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Parish Communion 27th September 2020 Trinity 16 

¶ The Gathering  
 
The Greeting and Welcome 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Hymn 

 

         Glorious things of thee are spoken 
 
1 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
 Zion, city of our God; 
 he whose word cannot be broken 
 formed thee for his own abode. 
 On the Rock of Ages founded, 
 what can shake thy sure repose? 
 With salvation's walls surrounded, 
 thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 
 
2 See, the streams of living waters, 
 springing from eternal love, 
 well supply thy sons and daughters, 
 and all fear of want remove. 
 Who can faint while such a river 
 ever flows their thirst to assuage- 
 grace which, like the Lord the giver, 
 never fails from age to age? 
 
3 Saviour, if of Zion's city 
 I through grace a member am, 
 let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in thy name. 
 Fading is the worldling's pleasure. 
 all his boasted pomp and show; 
 solid joys and lasting treasure 
 none but Zion's children know. 
 
 
John Newton (1725-1807)  
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                                                               Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of  
your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify  
your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, 
in the misuse of God’s creation. 
 
God our Father, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 
We are thoughtless, 
and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
as if there were no God and no heaven. 
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Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 

 
 
The president proclaims the Absolution. 
May God our Father forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to the fellowship of his table 
with his saints for ever.   
Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  
  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
Almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away our sin: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
the Most High Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Collect  
 
Lord of creation, 
whose glory is around and within us: 
open our eyes to your wonders, 
that we may serve you with reverence 
and know your peace at our lives’ end, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 
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¶ The Liturgy of the Word 

Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 
people to drink. The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ 
Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ But the 
people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, 
‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some 
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’ 

Philippians 2: 1-13 

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be 
in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess 
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   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  

Shining as Lights in the World 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure. 

At the end the reader says 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Hymn 
 
God is here! As we his people 
 
1 God is here! As we his people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of his Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 
2 Here are symbols to remind us  
 of our lifelong need of grace;  
 here are table, font and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place.  
 Here in honesty of preaching,  
 here in silence, as in speech,  
 here, in newness and renewal,  
 God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
3 Here our children find a welcome  
 in the Shepherd's flock and fold,  
 here as bread and wine are taken,  
 Christ sustains us as of old.  
 Here the servants of the Servant  
 seek in worship to explore  
 what it means in daily living  
 to believe and to adore. 
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4 Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom, 
 in an age of change and doubt,  
 keep us faithful to the gospel,  
 help us work your purpose out.  
 Here, in this day's dedication,  
 all we have to give, receive:  
 we, who cannot live without you,  
 we adore you! We believe! 
 
Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
© 1979 Stainer & Bell Ltd  

 
Gospel Reading 
 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Matthew 21:23-32 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who 
gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell 
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with 
one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe 
him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as 
a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will 
I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and 
went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but 
he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said 
to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 

Sermon 
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Creed  
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Amen. 
 

Intercessions 

Intercessions are offered 
¶ for the day and its tasks 
¶ for the world and its needs 
¶ for the Church and her life 

¶ The people of God, that they may proclaim the risen Lord 
¶ God’s creation, that the peoples of the earth may meet their responsibility to care 
¶ Those in despair and darkness, that they may find the hope and light of Christ 
¶ Those in fear of death, that they may find faith through the resurrection 
¶ Prisoners and captives 

The prayers end with… 
Merciful Father 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

¶ The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn 
 
Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 
1  Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 

first-begotten from the dead, 
Thou alone, our strong defender, 
liftest up Thy people's head. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Jesu, true and living bread. 

 
2  Here our humblest homage pay we, 
 here in loving reverence bow; 
 here for faith’s discernment prayer we, 
 lest we fail to know thee now. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 thou art here, we ask now how. 
 
3  Though the lowliest form doth veil thee 
 as of old in Bethlehem, 
 here as there thine angels hail thee, 
 branch and flower of Jesse’s stem. 
 Alleluia, alleluia,  
 we in worship join with them. 
 
4 Paschal Lamb, thine offering finished 

once for all when thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall for evermore remain. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
cleansing souls from every stain. 

 
5  Life-imparting heavenly manna, 

stricken rock, with streaming side, 
heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
worship thee, the Lamb who died. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
risen, ascended, glorified! 

 
 
 
George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925)  
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God,  
our light and our salvation,  
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
 
From the beginning you have created all things 
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 
In the fullness of time you made us in your image,  
the crown of all creation. 
 
You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels 
and all the powers of heaven 
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  
born of Mary, to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
 
He offered his life for sinners,  
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 
On the night before he died, 
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he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of our faith 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 
Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. 
Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in peace 
 
Bring us at the last with all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty,  
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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We sit or kneel as we continue in prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against    us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
We proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy,  
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Please come to the Chancel steps to receive the bread. Please follow the instructions of the 
Stewards. We ask you to form and orderly and socially distanced queue up the centre of 
the Nave and return to your seats using the side aisles. 
 
Please extend your hand to receive Holy Communion, with face covering in place. Then lower 
or unloop the face covering, consume the consecrated bread, and then replace the face 
covering before moving back to your seat.  
 
Only the bread will be administered and then into your hand with care being taken not to 
touch your hands. If this does happen, both the person distributing and the communicant 
should sanitise their hands immediately. 
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Post Communion  
Almighty God, 
you have taught us through your Son 
that love is the fulfilling of the law; 
grant that we may love you with our whole heart 
and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood  
of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you  
our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 
 

¶ The Sending Out 
 

Hymn 
 
All praise to Christ, our Lord and King divine 
 
1 All praise to Christ, our Lord and king divine, 
 yielding your glory in your love's design, 
 that in our darkened hearts your grace might shine: 
 Alleluia! 
 
2 You came to us in lowliness of thought; 
 by you the outcast and the poor were sought; 
 and by your death was our redemption bought: 
 Alleluia! 
 
3 The mind of Christ is as our minds should be: 
 he was a servant that we might be free, 
 humbling himself to death on Calvary: 
 Alleluia! 
 
4 Let every tongue confess with one accord, 
 in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 and God the Father be by all adored: 
 Alleluia! 
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Francis Bland Tucker (1895-1984) 
based on Philippians 2.5-11 
© Church Publishing Inc  
 
Blessing. 
May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the source of all goodness and growth, 
pour his blessing upon all things created, 
and upon you his children, 
that you may use his gifts to his glory and the welfare of all peoples; 
and the blessing … 
 
Community news is shared. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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