
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

15th Sunday after Trinity ~ September 20th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 

God most high, your ways are not our ways, for your kindness is lavished equally upon all. Teach us to welcome 
your mercy towards others, even as we hope to receive mercy ourselves. We ask this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

Generous God, whose gift defies the balance sheet of ownership and just reward: free our hearts and minds from 
the envy that enslaves us; shape our lives to show your self-forgetting love; through Jesus Christ, the free gift of 

grace.  
Amen. 

We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our 
zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are 

also thinking about how other aspects of church life and people’s needs can be met.  
Ideas and suggestions welcome. 

 
St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 

 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 
 

Please Note:  
Except for medical reasons (and those under 11) we are now required to wear a face mask in 

our church buildings. 



Reading: Matthew 20 v1-16 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vine-
yard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, 
“You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about 
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has 
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, 
“Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what be-
longs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

Meditation 
 
     It’s not fair! That has to be the response to the gospel parable. It’s not fair to pay all people the same regard-
less of how long they have worked. It’s not fair that people should queue jump, for what else can “the last will be 
first, and the first will be last” mean! It’s just not fair! 
 
     And, maybe, this is precisely what Matthew wants us to conclude about the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom 
of heaven that Jesus talks so much about, and also invited us to debate; whether he has already brought it in, is 
now bringing it in, or will bring it in in the future; and whether it is to be interpreted spiritual or really is most 
concerned with daily human contact. 
 
      Now, I am very tempted to share, or maybe rant, at the many things that are making me say today: “It’s not 
fair!” It doesn’t seem fair if older people are being expected to confine themselves to their own homes, whilst 
younger people can frequent nightclubs. It does not seem fair if a commercial childcare group can open, but a 
voluntary led Toddler group cannot. It doesn’t seem fair if a person trying to earn a bit of extra money with a 
slimming club or keep fit group cannot meet, whilst professional sports people can train and play. It doesn’t seem 
fair if you can play bingo in a converted cinema, but not in a community hall. It doesn’t seem fair if you cannot 
collect your grandchildren from school, if their parents are being encouraged to return to commuting to workplac-
es. It doesn’t seem fair if a restaurant can have any numbers of tables of six, but a mother’s union cannot gather 
in the same size groups in a church. It doesn’t seem fair to make policy announcements, and not to have thought 
through implications, consequences and connections and expect to maintain public confidence and compliance. 
And for a last blast, as I said I wouldn’t, it doesn’t seem fair to blame advisors and predictive models, when it 
should be obvious to anyone who knows how we live our lives, that when schools go back, bugs and viruses 
spread and so we need more and quicker testing. Well I said I was tempted, and so I was! 
 
       Now taking on board the last- but- one soap box point above, thinking through consequences, I think a really 
good thing to do when we hear many of Jesus’s parables is to think through what the consequences are in his sto-
ries. In other words, let’s continue Jesus’s story with what happened next! (Try it too someday with the Prodigal 
Son, Good Samaritan, Talents etc) 
 
      Perhaps a pessimist tells;  the next day, when the landowner went early in the morning to the market place to 
hire labourers, there was no one there. For everyone had worked out that you would get paid just as much by 
sleeping in and only seeking to be hired at tea time! So either there was no harvest, or the landowner had to rouse 
them and behave very differently from then on. 
 
     Perhaps an optimist tells; the next day, the landowner did not get up early, but just went out at the ordinary 
hiring time, because he was confident that the labourers would repay his generosity by being there on time for a 
full days work. So the harvest was gathered in promptly, and as so many turned up they were able to finish early  



and share a feast. 
 
      Perhaps a revolutionary tells;  the next day the labourers gathered in the market place and remembered they 
had been told, “Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?” and asked by what right the land-
owner had so much and they so little that they seized the land, divided it up equally, sent the landlord into exile, 
and the story will have to go on for many years to discover if it brings about plentiful harvests and content work-
ers, or whether it descends to totalitarianism or starvation.  
 
      Perhaps a libertarian tells; the next day all the workers were happy because each did what they wanted with 
what they had. Some planted and were happy. Some squandered and were happy. Some worked hard, others 
watched them. And the landowner did what he wanted with his land, and turned it into golf course, and grain was 
imported next year from places where it could be produced much cheaper because of lower labour costs. 
 
      Perhaps a literalist tells; the next day, labourers came at different times of the day, but this time demanded 
written contracts, and they even read the small print. The harvest was gathered in, but there were an awful lot of 
subsequent legal actions, so the landlord, and labourers became poor, and the lawyers rich. 
 
       And I will stop the game there, but you carry on in your own time. 
 
Is the kingdom that Jesus preached a wonderful but impractical ideal? 
Is this kingdom for here and now, or only for some future time and place? 
Do these parables have anything to say about economics, or are they just spiritual ?  
Do you see yourself as one of the “first” or one of the “last” ? 
What would you do the next day, are you an optimist or a pessimist or what? 
Is the Kingdom fair ? Is God’s fairness beyond our comprehension or experience? 
 
        Matthew alone of the gospel writers includes this parable, and he sandwiches it between a promise that the 
disciples will sit with him in the glorious heavenly court, and telling them he is going up to be crucified and raised. 
In our parable, all get the same reward, regardless of their contribution. Jesus’s death and resurrection is for all, 
equally, regardless of our contribution. That is what it is to follow, and that is the invitation about how to behave 
on the “next day”.  Not the next day of that parable, but in the next days of our real daily lives. 
 

   God bless, Andrew 

Prayers 

O God, our creator, whose good earth is entrusted to our care and delight and ten-
derness, may those who sow in tears, reap with shouts of joy. 

 
For all who are in captivity to debt, whose lives are cramped by fear from which 
there is no turning except through abundant harvest; may those who sow in tears, 

reap with shouts of joy. 
 

For all who depend on the earth for their daily food and fuel, whose forests are de-
stroyed for the profits of the few; may those who sow in tears, reap with shouts of 

joy. 
 

For all who labour in poverty, who are oppressed by unjust laws, who are banned 
from speaking the truth, who long for a harvest of justice; may those who sow in 

tears, reap with shouts of joy. 
 

For all who are in captivity to greed and waste and boredom, whose harvest is 
choked with things they do not need; may those who sow in tears, reap with shouts 

of joy. 
 

Turn us again from our captivity and restore our vision, that our mouth may be 
filled with laughter and our tongue with singing; through Jesus Christ the firstborn 

of creation.  
 

Amen. 


