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Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour this weekend!  
 
It’s been a challenging year for all of our young people so it’s good to hear how one of our church 
families is faring. In the Latham household, Matthew is studying medicine at the University of 

Sheffield and facing exams, but may well be back in Staffordshire soon as teaching this term will be online. Patrick 
has moved into the Sixth Form at Alleyne’s Academy in Stone. We asked Katie about her experience of life in Middle 
School. 
What was it like during lockdown? 

“It actually turned out to be alright because Christ Church Academy (the school I go to) decided to do it all 
on Microsoft Teams which worked/is working really well! The only downside was that I missed my friends 
and the social aspect that you get from school that many of us take for granted; without this it was quite 
tricky to still remain well… normal!  
What kept me going was doing all the daily sports challenges set by my P.E teacher and competing in the 
virtual sports day they set up! Also, I did a lot of art and I competed in a competition run by the Potteries 
Centre and the winners got to be in their ‘lockdown gallery’ and believe it or not I was actually one of the 
winners! (Thanks to my art teacher for notifying me of it!)  
It was certainly very strange when we were allowed to visit our grandma and grandad’s house, because we 
sat in their garden 2 metres away from them.  It was really nice to see them even if we couldn’t give them a 
hug! I guess we will just have to stick with touching elbows for the moment!  
What’s it like in school right now? 
Well it’s definitely changed! Firstly, we have to wear a mask when we are in the 
corridors. Secondly, we only move around the school if it’s English or Maths because 
we go into sets for them, but any other subject we just stay in our form room. I have to 
admit it can get quite boring when you’re pretty much in the same room every day, but 
if it helps to stop Covid 19 from spreading then I’m all for it! 
Also, every time we finish break and lunch and we’re in our form groups, we have to 
sanitise our hands and there must be no mixing with other year groups! Any homework 
handed in gets quarantined for 48 hours. 
Finally, I think as a nation we’ve coped with it very well and it really brought us all 
together! I hope school, church and everyone’s lives can return back to normal soon. 

          *     *     *      *     *      *     *       *     *     *     *     *     *    *   
 

 A scarecrow festival took place last week in Standon and Cotes Heath to 
celebrate the harvest and to collect donations for the Stone Food Bank.  
 The children of All Saints First School created a “Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party” display in their grounds and traditional scarecrows (as well as 
ones depicting the Prime Minister and Batman) popped up in front 
gardens around the villages.    
 
 
    

Dates for your diary: 
Tuesday 27th October, 6.45 for 7.00, APCM by Zoom. Contact Doreen for details. 
Sunday 1st November, 10.30 Holy Communion St. Mary’s, 3.00 Memorial Thanksgiving service, St. James’. 
Sunday 8th November, 10.30 Remembrance Service, St. Mary’s, & short act of remembrance at war memorial 
Wednesday 11th November, 10.45 Remembrance Service, St. James’ 

  



The Gospel for this Sunday is from Matthew Chapter 22:34-46  

 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.  And one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  And he said to 
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the 
great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.  On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, “What do you think about 
the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.”  He said to them, “How is it then that David, in 
the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 
 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 Sit at my right hand,  
until I put your enemies under your feet’? 
If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”   
And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

In our Bible passage Jesus is being asked by a lawyer what the greatest commandment is, and he 
answers with not just one but in fact two commandments and they are both about love. Love for 
God and for our neighbours. In 1 John 4:19 it says, ‘we love because he first loved us.’ God is the 
author of love. 
 So how can we love God with all our heart, mind and soul as Jesus commands us to do? There are 
many ways to do this but here are just a few. Firstly, by knowing him, as loving is knowing. To 
know God, we can read the Bible as it’s a compilation of books that describe him; it’s like his 

autobiography! Listening to those who preach about him will increase our knowledge about him. Secondly, obeying 
his commands.1 John 5:3 says,’ for the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments ‘. Thirdly, love your 
brothers. 1 John 4:21 says, ‘the commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also ‘. To love God as Jesus asks us, is to love him with all our heart, mind and soul. That is, with 
all our whole being and not only should it be the fruit of our actions but giving the very best of ourselves in 
everything that we do.  
Is there anything that gets in the way of loving God in our lives? Do we give him the very best of our time, attention 
and efforts or do other things take first place?   What takes our focus off God? Is it our job, our hobby or spending 
too much time on social media? 
 The second commandment Jesus gives is to love our neighbours as ourselves. It doesn’t just literally mean our next-
door neighbours but it is those people who we see and meet that we can help. Some folk are not easy to get along 
with, but if we just love those around us who like us and are easy to love back where is the merit in that?  
 In John 3:16, the most famous and compact description of God’s love it says ‘For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life’. The greatest 
act of God’s love is giving to us the gift of his son Jesus Christ. Jesus came to live and die as a substitute for sin, so 
that everyone who trusts in him could be given the gift of eternal life.  
God loves us and his love is unconditional. Amen.  

                     *           *           *          *             *             *           *             *             *             * 
 

• Please pray this week for Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, 
Dot Sargent, Pat Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Geoff & Linda Foster, Margaret Bailey and for 
the Shaw family in their bereavement.  

 

• We also pray for James Coull and Kathryn Stokes whose banns will be read this Sunday. Their 
wedding is at St. Mary’s next month.  
 

• A message from Alan Rawlings: "Madeline and I would like to thank everyone for their 
support, kindness and prayers during the last twelve months. We shall continue to shield 
until the environment is safer, but look forward to meeting everyone again later in 2021." 
 

• If you were thinking it might be time to prepare for Christmas, take note of Ann Ramsey. She’s already made 
38 Christmas cakes which she’ll decorate in December and sell to raise funds for Marie Curie, the charity that 
provides end of life care.  



MORNING WORSHIP 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
O Lord, open our lips 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
 
O come, let us sing to the Lord;  
let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.  
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   
and be glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God   
and a great king above all gods.  
Come, let us worship and bow down   
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God; we are the people of his pasture 
 and the sheep of his hand.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. As it was in the beginning is now and ever 
shall be, world without end, Amen.   
 
Confession: Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 
sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May Almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring us his pardon and peace, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
Creed: Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Collect: God, our light and our salvation: 
illuminate our lives, that we may see your goodness 
in the land of the living,  
and looking on your beauty 
may be changed into the likeness of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, we have come before you setting aside 
time and space in our lives, to reflect on your 
greatness, to rejoice in your goodness and to respond 
to you with gladness. We come to you in awe, in 
wonder and reverence, with praise and thanksgiving 
and to share fellowship with each other.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Thankyou Lord for your wonderful creation, especially 
at this time of year when the beauty of the trees take 
our breath away. As autumn turns to winter, we pray 
you will be with the homeless and keep them safe. 
There are many people who have been on their own 
most of this year and as the dark nights come, let 
them feel your love surrounding them.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
We pray for all those who are affected by Covid 19, 
whether isolated or with symptoms. We pray for all 
university students, especially those away from home 
for the first time and now finding themselves in 
lockdown. Give them courage for whatever lies ahead. 
 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for all doctors and nurses, who are working 
under extreme difficulties and preparing for a second 
wave of the virus. Protect them Lord as they take care 
of the sick. We know at this difficult time a vaccine is 
trying to be made. Be with those who are under 
pressure to make this happen.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We lift up to you Lord those who are ill, especially 
those on our service sheet. We also pray for all those 
we miss at HeBrews, that they will feel our love and 
prayers with them.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Thankyou Lord for all those who work so hard keeping 
our church open and safe. We pray for Ray our church 
warden as he takes on so many responsibilities 
especially during this interregnum.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
Lord help us to live this day quietly and easily, 
Help us to lean upon your great strength, truthfully 
and restfully, to wait for the unfolding of your will, 
patiently and serenely, to meet others peacefully and 
courageously.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 
As we come to the end of these prayers let us join 
together and say the words that our Lord taught us to 
say: Our Father … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our prayers this week are from 
Ann Ramsey 


