
THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

(BIBLE SUNDAY) 
 ‘The Holy Scriptures: read, mark, learn and inwardly digest’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gathering 

THE GREETING 
The grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you.                                            
And also with you. 
 
(A HYMN may be sung) 
 

Jesus said: ‘One does not live by bread 
alone 
but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’                            (Matt. 4:4) 
 
Lord, your Word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.              (Ps. 119:105) 
 

PRAYER 
Heavenly Father,  
in our time together now, 
help us to celebrate your love, 
learn from your truth, 
trust in your grace, 
and grow strong in your service, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.       Amen.  
 

(SONGS may be sung) 
  

                        *   *   *   *   * 
PENITENCE 
We are told in the Scriptures to measure our 
lives against the teaching of God’s Word 
‘which is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword … it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart …’ 

             (Heb. 4:12-13) 

Let us therefore confess our failure to 
pattern our lives on the teaching of the Bible: 
  

 

When we have neglected to read the Bible 
regularly and prayerfully. 
Lord, have mercy. 

When we have failed to listen to God’s Word 
humbly and honestly. 
Christ, have mercy. 

When we have refused to apply its teaching 
to the way we live. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Hear what the Bible says: ‘The saying is sure 
and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’  
                                                     (1 Tim. 1:15) 
 

May almighty God,  
who sent his Son into the world to save 
sinners, bring us his pardon and peace,  
now and for ever.                                Amen. 
 

(The GLORIA, the VENITE, a SONG or  
RESPONSES may be used) 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray …          (silent prayer) 
 

Blessed Lord, 
who caused all Holy Scripture to be written 
for our learning: help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest 
them that, through patience, and the comfort 
of your holy Word, we may embrace and for 
ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.            Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

THE SCRIPTURE READING(S) 
 

(After the reading) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM/HYMN or SCRIPTURAL SONG  
 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

(After the reading) 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his  
followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe.            (1 Cor. 15:3-7)  

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith.  
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
(A HYMN may be sung) 

The Prayers 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
(Special thanksgivings and prayers …) 
 

Almighty God,  
We give thanks that you reveal yourself to us 
when we engage with the text of the Bible.  
Give us the desire, and the discipline, to 
study its teaching, and to live what we learn. 
Spirit of God,              lead us into all truth. 
 

We give thanks for those who have 
translated the Bible into different languages. 
Bless the Bible Society in its work of making 
God’s Word understandable and available  
to all. 
Spirit of God,              lead us into all truth. 
 

We give thanks for those who teach the 
Bible to young and old … Help them to 
show, with clarity and enthusiasm, the 
relevance of the Bible to life today. 
Spirit of God,               lead us into all truth. 
 

We give thanks for Bible discussion groups 
… May they bring fresh insights and 
encouragement to all who take part. 
Spirit of God,               lead us into all truth. 
 

We give thanks for theologians and teachers 
in colleges both here and overseas … 
Inspire them and their students in the 

teaching of God’s Word. 

 

Spirit of God,             lead us into all truth.  
 

We give thanks for the health we have, and 
pray for those facing serious illness, painful 
treatment or failing health … 
Spirit of God,    
bring them healing, comfort and hope. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who 
have died … Learning from their example, 
we pray for strength to follow him who is the 
incarnate Word, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
                                                            Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

(A HYMN may be sung) 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for the gift of your holy 
word. May it be a lantern to our feet, 
a light to our paths, 
and a strength to our lives. 
Take us and use us to love and to serve 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.                    Amen.  
                         (Collect from Common Worship) 
 

(THE BLESSING or THE GRACE is said)   
 

Today the long Trinity season in the Church year comes to an 

end. Its general theme has been the nourishing of Christian 
faith and discipleship. The image of spiritual ‘nourishment’ is 

highlighted today if it is also marked as Bible Sunday. The 

Collect asks God to help us read and ‘inwardly digest’ the 
Holy Scriptures so that we ‘hold fast the hope of everlasting 

life … in Jesus Christ’. 


