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Welcome to our worship today. We are really pleased that Julian Bryant is 

leading us today as we gather in our homes to celebrate God's goodness, sing 

God's praise, and pray together. 

 

Our gathering song (O praise the name written by Dean Ussher, Marty Sampson, 

Benjamin Hastings) 

 

I cast my mind to Calvary 

Where Jesus bled and died for me 

I see His wounds, His hands, His feet 

My Saviour on that cursed tree 

 

His body bound and drenched in tears 

They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone 

Messiah still and all alone 

 

O praise the name of the Lord our God 

O praise His name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 

 

And then on the third at break of dawn 

The Son of heaven rose again 

O trampled death where is your sting? 

The angels roar for Christ the King 

 

O praise the name of the Lord our God 

O praise His name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 

 

He shall return in robes of white 

The blazing sun shall pierce the night 



And I will rise among the saints 

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face 

 

O praise the name of the Lord our God 

O praise His name forever more 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 

(c Hillsong Worship) 

 

 

Welcome and prayer 

 

We lift up our souls to you, Holy God. 

We trust the Lord with our past, present, and future. 

Teach us, Lord, that we may know your ways. 

Guide our every move, Holy One,  

that we may walk in your paths of love and mercy. 

Let us worship the One who leads us in what is right. 

Together, let us worship God! 

 

 ~ written by Amy Loving, and posted on The Worship Closet: The Place for 

Creative Worship Ideas.http://worshipcloset.com/baptism-of-the-lord-sunday-

year-b-words-for-worship/ 

 

 

Song (written by Bianco da Siena; Translator: Richard Frederick Littledale) 

 

Come down, O love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

O let it freely burn, til earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

And let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

Let holy charity mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 

True lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part, 

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 



For none can guess its grace, till they become the place 

where-in the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling. 

 

Our scripture reading this week is from Matthew's gospel chapter 21:23-32. 

 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing 

these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24 Jesus said to them, ‘I will also 

ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 

authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or 

was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From 

heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” 26 But if we say, 

“Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 

27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will 

I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

 

28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, 

go and work in the vineyard today.” 29 He answered, “I will not”; but later he 

changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the 

same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did 

the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the 

tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 

you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 

believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 

after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 

 

Take some time to reflect on the words of Jesus. What does this passage show 

you about God's love and the way of the God's kingdom. Is there anything in 

this passage that surprises you or makes you question anything. Listen for the 

Word of God. 

 

You may like to read the thought in the St Ed’s newssheet or on the St Peter’s 

webpage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Let us pray. 

 

O God. 

I cannot undo the past, 

Or make it never have happened. 

Neither can you. There are some things 

that are not possible even for You. 

But not many. 

 

I ask You, 

humbly 

and from the bottom of my heart: 

Please God, 

would You write straight  

with my crooked lines? 

Out of the serious mistakes in my life 

will you write something beautiful for You? 

 

Teach me to live at peace with You, 

to make peace with others 

and even with myself. 

 

Give me fresh vision. Let me  

experience your love so deeply 

that I am free to 

face the future with a steady eye, 

forgiven, 

and strong in hope. 

 

(A prayer in brokenness, Northumbria Community) 

 

As we look back over this week, let's take a few moments to pause and reflect 

on all that has happened in our own lives and in our country and indeed 

throughout the world.  

 

Lord of creation, 

whose glory is around us and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence  

and know your peace at our lives end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 



The Lord's Prayer 

 

Song (written by Darlene Zschech) 

 

My Jesus, My Saviour 

Lord there is none like You 

All of my days, I want to praise 

The wonders of Your mighty love 

My Comfort, My Shelter 

Tower of refuge and strength 

Let every breath, all that I am 

Never cease to worship You. 

 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing.  

Power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

At the sound of Your name 

I sing for joy at the work of Your hands 

Forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 

 

Prayer (Imogen): 

  

Lord Jesus please be our friend 

When we are weak, give us strength 

When we are lonely, speak to us 

When we are sad, comfort us. 

What we are happy, be happy too. 

You are our guide and you care for us. 

Our shepherd and shield. 

Knowing that you walk with us, is amazing. 

Amen 

 

Our Prayer of Blessing based on Colossians 1:1-9. 

 

Gracious God, 

we pray that you would give us, your children, 

hearts and minds in tune with Your will.  

May we grow in spiritual wisdom, 

and in an understanding of how you are at work in our lives. 

May our words and actions bring honour to your Name, 

and may our lives reflect your glory and grace to everyone we meet. 

And may God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer bless us and keep us this day 

and everyday. Amen. 


