
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

13th Sunday after Trinity ~ September 6th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

Confirm, O God, in unity and truth the Church you gather in Christ. Encourage the fervent, enlighten the doubtful, 
and bring back the wayward. Bind us together in mutual love, that our prayer in Christ’s name may be pleasing to 

you. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ and in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
Lord of the church, you call a broken people around your table: in times of disagreement teach us to listen, loose 
us from prejudice and bind us in your way of forgiving grace; through Jesus Christ, who stands in the heart of our 

gathering.  
Amen. 

We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our 
zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries. We want people to have a genuine choice. We are 

also thinking about how other aspects of church life and people’s needs can be met.  
Ideas and suggestions welcome. 

 
St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 

 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 
 

Please Note:  
Except for medical reasons (and those under 11) we are now required to wear a face mask in 

our church buildings. 



Reading: Matthew 18 v15-20 
 

Jesus spoke to his disciples. “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take 
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered 
in my name, I am there among them.” 

Meditation 
 
          It might be getting a bit familiar now; “I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Jesus uses the same words again now, that he used when 
he congratulated Simon Peter on getting right answers. To Jesus’s question “who do you say that I am?’ Simon 
Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus went on to say, ‘you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, … I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 
 
      In today’s reading these self-same words are said to the disciples in the context of conflict resolution, or as 
part of a seminar on how to deal with disputes and make up in the Church community. It all sounds like good ad-
vice; if you have a dispute, first go and name the issue when the two of you are alone. Resolve disputes at the 
simplest and most discrete level first. Just as in good employment practice today; do things informally and quietly 
but without obscuring the issues before involving formal processes. And if this first approach works then all are 
winners. However if it does not work you have to go further, and be more formal, but still keep as few people as 
possible involved, and only if still not getting a resolution, bring it out into the open. I have been in many situa-
tions, with volunteers or employees in church, school or health service when disputes have been attempted to be 
resolved informally at first, verbally second, in writing next and rarely and finally with full formal procedures. It 
made sense then, it makes sense now. 
 
         But now comes the surprising or shocking bit, for in today’s gospel, if the final stage seems unsuccessful we 
are told to treat the offender “as a Gentile and a tax-collector.” Does this mean to cast them out, or to treat them 
as someone you keep your distance from or look down on? Well, in the gospels, if I remember correctly, it is the 
Pharisees who look down of the tax collectors, whilst it is Jesus who calls one (Matthew) to be a disciple and an-
other (Zaccheus) whose house he chooses to go, to the horror or distaste of those in the crowd. And remember, 
today, we are even reading the Gospel according to Matthew! And what of the Gentile? Is that the person who 
belongs elsewhere? who is of different culture or identity? or simply someone who is “not one of us!”? Yet the 
first real profound dispute needing resolution for the first generation church was, “how do we include both Jews 
and Gentiles in the church, respecting both and with no first and second class Christians”? This issue is one of the 
major focuses of Paul’s writing; and remember Paul’s writings are the biggest chunk of the New Testament. So 
when you fail to reconcile, or treat your opponent as one who others may look down on, you need rather to recog-
nise them as your equal! Don’t give up on them, rather see them as your brother or sister! 
 
      But I want to, as last week, end with my version of a story from the same source for you to wrestle with.  
 
      “I once had a lawn that I was so proud of. I used to mow it frequently, and was very proud for it to have ex-
actly parallel strips of light and dark green where I cut it, and for the edges to be perfectly straight and tidy. But, I 
had a problem; DANDELIONS! They, with their defiant yellow heads or fluffy round tops, were spreading over 
my lawn. Firstly, I tried digging them up, but they grew back and smirked at me. Secondly, I tried various weed-
killers, each more powerful than the previous. But they would go black, but then sprout up again and wave their 
yellow flowers and blow their seeds to defy me. Next, I bought a flame thrower, but that just left scorch marks, 
and still they returned to haunt and threaten me. So I took a piece of paper, and wrote in my best handwriting; 
 

‘Dear Minister of Agriculture, 
I have got DANDELIONS! 

What are you going to do about it! 
Yours sincerely etc etc’ 



I addressed to the House of Common, Westminster, London, England, Europe, The World. And posted it. I had to 
wait for sometime, but eventually a very posh buff envelope with the Commons crest on it dropped on my door 
mat. I opened it and read the reply;        
 

 ‘Dear Sir,  we I suggest you learn to love them!  
Yours sincerely, the MINISTER of ARGRICULTURE’ 

            
So that is what I thought I ought to do. 
 
           I had fought them with every means in my power; I had prodded them, poisoned them and incinerated them, 
so learning to love them was no easy matter. I began by talking to them each day. Cordial. Friendly. They only re-
sponded with sullen silence. They were still smarting from the war I had waged against them. I tried just sitting 
with them, just being with them. They still seemed a bit suspicious of my motives. But it wasn’t long until I no-
ticed that they had started to smile back. And relaxed. And even they seem to reply to what I said to them. And it 
felt that they welcomed me as I came out to join them. Soon, we were good friends. 
 
My lawn of course was ruined. But how lovely my garden became! 
 
 

   God bless, Andrew 

Prayers 

We confess to you our lack of care for the world you have given us. 
We confess our selfishness and lack of love. 

We confess our stubbornness and lack of trust. 
Kyrie eleison, Lord have mercy. 

Christ came in humility to share our lives; forgive our pride. 
Christ came with good news for all people; forgive our silence. 
Christ came in love to the world; forgive our self-centredness. 

Christe eleison, Christ have mercy. 
You raise us to life in the Spirit. 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in Spirit. 
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided.  

Kyrie eleison, Spirit have mercy. 
 

God, the Father of mercies, has reconciled the world to himself through the death 
and resurrection of his Son Jesus Christ, not counting our trespasses against us, but 
sending his Holy Spirit to shed abroad his love among us. By the ministry of recon-

ciliation entrusted by Christ to his Church, receive his pardon and peace to stand 
before him in his strength alone, this day and for evermore. Amen.  

 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; and grant us your salvation. 
O Lord, save the Queen; and teach her counsellors wisdom. 

Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness;  
and let your servants shout for joy. 

O Lord, make your ways known upon earth;  
let all nations acknowledge your saving power. 

Give your people the blessing of peace;  
and let your glory be over all the world. 

Make our hearts clean, O God; and renew a right spirit within us. 
 

O God the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: 
Give to your servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may 
be set to obey your commandments, and that freed from the fear of our enemies, 

we may pass our time in rest and quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.   

 


