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HARPINS 

FUNERAL 

SERVICE 
 

A complete caring personal service provided by a family  

firm who have served Wakefield and the surrounding  

areas for over 80 years. 
 

 
Pre-paid  

Funeral Plans 
available 

24 hour service 

365 days a year 

David Harpin  Dip. FD, MBIE, NAFD, BIFD 

Sean Harpin, Dip. FD, MBIE, NAFD, BIFD 

Sara Harpin, Dip.FD, MBIE,NAFD, BIFD 

Modern hearse 
& limousines 

Catering and 
Floral Service 

Private Chapels of Rest at 

Victoria House 
Victoria St. 
Outwood 
01924 828238 

7, Back Mount Pleasant 
Wakefield  WF1 4NP 

01924 371091 
83 Cluntergate 
Horbury 
01924 272180 

www.harpinsfuneral.co.uk 

Monumental 
Masonry 
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Trees: Beyond 

the familiar 
Take a short 

walk from St 

John‟s Church 

this month and 

look at the 

change in the 

trees, especially 

on a sunny day: 

an array of colours; yellow, golden, red, russet. Perhaps, In the 

right light, silver touches to the branches.  You might see the 

shape of the tree and design of the branches, hidden at other 

times of the year. Many of us walk past the same trees 

regularly, but if someone showed us a photo of them would we 

recognise them? 
 

Our own Michael Slack painted a tree at Wydale Hall whilst on 

a Parish Weekend. He studied the shape and the colour of the 

tree, he really looked at it and the painting showed it to be 

more than just any old tree.  It became distinctive and we could 

probably take you to that tree today and still recognise it.  

In a „normal‟ November we would be looking forward to Bonfire 

night, Remembrance Sunday and the ever-popular Christmas 

Fayre before the launch into Advent as the new church year 

begins. These occasions provide this month with the reassurance 

of the familiar. During the pandemic and the lockdown, with its 

bewildering, ever-changing guidelines, the „reassurance of the 

familiar‟ is perhaps not so evident.   

We may be feeling that „everything is cancelled‟ and it is true 

that we will not gather around a fire and enjoy sparklers with 

our family and friends. Tributes to those who have died for us in 

war will not involve great parades and the Christmas Fayre may 
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Heritage Open Days 

 

Weekends of  8 / 9  &  15 / 16 September  

Our beautiful Georgian church will be open 1.30pm - 4.00pm 
on Saturday & Sunday of each weekend.  

take on some virtual form. But though these things may look 

different from where we are now, they are still with us. 

In Hebrews 13 v 8 we are reminded that “Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.” (NRSV).  How he looks 

to us, from where we are looking at any given time, may vary 

but he himself doesn‟t change. His love for us doesn‟t change and 

we are given reassurance that his love will always remain the 

same. 

During November we will still thank, and give thanks for, those 

who gave their lives for freedom and peace; we will still think of 

those for whom we would prepare Christmas shoeboxes, and we 

will still anticipate the start of Advent. The challenge is to look 

at things differently, to really think about them.  Rather than 

just think about the occasion, take time to think about the 

reason for the occasion, for that reason has not changed, but 

how we look at it has had to. 

Perhaps there is a challenge here for our spiritual lives, for how 

we connect to God.  God doesn‟t change.  His love for us does 

not change. It might be time to look beyond being „reassured by 

the familiar‟ and take time to look, really look.  How do we see 

and experience God? Does this change as things change around 

us? Do we look beyond the familiar so that we can come even 

closer to the steadfast God of love. 

As you walk amongst the trees around St John‟s and the 

surrounding area, take time to look, really look. They are the 

same trees that we walked past on our lockdown walks but 

they look different. What can we see and experience that we 

couldn‟t in the summer? And I would encourage you to take 

time to look at how you connect to God.  Look beyond the 

familiar.  If you take time to look, really look, and also listen, 

what else can you see and feel? 

       Cath Fox  
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For the foreseeable future there will be one Sunday service at 
St John's at 10am.  This will be a said Communion 
Service.  The Family Service on the second Sunday of the 
month will also be a communion service.  All are welcome.  It 
would be a great help in our planning if you could let Susan 
Lawson (01924 378101 or shlawson0@gmail.com) know if 
you are intending to come to the 10am service.   
 

The 10am service will be recorded as it happens in church.   
A link to the video will be sent out on Sunday afternoon or 
evening by email.  If you are on email and would like to 
receive the weekly newsletter and link to the video of the 
service, please let Stephanie know.   
If you have no email account but can access the internet, you 
will find a link to the video on our Facebook page  
(https://www.facebook.com/wakefieldstjohns) & on A Church 
Near You  (https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7365)   

A Special Occasion 
At our Harvest Service on 11 October we 
welcomed Rob, ordained deacon the previous 
Sunday, as officially our curate - complete with 
his dog-collar and his green stole.  He also had 
on display his white stole, which is worn for celebrations like 
Christmas and Easter.  This has been embroidered with a 
design of his own devising (they encourage ordinands to do 
this) which includes harps (for his surname Harper) a Bible, 
two hands, a globe of the world, and a chalice and wafer.  At 
the back of the neck is a Taize dove.   
We also welcomed Peter Townley, Archdeacon of Wakefield, 
who formally confirmed Martyn Lawson as our Church-
warden, following his election at the APCM.  
Since we could not bring food items for the harvest there has 
been a retiring collection during October for St Catherine's 
Foodbank.   

https://www.facebook.com/wakefieldstjohns
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7365
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To All at St John’s, 

I just want to say a really big „Thank You‟ to each and 

every one of you for making me so welcome during my 

placement at the beginning of the year. Right from the 

start I felt at home with you all. You are a wonderful 

Church who are involved in many projects, helping each 

other and those who are unchurched. I learned a lot from 

you. I am really disappointed that Covid19 shortened my 

time with you. 

I came to a service recently and was overwhelmed by the 

welcome and the gift given to me. Actually, I was so 

emotional I don‟t remember saying thank you so please 

accept my apologies, and thank you all. The orchid is 

beautiful and still in full bloom! 

I have now completed my training and will be licensed at 

my home Church, St Mary the Virgin, Barnsley on 1st 

November during Mass by Bishop Tony. (Provided there is 

no change in the situation with regards to Covid19!!). All 

are welcome.  

I will remember you all with affection as you helped me 

on my formational journey to becoming a Reader/ 

Licensed Lay Minister and I feel that we are family. I hope 

that I will be able to visit you once in a while to see how 

you are getting along. 

Once again, thank you for everything. Keep safe. 

With love in Christ 

       Marian 
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29th November is the start of Advent 

Stir up our hearts, we beseech you, 
to prepare ourselves to receive your Son. 
When He comes and knocks,  
may He find us not sleeping in sin, 
But awake to righteousness, 
Ceaselessly rejoicing in His love. 
May our hearts and minds be so purified, 
That we may be ready to receive  
His promise of eternal life. 

from The Gelasian Sacramentary, c. 500  

(the oldest official prayer book of the Western Church)  
 

New Year Resolutions? 

Pentecost was the church‟s birthday, but Advent is „New Year‟ 
for the church.  Just as many people make New Year 
resolutions for January 1st, we might also make resolutions for 
the church‟s New Year.   

We are used to the rhythms of nature - our heart-beat, day 
and night, the seasons, birth and death.  The church, and 
every Christian life, also has rhythms. Advent is part of the 
rhythm of the church‟s life - the four weeks in which we 
prepare for the festival of Christmas, and then Epiphany. 
Praying, going to church - even reading the church magazine 
- may be part of your personal Christian rhythm of life.   

On the next two pages is information about a new initiative 
from the diocese called Rhythm of Life.  This is something for 
every one of us, for every ordinary Christian.  It aims to help 
us see what rhythms already exist in our Christian life, and 
encourages us to then see how these, or new ones, might 
help us to grow even more in faith and love for our Lord.   
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Rhythm of Life  
 

„Walk with me and work with me – watch how I do it. Learn 
the unforced rhythms of grace.‟  Matthew 11.29 (The Message)  
 

What is this ‘Rhythm of Life’?  

We each adopt rhythms of life, as our circumstances change. 
As Christians some of our rhythms may be: worshipping on 
Sunday, reading the Bible regularly, praying every day.    

To put this another way, we each have rhythms of Loving, 

Living and Learning.  

As Christians, we believe that Christ should be at the heart of 

our Loving, Living and Learning.  

The „Rhythm of Life‟ initiative is offered as a way of helping 
people with this, across the diocese.  

It‟s designed to work with, and add to, the rhythm of any good 
things we‟re already doing.  
 

What’s involved?  
There are four simple steps:  

1 Taking stock - what rhythms of life are already part of my 
routine.  What else might I consider?  

2 Making one or more practical commitments - being realistic, 
choose one or more commitments to broaden and / or 
deepen my spiritual life. 

3 Participating with others - might I do some of these with 
other people?  Many people find it helpful not to tackle some 
things on their own.  

4 Reviewing our commitments periodically - as we grow in 
faith, and as our life circumstances change, we need to 
assess where we now are, and what is appropriate for us. 
 

What support is available?  

Anyone joining in will be provided with:  

1. Help to get started  

2. Areas to consider  
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3. Resources  

4. Opportunities for mutual support  
 

So how do I get started?  

If you use the internet: 

1. Download the Rhythm of Life 
invitation leaflet and the Practical 
Commitment Card.  

2. Join a Rhythm of Life „Get started‟ session (optional).  

If you do not use the internet: 

1. We enclose a copy of the Rhythm of life leaflet and the 
Practical Commitment Card for you to use. 

Then:  

3. Set aside some time for „taking stock‟ and reflecting on 
your current rhythm of life.  

4. Begin your „taking stock‟ time by praying for wisdom to 
identify practical commitments that will make a positive 
difference.  

5. Use the Rhythm of Life invitation leaflet to consider which 
of seven suggested areas could benefit from attention in your 
current circumstances.  

6. For ideas for practical commitments, consult the Practical 
Commitment Card.  For internet users, see the resources 
section on the Rhythm of Life page on the Digital Learning 
Platform.  

7. Make one or more practical commitments, recording the 
details on your card.  

8. Set a date when you will pause to review and take stock 
again, recording it on your Practical Commitment Card.  

9. Be open to sharing your experience of your chosen 
committment(s) with others.  

10. Internet users can join in with this on-going venture by 
subscribing to updates, including opportunities for mutual 
support, at www.learning.leeds.anglican.org/RoL  
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My Delayed Ordination 

For an ordination that was delayed by Covid 19 for three 
months, the week preceding my ordination went very fast. 
Before I knew it, Brother Phillip at the Community of the 
Resurrection in Mirfield was taking my temperature, and I then 
had time to unpack and settle in for my ordination retreat. At 
first it felt very strange being back at the Community, as I 
studied at Mirfield for two and a half years until March 2020. 
Revd Canon Dr Flora Winfield led our retreat, consisting of a 
series of talks and services, with time to reflect and pray.  

Leeds Diocese usually has two services each year to ordain 
the deacons.  However, this time there were four, to allow for 
social distancing and for each ordinand to invite a small 
number of guests. I attended deacon ordinations in the past 
two years in the dioceses of Leeds and Sheffield, to pray for 
friends who were being ordained. These services were in 
packed, busy, noisy Cathedrals.  Family members with special 
needs struggled with the service, or did not attend as the 
family predicted that the service would be too much for the 
individual.  

My ordination was much quieter and intimate. Bradford 
Cathedral felt full of prayer and the presence of God. It was 
also amazing to know so many of my friends and family were 
able to watch the service live, or on YouTube, than I would 
ever have been able to invite to the service.  

The Cathedral staff worked very hard to create a safe space 
for us and everything happened as expected. I had two main 
regrets.  First was that key people in my journey to ordination 
were not able to be at the service with me.  Second was that 
key fellow ordinands were in the later services. Small matters 
in the whole scheme of a world pandemic.  

Bishop Nick commented at the start of the service that we 
have made a lot of changes this year, however, having 
ordinations was not one of them. I am so grateful that the 
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The views expressed in this Magazine  
are those of each writer and are not necessarily held  

by the Editor, Vicar or PCC. 
 

Magazine Contributions 
 

The Editor is always pleased to receive news of events, to 
come or which have taken place; reports of church activities; 
original articles, stories, etc.  We cannot guarantee that they 
will be included, and they may be edited before inclusion. 

 
 

Please send contributions for the  
December 2020 issue   

 

by 8 November 2020 

All copy should be sent to the editor: 
 

Deidre Morris at 
263 Park Lodge Lane, Wakefield WF1 4HY 

 

Or  e-mail to:  bandmorris@btinternet.com 

ordinations for Priests and Deacons were able to 
go ahead this year and they are certainly not 
events that will be soon forgotten. The service 
was, of course, a once in a life time event which 
was amazing, personal and humbling, all at the 
same time. It was wonderful that Stephanie was 
there to support and pray for me.  After the 
service I went out for lunch with some of my 
family, which was not the celebration we had 
anticipated but we did have a wonderful time. 

I was reminded this week that, as Deacons, we 
still have much to learn and I am so grateful to be serving my 
curacy at St Johns. 

         Rob Harper 

       Sorry! Rev Rob Harper 
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DIARY DATES for NOVEMBER 2020 

Sunday 1      All Saints’ Day        

10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 

Revelation 7: 9-end   Matthew 5: 1-12 
 
 

Sunday 8      Remembrance Sunday 
10.00am  Family Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings:  
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-end Matthew 25: 1-13   
 

Tues 10   7.00pm Deanery Synod meeting via zoom 
     7.45pm PCC meeting via zoom 
 

Sunday 15      Second Sunday before Advent  
10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 

1 Thessalonians 5:: 1-11  Matthew 25:14-30   

  
 

Sunday 22      Christ the King 

10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 
Ephesians 1:15-end  Matthew 25:31-end                                   

 

Sunday 29      Advent Sunday        

10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings: 

Isaiah 64: 1-9      Mark 13: 24-end 
 

  

Sunday 6 December    Advent 2 
10.00am  Holy Communion, said, distanced 
   Readings:  
Isaiah 40:1-11    Mark 1:1-8 

Parish Morning Prayer - 9.30am Mondays - is now 
happening by Zoom.  Please contact Stephanie if 
you would like an invitation to join in.  

 



 

 
 
 

Sunday Services at St John’s  
are very limited due to  

the COVID19  restrictions 
 

EVERY SUNDAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion    
     This is currently NOT happening 
      
 

1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th SUNDAY EACH MONTH 
10.00am  Parish Communion   
     This is now a said service. 
     There are no hymns, prayer stations etc.  
       Chairs are arranged for social distancing,  
     so numbers are slightly limited.  
           

     

2nd SUNDAY EACH MONTH  

10.00am  Family Service  
     This is now a said communion service 
     as on other Sundays,  
     and all family members are welcome.  

 

 

It would be a great help in our planning  
if you could let Susan Lawson know 

(01924 378101 or shlawson0@gmail.com)  
if you are intending to come to the 10am service.   

 

The entrance door to the church is on the city centre / High 
School side of St John‟s Square.  There is a ramp access 
for wheelchairs and pushchairs up to this door.   
There is a fully accessible toilet at the church, and a baby-
change facility.   
There is an induction loop for those who use a hearing aid. 
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UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

Purposeful activity in a structured, fun environment. 
 
 

25th Wakefield Scout Group  For boys and girls, held in the 

Scout Hut by St. John‟s Parish Centre at the following times. 

Beaver Scouts  (6-8 years)     Tues & Thurs  5.45 - 6.45pm 

Cub Scouts    (8-11years)     Mon.& Tues   7.00pm-8.15pm   

Scouts        (11-14 years)  Wednesday 7.30pm-9.00pm 
 

Details: Group Scout Leader  Laura Stephenson 07772869561 
 

 

Girl Guiding UK   www.girlguiding.org.uk  

Rainbows    (Girls aged 5-7)   Thursdays 6.00-7.00pm in church 

Contact: Ann Coulson  a.coulson@leedsbeckett.ac.uk 

Brownies    (Girls aged 7-10)  Tuesdays 6.15-7.30pm in church 

Contact: www.girlguiding.org.uk/registeryourinterest     

Girl Guides  (Girls 10 – 14 years) Thursday 7.15-8.45pm in school 

Contact: Rachel Gibbs  www.girlguiding.org.uk/registeryourinterest     

 Mission Statement 
 

St John‟s is here to be a living, loving and  
serving witness to Christ; worshipping, learning 

and growing in our faith together, reaching out to 
share God‟s love in the community  

and bringing His Word to all 

PARISH ACTIVITIES / ORGANISATIONS  
 

Parish Morning Prayer  9.30am Mondays - is happen-
ing by Zoom.  Please contact Stephanie if you would like 
an invitation to join in.  
A short service of readings and prayer to start the week  
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Welcome to All! 
As I write this, most UK churches are holding services again 
in their church buildings or wherever they normally worship. 
But things are somewhat different.  In my church you need to 
ring a Churchwarden to book a place to come to Sunday or 
mid-week worship. So far, no-one‟s been turned down or 
away at the door for not booking.  People are told where to sit, 
rather than choosing their favourite spot, so the two-metre gap 
is maintained, and face masks are required. 

So how does all this affect our „worship‟? 

A key element to gathered worship for me is that the welcome 
is for everyone, regardless of how they look, or dress, their 
faith or their behaviour.  Many years ago, on holiday with my 
pre-teen children, there was to be a raft race and fun by the 
river.  It started right after the church service, so we were 
suitably dressed for a messy time! I was in a bright pink tee-
shirt and matching striped summer trousers... 

Although we‟d never been there 
before, and knew no-one, we felt 
like royalty from the way the 
congregation treated us. It was 
wonderful.  We‟d come home. 
We were family.  Christian family.   
Brothers and sisters in Christ.   Co-heirs with Jesus. 

It‟s part of our role as Christians to be welcoming. There‟s no 
one specific person for this. It‟s down to all of us. 

So have a think about how you can express a welcome to the 
others in your congregation. Or think what would make you 
feel welcomed.  It‟s  tough if your smile is covered by a mask 
and you can‟t shake hands or hug. But what could you do? 

As you think about the essentials of gathered worship, ask 
yourself the question – What else would be an essential for 
me? There‟s no single right answer, but it‟s worth thinking 

about and perhaps talking to others about. 

              Revd Dr Jo White  
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 God of mission,  

You give fresh life to St John’s. 

Send your Holy Spirit  

 to give vision to our planning, 

 wisdom to our activities,  

 and power to our witness, 

that we may grow  

 in love and commitment to you 

 in number of disciples   

 and in loving service to our neighbours 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen  

Noah opened up the ark and let all the animals out, 
telling them to “Go forth and multiply!”  

He began to close the great doors of the ark when he 
noticed that there were two snakes still sitting in a dark 
corner. Concerned, he said to them: “Didn‟t you hear 
me? You can go now. Go forth and multiply.” 

“We can‟t,” said the snakes sadly. “We‟re adders.” 

The test of progress is not whether we add more to the 

abundance of those who have much; it is whether we 

provide enough for those who have too little 

President Franklin D Roosevelt 
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Book Your Bulbs  
 

There is still time if you would like to pre-
order one or more of Sam‟s hyacinth 
baskets for Christmas.  Please could you 
let him or Mona have your name, phone 
number and how many baskets you‟d like.  
Either speak to them at church, if you are 
coming to church, or ring them on 01924 378310.  Or you 
can let Susan Lawson know.  

William (Bill) Hutchinson, 1923 – 2020 
 

Bill Hutchinson, born in 1923, died recently in Filey at the 
age of 97. For many years Bill and his wife Nancy lived on 
St John‟s Grove.  They had four children, Monica, Jill, Ruth 
and Alan, all involved in Guiding and Scouting, particularly 
here in St. Johns.  

Bill was manager of Barclays Bank in Normanton when the 
new Scout HQ was built in the early 1970s, and he became 
Treasurer of the Headquarters Committee. He and Nancy 
supported all Fund Raising activities. The favourite was the 
Christmas Dances at Wrenthorpe Village Hall, all themed: 
“Cowboys and Indians”, Tramps and Tarts” and “The 
Twenties”. This last one was my wife and I‟s first Date!  

Selling Christmas cards was a big fund-raiser, wilh all the 
cards filling their house.  The Headquarters was really in-
debted to the „Hutchinsons‟ as the whole family helped out. 

Bill was a regular attender at St. John‟s Church, always 
sitting on the left hand side near the back. After Nancy died 
he retired to Filey, a place for family holidays for many 
years. Recently his health forced him to enter a Care-Home. 

St. John‟s, particularly the Scouts and Guides, have a lot to 
thank Bill and his family for.   “Thanks Bill”.  RIP. 

Philip Booth 
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Calendars for Sale 
  

Over lockdown Michael has made 50 colour sketches. He has 
chosen 12 of them for a calendar he has had printed to raise 
money for the hospice. Each calendar costs £10 so Michael 
hopes to make £500 in total. If you would like to buy a 
calendar, please contact Michael on 01924 364268.  
 
 

Hand knits for Care Leavers  
The Christmas Dinner is an annual project, founded by the 
poet Lemn Sissay MBE, for local communities to provide a 
special Christmas Day for care leavers aged between 18 and 
25 – one they‟ll never forget.  Details are at the website  
http://thechristmasdinners.org.uk/ 

This year they are collecting for the Bradford and Leeds 
Christmas Dinner and asked WI members if they would knit for 
this project. The dinners are unlikely to go ahead as usual this 
year, due to the on-going pandemic, but they will probably 
deliver food and gifts to these young people to try and ensure 
they have a nice Christmas and to let them know they are in 
our thoughts. 

They would like to give each person a hand knit scarf and hat, 
so if this is something you would like to do they would be very 
grateful. Patterns can be downloaded for free from the website 
http://tincanknits.com/thesimplecollection.html  
They ask that the yarn used is machine 
washable with other items (so a wool/acrylic 
blend or acrylic yarn) as the recipients 
potentially have limited use of a washing 
machine. 

The address to post knitwear to is in Shipley:  
Katie Lawrence, 8 Glenroyd, Shipley  BD18 1EJ  
 

If you could attach a gift tag to each finished item with a 
Christmas message and care instructions for the yarn used 
that would be really great.  

http://lemnsissay.com/
http://thechristmasdinners.org.uk/
http://tincanknits.com/thesimplecollection.html
x-apple-data-detectors://8/1
x-apple-data-detectors://8/1
x-apple-data-detectors://8/1
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Getting Better Connected 
 

During 2020 the church has had to work much more widely 
via the internet, as physical meetings have been impossible.  
Zoom meetings, live streaming and videos on social 
platforms have all become commonplace for many.  But 
there is always more to learn about being better connected.  
 

Want to learn more? 
Mandy Aspland, Lay Training Officer for the Wakefield Area, 
and Richard Earnshaw, the Social and Digital Media Officer 
for the Diocese, are coming, digitally, to our Deanery Synod 
meeting. They will be sharing with us about online resources. 
 

The meeting is on Tuesday 10 November 2020  
on zoom at 7.00pm.  

This is an open meeting and  
any member of our church is welcome to attend. 

 

The link for the zoom meeting is:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84939121310? 
pwd=REZMa3oxbEZ6QlhMS2xJL2ppalVFZz09  
Or go to www.zoom.us, click „Join a meeting‟ and enter the 

Meeting ID: 849 3912 1310 and the Passcode: 986225. 

   Why should you bother to pray? 
The great preacher C.H. Spurgeon once said this about  
prayer:  

„God says to His own son: “Ask of Me and I will give you the 
nations for your inheritance.” [Psalm 2:7-8]  

If the royal and divine Son cannot be exempt from the rule of 
asking, that He may have; you and I cannot expect that rule 
to be relaxed in our favour. God will bless Elijah and send 
rain – but Elijah must pray for it.‟   

And God promises us that if we really seek Him, He will make 
sure that we find Him. 
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St John’s School Page  

This half term, Class 5 have been 

writing Harvest prayers and creating 

Harvest pictures. Below are some 

examples of their work. 

Dear God, 
Thank you for Harvest and the crops 
that our hard-working farmers grew 
from tiny seeds. I am thankful 
towards these people, who put their 
time and effort into feeding the people of the world. I thank 
you, God, for providing the tiny seeds that have grown and 
the shelter used to store them in a safe place. I appreciate 
the fruit and vegetables that we eat. I am thankful that you 
have served us and given us seeds in the first place, without 
these we would not have any food to keep us healthy. Please 
keep the food fresh for us to eat and please keep it from 
being scarce. Amen 
 

Dear God, 
Thank you for the amount of food that we have and for all the 
fruit and vegetables that keep us healthy. Thank you for 

shelters that we live in that keep us 
safe. Thank you for farmers, who 
harvest our food. Help us to be grateful 
for all the food that you give us. Help us 
stop pollution and keep us safe. Amen 
 

Dear God, 
Thank you for the food we get served up each day and for all 
the farmers, who harvest our food. Help us to help other 
people, who are less fortunate than us and give up our food 
for people, who need it more than us. We are grateful for all 
we have. We need to help other people, who need our help. I 
thank you for our harvest. Amen 
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Bonfire Nights of Yesteryear 

My first memories of bonfire night was 
very small garden bonfires, a singed 
fence one year, toffee too sticky for my 
Gran‟s false teeth; and lots of laughter. 
The fireworks were small, but magical 
for young children watching from a safe 
distance.  

I was eight when one of my Dad‟s friends moved to a home 
with a large garden, with lots of garden rubbish.  We were 
invited over for a bonfire. Over the next seven or eight years 
the bonfire party grew and grew. Trailer loads of wood were 
used and sometimes the pile at the side of the bonfire was 
larger than the actual bonfire.   

The food was the same every year: pork pie and peas, then 
jacket potatoes, followed by brandy snaps, ginger biscuits, 
and Yorkshire parkin. The fireworks seemed to get a bit less 
impressive each year. Perhaps because I was a year older or 
the fireworks had less gunpowder in them - probably both.  

Moving to Rothwell, I was surprised to find that a bonfire was 
held in the church yard of Holy Trinity church.  Most of the 
churchyard is grassed, with much of it full of head stones, but 
there was a clearing north of the church where a bonfire could 
be built. The bonfires were held for many years.  They were 
well organised and food was shared, including jugs of soup. 
However the uneven ground and poor lighting eventually put 
an end to them due to health and safety concerns.  

Perhaps this was a good thing. Bonfire night is a reminder of 
how Guy Fawkes and his fellow conspirators failed to blow up 
parliament and the King. As the plotters were Catholics, 
celebrating them seemed to fly in the face of the Churches 
Together ethos that we had in Rothwell.  

I hope this article may have reminded you of happy memories 
of bonfire nights in previous years.  

            Rob Harper 
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 

 Held at 11.00am on Sunday 27 September in church. 
 

Electoral roll: 108 people, 44 living outside the parish.  

The 2019 accounts were not presented as the diocese has 
asked for some extra work to be done on them.  

Martyn Lawson was elected Churchwarden. 
Susan Lawson was appointed as Deputy Churchwarden. 
They were both thanked for all their work during the last year. 

John Hanson, Deidre Morris and Mary MacQueen are our 
Deanery Synod reps; John & Deidre are on Diocesan Synod. 

Elected on to the PCC were Philip Booth, Alison Purdy, 
Michael Slack, Sue Slaven and Susan Lawson.  

The Vicar‟s report  
Some of last year‟s achievements were: the prayer for growth 
and plan for growth; the banners welcoming people; flyers 
and invitations to events and activities; café church; toddler 
group; lego breakfast; staycation day; several study courses; 
training for those who welcome, lead prayers and read the 
Bible in services; and several special services.   
We are now on the A Church Near You website, and on 
Facebook etc.  We have developed IT skills to hold zoom 
meetings and provide recorded / live stream services via the 
internet.  The magazine and news sheet are e-mailed to over 
100 people, with hard copies for those without e-mail. 
We welcomed Lindsey Fox, ordinand in training, and Marian 
Skiffington, trainee reader, both on placement with us.  
In the covid19 pandemic we have provided pastoral care to 
the community, been very grateful for people‟s generosity, 
and opened the church for worship as early as was possible.   
For the future we must hold our nerve, depend on God and 
discern God‟s will for St John‟s.  Hope is ours and we go 
forward as a faith community.  

Martyn thanked Stephanie for all she has done during this 
challenging year.    
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 D & M 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decorating  

 (papering & painting) 

Gardening / Landscaping 

Bathroom fitting 

Tiling (wall & floor) 

Laminated floors 

Carpentry 

 
 
 
    e-mail:  

    dm5777200@gmail.com 

Building  Service 

Tel: 0744 706 2468 

 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve, 

 I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things, 

 I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy, 

 I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men, 

 I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life, 

 I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for – 

 But everything that I had hoped for, 

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. 

 I am among all men most richly blessed. 

          Soldier in American Civil War 

At a party at a wealthy golf 
club, the conversation turned 
to the subject of ancestry.  
“Of course, we trace our 
family back to coming over 
with William the Conqueror,” 
observed one lady with 
satisfaction.  

She turned to a second 
woman, who was new to the 
club, and asked, “What about 
you dear? Can you go back 
very far?” 

“Not very far,” came the reply. 
“You see, all the early family 
records were lost in the 
Flood.” 
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Community Use of St John’s Church 
Wentworth St, Wakefield, WF1 2QU 

 

The building is fully accessible, with ramp access to the main door and to 
the staging, plus an accessible toilet which also has baby change facilities.   

For further information, or to enquire about hiring our facilities, 
please contact Susan Lawson on 01924 378101 

The large nave, 
with flexible 
seating, costs 
£15 an hour. 
 

The Samaritan 
Room is £5 an 
hour 

The fully equipped kitchen opens onto 
a café area for at least 6 tables + 24 
chairs. The tables can be removed to 
make a larger meeting space.  Café 
area costs £5 an hour.  Kitchen £5 per 
session (half day or evening) when 
hiring any another room. 

DLT Tailors 
Mr Hamid Yavari Shoar 

25 years of tailoring & clothes 

design experience 
Clothing alterations      

Children's wear   

Leather bags of all sizes       
Curtains & soft furnishings 

Tailoring for men and women - 
specialist in formal wear  

 

Art House, Drury Lane,  

Wakefield WF1 2TE   
 Tel 07479686220 

 

Email samyavari76@gmail.com  

Do you need a  

General  

Home Help  

to assist with  

Cleaning, Ironing etc.   
 

Contact:  
Fatoumatta Jallow 

Tel: 07513 348820 
 

References on request  

mailto:samyavari76@gmail.com
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BAKER Furnishings 
 

The furniture specialists - since 1868 
 

Classic and Contemporary Furniture 
 

Gills Yard, Northgate, Wakefield WF1 3BZ 
Tel: 01924 372300 

www.bakerfurnishings.co.uk 

 

J Lazenby & Sons 
Duke of York Street, Wakefield, WF1 3PD 

Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants   Established 1885  

 

Creating or redesigning a website 

may seem daunting at first, but 

trickycat makes it easy for you.  

No matter what your budget we 

can help you with your project 

For a free quote or more information  

please feel free to contact us 

Marc Field 

Tel: 01924 365016 

Mobile: 07952 502588 

E-mail: info@trickycat.com 

Website: www.trickycat.com 
All our sites comply with Google 

trickycat 
Professional web design  
& development 

t 

A range of services to cover every need: - 

 FREE Pre-arrangement consultation 

 Private Chapels of Rest 

 Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 All our Funeral Directors hold the NAFD Diploma 

in Funeral Directing 

 Memorial Consultants 

 Funeral Awareness Seminars 

 Serving all Denominations 
                                       

                        A Part of Dignity Funerals Ltd  

A personal service from local Funeral Directors Serving local people 
For a free estimate, phone or call in to see our superior facilities.  

Tel: 01924 373237           

Fax 01924 339441 

 

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk 
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Who’s Who at St John’s 
 

Vicar  The Revd Stephanie Buchanan 
   

  Tel:  01924 371029 

  e-mail: stephanie.buchanan@btinternet.com 

Curate 

  The Revd Rob Harper 07702875014  

Assistant Clergy 

  The Revd Paul Ellis  01924 367976   

Churchwardens 

  Martyn Lawson    01924 378101 

Reader 

  Brian Morris     01924 369437    

To ask about booking any of the following, when available:  

Church, Church Reception Area, Samaritan Room 

  Susan Lawson    01924 378101  

           shlawson0@gmail.com  

Magazine Editor, and Advertising Manager 

  Deidre Morris 263 Park Lodge Lane, WF1 4HY 

  01924 369437 e-mail: bandmorris@btinternet.com 

Our Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7365  
 

Find us on Facebook at @wakefieldstjohns  

 

Scan our QR code with  
your smart phone to make  
a donation to the work of  
St John‟s in this community. 


