
Team Rector’s Report on 2019 for APCMs in 2020 

As I look back at my diary I can see that in 2019 I was kept 

fairly busy with the regular features of pastoral visiting, 

Sunday and midweek services, writing sermons and the 

Rector’s letter for the magazines, school assemblies, 

preparation for baptisms, weddings and funerals, PCC 

meetings, Team council meetings, School governing body 

meetings and subcommittee meetings, Eccles Festival 

planning meetings, Town Team meetings, Clergy chapter 

meetings, Monton Village Community Association meetings, and even an Ellesmere Park Residents’ 

Association meeting! 

In the midst of all this there were a few activities and events which 

deserve a special mention. I am a firm believer in the value of 

fellowship with other believers. We are called into community and 

coming together to eat helps us to connect and deepen our 

friendships. During 2019 I attended a number of men’s breakfasts at 

the Jolly Carter and gathered a group of men for curry nights at the Naz 

in Monton. In January I invited about 25 people to attend a Burns night 

at the vicarage to enjoy cock-a-leekie soup, haggis, neeps and tatties, Cranachan and Scotch whisky. 

On Shrove Tuesday  the children of the church came to the vicarage for a pancake party. The 

savoury pancakes were a big hit! In October we enjoyed an Italian night organised by Michele and 

John Evans. 

From the beginning of March Thursday evenings saw the vicarage filled 

with people attending the Team Alpha. We started with a meal at 

6.30pm and then crowded into the living room to watch one of the 

Alpha films before splitting into two groups for discussion. A number of 

participants went on to be confirmed, or to renew their confirmation 

vows on 7th July at St Paul’s Monton. Some of the Alpha guests then 

became a Life Group that continued to meet on Thursday evenings. This 

group hosted the Autumn Alpha. We all ate together then the Alpha 

guests watched the film in the living room while the Life Group did some bible study in the dining 

room. It was a great way to ensure that people were 

continuing to grow as disciples of Jesus. 

We continued to work closely with our friends at 

Monton Methodist  Church to offer Experience Easter, 

Experience Church, Experience Harvest and Experience 

Christmas to children from Monton Green Primary. At 

Eccles Parish Church we were able to welcome children 

from Clarendon Road Primary to Experience Easter. The 

picture on the right shows some children at the “Garden 

of Gethsemene” hearing how Jesus had to pray alone because his disciples were tired. 



Another joint venture that proved very popular was to set 

up a nativity stable scene at the Monton Village Christmas 

Event. We took costumes from St Paul’s and invited people 

to dress up as characters from the Christmas Story. Mel and 

Joel are featured in this picture. More views can be found 

on the church Facebook page. 

An encouraging development in 2019 was the re-opening of 

the Community Café in April. Tracy Johnson and Yvonne 

Yates decided it could open every other week on a 

Saturday. A number of other volunteers were recruited and 

Tracy donated chair covers to enhance the appearance of 

the Bridgwater Room. Banners were commissioned and it 

was proving quite popular until the heating broke down in 

the middle of the Autumn!  

In the Summer we obtained a grant from a Diocesan charity to fund the opening of a “Place of 

Welcome” so from August onwards we started opening our doors on a Thursday morning, offering 

a free hot drink and biscuit to anyone who came in. Around this time we discovered that the 

“Twiddleknits” group needed somewhere to meet, so they have been coming on Thursday 

mornings to socialize and make “Twiddlemuffs” for people with dementia. Through my contacts 

with the Rotary we were approached to make the afternoons a drop-in time for people with 

dementia and their carers. We look forward to the end of Covid-19 restrictions so these activities 

can resume. 

Throughout 2019 I have been working with outside agencies and people interested in the history of 

the church to develop our heritage interpretation and to solve the problem of the subsidence in the 

chancel. In January 2019 we brought in workmen to lift the stone steps of the chancel to investigate 

beneath. We found that there was a void of approximately 150mm immediately beneath the tiles 



of the sanctuary, so for safety reasons we have had to stop using the sanctuary until the repairs can 

take place. This picture shows the void. 

 

The structural surveyor drew up a series of further work including a level survey, a stringline and 

boreholes to establish the cause and extent of the problem. To date we have spent £5,000 on 

investigations. The recommended solution is to inject a polymer grouting to stabilize the floor, 

however the full extent of the voids is still unclear so we now need a Ground Penetrating Radar 

survey and further work by the structural engineer at a cost of around £6,000 in order to progress 

to a stage where we can begin to know the cost of the repair. 

In the early part of 2019 we invited the Diocesan 

Heritage Advisor to visit the church. This helped us 

to clarify that the best chance we have of obtaining 

funding for these repairs (likely to be around 

£50,000) is from the National Lottery Heritage 

Fund. Their criteria require that in addition to 

money for repairs they want to see plans for increasing the “heritage interpretation.” We held a 

Stakeholder Consultation with cheese and wine funded with the help of Morrisons drawing 

together people from the local council, town team, Eccles and District History Society, For Housing, 

Rotary etc.  

Another positive event in 2019 was the 

arrival of the Taylor Review Pilot 

Scheme which enabled Eccles Parish 

Church to make repairs to the cast iron 

downspouts. The total project cost was around £10,000 plus VAT, but the cost to the church was 

less than £1,500 due to the grants that were available from Historic England.  

In October heavy rain caused the boiler room to flood at Eccles Parish church 

when the sump pump failed. Attempts to repair the boiler failed and we were 

facing a bill of around £20,000 to replace it. In the end we were fortunate that 

British gas came in with a quote for £15,000 and our insurance company agreed 

to pay for it! It was installed just in time for Christmas. 



A sad feature of 2019  was the death of some of our church members. In June Nora Kelso died 

suddenly, and in July Barbara Wood passed away. Betty Briggs died in August and Alan Cartright in 

December. They will all be greatly missed. 

One of the frustrating aspects of my work is that we had had a 

number of vacancies for key roles in the church. At St Paul’s Monton, 

Tony Wood stepped down from being PCC Secretary at the APCM 

and we have only had one churchwarden all year. I am grateful to all 

the assistant wardens and others who have helped in various ways to 

keep things running. At Eccles Parish Church our PCC Secretary, Alex 

Johnson moved away to Yorkshire in the Autumn and our Treasurer 

of many years Norman Hurt stepped down in the summer. We still 

do not have a Gift Aid Secretary either so I am having to do these 

three jobs as well as everything else. I am grateful to Sheila Peake 

who takes the minutes at PCC and Team Council meetings.  

I would also like to express my appreciation to everyone who participates in the life and ministry of 

the churches, whether by financial contributions or by the giving of time and energy. We are all 

workers in God’s vineyard. I pray that we will all feel joy at being part of “the family business”. 

Looking ahead, who knows? The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the landscape of church life 

almost beyond recognition. With hospitality being at the 

heart of our outreach it is hard to see how we might grow 

the church at this time. Online services on Youtube have 

been one way of bringing worship into people’s homes, 

and Life Group has managed to meet via Zoom. Let’s pray 

that a vaccine can be made available soon so we can 

safely meet up with our families and friends once more. 

 

Ross Garner 

18th September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


