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More than 17,000 online services and events are now being provided by 
Church of England churches, according to a new report published this week. 
“We know that tens of thousands of those tuning in will never have had 
contact with their local Church of England parish before and may never have 
heard the Christian message” says the Archbishop of York. “Their welcome 
presence is a sign of the great hunger we all have for spiritual meaning in 
our lives.” 

 

• Meanwhile, there have been nearly three million views of the C of E national online services. There’s an 
excellent weekly service at 9am each Sunday, available on the website afterwards. Last week’s theme was 
living with dementia and was led by “Anna” chaplains who specialise in this work. Back in September, Zoe 
Hemings from our own diocese led a service celebrating the gifts of those with disabilities. All these remain 
on the website - a new way of enjoying worship in a different context.  
 

• Another new experience this week was the first “on-line” church council meeting. Our churchwarden Ray 
reported on a number of items. The “profile” for a new incumbent is being worked on across the benefice in 
preparation for advertising the vacancy. A delivery of groceries has been made to the Food Bank from  
Harvest donations.  Twenty or so on average are attending services at St. Mary’s with half a dozen at St. 
James’s, and around 9 folks drop into the Sunday afternoon “Zoom” meeting. The Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting will take place on 27th October by Zoom, and Gift Day will as usual be on Advent Sunday. Plans are 
in hand for “low-key” Remembrance services; further details will follow.  

 
"As we follow Christ in the footsteps of St Chad, we pray that the 
two million people in our diocese encounter a church that is 
confident in the gospel, knows and loves its communities, and is 
excited to find God already at work in the world. We pray for a 
church that reflects the richness and variety of those 
communities. We pray for a church that partners with others in 
seeking the common good, working for justice as a people of 
hope."  (Diocesan Vision Statement) 
 This is the vision set out for churches across the Lichfield diocese and next Friday 23rd October we’re invited to join 
with Christians across the area to pray for its fulfilment. The day starts at 7am and continues for 24 hours so you can 
join in any time. More details on the Lichfield Diocese website. 

 
 

 
“Poppy Fields”, an installation created in 2018 to mark the centenary 
of World War One, was attended by tens of thousands of visitors to 
Lichfield Cathedral. The light and sound show will be back this year 
allowing visitors a much-needed chance to reflect not only on past 
and present conflicts but also the global pandemic. Tuesday 3rd 

November to Remembrance Sunday 8th November, timed tickets from 17:30-21:30, (last entry 20:50). Tickets are 
£6.50 per person with under 5s free. Details on the cathedral website.   
 
 

 

  



The Gospel reading for this Sunday is Matthew 22:15-22 
 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle Jesus in his words. 16 And they sent their disciples 

to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God 

truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, 

then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 

“Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 

20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to 

them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 

22 When they heard it, they marvelled. And they left him and went away. 

 

Today's reading is all about ambush - or an attempted ambush at least. It's about taxation too, as 
popular then as it is today!  
 The problem was that the Jews were expected to pay taxes towards the upkeep of the army 
which was occupying their country; this they resented and had rebelled against the tax several 
times since the occupation began.  
The Pharisees opposed the tax but the Herodians supported it and thus were hated by the pious 
Jews. However, the Pharisees were pragmatists, they followed rather than led public opinion. So in this passage we 
see the two opposing groups joining together against Jesus because they felt threatened by him.  
They asked Jesus, is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar? If he said “yes” he is seen as a collaborator and would be 
immediately unpopular with the Jewish people who were oppressed by their Roman rulers. If he says “no” he is 
playing right into the hands of his enemies and he is defining The Kingdom in political rather than spiritual terms. 
Jesus is in a no- win situation.     
Jesus singles out the Pharisees as the main instigators of this ambush and he brings them down to earth with 
unsettling precision. He asks them to show him a denarius. It has the image of Caesar on it and the words “son of 
god”. This coin is a violation of the first two commandments which forbid the likeness of anyone as idolatry. In fact 
the Romans minted special coins, without this image for pious Jews to use. And yet here was a Pharisee producing 
one of these coins which they condemned.  No wonder that Jesus called them hypocrites.  
 Jesus offers no guidance on paying tax; that wasn't his role. He was concerned with the individual’s relationship with 
God. God claims the whole of our lives and from that commitment we can work out our own responsibilities about 
paying tax. Jesus said you had better pay to Caesar that which is Caesar's and give God what belongs to God.  
What does this mean for us today? We belong to God but have a responsibility to those around us. At the moment 
that means keeping ourselves and others safe from the virus in whatever way we can. It also means helping others in 
need, carrying on caring for those who have been affected in any way, through losing jobs, losing their homes or 
loved ones. Jesus wants us to be in a relationship with him and live useful lives in our community, yes even 
paying our taxes when necessary! June Steed. 

 
 
Richard Wenger, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sargent, Pat 
Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Geoff & Linda Foster, Alan & Madeline Rawlings 
 and Margaret Bailey.  
 

“I would like to thank everyone for the lovely cards, messages, flowers, prayers and good wishes 
following the recent death of my father.  Your kindness and support has been truly humbling and 
has helped me through a difficult time.  It is comforting to know that so many people are 
thinking of me and my family, and is much appreciated.  God Bless you all”. Val Adams 
 

 
Thanks to Anna for providing our prayers this week. Anna is meeting regularly with a group of our 
young people as well as keeping in touch with nine families from “Messy Church” and enjoying 
socially distanced walks with parents and children from St. Mary’s Toddler Group. She says  
“Our young people would like to thank God for schools, colleges and universities being back so they 
can continue their education and for the time they can spend with their friends. We pray for Josh 
with his driving test this week, for a good route and success and for any other concerns our children 
and young people face.” 
 



Worship for Trinity 19 
 
“The Lord your God is with you. He is mighty to save” 
Zephaniah 3 v. 17.  
 
The night has passed and the day lies open before us. 
Let us pray with one heart and mind. 
O Lord, open our lips.  
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the 
light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 
with love for you, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Confession: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant 
Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and 
confess to you our weakness and unbelief. We have 
lived by our own strength and not by the power of 
your resurrection. 
In your mercy forgive us. Lord hear us and help us.  
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as 
faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy forgive us. Lord hear us and help us.  
 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our 
home in Heaven.  
In your mercy forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.  
 
Apostles’ Creed: 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Collect:  
O God, forasmuch as without you 
we are not able to please you; 
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all 
things direct and rule our hearts; 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Our Father …. 
 
 

Lord we thank you for the beauty of Your creation 
that is surrounding us at the moment, a reminder that 
You’re the same yesterday, today and forever. That 
whatever is happening in our lives at the moment 
Your creation continues and provides us with 
enjoyment when so many other options are limited. 
May we take time to reflect on Your nature, how you 
know the tiny things and the large, how nothing 
happens without Your knowledge and how you care 
for everything you have created.  
 
As the days get colder, we think of those who don’t 
have a home to live in and of those that can’t afford 
heating. May You be with them Father and provide 
them with the help and warmth that they need. We 
pray for a touch of Your peace and positivity for all 
those that struggle with the colder, darker weather 
and the isolation that comes in normal circumstances, 
let alone this year. That You will help us all not to look 
too far ahead leading to concern and worry, but to 
take each day at a time with You.  
 
For those who are struggling with health at the 
moment including all those in the newsletter we pray 
Your healing and comfort and that you will come 
alongside those in our Church family going through 
tough times, helping them to know Your love and care 
and that of the rest of the Church. 
 
We think of those young people that are isolated at 
University, finding themselves completely away from 
their family, friends and known rhythm of life. May 
You reach them in their rooms, sustain them and help 
them not to feel that all their hopes for the future 
have been taken away but to come to a knowledge of 
our God whose plans for our lives are not disrupted or 
surprised by the virus.  
 
As we go into a new week may we be more aware of 
those around us and how we can show God’s love to 
those in need. Amen. 
 
 
The love of the faithful creator,  
The peace of the wounded healer,  
The joy of the challenging spirit, 
The hope of the three in one, 
Surround us and encourage us, 
Today and forever, Amen.  
 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all, evermore. Amen.  


