
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

16th Sunday after Trinity ~ September 27th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 

O God, you alone judge rightly and search the depths of the heart. Make us swift to do your will and slow to judge 
our neighbour, that we may walk with those who follow the way of repentance and faith and enter your heavenly 

kingdom. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

God of strange authority, whose questions challenge the powers of this world: teach us to look beyond appearance, 
to see your kingly rule emptying itself in cross-stretched arms; through Jesus Christ, the only Lord, the humble 

Servant.  
Amen. 

We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our 
zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are 

also thinking about how other aspects of church life and people’s needs can be met.  
Ideas and suggestions welcome. 

 
St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 

 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 
 

Please Note:  
Except for medical reasons (and those under 11) we are now required to wear a face mask in 

our church buildings. 



Reading: Matthew 21 v23-32 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and 
said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will 
also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, 
‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, “Of human 
origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ 
And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard to-
day.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said 
the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, 
‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him. 

Meditation 
 
          In the thoughts in the next couple of paragraphs are the parable in today’s gospel about the contrast be-
tween saying and doing, about intention and reality. So please put this in your mind as you read these paragraphs, 
as they are in the front of mine as I write them. 
 
      We continue on the roller-coaster ride with the COVID virus. Just as rules keep changing, so do our reactions 
to it and our emotions too. Looking back, and it is all too easy to be wise after the event. The severe lockdown 
worked, but was imposed too late; a serious mistake was made in discharging people from hospitals into residen-
tial care. In the Spring, one of the most common perceptions was that if we knuckled under for about three 
months then much normality could be restored for the summer. When summer came there were relaxations, and 
again with the wisdom of hindsight, perhaps too many; perhaps holidays and eating out should have been more 
restricted. Although there was a long-standing priority to get schools back in September, there was no reigning 
back to prepare for this greater social interaction; the message was still get out and enjoy (safely) and to start re-
turning to work. Now, it seems to me, we are repeating being tardy in introducing restrictions, still giving out 
mixed messages. So I do anticipate that as infection, and in time, hospitalisation and death rates rise, we will have 
to look again at how we live our lives. 
 
      In the beginning of lockdown, here in the March churches, we have tried to keep in touch with people, mainly 
phone at first and later by email and leaflet, and when appropriate in person.  Once we were able to give people 
the choice of coming to services in our buildings, we opened them in such a way that in the event of someone in-
fected coming, all the rest would go home uninfected; so two-metre distancing, no physical contact, as little con-
tact with surfaces as possible, good ventilation, and face masks worn by all (especially those speaking out loud, 
leading and reading, and later with choirs singing). We want people to be safe, and to feel safe. We are not per-
fect, and are open to suggestions to be as good as possible, and plan to continue to be so. We have also been ten-
tatively exploring how the equally significant parts of church and social life can be developed well, on line and in 
person, to sustain well-being, good physical and mental health, meaningful family and friendly relationships. 
Whereas at the beginning we may have been holding our breath for a few months and then expecting a return, we 
now know we need to both plan a different future, and build a sustainable fulfilling life for the next months for all 
people. 
 
        I hope you can now see that the above reflection paragraphs were written with the gospel parable in the fore-
front of my mind. It is easy to throw bricks at governments and advisors for not getting things right in time! It is 
tempting to throw bricks at people (powerful or ordinary) who seem to think the restricting rules do not apply to 
them! It is satisfying to throw bricks at those who seem to have different priorities; in my case those who put eco-
nomic systems before people, young people’s liberty before older people’s relationships, but I won’t go on again! 
I have thrown many bricks when we have had announcements made without thinking through the implications, or 
having consistency, or even guidance arriving clearly and before it has be implemented!  
 
        Jesus tells the parable of the two sons, “which did the will of his father?” in order to invite we who hear it to  



reflect for ourselves, and also to challenge how we regard others. So we should not duck the issues for ourselves; 
what have we said? what have we done? what have been our intentions? what has been the reality of our response? 
and also who have we looked down on or felt superior to?  
 
         When Jesus tells this parable he has been on a real roller-coaster ride. The previous day, he has arrived in 
Jerusalem, and although riding on a lowly donkey, been acclaimed as king by the crowd. Straightaway, Jesus has 
gone to the temple and overthrown the tables. Then he has gone to spend the night amongst friends and in a place 
he feels most secure. Then, back in the temple, presumably now restored after the mayhem of the previous days, an 
attempt is made to discredit him, so he challenges back. So many differing situations and emotions. Jesus ends by 
asking us to connect belief in him with entering the Kingdom of God. So, looking forward to the next months, (and 
it is difficult to look beyond that), what can we do to live and bring and share the Kingdom and its values, and 
maybe “yes” change our minds, live our faith, and make sure our actions and words are in harmony, our intentions 
delivered, that the world may believe, and that all may have life, and have life abundantly even in these strange 
times. 
 
         But I want to end by bringing us back to where I began today; - with our own feelings. We have been bat-
tered and isolated over the last months. We have experienced very real bereavements of ways of life, which may 
prove temporary or permanent. We have times of optimism and feeling we are coping well or dealing with this vi-
rus, and other moments when either things have felt futile or feeling that we are on the losing side. We have times 
of longing for more release and liberty, and times when we wished we were locked up more securely. It has been a 
roller-coaster ride. 
 

   God bless, Andrew 

Prayers 

(Tuesday is Michaelmas, the Feast of All Angels) 
 

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father. 
Father in heaven, by his blood your Christ ransomed us to you, and has made us a kingdom and 

priests unto you our God. As the angels minister to you in heaven, strengthen your Church to serve 
you here on earth.  

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Father in heaven, when the angels greeted the birth of your Son, they sang for joy ‘Glory to God 
and peace on earth’. Bless with Christ’s peace the nations of the world.  

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Father in heaven, your Son has promised to your children care and protection, energy and inspira-
tion like guardian angles watching over. Send your loving kindness on our neighbours, families and 

friends. Be with those in trouble, rescue them and show them your salvation.  
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
Father in heaven, your angel declares ‘Blessed are those who die in the Lord.’ ‘Blessed indeed,’ 

says the Spirit, ‘for may they rest from their labours.’ Enfold in your love all who come in faith to 
your judgement seat in heaven.  

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Father in heaven, the angels sing by day and night around your throne: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord God Almighty.’ With Michael, prince of angels, who contends by our side, with Gabriel, your 
herald, who brings glad tidings, with Raphael, the protector, who ministers your healing, and with 
the whole company of heaven, we worship you, we glimpse your glory, we sing your praise and 

exalt you for ever.  
 

Blessing and honour and thanksgiving and praise, more than we can utter, more than we can con-
ceive, be to you, most glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, from all angels, and all peo-

ples, all creatures for ever and ever.  
Amen.  


