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Notes for our Zoom congregation 

 
Welcome to Revd. Andy Batchelor’s licensing service.  To join the Zoom 

service, please click on this link 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83058986789?pwd=QjFCcGpHaDlWcWNYT1V2Y2RDTTMxQT09  
 

or enter the following ID and passcode in the Zoom app: 

 

Meeting ID: 830 5898 6789  Passcode: 145853 

 

On joining the Zoom meeting, you will be placed in a waiting room; the 

meeting host will allow all to enter prior to the start of the service. 
 

 

During the service, all those attending will be muted by the host.  Please 

remain muted except whilst actively participating.   

 

 

The responses will be led by those with Rev Andy.  You are invited to join in 

with these and also with the hymns whilst muted; the host will unmute 

everyone for the Lord’s prayer and the welcome with applause (page 12)  

 

 

 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83058986789?pwd=QjFCcGpHaDlWcWNYT1V2Y2RDTTMxQT09
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¶ Introduction 
 

This service marks the beginning of a new phase of ministry, both for 

minister and people. It is a joyful moment and one to which all come with 

a high sense of anticipation of God’s blessing on the years ahead, and it is 

right that this beginning is marked by a service both of celebration and of 

dignity. 

 

The Diocese of Coventry has in recent years understood its mission in 

terms of three themes: Worshipping God, Making New Disciples and 

Transforming Communities. Mission and ministry are shared by Bishop, 

clergy and congregation.   

 

Andy was brought up in Warwickshire, and had a career in IT before 

training for the ministry at St Johns Nottingham. Having felt a call to serve 

in the North of England Andy and his family moved to Ulverston in 

Cumbria, where Andy served his curacy, and later to Walney Island 

where Andy became vicar of St Marys on Walney, and later of St Johns 

in Barrow-in-Furness. Andy is married to Julie, and they have two adult 

daughters Abigail and Zoe, and have also been long term foster carers of 

two young people for 5 years. Having felt a call to move on to a new 

challenge Andy applied for the position of priest in charge of Harbury, 

Ladbroke and Ufton and is thrilled to be returning to his roots in the 

midlands, and to serve these three parishes, where the local church is so 

integral to the local community. Andy is a lifelong motorcyclist, continues 

his enthusiasm for all things IT related, and has a love of science fiction 

and astronomy. He is looking forward to forging new relationships and 

sharing the love of Jesus with all.  

 

The service has a number of distinct elements: 

 

• The Gathering of the people, including the Presentation of the New 

Minister 

• The Liturgy of the Word, in which we read the Bible together and 

discern what God is saying to us.  

• The Liturgy of Licensing, in which the tasks of ministry are outlined 

along with its emphasis on the ministry of Christ of which we all share.  

• The Licensing is the giving of the legal document, which includes the 

Bishop’s permission to be in office.  
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• The reading of Intercessions or Prayers is the first task of the newly 

licensed minister, on behalf of the people of the parish and community.  

• Andy is then properly welcomed. 

• The Dismissal, in which the people are sent out with God’s blessing to 

proclaim the Gospel to the world. 

 
 

You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last. 

                 John 15:16 

   

 

 

 

 

 

¶   The Gathering 

Prelude 
 

The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba, from Solomon 

G.F. Handel, played by Mrs Kate Pickin 

 

 

 

Welcome 
 

The Area Dean, the Revd. Martin Green, welcomes the congregation 
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The Greeting 
 

The Bishop greets the people  

 

Bishop  Jesus Christ has made us a kingdom of priests 

  to serve his God and Father. 

All  Glory and kingship be his for ever and ever 

 

The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you  

  and also with you.  

 

The Bishop adds his own words of welcome. 

 

The introduction continues with the following acclamation 

 

There are varieties of gifts,  

but the same spirit.  

There are varieties of service,  

but the same Lord.  

There are different kinds of working,  

but the same God is at work in all.  

 

  There is one body, one Spirit, one hope in God’s call; 

  one Lord, one faith, one baptism.  

There is one God, Father of all, over all and in all,  

to whom Christ ascended on high.  
 

 

Bishop  And through his Spirit he gives us gifts:  

All  some are apostles, some are his prophets;  

evangelists, pastors and teachers he gives us,  

so that we can minister together  

to build up his body,  

to be mature in the fullness of Christ.  
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The Presentation 
 

The Minister to be licensed is presented to the Bishop by the Patron (or 

in the Patron’s absence the Archdeacon or Area Dean) 

 

Bishop John, I present Andy to be licensed as Priest-in-Charge; he 

is to serve in the benefices of Harbury and Ladbroke and of Ufton. 

 

One of the Churchwardens says 

 

On behalf of the Parochial Church Councils, I confirm that we 

have willingly assented to Andy as our Priest-in-Charge. 

 

The Bishop acknowledges this Presentation 

 

 

The Collect 
 

The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer with the words 

 

Let us pray for Andy and for the ministry of the whole people of 

God, that together we may love one another as Christ has loved 

us. 

 

Silence may be kept 

 

Bishop  God our Father, Lord of all the world, 

through your Son you have called us into the fellowship  

of your universal Church: 

hear our prayer for your faithful people 

that in their vocation and ministry  

each may be an instrument of your love, 

and give to your servant Andy now to be licensed, 

the needful gifts of grace; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.   

Amen. 
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¶   The Liturgy of the Word 
 

 

Reading 
 

Luke 12:22-34  

 

22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 

life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life 

is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the 

ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, 

and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the 

birds! 25 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span 

of life?[d] 26 If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do 

you worry about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin;[e] yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 

clothed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much 

more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not keep striving 

for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep 

worrying. 30 For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, strive for 

his[f] kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 

purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

   

At the end the reader may say 

 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Sermon 

 
The sermon is preached by Bishop John 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25477d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25479e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25483f
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                                                                     Hymn 
   

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art, 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

Be Thou my wisdom, Thou my true word 

I ever with Thee, and thou with me, Lord, 

Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son, 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

 

Be Thou my battle-shield, my sword for the fight, 

Be thou my dignity, and Thou my delight, 

Thou my soul's shelter, Thou my high Tower, 

Raise Thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise, 

Thou my inheritance now and always, 

Thou and Thou only the first in my heart, 

High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

 

High King of Heaven, after vict'ry is won, 

May I reach Heaven’s joys O bright Heav’ns Son 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

 

¶   The Liturgy of Licensing 
 

 

The Dedication to Christ’s Ministry 
 

Those who wish to do so are invited to join the following act of 

rededication to the ministry of Christ in this place. 

 

A member of the congregation involved in baptism preparation or 

children’s work asks the Minister  

 

 Will you be among us as one who rejoices to bring new Christians 

to baptism, and to share with them the Living Water, Jesus Christ 

himself? 
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Minister By the help of God I will. 

 

The Minister asks the people 

 

Minister  Will you share with me in encouraging and sustaining all  

 who come to Christ, to help his people to grow in his life,  

 and shine with his light? 

All  By the help of God we will. 

 

A Deacon/Reader/member of the congregation asks the Minister 

 

 Will you be among us as one who studies Holy Scripture,  

 preaches its story of the Love of God and explores the riches of 

our faith in the Word-made-flesh? 

 

Minister By the help of God I will. 

 

The Minister asks the people 

 

Minister Will you join with me in learning and living out the path of 

Wisdom,  

that all may hear and rejoice in the good news of Christ, our 

Saviour and Redeemer?  

All  By the help of God we will. 

 

A Deacon or other member of the congregation involved in the 

distribution at Holy Communion asks the Minister  

 

  Will you be among us to break the bread and bless the cup, to 

 celebrate with us the Lord’s death and resurrection; that we may 

know his presence in us, for the life of the world? 

 

Minister By the help of God I will. 

 

The Minister asks the people 

 

Minister  Will you join me in offering ourselves, in thanksgiving and praise, 

to be a living sacrifice, rejoicing to know that we are the body of 

Christ, sustained and nurtured by his body and blood? 

 

All  By the help of God we will. 
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A member of the congregation asks the Minister  

  

  Will you be among us as one who holds us in prayer, as one who 

leads us in worship, in psalm and silence, in lament and praise, that 

we may grow in God’s image and likeness, and care for the needs 

of the world? 

 

Minister By the help of God I will. 

 

The Minister asks the people 

 

Minister  Will you join me in placing prayer at the heart of this community, 

at the  rising of the sun and its setting, that all may come to be 

blessed by the light of Jesus Christ? 

All  By the help of God we will. 

 

The Licensing 
 

The Patron or Archdeacon leads the Minister to the Bishop. 

 

Bishop          Archdeacon Sue, Andy has shown his commitment to sharing in 

the ministry of Christ in this place; has Andy also made the 

necessary requirements by law? 

 

Archdeacon   I declare that Andy has affirmed the Declaration of Assent, and 

taken the Oath of Allegiance to the Queen, and the Oath of 

Canonical Obedience to the Bishop of Coventry. 

 

The Bishop addresses the Minister to be licensed 

 

Bishop Andy, do you believe that God has called you to share in the 

ministry of the people of God in these benefices and to serve as 

their priest and pastor? 

Minister I do. 

 

The Bishop addresses the people 

 

Bishop People of these benefices and all who share in Christ’s ministry 

here, will you support each other in that ministry and welcome 

Andy among you? 

All In Christ’s name we will. 
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The Bishop addresses the Minister  

 

Bishop       Andy do not forget the trust of those who have chosen you.  

In your work and ministry, and with your colleagues,  

care alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor. 
 

By your words and in your life preach the Gospel. 

 Give time for yourself, your family and friends. 

 Love and serve Christ’s people.  
 

Nourish them by word and sacrament,  

and strengthen them to glorify God  

in this life and in the life to come. 
 

The Bishop then blesses the Minister in these words: 

 

Andy, may the love of the Father enfold you, 

the wisdom of the Son enlighten you, 

the fire of the Spirit inflame you; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen 

 

 

The Bishop reads aloud the licence.  

 

Then the Bishop says 

  

 Andy, receive the care of souls,  

 which is both mine and yours,  

 in the name of the Father,  

 and of the Son,  

 and of the Holy Spirit.  

All  Amen. 
 

The Archdeacon says 
 

Andy, pray for your people, lead them in worship and service, and 

encourage them in their witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Archdeacon says 

 

Andy, God keep you in his care; 

Christ win you and save you: 

The Holy Spirit guide you 

In the paths of truth and love always.  

Amen 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Priest-in-Charge leads the congregation in prayer concluding with 

the Lord’s Prayer saying 
 

Believing the promises of God, 

 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name; 

  thy kingdom come; 

  thy will be done; 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, 

  the power and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. 

  Amen. 

 

The Bishop addresses the congregation 

 

Bishop  My brothers and sisters,  

It is my joy to present to you your new Priest-in-Charge! 

 

The Priest-in-Charge may be welcomed with applause! 

 

The Area Dean and Lay Chair may welcome the new Priest-in-Charge 

into the deanery with suitable words. 
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The Area Dean may introduce representatives of the church and 

community who may add their own brief words of welcome.  

 

The Priest-in-Charge may: add their own words of gratitude and 

announce the services for the following Sunday before announcing the 

Hymn 

                                                                     

 Hymn 
From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea 

Creations revealing Your majesty 

From the colours of fall to the fragrance of spring 

Every creature unique in the song that it sings 

All exclaiming 

 

Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

You are amazing God 

All powerful, untameable, 

Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing God 

 

Who has told every lightning bolt where it should go 

Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow 

Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light 

Yet conceals it to bring us the coolness of night 

None can fathom 

 

Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name 

You are amazing God 

All powerful, untameable, 

Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing God 

You are amazing God 

 

Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

You are amazing God 

All powerful, untameable, 

Awestruck we fall to our knees as we humbly proclaim 

You are amazing God 
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Indescribable, uncontainable, 

You placed the stars in the sky and You know them by name. 

You are amazing God 

Incomparable, unchangeable 

You see the depths of my heart and You love me the same 

 

You are amazing God 

You are amazing God 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The following act of commitment may be used and led by the Priest-in-

Charge  

   

Minister Lord Jesus, you call us.  

Help us to respond to your call.  

 

Lord Jesus, you call us to be your people in the world.  

We will follow your call to be your people:  

our hands will do your work,  

our feet will walk your way.  

 

Lord Jesus, you call us.  

Help us to respond to your call.  

 

Lord Jesus, you call each one to be your child for the world.  

may our hearts search for your truth,  

may our souls listen for your voice,  

may our lives follow in your path.  

Lord Jesus, you call each one of us.  

Help us to respond to your call.  

 

Lord Jesus, you call us to be your people in the world.  

We are the body of Christ.  

 

 

 

The Bishop gives the Blessing 

 

Bishop  Our help is in the name of the Lord 

 who has made heaven and earth. 
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Blessed be the name of the Lord 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

  The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,  

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

and to proclaim the word and works of God;   

and the blessing of God almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be among you and remain with you always.  

  Amen. 

 

  The Priest-in-Charge says 

 

Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 
The Coventry Blessing 

Performed by the Coventry Church Collective 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from 

which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 

2000/2006. 

 

Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this 

service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006. 


