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Harvest Collection for the Foodbank 
“We are asking again this year for non-perishable goods for the foodbank which is finding an ever-increasing need 
for its services due to the national situation. It is sad that we are no longer able to celebrate God's bounty at this 
time of year, but we are so fortunate to be able to provide for others either through food donations or through 

online donations to Newcastle-Staffs Foodbank COVID-19 Crisis Appeal. Please do what you can.” 
Current shortages: Tinned peas and carrots, long life juice, shampoo, shower gel, tinned fruit, shaving foam and 

razors, small sugar, crisps and snacks, chocolate. With thanks, Lynne Williams 
If you have booked to come along to Harvest communions, please bring your gifts with you. 

 
This year, many people have become aware – some for the first time – of the vital role 
UK farms play in feeding our nation, while the food shortages we experienced in the 
early days of the COVID-19 lockdown reminded us how fragile the supply chain can be. 
Unable to go out, many people have been cooking and baking more than in the past, 
and some are growing fruit and vegetables at home for the first time. All of this has 

resulted in a more conscious appreciation of the food we eat and where it has come from. 
Why do we need to thank our farmers?                                                                                                                                              
This has been a difficult year for many in the farming community which is negotiating a ‘triple threat’ of challenges. 
 

• The weather. Autumn and winter flooding meant some crops sown in the autumn were washed away, and 
the planting of spring crops was delayed. A very dry spring is having lasting effects: crops have been slower 
to grow, and some farmers are already having to feed their animals as there is insufficient grazing available. 

 

• Brexit and the lack of clarity around new agricultural policy and trade deals.  
 

• The pandemic.  Migrant seasonal labour, has been curtailed by restrictions. Some farms have sought to 
increase their income by diversifying (farm shops, holiday lets etc.) but this activity has been impossible over 
the last few months.  

 
(Info from the Arthur Rank Centre, a charity, which resources, trains, and advocates for rural Christians, rural 

churches and the communities they serve.) 
 
 

On October 4th the church remembers St. Francis of Assisi, and with the celebration of his life, the 
“Season of Creation” draws to a close. 
 Pope Francis says of his namesake: “He was a mystic and a pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in 
wonderful harmony with God, with others, with nature and with himself. He shows us just how 
inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society, and 
interior peace.”  
 

 
 
 

“The Earth sustains humanity. It must not be injured; it must not be destroyed.”  
 “Every creature is a glittering, glistening mirror of divinity.”  
  “Humankind is called to co-create, so that we might cultivate the earthly, and thereby 

         create the heavenly.” 

         (St. Hildegard of Bingen, C12 Benedictine nun).  

  



 
Luke 12:16-30 
And Jesus  told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.” 
22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about 
your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: 
they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value 
are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are 
not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so 
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he 
clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 
30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them.” 

 
Additional Harvest readings: Deuteronomy 8:7-18, 2 Cor. 9:6-end 
 
All around us, we can see evidence of the changing seasons, and - because we live in, or close to, the countryside - 
we see farmers at work, bringing in the harvest. On a broader base, the end of September/beginning of October has 
always been the time for harvest festivals, in town and country alike. This year, in many ways, things are different. It 
is still important, however, to recognise our dependence on God, and also those who serve us, in the provision of 
our food. 
Three things come to mind as we do that. 
 First, come the goodness and generosity of God in providing for His people. In Deuteronomy 8, we read of the 
Israelites’ trek through the wilderness, towards the Promised Land, where everything they needed would be 
provided in abundance. 
Secondly, in Luke 12, Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool, as a warning against greed. The farmer, who has as much 
as he could possibly need in the way of crops and possessions, plans to spend his life increasing his wealth, until he 
can “eat, drink and be merry.” He ignores the fact that human life can end at any time, and he dies, having, in the 
words of Jesus, “stored up treasures for himself, but not been rich towards God.” 
 Thirdly, in 2 Corinthians 9, St. Paul writes about the need for Christians to be generous.  He says 
(using seasonal, harvest language), “He who sows sparingly, will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully, will also reap bountifully... God loves a cheerful giver.” 
We live in difficult and challenging times. Let us never forget to thank the Lord for His wonderful 
generosity to us. Let us also pray for grace to avoid greed, when so many are struggling for the bare 
necessities. Perhaps, above all, let us live lives of generosity, in both material ways, and in the other 
ways we make the love of God known to those around us.  Every blessing at harvest-time. Noreen. 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY for those in our church family going through challenging times: Fr. Paul Chavasse, Val Adams, 
Elaine Dulson, Wendy Jackson and Paul Bell, Dot Sargent, Pat Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, 
Geoff Foster, Alan & Madeline Rawlings and Margaret Bailey.  
 

 

 
This year’s Annual Parochial Council Meeting will be rather different – (and maybe slightly 
shorter!). Sadly, no cheese and wine to fortify us, but nevertheless, lots to think about and 
discuss.   
The annual meeting receives reports on changes to the electoral roll, general parish activities 
and financial matters. It also elects new members to the PCC and to deanery synod every three 

years. It will take place on Tuesday 27th October at 7pm and will be a “Zoom” meeting. If you’d like to serve on the 
PCC  in the coming year, nomination forms will be available in church from this week or alternatively, Doreen can 
email one to you.(doreenenglish57@gmail.com) 

 



Alleluia, alleluia. 
God has spoken to us through his Son, 
through whom he created the worlds. 
Alleluia. 
 
We confess our misuse of God’s creation. 
God our Father, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
We are thoughtless, 
and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 
Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
  
As we come to our time of prayer, let us pray for 
God’s continuing support in these uncertain times as 
we also give thanks for His grace in providing for our 
needs.... 
Collect: Eternal God, you crown the year with your 
goodness and you give us the fruits of the earth in 
their season: grant that we may use them to your 
glory, for the relief of those in need and for our own 
well-being; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
Prayers written by David Harman: 
 
 

God, the beginning and end of all things, in your 
providence and care you watch unceasingly over all 
creation; we offer our prayers that in us and in all 
your people your will may be done, according to your 
wise and loving purpose in Christ our Lord. 
Lord of all life: Hear our prayer. 
We pray for all through whom we receive sustenance 
and life; for farmers and agricultural workers, for shop 
and supermarkets workers and all who provide what 
we need on a daily basis; as you have so ordered our 
lives that we depend upon each other, enable us by 
your grace to seek the well-being of others before our 
own. 
Lord of all creation: Hear our prayer 
We pray for all engaged in research to safeguard 
crops against disease, and to produce abundant life 
among those who hunger. Prosper the work of their 
hands and the searching of their minds, that their 
labour may be for the welfare of all. 
Lord of all wisdom: Hear our prayer. 
We pray for governments and aid agencies, and those 
areas of the world where there is disaster, drought,  
starvation and at this time, the coronavirus. By the 
grace of your Spirit, touch our hearts and the hearts of 
all who live in comfortable plenty, and make us wise 
stewards of your gifts.                                                                                                  
Lord of all justice: Hear our prayer. 
We pray for those who are ill, remembering those in 
hospital and nursing homes and all known to us. Here 
we remember those listed in this Newsletter....    We 
pray for all who care for them. Give skill and 
understanding to all who work for their well-being.  
Lord of all compassion: Hear our prayer. 
We remember those who have died, whom we 
entrust to your eternal love in the hope of 
resurrection to new life.  
Lord of all peace: Hear our prayer. 
We offer ourselves to your service, asking that by the 
Spirit at work in us, others may receive a rich harvest 
of love and joy and peace. 
Lord of all faithfulness: Hear our prayer. 
God of grace, as you are ever at work in your creation, 
so fulfil your wise and loving purpose in us and in all 
for whom we pray, that with them and in all that you 
have made, your glory may be revealed and the whole 
earth give praise to you, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
Merciful Father                                                                                                                                                                            
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
Our Father … 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us 
always. Amen.  
 


