National Churches Trust has developed a new initiative to help churches create
new ways to generate income through encouraging visitors to their buildings by hosting
bookable 'experiences'. This could be anything from, for example, afternoon tea with
music in the church or a visit to the church tower with a guided tour of your town.
The UK's churches have no shortage of heritage and are full of stories, as well as being
great venues for all sorts of activities so are perfect venues in which to hold
'experience' events.
To help people understand more about how this initiative could help their church they
are hosting a FREE online training session on Thursday 15th October starting at
10.30am.
The training session will cover:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

attracting UK and international tourists
getting to know the group travel market
advantages of working with international groups
types of inbound travellers
creating a bookable Experience
thinking about group size, time of year, visitor segment
pricing the package to market
making it bookable
marketing your Experience - what is your USP?
terms of agreement
building industry relationships
The presentation (in pdf form) will be emailed to all attendees afterwards.

Reserve your FREE place.
You can also read more on the National Churches Trust website.
**

Service Times – St Botolph’s Church, Boston
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times have temporarily changed to the
following. Please note that we have also implemented safety measures to protect all who
visit/worship at St Botolph’s. Our 11am service will also be streamed via Zoom. To join us, please
email admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain the login details.
Sunday Services
Said Eucharist – 9.30am
Said Eucharist – 11.00am

Mid-week Service
Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am

Lincoln Cathedral has resumed shared worship
We are once again able to come together in shared
worship at Lincoln Cathedral.
Worship observes social distancing rules and be held
in the Nave. Download the Order of Service before
attending if you can. If you receive one on arrival
please take it home with you. There will be music by
a cantor and organ but no communal singing. Use
hand sanitiser provided. Communion will take place follow the directions given by stewards.

Live streaming
We understand that not everyone will be able, or wish to join us in the Cathedral for services at the
moment. We will stream our 9.30am Sunday Eucharist live on our Facebook page –
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral
Daily worship
Our daily pattern of worship is as follows:
Monday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Tuesday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
8.30am – Holy Communion.
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Wednesday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Thursday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine
8.30am – Holy Communion
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Friday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Saturday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Sunday
7.45am – Litany – St Hugh’s Shrine.
8am – Holy communion (BCP) – St Hugh’s Shrine.
9.30am – Holy Communion – Nave.
3.45pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Cathedral open for general visits
Lincoln Cathedral is now open to tourists, pilgrims and general visitors.
To welcome back visitors during August, and to thank everyone for their continuing support, there
is a reduced admission of £5 per adult and children under 16 will be free. As always, admission is
free on Sundays.
The doors will be open to visitors from 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday and 11am to 3.30pm on
Sundays.
The majority of the Cathedral, including the Cathedral Shop and toilets, will be open for visitors,
although the library, some chapels and the Refectory will remain closed.

The Chapter Letter 27th September 2020: Sources of Peace and
Perpective
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think
about such things. Philippians 4:8
There are some very life affirming influences on twitter at the moment. If that sentence comes
across as an alien language, I apologise! The point I am making is that whilst all too many social
media postings can be rather toxic and include trolling and jibing, there are in fact some very
inspiring contributions.
Three of my favourites are #imagesofcalm which displays beautiful moments of calm from glorious
countryside and sacred spaces, @Ravilius1942 which is a tribute to the work of Eric Ravilious, a
wonderful post-modern landscape artist and @SeaWindowCraster. The latter commits every day
to photographing the same window of sea and sky. It captures a moment of weather or time or
season through sunrise or sunset, storm or calm. Over 13000 people subscribe and follow.
In this time of further gloom on the Covid-19 front we all need to tap into the things that inspire us.
Here at the cathedral we have launched two such opportunities in this past week.
The Dean’s Green in front of the new Old Deanery Visitor Centre is now open during the day. It
provides an oasis of calm and contemplation and is already being enjoyed and appreciated by
many.
Choral Evensong on Tuesdays and Fridays is proving to be a source of inspiration and joy not just
to those attending but to over a thousand people who are viewing online. It nurtures our souls and
lifts our hearts in the worship of our faithful God and in the praise of the beauty of holiness.
As the evenings grow darker and the weather cooler we will all need to consider how we maintain
a sense of well-being and keep in touch with what is life affirming, inspiring and nourishing to our
lives.
Another source of peace and perspective is through sharing in Evening Prayer at the east end of
the Cathedral at the end of the day. A growing number are attending this act of worship. The focus
on the psalms with all the range of human experience they express, passages of Scripture and a
reflective and prayerful space provides the focus to meet with God amongst a praying community.
Whatever it is that provides you with those moments of stillness and calm, to apprehend the
divine, whether it be pausing to notice and take in a breath-taking view, joining in worship, or a
contemplative walk with the dog, I commend the habit to you.
DEAN CHRISTINE

1. Marche episcopale
1. Meditation
1. Cortège
From pieces en style libre Op31
Scherzetto
Prelude
Divertissement
Madrigal
J.S.Bach
1685 -1750
Toccata and Fugue in F Major BWV 540
Louis Vierne
1870 – 1937
Triptyque Op 58
Matines
Communion
Stele pour un enfant defunt
From pieces de Fantaisie op 54/55
Impromptu
Toccata

Following the concert there will be an opportunity to meet the organist
Book tickets here https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/organ-recital-colin-walsh-tickets-117631257257

**

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in
Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline
number, 0800 138 1710. Visit www.lrsn.co.uk

**
Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom
Study app even if you are well. Help science beat the virus.
Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/

Topical Prayers
The Church of England website offers words you can use in your prayers for all kinds of situations
ranging from the everyday to personal situations, family events and prayers for others. If you need
some help finding the right words, please go to the Church of England website here
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers

IICSA report; open letter
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse; an open letter from the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York, the lead safeguarding bishop and the national director of safeguarding.
The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse, IICSA, will publish its overarching investigation
report into the Church of England (and Church in Wales) on Tuesday (6th October).
For survivors, this will remind them of the abuse they suffered and of our failure to respond
well; it will be a very harrowing time for them. Some have shared courageously their story at
the IICSA hearings or in other forums. For others this report will be a reminder of the abuse
they have never talked openly about. We are truly sorry for the shameful way the Church has
acted and we state our commitment to listen, to learn and to act in response to the report’s
findings. We cannot and will not make excuses and can again offer our sincere and heartfelt
apologies to those who have been abused, and to their families, friends and colleagues.
We, as the Church of England, are ready to support anyone who comes forward. We must
honour our commitment to change. Survivors have told us that words without actions are
meaningless; we are taking action but we are also aware that what we have done has neither
been soon enough nor sufficient.

Please pray for all those who will be affected by the publication of the report on Tuesday and
that as a Church we are able to respond with humility and a shared determination to
change. We must listen carefully and reflect honestly on all that the report says and continue
to drive change towards a safe Church for all.
At this point, we know that the report is based on the main public hearing in July 2019, which
examined the response of the Church of England and Church in Wales to allegations of child
sexual abuse, as well as the adequacy of current safeguarding policies and practices. The report
will also focus on common themes and issues identified by the overall investigation which
included the case studies into Bishop Peter Ball and the Diocese of Chichester, both held in
2018. The report will identify failings that we are already working to change, and failings that
we will need to work harder to change. There will no doubt be strong recommendations and
we welcome that. We make an absolute commitment to taking action to make the Church a
safe place for everyone, as well as to respond to the needs of survivors for support and redress.
Safeguarding is valuing every person as one who is made in God’s image. It is the prevention of
harm, and the promotion of well-being. It is about responding compassionately to victims and
survivors, addressing issues of justice with regard to survivors, other complainants, respondents
and all others affected and helping them to rebuild their lives. Safeguarding is fundamental to
our faith. Whatever part we play in the life of the Church, safeguarding is the responsibility of
each one of us, guided and advised by our safeguarding professionals. Church leaders have a
particular responsibility to work together to bring about the change in culture and practice that
we need to see and has simply been too slow.
If you or anyone you are in contact with are affected by the publication of this report and want
to talk to someone independently please call the Safe Spaces helpline on 0300 303 1056 or
email: safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk. There are also other support services available.
Alternatively feel free to contact the diocesan safeguarding team in your area.
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby
Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell
Lead safeguarding bishop, Jonathan Gibbs
National Director of Safeguarding, Melissa Caslake

A new cryptic crossword to enjoy

Answers can be found online at https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/a-new-cryptic-crossword-toenjoy-september-25th

Latest figures
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of
the virus. It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information.

Mental health
•
•
•

•

The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of
uncertainty. You can access them at: cofe.io/MentalHealth.
The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at:
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and
charities.
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolationsupporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk
Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#

Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/

Church of England and RSCM await next steps on singing safety
The Church of England and Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) have been awaiting updated
guidance on singing in places of worship after findings of a Government-backed study were
published.
The research project, known as ‘PERFORM’, recently published its findings on measuring aerosol
production from humans. It measured singing, speaking and breathing in a zero-background
environment.
Researchers reported a steep rise in aerosol mass with increase in the loudness of the singing
and speaking, rising by as much as a factor of 20-30. However, it was also found that singing does
not produce substantially more aerosol than speaking at a similar volume.
The RSCM’s Director, Hugh Morris said: “We welcome this news. Singing is of such importance in
worship, and this is a really encouraging step towards its safe resumption.
“It is of course vital that all choirs and singing groups follow the relevant government advice, and
so we look forward to receiving the latest guidance in this important area.” The Church of England
and RSCM both regularly update their advice following the publication of Government guidance.

