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The almighty and merciful Three circle us, that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest 

in peace.  

• Thanks to all who brought donations to the Harvest services and those who supported the foodbank 
financially. Also much appreciated were the flowers that went out to church members at home. 
 

In this grimmest of weeks, it was good to hear the Duke 
of Cambridge and Sir David Attenborough launching the 
 “Earthshot” Prize, an initiative aiming to find solutions 
to the world’s greatest environmental problems.  
The Prince said he wanted the planet to be handed over 
to future generations "in a better state than we found it” 
and said that this would be a decade of action to “repair 
the earth”. Awards will be made for work to protect and 
restore nature, clean our air, revive our oceans, build a 
waste-free world and fix our climate. 
O Lord, how manifold are your works!  In wisdom you 
have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures…. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and 
you renew the face of the earth. Psalm 104 

 
This week also saw the 10th Annual Desmond Tutu Peace lecture entitled    
“Climate Justice Globally: Now and for the Future.” It took place on-line with 
contributions from youth climate activists and also from the internationally recognised 
leader on climate change, Christina Figueres, who gave the keynote speech. The Peace 
lecture was designed as a platform for the next generation of thinkers and leaders to 
reflect the wisdom of their elders and articulate new solutions for today’s and 
tomorrow’s challenges. It’s available on-line.  

 

• . 

 

 

 

Matthew Parker, (3rd from left) has been meeting Christian leaders in Stoke as well as civic 
leaders and cathedral staff following the announcement that he will be consecrated as Bishop of 
Stafford early next year. He was described as “committed to the work of Christian unity” and 
“deeply respected and very well known”. 

Matthew will have responsibility for the pastoral oversight of churches, ministers and communities in the towns 
and villages of Stoke-on-Trent and North and East Staffordshire including Newcastle-under-Lyme, Stafford and 
Burton-upon-Trent. The Bishop of Lichfield, the Right Revd Dr Michael Ipgrave, said “I value highly his firm biblical 
faith, strategic insight and pastoral kindness, and I know that his ministry is very widely appreciated in the 
Stafford Episcopal Area and wider diocese”  

 

  



 
John 2:1-11 
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had 
also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ 
4 ‘Woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My hour has not yet come.’ 
5 His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from eighty to a 
hundred and twenty litres. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them to the brim. 
8 Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ 
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realise 
where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 
10 and said, ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much 
to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’ 
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him. 
 
 

The wedding in Cana wasn’t like weddings today. They were week-long festivals; everybody in the 
town would be invited, so to run out of wine would be the ultimate humiliation. In the passage we 
hear Mary saying to Jesus that they’ve run out of wine, and the response from him? “Woman, why 
do you involve me? My hour has not yet come”. 
There are 6 stone water jars, each holding 80 - 120 litres. He asks the servants to fill the jars with 
water and the water miraculously turns into wine, that’s the equivalent of about 600 bottles of 
wine- that’s a lot of wine – and actually, it’s better than the first lot.  

Why would this be something that Jesus was interested in? 
Jesus restored the joy to the celebrations. He said his hour had not yet come, but he still chose to be concerned 
about this wedding. This was the man who was going to die to save us all, yet in that moment he humbled himself to 
save a man the embarrassment, to restore the life to the party, and that’s what Jesus does for us today. He is 
interested in us, in the minutiae of what is going on, he wants to restore life to us.  
Miracles happen today like they happened back then; it’s how we recognise and react to these and change our lives 
accordingly that matters. It’s how much we believe that Jesus would grant us the miracles in our life. Mary trusted 
Jesus because she knew he was the son of God and capable of doing immeasurably more than we can imagine. We 
are in the same position as Mary. We can trust Jesus and we know that he wants the best for us. 
 So with boldness and expectancy today, pray for something that you don’t think God can do and maybe you’ll be 
standing at the front of church saying “I had faith, I prayed for this, thinking there was no chance, and now I bring a 
testimony that God is faithful and answers my prayers in his timing”.  
God can perform miracles today, maybe not as fabulous as the miracles we see in the Bible, but every prayer that we 
pray has the possibility of its own little miracle.  
Alex Baines. 
 
 

 
Fr. Paul Chavasse, Val Adams, Elaine Dulson, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sargent, Pat 
Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Geoff & Linda Foster, Alan & Madeline Rawlings 
 and Margaret Bailey.  
 
 

 

• Please also pray for our “Zoom” PCC meeting which takes place next Tuesday 13th October and for those 
preparing to stand as officers at our Annual Church meeting on 27th October.  

 
 

• Thanks to Julie Lewney who has provided this week’s prayers.  
 

 



                                                                                                       
MORNING WORSHIP 
We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. (Silence) 
 
As God’s people we have gathered: 
Let us worship him together. 
God of our days and years, 
we set this time apart for you. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ 
so that our lives may glorify you. 
Amen. 
 
Let us admit to God the sin which always confronts us. 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 
sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the 
joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
May the God of love bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us declare our faith 
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.        
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen. 
 
Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, 
increase in us your gift of faith 
that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to that which is before, 
we may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

Heavenly Father, 
We lift to you today the needs of our world as we 
continue on our life’s journey.  Help us to keep you at 
the forefront of our minds and lives Lord, allowing you 
to be in control.  Our lives are fragile but we know 
that at their end you are there to welcome us so we 
pray that we may always find you accompanying us on 
our journey and that we would find your deep peace 
in our daily lives. 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
Creator God, we pray for peace and justice around the 
world.  Give us courage to admit when we are wrong 
and grace to make amends.  Let us be your hands to 
reach out to those in need.  We pray for those areas 
of the world which are suffering through conflict or 
famine, natural disaster or man-made tragedy.  We 
pray for relief agencies and aid workers giving help 
and healing to those in need.   
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
God of all hope, we bring our Benefice to you Lord as 
we look in expectation for a new Minister.  Give grace 
and wisdom to those leading our Benefice at this time. 
We know you are preparing the heart of someone to 
lead us.  Prepare our hearts to welcome the one you 
choose.   
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
Father God, we thank you for our families and 
friends.  We thank you for modern technology which 
enables us to hear and see them so easily and to keep 
in touch even though separated by great 
distances.  We pray for those who cannot access this 
technology, who may feel lonely, uncared for and 
frightened at this time.  We pray that we are neither 
too busy with our own lives nor too tired to reach out 
to them in your name. 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
Loving God, we bring before you now those known to 
us who need your healing touch.  Today in a few 
moments of quiet we lift to you those people on our 
service sheet…. And those in our hearts who need to 
feel your love. 
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer 
 
Faithful God, we pray afresh for those suffering the 
effects of Covid-19, whether that be loss of life, illness 
or loss of job.  Lord Jesus we don’t know what the 
future holds, but we know who holds the future.  Give 
us your joy and let us spread it throughout our 
community. 
 
Merciful Father: Accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 


