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      ePEWS NEWS 

       SUNDAY: PET SERVICE  

                 & TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC 

     
       10 am  OUTSIDE THE SUN INN, DUNSFOLD 
 

THIS SUNDAY  WE WILL NOT BE USING  
THE LECTIONARY READINGS. 

READINGS FOR THE PET SERVICE: 

OT: Genesis 1: 24-31 
NT: Corinthians 12: 12-31 

WHAT MORE COULD A COOL CAT ASK 
FOR? FROM A WARM, COMFY CHAIR TO 
BEING A STAR ACT ON THE COMMON 

Much OF our ePews News edition is devoted to Sunday’s 
Pet Service and the Teddy Bears’ Picnic on the Common. 

Rest assured, we have recognised the need for vigilance in 
how we stage the open air service and have followed the 
Church of  England and government’s Covid-19 advice 
regarding risk assessment to ensure  the safety of  those 
who attend the event. 

You will still need to observe social distancing and remain 
in your home or family bubble. And if  you’re staying for the 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic it’s important you bring your own food 
and stay in your own bubbles rather than creating a bigger 
friends and families social group. 

We’re sure after so many months these things will be 
second nature to you now but please make sure nobody 
can take offence or see fault in our best endeavours. We 
have had some wonderful pet services in the past. Giving 
thanks for our pets this year after the challenges of  
coronavirus seems particularly appropriate. 

Above you can see a photograph of  a Dunsfold feline 
resident that caught our eye. In many respects he sums up 
the Pet Service day. A handsome cat relaxes on his 
favourite chair in his Dunsfold home with a teddy bear for 
companionship.  

In recent weeks we’ve used some of  the photos you’ve sent 
us and you’ll see there are more today. We have 
deliberately chosen not  to identify who the animals belong 
to or their names. It’s sad to report that security of  animals 
and their owners can be compromised these days. We 
hope you’ll understand. 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH COMMUNITY 

The lockdown may have eased but we are well aware that some people 
still need to remain in voluntary isolation because of medical issues. And 
there are others who are fearful of venturing too far from home. 

If you need help, feel lonely or afraid please call any of the people listed 
here for help. You may be at home but you are never alone within the 
Dunsfold Church Community. 

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
David Walker Churchwarden 201140 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk 
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM 
REVEREND IAN MASLIN FOR  
PET SERVICE SUNDAY 

When Church is at its best, it shows that people are 
accepted for who they are. 

Jesus always saw more than meets the eye, and always 
brought out the best in people, and even if the best didn’t 
seem particularly good, Jesus found a way to use 
imperfection to bring something beautiful into the world.

That’s the gospel according to Winnie the Pooh, as well; the 
realm of stuffed animals coming to life through the spirit of 
A.A. Milne’s, Christopher Robin.

Take Eeyore, he’s always dour and ready to look for the dark 
cloud on any sunny day, and yet he still gets invited to 
participate in adventures with all of his friends. And they 
never expect him to pretend to feel happy, they just love him 
anyway, and they never leave him behind or ask him to 
change. 

In the church at its best, we welcome people just as they are, 
the one in the pew next to you, or the homeless person who 
wanders into the building. We are kind even when we 
disagree.

Or take Piglet, always a little anxious, after all he’s a Small 
Animal and the world is so big, and yet it’s Piglet who saves 
the day, summoning all his courage to rescue his friends 
from danger. 

Here, we take little ones, and give them a dream and tools to 
become larger than they imagined – that’s what Jesus did 
with the boy with five loaves and two fish, whose generosity 
fed a multitude.

Or look at Rabbit, suspicious of strangers or anything that’s 
unfamiliar. He’s the apostle of “we’ve always done it this 
way.” He likes the way church was in the good old days and 
worries that strangers will destroy our way of life. His 
bluntness can hurt. And, yet, he overcomes his suspicion of 
strangers and makes new friends with those strange animals 
who come to the Wood, Kanga and Roo.

Or Kanga and Roo, who come without documentation, 
strangers in a strange land, and give heart to the community.

Or Owl who uses big words – reminding everyone he’s the 
smartest creature in the Wood. The problem is: no one 
understands him and once he gets talking, he doesn’t even 
understand himself. 
Yet, he is loved; the brightest and the simplest equally 
belong in God’s realm.

Then there’s Tigger, bouncing through the wood, talking 
loudly, and sprinting up the aisles of the church just to show 
how happy he is, a regular nuisance, disrupting the order of 
worship – sometimes during the prayers. And yet his messy 
spirituality is as real as the most ardent believer.

And, of course, honey driven Pooh, who meanders 
throughout the Wood, always in search of a snack or a 
beehive, a bear of little brain, but all heart and all love. He 
saves the day, by reminding us that love is the only thing 
that really matters, and that when we love God and one 
another, then we truly are a Church.

In the 100 Acre Wood, they all belong, they’re all needed, 
and together they bring out the best in each other just like 
the “body of Christ,” described by the apostle Paul; 
everyone needed, everyone important, everyone having a 
gift to share.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: On this Climate Sunday we pray that man 
may learn and accept ways to save our planet. 

WORLD: The churches all around the world currently 
trying to bring peace and order to communities 
that are scarred by racism, division and 
violence. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Sandra Baxter-Brown, 
Barbara and Des Crabb,  

             Doreen Nunney,  Sally Rivett, 
             Jacky  Williams, Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis 

Evans, Peter Hutley, Sally Davis, Lorna 
Thompson, Paul Wiltshire,  

 Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

A WARM WELCOME IS ON THE WAY 

We have received from the printers the newly 
published Welcome to Dunsfold brochures. Pam 
Walker has resumed her delivery service. Many 
homes have been visited this week and the 
responses have been predominantly positive. Let’s 
hope we can truly welcome the newcomers into our 
community at St Mary and All Saints’ Church. 

If  you know of  a new arrival near you, or somebody 
you’ve met around the village, please let Pam know 
at pamwalker2020@gmail.com  She’ll add them to 
her list for a visit. Thank you. 
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The mare and foal won’t be with us but we felt that 
this recent photograph epitomised God’s blessing 
in creation and the blessings our pets bring to us 
all. Let’s give our thanks. 

 
A PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR PETS 

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of  all living 
creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in 
the air and animals on the land. You inspired Saint 
Francis to call all of  them his brothers and sisters. 
We ask you to bless our pets. By the power of  your 
love, enable them to live according to your plan. 
May we always praise you for all your beauty in 
creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all 
your creatures! Amen. 




