
HARVEST FESTIVAL 

‘God gives us the fruits of the earth’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gathering 

 

THE GREETING 
The grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

(A HYMN may be sung) 
 

Thank you, God, for the harvest, 
and for all the work that people do: 
 

For farmers near and far, 
ploughing and sowing, 
tending and reaping the crops, 
caring for flocks and herds, 
God, we give you thanks 
and bless your holy name. 
 

For fishermen and sea-farers, 
who bring us food from far-off places, 
God, we give you thanks  
and bless your holy name. 
 

For bakers and producers, drivers and 
traders who fill the shops with food, 
God we give you thanks   
and bless your holy name. 
 

For miners and oil rig workers 
who toil in danger, supplying energy for 
factories, and warmth for our homes, 
God, we give you thanks 
and bless your holy name. 
 

For workers in industry and commerce  
who use technology to provide us with  
goods and services, 
God, we give you thanks 
and bless your holy name.   
 

For your gifts of soil and seeds, sunshine 
and rain, and the miracle of nature’s life, 
God, we give you thanks 
and bless your holy name. 

 

 

OFFERING OF HARVEST GIFTS 
(The gifts are brought up. At the end, a member of 
the congregation says to the minister:) 

We bring these gifts to God 
in thankfulness for the harvest: 
He has given us everything we need. 
 
God, our Father in heaven, 
who created us and sustains our life, 
accept these harvest gifts as a sign of our 
appreciation for your unfailing love. 
May they bring blessing to the people who 
receive them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.            Amen. 
 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty.  
for everything in heaven and on earth is 
yours. All things come from you, and of 
your own do we give you. 
 

(SONGS may be sung) 
 

*   *   *   *   * 

PENITENCE  
Let us confess our sins against God, and 
mankind’s abuse of his Creation: 
 

When we demand cheap food without 
thought of the well-being of the growers, the 
farm animals or the land itself … 
Lord, have mercy.            Lord, have mercy. 
 

When we fail to consider those who  
produce our food in difficult conditions for 
meagre rewards …  
Christ, have mercy.       Christ, have mercy. 
 

When we forget to give thanks to God for 
good food and clean water … 
Lord, have mercy.           Lord, have mercy.  
 
 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.            Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray …          (silent prayer) 
 

Eternal God, you crown the year with your  
goodness and you give us the fruits of the 

earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need 
and for our own well-being,  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.               Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

THE SCRIPTURE READING(S) 
 

(After the reading) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM or HYMN 
 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

(After the reading) 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us affirm our faith in God: 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

 

source of all being and life, the one for whom 
we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy 
Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.             Amen. 
 

(A HYMN may be sung) 

 

The Prayers 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
(Special thanksgivings and prayers …) 

Lord God, you promised to Noah that while 
the earth remains, seed-time and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 
night shall not cease. 
We offer now our harvest prayers: 
 

Lord of the Harvest, who gives us our daily 
bread, we pray for all who work on farms, in 
industry, and on the high seas. We ask for 
your blessing on their work so that all may 
enjoy the fruit of their labour.  
Lord of the Harvest,            hear our prayer. 
 

Loving Lord, who has given us such a 
diverse and beautiful world to live in, give us 
respect for animals; help us to prosper 
without polluting the earth with waste and 
toxic chemicals; teach us to be gentle with 
this good earth, on which our life depends 
Lord of the Harvest,       hear our prayer. 

 

God our Creator, make us more thankful for 
what we have received, more content with 
what we have, and more generous to others.  
Lord of the Harvest,            hear our prayer. 
 

Father God, we pray for all who suffer from 
drought and disasters, war and oppression, 
disease and pain … 
Strengthen them with hope and persever- 
ance, and bless all who go to their help, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.            Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

(A HYMN may be sung) 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
May the road rise to meet you; 
may the wind be always at your back, 
may the rain fall softly upon your fields; 
may God hold you in the hollow of his hand.  
Amen.                                    (Gaelic blessing) 
  

(THE BLESSING or THE GRACE is said) 
 

Harvest Festival has its origins in the Jewish Feast of the 

Ingathering. It is a thanksgiving for God’s care towards his 
people, for his gifts that produce the harvest (sun and rain, soil 

and seeds, plants and animals) and for his partners in the 

harvest: farmers, fishermen and producers. We remember also 
the Industrial Harvest that turns the earth’s minerals into 

energy and implements for human use. 

 


