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Watch the service - A cross-cultural celebration of St Luke 

This online service is a cross-cultural celebration of St Luke. 
 
From the Diocese of Blackburn, the service is led by Rev Sarah Gill, 
featuring contributions from the Rt Rev Dr Jill Duff, Bishop of Lancaster, 
and the Rt Rev Julian Henderson, Bishop of Blackburn.

 

The service is to be broadcast from 9am on Sunday on the Church of England’s website, Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 

An order of service is available to download online.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArchbishopsCouncil
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Walsingham%20Service%20OOS%20VF%20AFN.docx.pdf


All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

** 

COVID-19: places of worship and restrictions on social gatherings 

There is an exemption from the ‘rule of six’ that covers places of worship making it possible for more than 
six people to gather for acts of communal worship. However, it is not a blanket exemption and people 
must not mingle in groups of more than six unless they are from the same household or support bubble. 

• Government guidance permits a maximum of 15 people to attend church premises for a ‘life cycle 
event’, such as a baptism or Confirmation, held outside of regular worship without observing the 
‘rule of six’. This is subject to the church carrying out a risk assessment and taking all reasonable 
measures to limit the risk of transmission of coronavirus.  

• There is no numerical limit on other services, subject to physical distancing and Public Health 
requirements must being met.  

• The two-metre ‘rule’ applies for public worship except in situations where closer contact cannot be 
avoided; extra Public Health precautions must then be taken.  

• Consideration should be given to keeping numbers below the maximum possible to further 
minimise risk.  

• People attending a gathering in church must not be part of a group of more than six unless they are 
from the same household or support bubble.  

• Wearing of face coverings by all those attending a place of worship, including ministers and 
worshippers, where there may be other people present is mandatory. There are exemptions to this, 
including for those leading a service, detailed in church of England guidance on face coverings.  

• While those at extra risk and the ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ should be advised of the risks of 
attending public worship, a decision to do so is theirs alone.  

• Government guidance includes a request for names of attendees to be recorded and kept for 21 
days to assist ‘track and trace’ if required.  

• Singing and music is only permitted for small groups of professional and non-professional 
performers in a physically distanced and safe way. Congregations are not permitted to sing. 

• Detailed instructions on ‘consumables’ suggest that services of Holy Communion can be held if 
specific guidance is followed, including the continued suspension of the Common Cup (see the 
Church of England specific guidance document on Holy Communion).  

• Public worship guidance includes surrounding grounds (including churchyards, car parks and 
courtyards); meetings in other places should follow other guidance for people meeting in public 
spaces.  

• Refreshments can only be served at tables if a café is included in the church or cathedral building.  

• Further Government advice about use of churches and church halls for non-religious activity is 
expected. 

** 

  



More than 17,000 online services and events provided by Church 
of England parishes 

More than 17,000 online services and events are being provided by Church of England churches 
following the introduction of the lockdown and restrictions on public worship earlier this year, according 
to a new report published today. 

Figures from the Church of England’s A Church Near You website, which allows people to search for 
church services and events, show that more than 17,000 online services or events are now listed, 
including Sunday Communion services, Bible studies and morning or night prayer. Many of these 
services take place regularly and this figure represents a snapshot of the likely total number.  

 

The statistics do not include the Church of England’s national online weekly services broadcast on 
Sundays and shared on Facebook and YouTube. 

There have been nearly three million views of the national online services and posts about the weekly 
broadcasts have been seen 23.6 million times. Contributors have included the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, the Duke of Cambridge and Pope Francis.  

The national online services are being watched by a wide range of ages and around one in five people 
viewing go to church infrequently or not at all. 

Other figures in the report show that official Church of England apps from Church House Publishing – 
the most popular being Daily Prayer, or the Daily Office of morning, evening  and night prayer - have 
been used more than seven million times so far this year, up from five million in 2019. Church of 
England social media posts have been seen 86 million times so far, nearly double the total for last year. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online/weekly-online-services


The growth in online services has been helped by the Church of England stepping up its digital training 
programme for congregations. More than 4,200 vicars and local church leaders have taken part in 
remote digital training courses so far this year, four times the number as in 2019. 

The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, said: “At a time when many have felt isolated and fearful, 
Church of England parishes and clergy have broadcast thousands of online church services and events, 
seeking to bring comfort and hope to their communities. We know that tens of thousands of those 
tuning in will never have had contact with their local Church of England parish before and may never 
have heard the Christian message. Their welcome presence is a sign of the great hunger we all have for 
spiritual meaning in our lives.” 

The 2020 digital figures are published alongside the Mission Statistics for 2019 showing social action 
and church attendance until December. The figures show that parishes were already running or 
supporting 35,000 social action projects before the pandemic, serving communities across the country 
from lunch clubs for older people to parent and toddler groups and food banks.  

More than 4,000 parent/carer toddler groups are run or supported by Church of England churches, 
while more than 5,000 churches run or support lunch clubs, coffee mornings or similar hospitality for 
older people. 

The figures show the extent of church support for people living in food poverty with nearly 8,000 food 
banks run or supported by Church of England churches. 

Nearly 60% of churches are involved in food bank provision while nearly one in three reported either 
running, hosting or supporting a parent/toddler group. Other figures showed 2,700 churches involved in 
community cafes, 2,400 in night shelters and 2,300 in holiday or breakfast clubs.  

The findings show Church of England churches were involved in 35,000 social action projects, compared 
to 33,000 recorded in 2017. 

The figures for social action have been released alongside statistics showing that the number of regular 
worshippers attending church once a month or more decreased by 1% in 2019 to 1.11 million.  

On average, 854,000 people attended Church of England services and acts of worship each week in 
October 2019, a decline of 2.1% compared to the year before. The additional number of people 
attending services for schools in Church of England churches rose by 3% to 182,000. Usual Sunday 
attendance fell by 2% to 690,000 in 2019. 

There were nearly eight million attendances at Christmas and Advent services and more than a million 
people attended Church of England church services at Easter.  

 

** 

  



Anti-Slavery Day - Sunday 18th October 

Anti-Slavery Day takes place on Sunday 18th October. It provides an opportunity to 
raise awareness of human trafficking and modern slavery, and encourage government, 
local authorities, companies, charities and individuals to do what they can to address 
the problem. 

More than 200 years after slavery was abolished in the UK, there are still an estimated 
136,000 men, women and children trapped in modern slavery across the UK. 
Download the @UnseenUK app to find out more about the signs of modern slavery and 
report your concerns https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/about/unseen-
app #AntiSlaveryDay 

Over the week on Facebook there will be postings each day about Modern Slavery. 

What is modern slavery? 

Modern Slavery is an umbrella term encompassing slavery, servitude, forced or 
compulsory labour and human trafficking. Tackling this abhorrent crime start with 
recognising the signs – download the @UnseenUK app for more information or to 
report your concerns https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/about/unseen-
app#AntiSlaveryDay 

There is no typical victim of modern slavery. Victims can be men, women and children 
of all ages, ethnicities and nationalities. Find out more about modern slavery 
at www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/modernslavery #AntiSlaveryDay 

 

Activities at Lincoln Cathedral 

• An 'Invisible People' exhibition will be in the Dean's Green at Lincoln Cathedral 
from Monday 12th to Monday 19th October 2020. 

Designed by the National Crime Agency, it features a series of striking images 
capturing snapshots of life in modern slavery – in agriculture, construction, maritime, 
cannabis farming and food processing, child trafficking for sexual exploitation and 
forced prostitution. 
Each image comes with written commentary describing what the viewer is seeing, and 
information about signs which may indicate someone is a victim. 

The exhibition has been brought to the city by Lincolnshire County Council, the Safer 
Lincolnshire Partnership, and The Clewer Initiative to coincide with Anti-Slavery Day on 
Sunday 18 October.  

The Dean’s Green, which is accessed from Minster Yard, is open Monday to Saturday 
from 10am to 4pm and Sunday from 11am to 4pm. Visitors to the outdoor exhibition are 
encouraged to maintain social distancing whilst looking at the images. 

https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/about/unseen-app
https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/about/unseen-app
https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/about/unseen-app
https://www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/about/unseen-app
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/modernslavery


 

• Lincoln Cathedral will be illuminated in yellow – the colour The Clewer Initiative – 
on the evening of Sunday 18th October to 'shine a light' on modern slavery. The 
cathedral's morning service will also feature preaching on the topic from 9.30am 

** 

Churches face new curbs across Europe as second wave 
takes hold 
BYJONATHAN LUXMORE  
 

RESTRICTIONS that had been lifted are being reimposed on church services across the 
Continent, as governments seek to contain an upsurge in the Covid-19 pandemic. 

In France, one of the worst-affected countries, a tiered alert system similar to Britain’s was 
introduced last weekend. There is now a ban on gatherings of more than ten, and face masks 
must be worn outdoors in Paris, Lyon, and other cities. 

A spokesman for the Roman Catholic Church in France, Vincent Neymon, said that mass 
attendance had dropped by 40 per cent, resulting in a loss of €60 million in church income. The 
Archbishop of Paris, the Most Revd Michel Aupetit, has launched a daily memorial service for 
victims, and bishops have urged compliance with new restrictions. 

In Spain, which had registered 308 infections per 100,000 inhabitants by early October, a 15-day 
state of emergency was declared in Madrid, restricting church attendance to one third of normal 
capacity. 

Although places of worship can admit larger congregations in other regions, local spikes have 
been reported, and several Roman Catholic convents have been quarantined in Seville after most 
of their nuns tested positive for the virus. 

In Italy, one of the countries worst hit economically, the Prime Minister, Giuseppe Conte, ordered a 
ban on sports events and parties and also restricted the hospitality industry, but imposed no 
immediate restrictions on churches. 

The Vatican, however, imposed a face-mask requirement on Monday, after several Swiss Guards 
were diagnosed with Covid-19. 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/coronavirus
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/france
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/roman-catholic-church
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/spain
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/italy
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/vatican


In Germany, which has reported fewer than 10,000 deaths since March, public gatherings have 
been limited to 50, and Christmas markets have been cancelled, although church organisers say 
that the annual Kirchentag festival will go ahead in Frankfurt next May. 

Germany’s federal Health Minister, Jens Spahn, said last week that church services could 
continue if coronavirus rules were complied with, although Chancellor Angela Merkel was set to 
discuss tighter restrictions with 16 state premiers on Wednesday. The country’s 20 
regional Evangelical Churches and 27 Roman Catholic dioceses are responsible for safety 
measures in their own areas, and have urged observance of government directives. 

In the Netherlands, which this week reported 364 infections per 100,000 inhabitants, new 
restrictions were announced on 29 September, as church leaders applied a new public-gathering 
limit of 30 to religious services. 

All governments stepped up restrictions after the World Health Organization (WHO) referred to 
700,000 new cases across Europe last week: a 34-per-cent rise since the end of September. 

Although the reported upsurge is widely attributed to increased testing, the WHO said that deaths 
had also risen 16 per cent in a week, bringing rates to their highest since the start of the pandemic 
last winter. 

In Eastern Europe, the government of Slovakia has banned church services in an effort to contain 
the virus, although the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference insisted that there was insufficient 
evidence to support the move, and urged the Prime Minister, Igor Matovic, in an open letter, on 
Tuesday, to reconsider. 

Church leaders in the Czech Republic said that online services would resume this Sunday; a state 
of emergency on Monday reduced congregations from 100 to just ten. 

The RC Bishop of Plzen, the Rt Revd Tomáš Holub, warned in a message on Twitter, however, 
that Czech Christians had “many reservations” about government handling of the latest crisis, and 
said that “strong criticisms” would be merited once the current upsurge eased. 

Churches remain open in Poland, although the country’s Roman Catholic leaders have urged 
priests to exercise “vigilance and responsibility” as infection rates rise. 

The secretary-general of the Bishops’ Conference, Bishop Artur Mizinski, tested positive after a 
plenary last week, together with two bishops from the southern Opole diocese, while an outbreak 
was also confirmed among Pauline monks at the Jasna Góra national sanctuary. 

In Croatia, Archbishop Marin Barišic, of Split-Makarska, also tested positive, as face masks were 
required at all religious gatherings. 

Among Orthodox leaders, Patriarch Kirill of Moscow was forced to quarantine after being in 
contact with Covid-carriers, but was cleared of the virus last Saturday. Patriarch Daniel of 
Romania condemned a government decision to restrict an annual pilgrimage at Iasi to local 
residents, branding the move “disproportionate, discriminatory, and taken without consultation”. 

Measures taken by European governments parallel those in the UK, where government guidelines 
on places of worship were updated on 8 October. 

In Ireland, all church services have been banned since 7 October, although places of worship 
remain open for private prayer, and up to 25 people are allowed at funerals and weddings. 

The weekly The Irish Catholic said that church leaders had requested a meeting with the 
Taoiseach, Micheál Martin, “in a bid to lift the ban”, as parishes had “worked tirelessly to ensure 
protocols like sanitising and physical-distancing were rigidly adhered to” since churches had been 
allowed to reopen at the end of June. 

 

** 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/germany
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/evangelicals
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/poland
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/russian-orthodox-church
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/ireland


 

 

 
 
 
  

Service Times – St Botolph’s Church, Boston 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times have temporarily changed to the 
following. Please note that we have also implemented safety measures to protect all who 
visit/worship at St Botolph’s. Our 11am service will also be streamed via Zoom. To join us, please 
email admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain the login details. 

Sunday Services      Mid-week Service 
Said Eucharist – 9.30am    Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am 
Said Eucharist – 11.00am        

 
 

 



Lincoln Cathedral’s shared worship 
 
We are once again able to come together in shared 
worship at Lincoln Cathedral. 
 
Worship observes social distancing rules and be held 
in the Nave. Download the Order of Service before 
attending if you can.  If you receive one on arrival 
please take it home with you.  There will be music by 
a cantor and organ but no communal singing. Use 
hand sanitiser provided.  Communion will take place - 
follow the directions given by stewards.  
 
 

Live streaming 
We understand that not everyone will be able, or wish to join us in the Cathedral for services at the 
moment. We will stream our 9.30am Sunday Eucharist live on our Facebook page – 
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral 
 
Daily worship 
Our daily pattern of worship is as follows: 
Monday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Tuesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
8.30am – Holy Communion. 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Wednesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Thursday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
8.30am – Holy Communion 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Friday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Saturday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Sunday 
7.45am – Litany – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
8am – Holy communion (BCP) – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
9.30am – Holy Communion – Nave. 
3.45pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
 
Cathedral open for general visits 
Lincoln Cathedral is now open to tourists, pilgrims and general visitors. 
To welcome back visitors during August, and to thank everyone for their continuing support, there 
is a reduced admission of £5 per adult and children under 16 will be free. As always, admission is 
free on Sundays. 
The doors will be open to visitors from 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday and 11am to 3.30pm on 
Sundays.    
The majority of the Cathedral, including the Cathedral Shop and toilets, will be open for visitors, 
although the library, some chapels and the Refectory will remain closed. 



 

The Chapter Letter 11th October 2020:  There is more to life than death 
 
Unusually, Jo, my wife, and I went shopping this last week; as usual I managed to lose her, this 
time somewhere between lingerie and blouses! Wanting to remove my mask I decided to wait 
outside the shop, get some fresh air and buy a copy of the Big Issue that a lady was selling a little 
way along the street. The seller and I got into conversation and I was explaining that my wife and I 
were shopping but that in the process I had lost my wife. Just as I was saying this, a young woman 
touched my hand – I was unsure why, and not just because of social distancing, as usually when 
attractive young women touch my hand of late it’s less a sign of affection, more just making sure 
that I am still sentient/not going to fall over due to my advanced decrepitude! However, she looked 
me straight in the eye and said, ‘I’m so sorry to hear that you’ve lost your wife.’ I soon realised that 
she thought that I had “lost” Jo permanently, i.e. she had died! Fortunately, we managed to clear 
up the misunderstanding quickly – without too much embarrassment – I had my copy of the Big 
Issue and was soon reunited with my lovely wife alive and well! 
It’s interesting how we use language and increasingly, rather than stating that someone has died, 
we’ll use a number of different terms (think Monty Python and parrots), and saying that we’ve “lost” 
someone is one of the most common. On one level that makes perfect sense: when someone dies 
we have lost a voice, a laugh we’ll never hear again; a footstep; an insight; a memory and so 
much more. But also, saying that we have lost someone avoids saying what has actually 
happened: they have died. Why? Perhaps, yes, it’s because people are afraid of death, or at least 
dying; but also, in this post-Christian world where there is less belief in life after death, then this 
present life becomes everything and death becomes The End. 

The fear of death and dying is very present at this moment in time. The number of people dying 
from COVID-19 is broadcast locally, nationally and globally every day. Each death a tragedy. But 
as Christians we also have to believe that that is not the finale, but the beginning; not the end of 
the book but the beginning of a new chapter. And to those who mourn, to those who are 
frightened, our calling is to take them by the hand and assure them of God’s love and the victory 
won by Christ on the Cross. There is more to life than death. 

JOHN PATRICK, SUBDEAN 

 

 

 

 



  

1. Marche episcopale  

1. Meditation  

1. Cortège  

From pieces en style libre Op31  
Scherzetto  
Prelude  
Divertissement  
Madrigal  
  
J.S.Bach  
1685 -1750  
Toccata and Fugue in F Major BWV 540  
  
Louis Vierne  
1870 – 1937  
  
Triptyque Op 58  
Matines  
Communion  
Stele pour un enfant defunt  
From pieces de Fantaisie op 54/55  
Impromptu  
Toccata  
  

Following the concert there will be an opportunity to meet the organist 

Book tickets here  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/organ-recital-colin-walsh-tickets-117631257257  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/organ-recital-colin-walsh-tickets-117631257257


** 

 

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in 

Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline 
number, 0800 138 1710.  Visit  www.lrsn.co.uk 

** 

Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom 
Study app even if you are well.  Help science beat the virus. 

    Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

  

https://covid.joinzoe.com/


 

Topical Prayers 

The Church of England website offers words you can use in your prayers for all kinds of situations 
ranging from the everyday to personal situations, family events and prayers for others.  If you need 
some help finding the right words, please go to the Church of England website here 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers 

 

Statement on publication of IICSA report 

From the Bishop of Huddersfield, Jonathan Gibbs, the Church of England’s lead 
safeguarding bishop and Melissa Caslake the Church’s national director of safeguarding. 

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse, IICSA, has published its overarching 
investigation report into the Anglican Church in England and Wales, based on the main 
public hearing in July 2019. It focuses on common themes and issues identified in all three 
hearings, which included the case studies into Bishop Peter Ball and the Diocese of 
Chichester, both held in 2018 (see notes). 

The 154 page report makes eight principal recommendations about a range of issues 
including the Church’s response to victims and survivors, which is an absolute priority.   

The report makes shocking reading and while apologies will never take away the effects of 
abuse on victims and survivors, we today want to express our shame about the events that 
have made those apologies necessary. The whole Church must learn lessons from this 
Inquiry. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/document/anglican-church-safeguarding-church-england-and-church-wales-investigation-report


Our main focus in response must be recognising the distress caused to victims and survivors 
by the Church’s failures in safeguarding. We wholeheartedly endorse the importance of the 
report’s recommendations for improving our support for victims and survivors, to which we 
are completely committed. 

We note the recommendation regarding the structure of safeguarding and the Church is 
committed to looking at how best to implement greater independent oversight. There are 
also important recommendations regarding revision of the Clergy Discipline Measure, 
information sharing between Churches and statutory partners, and external auditing of the 
Church’s safeguarding work. 

As we said in our final submission to IICSA, despite the important steps that it has taken, the 
Church still has much more work to do to get safeguarding right. 

While there has been some improvement in recent years, we wholeheartedly regret that in 
some areas, most importantly support for victims and survivors, progress has been too slow.  

The motion unanimously passed at the February sessions of the General Synod shows our 
commitment to a more fully victim and survivor centred approach including arrangements 
for redress, which are already underway. 

We thank the Inquiry for its in-depth work over the past five years and we note that there 
will be further proposals on the important areas of mandatory reporting and the Seal of the 
Confessional. 

We will now study the recommendations, with a full response to be released in the coming 
weeks. 

We acknowledge how difficult reading this report may be, particularly for victims, survivors 
and those close to them. 

If you or anyone you are in contact with are affected by the publication of this report and 
want to talk to someone independently please call the Safe Spaces helpline on 0300 303 
1056 or email safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk. There are also other support services 
available. 

Alternatively, you may contact the diocesan safeguarding team in your area. 

 

Every year, the Legion calls on the nation to unite in 
commemorating Remembrance Sunday.  

Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic and in light of the risks posed, the annual Remembrance 
Sunday March Past the Cenotaph will not take place this year. 

We recognise this will be deeply disappointing for all who were due to take part and it is not a step 
that has been taken lightly. This decision has been taken by the Government based on expert 

https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/overview/news-and-views/unanimous-support-archbishops-council-safeguarding-proposals
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/overwhelming-support-synod-safeguarding-motion
https://www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk/
mailto:safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk
https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/overview/reporting-abuse-and-finding-support
https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/overview/reporting-abuse-and-finding-support
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/safeguarding/diocesan-safeguarding-contacts


advice to protect the health and well-being of those who would have been travelling to and 
participating in the event. The Government led Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph will 
continue to go ahead as a closed ceremony. 
Despite the changes this year, we are encouraging people across the nations to ensure 
Remembrance Sunday is still marked appropriately by taking part in remote and socially distanced 
Remembrance activity, whether that be watching the service on television or pausing for the Two 
Minute Silence in their home or on their doorsteps. 
 
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, we are working hard with our members, staff, volunteers and 
partners to create a range of ways for people to get involved in this year's Poppy Appeal. From 
buying a poppy in your local supermarket or making an online donation, to doing your own 
fundraising with family and friends.  

Like so many things this year, the Appeal has had to adapt to the threat of Covid-19. We're calling 
on the public to support us like never before, because every poppy counts. 
 

Remembrance ideas for 2020 

As a result of Covid-19 restrictions, it may be necessary for individuals and communities to 
consider new ways of performing Remembrance activities, whether at Remembrancetide or any 
other time of the year. 

To give you a helping hand, we've put together a wide-range of suggested Covid safe activities 
that are inexpensive to create: 

• Hold a small Remembrance service in your garden. 

• Create a Remembrance space in your garden by planting plants that have a connection 
to Remembrance. 

• Use Zoom, Facebook or another online meeting resource to host an online 
Remembrance service or activity. 

• Set up a community Remembrance forum to discuss different residents’ Remembrance 
stories. 

• Create an online exhibition of Remembrance related photos from local residents that 
schools or others could use to discuss local Remembrance activities. 

• Do an online interview with a local veteran or someone currently serving to discuss 
what service and sacrifice means to them. You could send people the link and create 
an online audience.  

• Open an online book of Remembrance that family, friends and others can sign as a 
mark of Remembrance. 

• Write letters of Remembrance to veterans or serving personnel.  

• Useour Remembrance education activities to help children learn about 
Remembrance.  

• Create your own Remembrance art piece using our teaching resources – children and 
families could be asked to display something in their window like the rainbows for the 
NHS.  

  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance


Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 

 
  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

 
Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/ 
 
Singing safety 

Below is the latest update from Government regarding singing: 

• There should be no group singing by worshippers. Places of worship should take account of 
the Performing Arts guidance. 

• Small groups of professional or non-professional singers will be able to sing in front of 
worshippers both outdoors and indoors from 15 August. Singing in groups should be limited 
to a small set group of people and should not include audience participation 

• Where music plays a big part in worship, and recordings are available, we suggest you 
consider using these as an alternative to live singing. 

• Any instrument played during worship should be cleaned thoroughly before and after use. 

Broadcasting 

• Groups of professional singers are now able to rehearse and record indoors for broadcast 
(see the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport guidance for information on how 
this can be done safely). 

Congregational activity 

• Except for the limited circumstances outlined above, people should avoid singing, shouting, 
raising voices and/or playing music at a volume that makes normal conversation difficult or 
that may encourage shouting. This is because of the potential for increased risk of 
transmission from aerosol and droplets. 

• Therefore, spoken responses during worship should also not be in a raised voice. 
• Activities such as singing, chanting, shouting and/or playing of instruments that are blown 

into should be specifically avoided in worship or devotions. This is because there is a 
possible additional risk of transmission in environments where individuals are singing or 
chanting as a group, and this applies even if social distancing is being observed or face 
coverings are used. 
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