
After many months of waiting it is an immense joy to know that we will once again 

hold services of public worship in the church buildings in our benefice. The church 

wardens and I have taken all possible steps to minimise risks of spreading Covid 19 

and have carried out detailed Risk Assessments in line with current government 

guidance and the Church of England's advice. I perfectly understand however if you 

choose not to attend services in a church building at this time, it is a decision we all 

need to make for ourselves and feel comfortable with. Some people have already 

indicated that for the moment they prefer to worship via Zoom and these services will 

continue at 10:30 each Sunday.. 

 If you do choose to attend a 9.30 service at St Anne’s it’s important to note that the 

church will look and feel very different. This letter sets out how we plan to operate 

and what will be required of you. As you are no doubt aware the advice and 

guidance is changing as we all understand better how to protect ourselves and the 

steps we need to take. We will adopt any further changes as they are published. 

Prior to Sunday morning, when the church will have been open for private prayer on 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, all the pews will have been quarantined for over 72 

hours and all relevant surfaces will have been disinfected. The toilet will be available. 

Our worship times together are both spiritual and social occasions. It is however 

going to be difficult to have much social contact. It will be quite different: 

• We will be wearing face masks. 

• This will be a short service with no sermon and we won't be able to sing. 

• We will have the windows open to aid ventilation (please dress warmly!) 

• We will only use alternate pews and kneelers will be placed on the seats to 
indicate those pews which are not in use.  

• You will be allocated a place to sit. 

• We will not be able to share the Peace.   

• Currently we will not be serving coffee afterwards.  

• Although we won’t be singing there will be music and prayer.  
 

Notwithstanding the restrictions, God will be with us and it is to Him that we have 

come together to worship. 

This is how we see Sunday morning worship operating:- 

• On arrival please maintain social distancing of 2m whilst entering the church. 
The doors will be open already and you will be greeted by a Steward/Church 
Warden. Please do not touch the door handles or other surfaces as you enter; 

• Please put on your face mask 

• The Steward will take a note of your name (kept for 21 days to assist in track 
and trace) and explain to you how the one way system operates and you will 
be asked to sanitise your hands 

• Please indicate on arrival if you are unable or not intending to go up for 
communion. 

• You will then go through the Narthex/coffee area (please do not linger and 
chat here) and enter down the central aisle where you will be met by another 
Steward/Churchwarden who will indicate where you are to sit.  



• Pews will be filled from the front first and places allocated on a first come first 
served basis (anyone not intending to go up for communion may be seated 
separately so that the risk of congestion in the pews is avoided). 

• We need to ensure 2m social distancing at all times so please sit only in the 
place assigned to you. Please stay in that pew. By all means chat to the 
people around you but please keep 2m distance at all times. 

• Family groups are very welcome and should keep together 

• Prepare yourself for worship in quiet prayer 

• The service will be followed from the service sheet. 

• At the end of the service and after a pause for you to reflect and pray, please 
leave when asked by the churchwarden observing the one way system and 
taking your service sheet with you 

• The aisles on the North side of church (opposite wall to the main door) will 
leave via the central aisle and the north side aisles and the West door. 

• The aisles on the south side of church will leave via the south side aisle and 
the main door. 

• Please do not linger in the aisles or Narthex and maintain 2m social 
distancing at all times. 

 
Additional steps for Communion 

• Only bread can be distributed 

• Each communicant will fully extend their hands to receive Holy Communion, 
with face covering in place. They should then move to the side, lower or 
unloop the face covering, consume the consecrated bread, and then replace 
the face covering before moving back to their place in the congregation. 

• No words will be spoken by either the celebrant or communicant during 
distribution. 

• The cup is taken by the celebrant on behalf of us all 

• Stewards/wardens will supervise the flow of people from pews into the central 
aisle maintaining 2m social distancing 

• After receiving the bread, communicants will walk round to the side aisles and 
back to their pews 

 

After the service the Church Wardens and I will review the service and see if any 

changes need to be made. Your feedback will be invaluable to help us plan for future 

services so please do email or call myself, Paul Warnett or Lynne Fox. 

We look forward to worshipping again at St Anne’s whilst remembering that God is 

with us wherever we worship. 

Every blessing 

Rev Megan 

 


