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OCTOBER 2020 
No.441 

Parish Contacts 

The Rural Dean         
        
Revd. Rosamund Seal   01406  424989           
                       rosamund.seal@btinternet.com   
Authorised Lay Ministers 
 
Mr. David Smith    01406 363388 
 
Deanery administrator – Caz Dennis – 01406 423460       
     EEdeanery@lincoln.anglican.org  
(Office hours Monday – Thursday 9.00-1.00) 
 For all enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings and funerals 
Churchwardens: 
 
Fleet  
 
For any enquiries contact: PCC Secretary, Gill Graper   01406 423803  
                     
Holbeach Hurn 
 
Mr. David Baker                01406 362420 
Mrs. Kay Jenkinson           01406 424428  
                                                            
Gedney   
  
Mr. William Webb   01406 363673             
Mrs. Jill Duffey    01406 365586 
 
Holbeach St. Marks    
       
Doris Johnson    01406 701250 
Nick Worth    01406 701459 
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Useful Community Contacts 

 

 

 

  
 

The Pilgrim Hospital     01205 364 801 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital    01553 613 613 

Holbeach Hospital     01406 422 283 

Johnson Community Hospital Spalding.. 01775 652 000 

Peterborough City Hospital   01733  678000 

Long Sutton Medical Centre    01406 362 081 

Boots Chemist Long Sutton    01406 362 331 

Samaritans       116 123  

National Rail Enquiries     0845 748 495 

Registrar Long Sutton     01522 782 244 

Sir John Hayes      01775 711 534 

NHS Direct       0845 46 47 

Cllr Nick Worth      07866 415688 

South Holland Parish Volunteer Car Service  

(Mon - Fri 09:00 - 12:00 / 13:00 - 16:30) Call Sharon:  

01406 366820 or 07834 634336 
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ADVERTISING EDITOR: GILL GRAPER 

m4rke44@hotmail.com 

Copy for the magazine should be with Mark 

by 18th of the previous month, marked Mid 

Elloe Magazine. 

MAGAZINE EDITOR: MARK ELSOM 

gill.graper@googlemail.com 

01406 423803 

It is hoped to produce a magazine 

each month which will go on the 

website and be emailed to as 

many people as possible.   We 

hope you will understand that in 

these difficult times it may not 

always appear at the beginning of 

a month and the content  will be 

reduced.  People who wish to 

submit items should still do so by 

18th of the previous month.  

For all enquiries about Baptisms, 

Weddings and Funerals please con-

tact the Deanery Administrator, Caz 

Dennis, on 01406 423460 (office 

hours Mon- Thurs 9.00-1.00) 

For urgent pastoral issues please 

contact the Rural Dean – Rosamund 

Seal – 01406 424989 

For all other enquiries please contact 

the churchwardens - details are in the 

Mid Elloe Community magazine. 

SEE US ON THE WEB 

The Magazine and details of services will be put on the new church website 

every month so please do check there for details of what is  going on in your 

Parish and in the Benefice. 

Fleet:          www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14562/ 

Gedney:         www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14564/ 

Holbeach Hurn:        www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14569/ 

Holbeach St Marks:  www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14564/ 
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OCTOBER SAINTS AND NOTABLE CHRISTIANS 

October is a particularly rich month in terms of Saints and other notable Christians 
that we remember and honour, from St Luke to Alfred the Great; the Apostles Simon 
and Jude, and Francis of Assisi. There are a number of Reformation martyrs such as 
Nicholas Ridley, Hugh Latimer and William Tyndale. It is difficult to choose some-
times, but here follows my selection for this month: 

9th OCTOBER: ROBERT GROSSETESTE 

He was an English statesman, scholastic philosopher, theologian, 
scientist and Bishop of Lincoln. He was born of humble parents at 
Stradbroke in Suffolk 

Educated at Oxford, where he became magister, or master, in 
1199, he then studied at Paris. He was back in England by 1215, 
where he is believed to have been at the meeting of King John 
and the barons at Runnymede, where the King accepted the 
Magna Carta. 

In February 1235, Hugh of Wells died, and the canons of Lincoln cathedral met to 
elect his successor. They soon were at a deadlock and could not reach a majority. 
Fearing that the election would be taken out of their hands, they settled on a compro-
mise candidate, Grosseteste. He was consecrated in June of that same year at Read-
ing. 

Upon his death, on 9th October, 1253, he was almost universally revered as a saint in 
England, but attempts to procure a formal canonisation failed. 

Today a University in Lincoln is suitably named after him. 

 

12th OCTOBER: ELIZABETH FRY (Page 15) 

 

19th OCTOBER: HENRY MARTYN (Page 8) 
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FLEET CHURCH NEWS 

1 . Kevin Dodd  114  £25   

2 . Wendy Goose      85  £15   

3 . Margaret Anderson 16  £5 

   

September 

50/50Club          Winners 

REROOFING UPDATE 

The Faculty has now been granted, and the final piece of the jigsaw – A Bat 

Survey from Natural England – sent to DAC and Westminster.  It is hoped 

that the work will begin very soon.  The church will remain closed until the 

work has been completed and a deep clean of the inside of the building car-

ried out. 

19th OCTOBER: HENRY MARTYN 

Henry Martyn, born in 1781. was an Anglican priest and missionary 
to the peoples of India and Persia. Born in Truro, Cornwall, he was 
educated at Truro Grammar School and St John's College, Cam-
bridge, where he won the Cambridge University annual mathemat-
ics problem solving competition.  A chance encounter with Charles 
Simeon led him to become a missionary. He was ordained a priest 
in the Church of England and became a chaplain for the British East 
India Company in 1806. 

He was also a very talented linguist and in  the six remaining years 
of his life, he translated the New Testament into Hindi and Persian, 
revised an Arabic translation of the New Testament, and translated the Psalter into Persian 
and the Prayer Book into Hindi. In 1811 he left India for Persia, hoping to do further transla-
tions and to improve his existing ones, there and in Arabia. But travel in those days was not a 
healthy occupation, and he fell ill and eventually died at Tokat on October 16, 1812.  He was 
buried by the Armenian church there, with the honours ordinarily reserved for one of their 
own bishops. His diary has been called "one of the most precious treasures of Anglican devo-
tion." 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=HENRY+MARTYN&FORM=IARRTH&ufn=Henry+Martyn&stid=55a516bc-454d-bb49-3e18-1b0bf9d9bccf&cbn=EntityAnswer&cbi=0&FORM=IARRTH
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FLEET CHURCH NEWS 

APCM 2020 

A full report on the Joint meeting held for the Benefice 

may be found elsewhere, but the details relevant to Fleet 

are as follows: 

Both Churchwardens have resigned: Peter Graper and 

Geoff De Roux No-one on the PCC at present is able or 

willing to take on this role. 

PCC Members are as follows: Sylvia Thacker, Kate 

Green, Ann Cutler, Ron Cutler, Anne Corke, Debbie 

Gilbert,  with Peter Bush remaining as Treasurer and Gill 

Graper as PCC Secretary.  

The Annual Accounts for 2019 had been audited by 

Bulley Davey and were accepted at the meeting. 

The Minutes and Annual Report for 2019 were also 

unanimously accepted at the meeting. 

We were pleased to hear that a Christmas Raffle is being 

organised by Eileen Gilliatt with proceeds going to the 

Church.   

Great concern is felt about the present situation with no 

priest in post and the Diocese saying that they are unable 

to fund a priest for the Benefice.  

Gill Graper 
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ST MARY MAGDALENE NEWS 

The Church continues to be open for private prayer twice a week, on Saturdays from 

10.00 – 12.00 and on Wednesdays from 14.00 – 16.00. The Lady Chapel is open with 

the remainder closed in order to implement the safety measures required by the 

Diocese and to comply with the Risk Assessment regulations. We are most grateful to 

Sue and David Smith for the work they are doing to ensure the Church is safe for our 

visitors. 

At the time of writing a Eucharist Service was held on Sunday 13th September. A 

Morning Prayer Service will take place on Sunday 27th September at 11.00. At present 

there will continue to be two services a month, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. The 2nd 

Sunday will be a shortened Communion Service and the 4th will be a Morning Prayer. 

The services will be at 11.00 as normal. Both services will be shorter than usual as no 

singing is allowed at present. Because the situation can change, these plans may have 

to alter if circumstances dictate otherwise. 

The services planned for October are-: 

SUNDAY 11TH OCTOBER – COMMUNION SERVICE WITH HARVEST 

CELEBRATION 11.00 

SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER – MORNING PRAYER 11.00 

SUNDAY 1ST NOVEMBER – ALL SOULS SERVICES 4.00 AND 6.00 PM. PLEASE 

SEE BELOW 

As always, the safety and well-being of everyone is our highest priority. 

William and Jill 

TABLETALK LUNCH 

Tabletalk Lunches are cancelled until further notice but we do hope you all stay safe 
and keep well. We look forward to welcoming you all back once this worrying time 
is past. Please let us know of anyone who might be feeling isolated and appreciate a 
phone call. 

You can contact us either by phone or email on-:  

Jane Webb – 01406 363673 janeandwilliamwebb@hotmail.com  

Jill Duffey – 01406 365586 jillduffey@argonet.co.uk 
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ST MARY MAGDALENE NEWS 

GEDNEY CHURCH ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH MEETING 

The Annual Parish Church Meeting took place on Wednesday 23rd 

September. The details of the joint part of the meeting can be found 

elsewhere in the magazine. The Gedney Churchwardens, Secretary, 

Treasurer and Deanery Synod representative were all re-elected. 

The other PCC members were re-elected en-bloc with the 

exception of Stephen Bainbridge who had expressed the desire to 

retire. We do thank Stephen for all his many years of faithful 

service on the PCC and we do hope he will remain our Crucifer and 

member of our congregation for many years to come. 

GEDNEY HARVEST FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS 

Obviously, things will be very different this year. Our Harvest Festival will be a 

special Communion Service at 11.00 conducted by Rev Julie Willingham. We are 

sincerely hoping that our organist, Peter Graper, will be present to play some 

suitably ‘rural’ music on our recently repaired organ. 

ALL SOULS SERVICE – SUNDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 4.00 PM AND 6.00 PM 
AT GEDNEY CHURCH 

Every year at All Souls Tide we have a service where we remember those of our loved 
ones who have gone before us. The names of all whose funerals have been held in the last 
year will be read out. There will be an opportunity to light a candle in their memory. 

Other names can be commemorated by signing the list in Church or writing the name 
clearly on a piece of paper and handing it in at the beginning of the service. 

Owing to the current restrictions on social distancing it will be necessary for those wish-
ing to attend to inform the Deanery Administrator, Caz Dennis, in advance of their inten-
tions. Two services are planned in order to accommodate the expected numbers, one at 
4pm and one at 6pm. The contact details for the Deanery Administrator are-: 

Telephone Number – 01406 423460 Monday – Thursday 09.00 – 13.00 

Email address - EEDeanery@lincoln.anglican.org 
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FLEET BAPTIST NEWS 

Mid Elloe Villager Fleet Baptist Church October 2020 

Pastor: Ross A Dean. Phone: 424556. 

‘And we know that in all things, God works for the good of those 

who love him.’ Romans 8 v.28. 

In the context of difficulties in daily living that Christian believers 

experience, the apostle Paul brings a message of hope: he seeks 

to assure us that all the circumstances of our lives, especially the 

troublesome times, are used by our Father for our ultimate good. 

Our part is to maintain, patiently, an attitude of unwavering trust 

and reliance on his love, mercy and grace. 

The chapel continues to be open for anyone for prayer and 

meditative worship each Sunday from 2.30pm. to 3.30pm. 

following government guidelines. 

All other arrangements for social contact are suspended. 

Individually of course, and as family groups, we can continue to 

pray for each other, our friends, community and nation. And the 

wider world. 

Autumn is the season when the harvest is usually celebrated with 

a thanksgiving service. As this is not possible this year, it is 

suggested that contributions be made to local foodbanks at any 

convenient reception point. This is a practical way of expressing 

our thankfulness to a real and generous God. 

If, as a reader of this magazine, you feel that we can be of help in 

any way, in the first instance please contact the Pastor. 
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ST LUKE'S NEWS 

St Luke's Church , Holbeach Hurn 

The church will sadly remain closed until further notice in 

line with government policy over the Corona virus. 

Our thoughts are with all those individuals and families 

directly affected by this virus and who have suffered the loss 

of a loved one. 

 The residents of Holbeach Hurn have shown their thanks 

and support for all NHS staff ,Carers & all other key workers 

by stepping outside every Thursday evening at 8 and 

clapping as loudly as possible. The sounds of 'Over the 

rainbow' could even be heard across the fields emanating 

from Low Road.... . 

Well done everyone and stay safe & well. Look out for 

anyone who may need a kind word or practical help. 
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MID ELLOE APCM 2020 

Normally APCMs for each Parish in the Benefice take place in April and are con-
ducted at four separate venues, but of course this year is different. The churchward-
ens and PCC members for each of the 4 churches met in Gedney Church on 
Wednesday, 23rd September. Despite Covid this was a working evening with more 
than 20 people in the church, but socially distanced and all wearing face masks. We 
were very grateful to Gedney for hosting this event, to Revd Canon Rosamund Seal 
for chairing the joint part of the meeting and to Caz Dennis for taking the Minutes. 

For the first part of the evening we went into our Parish groups to elect Church-
wardens and PCC members, followed by the usual business that needs to be con-
ducted in an APCM. Whilst Gedney has once again been able to open for two ser-
vices a month and for private prayer, Fleet, Holbeach St Marks and Holbeach Hurn 
have been closed since March and no services have taken place, so it was good to 
meet with PCC members again, even if the facts and statistics we discussed are 
causing us to painfully reflect on the present situation. 

After about 20 minutes we came together to hear about a number of very important 
issues that are affecting all our parishes – and the wider church in the Diocese and 
the country. Revd Seal asked us to consider the idea of forming a Joint PCC for the 
Benefice. There are obviously arguments both for and against such a proposal but 
at the meeting very few felt it was the right way forward at present. We have been 
encouraged to discuss this proposal as a matter of priority at our meetings and to 
think carefully about the advantages and disadvantages of such a move. 

Probably the most distressing news shared with us at the meeting was that we are 
not going to be able to interview applicants for the post of a priest for Mid Elloe. 
We knew anyway that such a post would not be a full time post, but we did have 
applicants at the beginning of March and lockdown happened just as interviews 
were to take place. The news that the Diocese has no money to pay for a priest at 
the present time stunned the PCC members and there is, as well, a sense of anger 
and shock that this is happening. 

Revd Seal explained to us how a sustainable church can be resourced – many meet-
ings have been taking place at the highest level in the Diocese. The idea is that in-
stead of having one priest responsible for a Parish or Benefice, there will be a team 
of priests who will be deployed over a much wider area, equivalent to civil bounda-
ries rather than as at a present within a Deanery. Each priest in the team would 
have a certain responsibility, depending on their strengths and expertise eg. mission 
work, children’s work, adult training etc. Any one of the team of priests might take 
services at any of the churches within their area. Working as a team the priests will 
be able to support each other and therefore support all the individual parishes more 
successfully. 
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MID ELLOE APCM 2020 

Even without Covid 19 the Church of England was facing turbulent and difficult 
times. The situation is now more urgent and all PCC members and people who care 
about their local church need to think about how best to support the changes that 
must inevitably happen for the church to survive 

ADVERTISING EDITOR REQUIRED for MAGAZINE 

Is there anyone in any of the Mid Elloe parishes who would be prepared to take on 
this role? 

 You do not have to be a church member 

 You do have to have some computer literacy skills and be able to send emails 

 The main part of the job has to be done in November, December and January 

when fees for the following year are due 

 You will be supported and helped by the current Advertising Editor, who has eve-

rything stored on computer 

 You will also liaise with Peter Bush, Treasurer for Fleet and Mark our Editor 

 You will have the satisfaction of playing a vital role in ensuring our Magazine can 

 

12th OCTOBER: ELIZABETH FRY 

Elizabeth Gurney was born in Norwich, England in 1780 to a well-off Quaker 

(Society of Friends) family. In 1800 she married Joseph Fry who was also a 

Quaker. In 1813 Elizabeth Fry made her first visit to Newgate prison where 

she observed women and children in terrible conditions. Elizabeth began 

working for the reform, campaigning for segregation of the sexes, female ma-

trons for female prisoners, education and employment (often knitting and sewing) and reli-

gious instruction. 

  

In 1817 Elizabeth Fry created the Association for the Improvement of Female Prisoners and 

along with a group of 12 other women lobbied authorities including Parliament. In the 1820s 

she inspected prison conditions, advocated reform and established more groups to campaign 

for reform. In 1823 prison reform legislation was finally introduced in Parliament.  

Whilst Elizabeth Fry is most well known for her prison reform activities, she was also in-

volved in investigating and proposing reforms in mental asylums.  She died in 1845. 
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Monday. Rehab 10.00-12.00 contact  

Jack/Rosemary on 01406 424831  

Keep fit. From 6.30 contact Karen on  07957440333  

Thursday. Keep fit 9.30-10.25 contact Karen  on 07957440333 

Rehab  1.30-3.30 contact Jack/Rosemary  on 01406 424831 

Friday. M&A Auction. Viewing from 4.00 

Auction starts at 6.00 contact Annette/Michelle  on 01406 371024 or  

07936109884. 

Any other questions please e mail me. 

Regards Chris  

GEDNEY VICTORY HALL 
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Adaptable Counselling 

07904 075063 

adaptablecounselling@gmail.com 

ABOUT US 

As the name suggests this is counselling but adaptable to suit your individual needs. It is suita-

ble for all ages, one on one, couples, families and is held in a calm and safe environment. You 

can make an appointment at a time to suit you, to fit in around work and family commitments 

as evening and weekend appointments are also available. For anyone who is unable to travel 

to an appointment I also offer a telephone, on line and video calling service. Hourly sessions 

include CBT by a fully qualified counsellor. DBS checked and registered with Lincolnshire 

County Council as undergone an Enhanced Disclosure & Barring Service check. Fully Insured. 

HELP WITH 

Adaptable Counselling is your gateway to finding help for anxiety, stress, depression, panic 

attacks, addictions, phobias, post traumatic stress, bereavement, anger management, eating 

disorders and anything else you may feel you need to talk about and need help with. 

CBT actually stands for Cognetive Behaviourial Therapy. By using this method you are able to 

learn new ways of thinking and seeing things from another perspective. Once this has been 

learnt you can use it in all aspects of your life and can open up so many more options for lead-

ing a more positive life. I am also able to show you various coping strategies that you can use 

between sessions and once learnt can use them any time a situation may call for them. The 

first and most important are breathing exercises that can be used anywhere and under any 

circumstances, such as panic attacks, phobias, anger management and many more, the aim 

being to slow down your breathing which in turn will relax and calm your body and mind. 

There are practical strategies too that I can show you or explain such as fidget cubes, colour 

therapy and mindfulness. A healthy diet, exercise and regular sleep patterns are also things 

we will work on. 

You can also find us on Face Book using the following link: 

https://www.facebook.com/Adaptable-Counselling-2200760803290657/ 

mailto:adaptablecounselling@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Adaptable-Counselling-2200760803290657/
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GEDNEY VICTORY HALL   

     

EXCELLENT VENUE FOR - 

Wedding receptions,  

Parties,  

Meetings, Clubs etc. 

 

For more information 

 

Phone: Chris Pearson on 

07715872464 

(located just off the A17 
Gedney roundabout )               
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SIMON’S ROOFING 

Roofing Contractor 

~~~ 

Phone 01406 490262 / 07742 173058 

Email:  

simonsroofing123@gmail.com 

   Over 30 years experience 

All types of Roofing work  

undertaken 

Specialist in Flat Roofing and Lead 

Work 

Will cover all areas of South  

Lincolnshire 

All work fully guaranteed 

Very Competitive Prices 

Please call for a no-obligation quote! 
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We are local, accessible and experienced providers of legal services    in-

cluding: - 

  

Buying and selling property 

                 Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Estate administration 

Divorce and family problems 

Employment advice 

Disputes 

Commercial Law 

  

Find us at: 

  

10 Spalding Road, Holbeach PE12 7LP Tel: 01406 422651 

and 

30 Market Place, Long Sutton PE12 9JH Tel: 01406 363212 

  

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority number 

(SRA Number 52592) 
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What we offer: 

Hot tubs    Pool & Spa chemicals  

Swim spas   Saunas 

Swimming Pool Builds Equipment & Accessories 

Swimming Pool sales  Servicing & Repairs 

 

Showroom open 7 days a week! Call today to  

discuss your requirements 01406 424504 

 

TEST OUR HOT TUBS TODAY! 

   

 DAVID OSBORNE  
Our reputation is built on customer recommendations. 

BATHROOMS  KITCHENS 

PLUMBING  TILING 

INSTALLATIONS FOR  

THE DISABLED 

 

01406 423715 

 

07715 084249 
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Charity No. 1068857 

PRELOVED FURNITURE UNITS 

Please donate your unwanted furniture to help local elderly                                                                  

Unit 6 Flaxmill building 

Flaxmill Lane 

Pinchbeck 

PE11 3XN 

Unit 33 

Fleet Road Ind. Estate 

Holbeach 

PE12 8LA 

• Prompt free Local Pickup & Delivery 

• OPEN MON TO FRI  9.30 to 3.30 

• www.themeadowsspalding.co.uk 

• Everyone welcome 

 

http://www.themeadowsspalding.co.uk
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         South Lincolnshire 

Registered Charity             Blind Society 

 Number 1182486 

 

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN TO END LONELINESS  

AND SOCAL ISOLATION 

South Lincolnshire Blind Society provides support and advice to help 

visually impaired people, improving their independence and increas-

ing their quality of life. 

We have people living with sight loss who have been waiting for 

6 months or more in your area!! 

Do you have a few hours to spare and enjoy making new 

friends?? 

Why not become a Volunteer?? 

We are looking for Volunteers to join our Home Befriending service 

within the Spalding area.  If you are friendly, outgoing, have a good 

listening ear and a bit of time to spare then please call us today… 

Together we can end Loneliness. 

Call:  01476 592775  

or e-mail:  slbs@blind-society.org.uk 

 visit our website:   www.blind-society.org.uk 

Open Tuesday 

to Friday 9am – 

5pm 
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Counselling in  

Holbeach 

Natalie Blanchflower 

Integrative Christian counsellor  

working with a range of issues:      

depression, anxiety, low self-esteem, 

loss, trauma, relationships difficulties 

etc.  

Contact me via email for more        

information:                                        

natalieblanchflower@gmail.com 

Defibrillators in Fleet & 

Gedney 

There are now two defibrillators in 

Fleet.  

The first is on the outside of the Rose 

and Crown, Fleet Hargate, and the sec-

ond is at the Branches Lane side of the 

Fleet Road Garage. 

A defibrillator now exists outside Victo-

ry Hall, Gedney. 

They also exist at the Co-Op food stores 

of Holbeach, 

Long Sutton and Sutton Bridge. 
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Secker Welding - Holbeach 

Domestic Oil-Fired Boiler Servicing and Repair 

 

Local engineer with 35 years of experience providing efficient and friendly 

service at extremely competitive prices. 

 

 

 

Call Linden on 

07811 919 596 or 01406 423424 



33 

APPLIANCES REPAIRED IN CUSTOMERS 

HOMES 
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