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Watch the service - Farmers mark Harvest Festival with 
call for climate change action in national online service 

Farmers will speak of their commitment to fighting climate change 
during the Church of England’s national online service.

 
Filmed across the Diocese of Leeds the service will feature reflections on climate change, farming and 
the beauty of nature. The reflections will be from clergy, those who work in agriculture, and a local 
artist. 

A reflection led by farmer and chair of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, Neil Heseltine, will 
explore the role agriculture can play in tackling climate change. 

Mr Heseltine who has been farming in Malham since 2001 has been working alongside local 
environmental group to promote biodiversity.  



He will tell the national online service his work “promotes nature and promotes biodiversity on the 
farm.” 

Reflecting on the existential threat climate change poses for those in rural communities he will add: 
“We could farm... but at the same time do it in harmony with nature to promote biodiversity and get a 
balance between the food we produce and the natural environment we are working in at the moment.”  

The service will be broadcast from 9am on the Church of England’s website, Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 

An order of service is available to download online.  

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

** 

COVID-19: places of worship and restrictions on social gatherings 

Following the announcement of new ‘rule of six’ restrictions to help limit the spread of 
coronavirus, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who chairs the Church of England’s 
recovery group, said: 
“I welcome confirmation from the Prime Minister that places of worship can still hold more 
than six people in total, despite the new restrictions on gatherings, and the reassurance that 
public worship can continue. 

“We will continue to work with the Government on specific areas relating to our churches 
and church-based activities.” 

• There is an exemption from the ‘rule of six’ that covers places of worship making it possible for 
more than six people to gather for acts of communal worship. However, it is not a blanket 
exemption and people must not mingle in groups of more than six unless they are from the same 
household or support bubble. 

• Government guidance permits a maximum of 30 people to attend church premises for a ‘life cycle 
event’, such as a baptism or Confirmation, held outside of regular worship without observing the 
‘rule of six’. This is subject to the church carrying out a risk assessment and taking all reasonable 
measures to limit the risk of transmission of coronavirus.  

• There is no numerical limit on other services, subject to physical distancing and Public Health 
requirements must being met.  

• The two-metre ‘rule’ applies for public worship except in situations where closer contact cannot be 
avoided; extra Public Health precautions must then be taken.  

• Consideration should be given to keeping numbers below the maximum possible to further 
minimise risk.  

• People attending a gathering in church must not be part of a group of more than six unless they are 
from the same household or support bubble.  

• Wearing of face coverings by all those attending a place of worship, including ministers and 
worshippers, where there may be other people present is mandatory. There are exemptions to this, 
including for those leading a service, detailed in church of England guidance on face coverings.  

• While those at extra risk and the ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ should be advised of the risks of 
attending public worship, a decision to do so is theirs alone.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/power-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Walsingham%20Service%20OOS%20VF%20AFN.docx.pdf


• Government guidance includes a request for names of attendees to be recorded and kept for 21 
days to assist ‘track and trace’ if required.  

• Singing and music is only permitted for small groups of professional and non-professional 
performers in a physically distanced and safe way. Congregations are not permitted to sing. 

• Detailed instructions on ‘consumables’ suggest that services of Holy Communion can be held if 
specific guidance is followed, including the continued suspension of the Common Cup (see the 
Church of England specific guidance document on Holy Communion).  

• Public worship guidance includes surrounding grounds (including churchyards, car parks and 
courtyards); meetings in other places should follow other guidance for people meeting in public 
spaces.  

• Refreshments can only be served at tables if a café is included in the church or cathedral building.  

• Further Government advice about use of churches and church halls for non-religious activity is 
expected. 

** 

Offering hope as we face a second wave – Archbishops’ letter to bishops 

In a joint letter to the bishops of the Church of England, Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell 
set out a stark assessment of the challenges facing the country amid the pandemic including hunger, 
homelessness, mental health pressures and domestic violence. 

But, they say, the Church of England, through its presence in every community, can play a vital role in 
serving the nation - especially those most in need - and in bringing hope to all through the gospel. 

Churches are especially well placed, through networks and partnerships across the country, to help 
those in most need those who are hungry and homeless, they point out. 

“Most of all we need to draw close to Christ, and continue to offer the hope and stability of the gospel,” 
the Archbishops write. 

“It is this gospel joy, even in the darkest times, that alone can help us through this crisis, bringing hope 
and an eternal perspective to the very pressing trials of the moment.”  

They also highlight the particular pressures faced by small businesses after months of restrictions a nd 
issue a challenge to banks to show the same mercy to those in difficulties now as banks themselves 
received during the financial crisis. 

Referencing the parable of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18, they add: “It will be for us and others 
to encourage the banks, who received such help in 2009, to be equally merciful to others as the nation 
was to them. 

“St Matthew 18:23-35 seems highly relevant.” 

 

** 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/media/21761


National Churches Trust training - creating the 
visitor 'experience' 

The National Churches Trust has developed a new initiative to help churches create 
new ways to generate income through encouraging visitors to their buildings by hosting 
bookable 'experiences'. This could be anything from, for example, afternoon tea with 
music in the church or a visit to the church tower with a guided tour of your town. 

The UK's churches have no shortage of heritage and are full of stories, as well as being 
great venues for all sorts of activities so are perfect venues in which to hold 
'experience' events.  

To help people understand more about how this initiative could help their church they 
are hosting a FREE online training session on Thursday 15th October starting at 
10.30am. 

The training session will cover: 

• attracting UK and international tourists 
• getting to know the group travel market 
• advantages of working with international groups 
• types of inbound travellers 
• creating a bookable Experience 
• thinking about group size, time of year, visitor segment 
• pricing the package to market 
• making it bookable 
• marketing your Experience - what is your USP? 
• terms of agreement 
• building industry relationships 

The presentation (in pdf form) will be emailed to all attendees afterwards. 

Reserve your FREE place. 

You can also read more on the National Churches Trust website. 

** 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/raising-income-from-bookable-experiences-church-tourism-workshop-tickets-122015075375
https://www.explorechurches.org/about-us/create-experience


 
 
 
  

Service Times – St Botolph’s Church, Boston 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times have temporarily changed to the 
following. Please note that we have also implemented safety measures to protect all who 
visit/worship at St Botolph’s. Our 11am service will also be streamed via Zoom. To join us, please 
email admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain the login details. 

Sunday Services      Mid-week Service 
Said Eucharist – 9.30am    Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am 
Said Eucharist – 11.00am        

 
 

 



Lincoln Cathedral has resumed shared worship 
 
We are once again able to come together in shared 
worship at Lincoln Cathedral. 
 
Worship observes social distancing rules and be held 
in the Nave. Download the Order of Service before 
attending if you can.  If you receive one on arrival 
please take it home with you.  There will be music by 
a cantor and organ but no communal singing. Use 
hand sanitiser provided.  Communion will take place - 
follow the directions given by stewards.  
 
 

Live streaming 
We understand that not everyone will be able, or wish to join us in the Cathedral for services at the 
moment. We will stream our 9.30am Sunday Eucharist live on our Facebook page – 
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral 
 
Daily worship 
Our daily pattern of worship is as follows: 
Monday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Tuesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
8.30am – Holy Communion. 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Wednesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Thursday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
8.30am – Holy Communion 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Friday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Saturday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Sunday 
7.45am – Litany – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
8am – Holy communion (BCP) – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
9.30am – Holy Communion – Nave. 
3.45pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
 
Cathedral open for general visits 
Lincoln Cathedral is now open to tourists, pilgrims and general visitors. 
To welcome back visitors during August, and to thank everyone for their continuing support, there 
is a reduced admission of £5 per adult and children under 16 will be free. As always, admission is 
free on Sundays. 
The doors will be open to visitors from 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday and 11am to 3.30pm on 
Sundays.    
The majority of the Cathedral, including the Cathedral Shop and toilets, will be open for visitors, 
although the library, some chapels and the Refectory will remain closed. 



 

The Chapter Letter 27th September 2020:  Sources of Peace and 
Perpective 
 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things. Philippians 4:8 
There are some very life affirming influences on twitter at the moment. If that sentence comes 
across as an alien language, I apologise! The point I am making is that whilst all too many social 
media postings can be rather toxic and include trolling and jibing, there are in fact some very 
inspiring contributions. 

Three of my favourites are #imagesofcalm which displays beautiful moments of calm from glorious 
countryside and sacred spaces, @Ravilius1942 which is a tribute to the work of Eric Ravilious, a 
wonderful post-modern landscape artist and @SeaWindowCraster. The latter commits every day 
to photographing the same window of sea and sky. It captures a moment of weather or time or 
season through sunrise or sunset, storm or calm. Over 13000 people subscribe and follow. 

In this time of further gloom on the Covid-19 front we all need to tap into the things that inspire us. 
Here at the cathedral we have launched two such opportunities in this past week. 

The Dean’s Green in front of the new Old Deanery Visitor Centre is now open during the day. It 
provides an oasis of calm and contemplation and is already being enjoyed and appreciated by 
many. 

Choral Evensong on Tuesdays and Fridays is proving to be a source of inspiration and joy not just 
to those attending but to over a thousand people who are viewing online. It nurtures our souls and 
lifts our hearts in the worship of our faithful God and in the praise of the beauty of holiness. 

As the evenings grow darker and the weather cooler we will all need to consider how we maintain 
a sense of well-being and keep in touch with what is life affirming, inspiring and nourishing to our 
lives. 

Another source of peace and perspective is through sharing in Evening Prayer at the east end of 
the Cathedral at the end of the day. A growing number are attending this act of worship. The focus 
on the psalms with all the range of human experience they express, passages of Scripture and a 
reflective and prayerful space provides the focus to meet with God amongst a praying community. 

Whatever it is that provides you with those moments of stillness and calm, to apprehend the 
divine, whether it be pausing to notice and take in a breath-taking view, joining in worship, or a 
contemplative walk with the dog, I commend the habit to you. 

DEAN CHRISTINE 

 

 

 



  

1. Marche episcopale  

1. Meditation  

1. Cortège  

From pieces en style libre Op31  
Scherzetto  
Prelude  
Divertissement  
Madrigal  
  
J.S.Bach  
1685 -1750  
Toccata and Fugue in F Major BWV 540  
  
Louis Vierne  
1870 – 1937  
  
Triptyque Op 58  
Matines  
Communion  
Stele pour un enfant defunt  
From pieces de Fantaisie op 54/55  
Impromptu  
Toccata  
  

Following the concert there will be an opportunity to meet the organist 

Book tickets here  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/organ-recital-colin-walsh-tickets-117631257257  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/organ-recital-colin-walsh-tickets-117631257257


** 

 

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in 

Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline 
number, 0800 138 1710.  Visit  www.lrsn.co.uk 

** 

Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom 
Study app even if you are well.  Help science beat the virus. 

    Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

  

https://covid.joinzoe.com/


 

FREE Online training with the Scripture Union 

The Scripture Union is running FREE training courses in September and October with 
individual sessions within each topic which enable you to 'pick and mix' those you find 
most relevant to you.   

 

Bringing Light to Darkness – Thursday 1st October  
Alternative ideas and resources for churches to explore around 
Halloween with children and youth 

About the session: 

What can churches offer for children and youth as a positive, alternative way of 
engaging around Halloween? 

We will be looking at a number of resources that can be used in schools or in churches 
(including an overview of Light Parties) as well as hearing some innovative approaches 
that churches have adopted in their communities that are tailored to children and youth. 
The session also explores how events at this time can fit into a wider pattern of 
connection and outreach. 

Links for booking: 
Thursday 1st October, 2pm - 3pm 
Thursday 1st October, 7:30pm - 8:30pm 

  

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/online-training#slice-cta-pw-slice-12385
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ctNOBVsHbU2MI_DMcDGwlthPWy9LWRJPkpGn7j7IJdVUQzRBTzU2WlZWSEdVWlFDN1pTSkc0WFJSWC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ctNOBVsHbU2MI_DMcDGwlthPWy9LWRJPkpGn7j7IJdVURTRaVExZR0NGTkE1NFlFRTVRMDNLTDVGTy4u


A new cryptic crossword to enjoy 

 

 

Answers can be found online at https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/a-new-cryptic-crossword-to-

enjoy-september-25th  

https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/a-new-cryptic-crossword-to-enjoy-september-25th
https://www.lincoln.anglican.org/news/a-new-cryptic-crossword-to-enjoy-september-25th


Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 

 
  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

 
Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/ 
 
 

 

Church of England and RSCM await next steps on singing safety 

The Church of England and Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) have been awaiting updated 
guidance on singing in places of worship after findings of a Government-backed study were 
published. 

The research project, known as ‘PERFORM’, recently published its findings on measuring aerosol 
production from humans.  It measured singing, speaking and breathing in a zero-background 
environment. 

Researchers reported a steep rise in aerosol mass with increase in the loudness of the singing 
and speaking, rising by as much as a factor of 20-30. However, it was also found that singing does 
not produce substantially more aerosol than speaking at a similar volume. 

The RSCM’s Director, Hugh Morris said: “We welcome this news. Singing is of such importance in 
worship, and this is a really encouraging step towards its safe resumption. 

“It is of course vital that all choirs and singing groups follow the relevant government advice, and 
so we look forward to receiving the latest guidance in this important area.” The Church of England 
and RSCM both regularly update their advice following the publication of Government guidance. 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/


 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 


