
         St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
        Sunday, September 13th, 2020 

ePEWS NEWS 

SUNDAY 10am: HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 
AT ST PETER’S CHURCH, HASCOMBE 
     
      

OT: Exodus 14: 19- end 
NT: Romans 14: 1-12 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18: 21-35 

Collect for 14th Sunday after Trinity: Almighty God, 
whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way 
into your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast 
wills to worship you in spirit and truth; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen 

CARRY ON WORSHIPPING, IT’S BUSINESS AS 
USUAL FOR CHURCHES IN ENGLAND 

The Prime Minister’s Covid-19 announcement of  
fresh restrictions on people meeting socially 
provoked inevitable and immediate concerns among 
church-goers. 

Would the government’s new “rule of  six” semi-
lockdown put an end to us meeting for church 
services even with social distancing and strict 
church cleaning rules in place? 

It took a few hours to finalise the Church of  
England’s position. But it was made clear that we 
can carry on regardless of  the new rules. 

A spokesman for the Diocese of  Guildford said: 
“After contact with government we hear that there is 
no change to guidance on places of  worship. 
Worship is the work of  God - not a social gathering - 
and gives the strength to love and serve.” 

HANDY ANDY’S GOING UP IN THE WORLD AND 
THANKFULLY  HAS A HEAD FOR HEIGHTS 

We have gradually been updating the lighting within the 
church. Andy Lowing (above), an electrician from 
Chiddingfold, has undertaken the work.  

The Lady Chapel now has a passive infrared sensor and 
LED lighting installed, this means a light does not have 
to be left on permanently during the day.  

The choir lighting has also been changed to LED lights. 
This type of lighting is far more efficient and less 
expensive in the long term. 

John Richardson assisted Andy with scaffolding, which 
had to be carefully erected over pews and organ, as well 
as protecting the ledger stone. 
  



REVEREND IAN 
MASLIN’S  
REFLECTIONS ON  
THE GOSPEL 
READING 

Forgiveness is important, not just for the perpetrator, but for 
the victim, helping them to break away from the anger and 
bitterness which could freeze them in the past and destroy their 
hope in the future.

Today’s gospel reading is about forgiveness and shows how 
important it is for Christians to practice it. And Jesus is teaching 
His disciples about unlimited forgiveness; Jesus explains in the 
parable. The servant who owed 10 thousand talents was probably a 
high official responsible for delivering the taxes from the province 
that he oversaw.

Yet when the servant begged to be given more time, the king was 
compassionate and went beyond his request, forgiving him the 
entire debt. The king expected his generosity to affect the man’s 
behaviour towards others, but instead the servant found someone 
who owed him three month’s wages; a tiny amount compared to 
the servant’s own debt and demanded payment.

The key to this parable lies in the king’s furious words,
“Should you not have had mercy upon your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?”

If we truly understand how immeasurable a debt God has forgiven 
us, we will forgive others the comparably much smaller sins they 
commit against us. There are some common misunderstandings 
about what forgiveness means in practice which are worth refuting.

The first misunderstanding; To forgive you must always forget:
This is not always realistic when serious crimes have been 
committed. Forgiveness does not necessarily involve forgetting but 
it does affect how we take those memories into the future, 
preventing them consuming us with hatred and vindictiveness.

Our second misunderstanding; Forgiveness always brings 
reconciliation: Whilst that is often so, there are times when 
reconciliation simply isn’t a safe or sensible option, as might be the 
case in abusive relationships, for instance.

Another misunderstanding is that forgiveness involves denying that 
our hurt matters: We can think that forgiveness involves playing 
down the significance of what has happened to us.
But if forgiveness is to be true and lasting it must involve 
confronting sin and being honest about our pain.

Forgiveness is often a gradual process, one which takes time and 
for which we may need the help of others. To rush through it by 
sweeping pain under the carpet can be dangerous.
By asking us to forgive, God isn’t overlooking the seriousness of 
sin but asking us to leave any retribution to him.

We can’t help how we feel, but we can help how we act. 
Sometimes we may think that forgiveness is primarily about our 
feelings. But actually, forgiveness is an act of will, a choice which 
affects how we behave.

We may well struggle with negative feelings, even after forgiving 
someone, but God is concerned with our willingness to try, not our 
instant success, and He will be there to help us.

For Jesus, forgiveness and our participation in it, are fundamental 
signs of the kingdom of God.

By practicing forgiveness, we show that we fully comprehend how 
much God has loved and forgiven us; and through it, by practicing 
forgiveness, we can know the joy of working with Him to pass on 
the grace that we ourselves have experienced.

Amen

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: Please pray for those churches currently 
trying to come to terms with guidelines that can affect 
the meetings of their uniformed organisations and 
youth clubs. 

WORLD: We pray that a second wave of coronavirus 
will not cause widespread suffering and that 
people will respect the new government 
guidelines. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Sandra Baxter-Brown, 
Barbara Crabb, Doreen Nunney,  Sally Rivett, 

             Jacky  Williams, Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis 
Evans, Peter Hutley, Sally Davis,  

 Lorna Thompson, Paul Wiltshire,  
 Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

THE DEPARTED: Des Crabb 

LOVE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE 

We have been inundated with positive messages in 
the wake of  last Sunday’s Pet Service on the 
Common, outside the Sun Inn. 

It was the perfect connection that Reverend Ian 
Maslin and his wife Susie wanted to make with the 
villagers of  Dunsfold. And it was marvellous to see 
so many people turn out to support the event and the 
Teddy Bears’ picnic that followed it. 

Thank you to everyone who made it such a special 
event. We’ve certainly set a lofty standard to match 
or better next year. 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH COMMUNITY 
The lockdown rules have changed again. We are well aware that some 
people will need enhanced support over the coming weeks. And there 
are others who are fearful of venturing too far from home. 

If you need help, feel lonely or afraid please call any of the people listed 
here for help. You may be at home but you are never alone within the 
Dunsfold Church Community. 

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
David Walker Churchwarden 201140 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com
mailto:sheilajones4@btinternet.com
mailto:davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk


 




