Latest News – 20th September 2020

Watch the service
Featuring contributions from St Thomas CofE Academy, this online service is led by Rev Tim Bateman
from Gas Street Church, recognising teachers and school staff as unsung heroes and praying for the start
of the new school year. The Dean of Birmingham, Matt Thompson, preaches and Sarah Smith, Director of
Education for the Church of England in Birmingham, shares a reflection.

The service will be broadcast from 9am on the Church of England’s website, Facebook
page and YouTube channel.
An order of service is available to download online.

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted
throughout.

**

COVID-19: places of worship and restrictions on social gatherings
Following the announcement of new ‘rule of six’ restrictions to help limit the spread of
coronavirus, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who chairs the Church of England’s
recovery group, said:
“I welcome confirmation from the Prime Minister that places of worship can still hold more
than six people in total, despite the new restrictions on gatherings, and the reassurance that
public worship can continue.
“We will continue to work with the Government on specific areas relating to our churches
and church-based activities.”
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There is an exemption from the ‘rule of six’ that covers places of worship making it possible for
more than six people to gather for acts of communal worship. However, it is not a blanket
exemption and people must not mingle in groups of more than six unless they are from the same
household or support bubble.
Government guidance permits a maximum of 30 people to attend church premises for a ‘life cycle
event’, such as a baptism or Confirmation, held outside of regular worship without observing the
‘rule of six’. This is subject to the church carrying out a risk assessment and taking all reasonable
measures to limit the risk of transmission of coronavirus.
There is no numerical limit on other services, subject to physical distancing and Public Health
requirements must being met.
The two-metre ‘rule’ applies for public worship except in situations where closer contact cannot be
avoided; extra Public Health precautions must then be taken.
Consideration should be given to keeping numbers below the maximum possible to further
minimise risk.
People attending a gathering in church must not be part of a group of more than six unless they are
from the same household or support bubble.
Wearing of face coverings by all those attending a place of worship, including ministers and
worshippers, where there may be other people present is mandatory. There are exemptions to this,
including for those leading a service, detailed in church of England guidance on face coverings.
While those at extra risk and the ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ should be advised of the risks of
attending public worship, a decision to do so is theirs alone.
Government guidance includes a request for names of attendees to be recorded and kept for 21
days to assist ‘track and trace’ if required.
Singing and music is only permitted for small groups of professional and non-professional
performers in a physically distanced and safe way. Congregations are not permitted to sing.
Detailed instructions on ‘consumables’ suggest that services of Holy Communion can be held if
specific guidance is followed, including the continued suspension of the Common Cup (see the
Church of England specific guidance document on Holy Communion).
Public worship guidance includes surrounding grounds (including churchyards, car parks and
courtyards); meetings in other places should follow other guidance for people meeting in public
spaces.
Refreshments can only be served at tables if a café is included in the church or cathedral building.
Further Government advice about use of churches and church halls for non-religious activity is
expected.

Read Archbishop Justin Welby and Bishop Sarah Mullally's article in The Telegraph
16/9/20
When the coronavirus pandemic began and lockdown took force across the country –
shuttering shops and pubs, closing schools and barring places of worship – much of what we
saw, heard and experienced was dictated and driven by “the centre”. Ministers and officials
commanded our attention and determined the daily details of our lives. Few of us have
experienced the sheer power of government like that in our lifetimes.
It makes sense to instinctively look for central direction in such an acute crisis, and we’re
indebted to the roles many played in doing so, especially those who organised the NHS to
cope with the increased demand. Within the Church there are lessons to be learnt about the
role and importance of central guidance, and its crucial interplay with government rules that
exist for the benefit of all.
But with a vaccine still far from certain, infection rates rising and winter on the horizon, the
new normal of living with Covid-19 will only be sustainable – or even endurable – if we
challenge our addiction to centralisation and go back to an age-old principle: only do
centrally what must be done centrally.
As a country, this principle is in our DNA. In the Church of England, we have been committed
to localism for centuries. Every inch of the country is part of an Anglican parish, and parish
churches are woven into the fabric of their communities. Meanwhile, local councils are full
of people who care about street lighting that does not work, speed limits that need to be in
place, and paving stones that could trip people up. It might not seem exciting, but it is
essential.
When it comes to Covid-19, the importance of local networks and communities becomes
even greater. Scotland and Wales have shown that local public health is the best qualified to
deal with local outbreaks. Local government, schools and voluntary agencies – including
churches – can communicate well, act swiftly and measure risk and consequences on the
ground. Giving them generous funding would be a good investment.
What began as a national – and international – crisis has been the top priority of
Westminster, Whitehall, Holyrood and Cardiff, and will remain so for some time to come.
But in many ways the “on-the-ground” response has been the most vital. Local communities,
councils, and, yes, local churches have played the most important delivery roles of all.
While the guidance and direction may come from central authorities, those local structures
that have been implementing, organising and responding in their own immediate
communities are in many ways the heartbeat of the response to the pandemic. We think of
those churches offering summer holiday experiences for families, or Hackney Church in east
London, which has supplied over 50,000 meals since lockdown began.
As lockdown has eased, it has given us the chance to appreciate afresh what our
communities have to offer. Many of us have celebrated the freedom to go to a favourite
local restaurant or get a haircut. For people of faith, the opportunity to gather again in

worship and prayer has been a great blessing. Locality matters: it means a home;
community; stability.
Of course, as senior church leaders we need to remove the plank from our own eyes. During
the pandemic it has been vital for the Church of England to have a national Covid Recovery
Group to keep our churches, clergy and congregations as informed and safe as possible. And
we are not immune to the temptation to pull more decisions into the centre, to feel that
“something is being done”. But it is a temptation that should be resisted. Often that
“something” might not be as effective as what could be done locally.
During lockdown, I (Justin Welby) spent time as a volunteer chaplain in St Thomas’ hospital
in London. To do this, I needed permission from the local bishop, the Bishop of Southwark.
On the wards, the senior chaplain would introduce me: “This is the Archbishop of
Canterbury. I am his line manager.” And she was.
We have our own hierarchies in the Church of England, but ultimately it is our churches and
our clergy on the ground that are its lifeblood. In the last six months, it has been they to
whom we owe our deep gratitude.
So here’s our challenge for the next phase of this complex, painful and hugely challenging
time: let’s place our trust in the local, and make sure it is resourced, trained, informed and
empowered. Some places will get things wrong – but that is true of central leadership too.
It’s a challenge for government, and it’s one we also accept in the Church of England. Where
some have felt we have made too many decisions from the centre, we recommit to
empowering clergy and parishes, which are and have always been the foundation of the
Church.
We have been united across the country – and the world – in the face of adversity. But the
strength of response has come from much closer to home.
**

St Chad's (Dunholme) Chalk Prayer Path

The Revd Adam Watson, Vicar of Welton, Dunholme and Scothern (WDS) benefice shares
details of 'mysterious chalk writing' that mysteriously appeared on the path of St. Chad’s
Church in Dunholme in early August.
On investigation, the scribes were a couple of members of the WDS Benefice '4 O'Clock
Service' team, who had created a fun and interactive way for families and the wider
community to pray together in the sunny weather.
Encouraged to bring their own chalk to add to the prayers, both young and old journeyed
together along the path, many of them finishing off with a fish or a paddle in the beck.
Perhaps it's something which your church could do in good weather?
The seven messages are as follows:
1. Jump for joy (hopscotch). As you jump for joy, thank God for the things that bring you JOY.
2. Life is a journey that God wants to walk through with you. Invite him to walk with you today
and follow these footsteps
3. Add a coloured shape to our floor stained glass and say sorry for anything you’ve done
wrong.
4. Sometimes life is hard and feels like a storm. Ask God for help in the storm and add a boat
to the wave.
5. Add a leaf to our memory tree and pray for those we have lost.
6. Church is a family, not just a building. Add a stick man to me!
7. If you enjoyed the chalk prayer path add a heart.

Service Times – St Botolph’s Church, Boston
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times have temporarily changed to the
following. Please note that we have also implemented safety measures to protect all who
visit/worship at St Botolph’s. Our 11am service will also be streamed via Zoom. To join us, please
email admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain the login details.
Sunday Services
Said Eucharist – 9.30am
Said Eucharist – 11.00am

Mid-week Service
Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am

Lincoln Cathedral has resumed shared worship
We are once again able to come together in shared
worship at Lincoln Cathedral.
Worship observes social distancing rules and be held
in the Nave. Download the Order of Service before
attending if you can. If you receive one on arrival
please take it home with you. There will be music by
a cantor and organ but no communal singing. Use
hand sanitiser provided. Communion will take place follow the directions given by stewards.

Live streaming
We understand that not everyone will be able, or wish to join us in the Cathedral for services at the
moment. We will stream our 9.30am Sunday Eucharist live on our Facebook page –
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral
Daily worship
Our daily pattern of worship is as follows:
Monday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Tuesday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
8.30am – Holy Communion.
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Wednesday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Thursday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine
8.30am – Holy Communion
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Friday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Saturday
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Sunday
7.45am – Litany – St Hugh’s Shrine.
8am – Holy communion (BCP) – St Hugh’s Shrine.
9.30am – Holy Communion – Nave.
3.45pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.
Cathedral open for general visits
Lincoln Cathedral is now open to tourists, pilgrims and general visitors.
To welcome back visitors during August, and to thank everyone for their continuing support, there
is a reduced admission of £5 per adult and children under 16 will be free. As always, admission is
free on Sundays.
The doors will be open to visitors from 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday and 11am to 3.30pm on
Sundays.
The majority of the Cathedral, including the Cathedral Shop and toilets, will be open for visitors,
although the library, some chapels and the Refectory will remain closed.

The Chapter Letter 13th September 2020: Hard times
The structure of Charles Dickens’ “Hard Times” is based on a verse from St. Paul’s letter to the
Galatians:
For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Galatians 6.7)
With Book I entitled “Sowing”; Book II entitled “Reaping”, and Book III, “Garnering.”
We certainly face hard times at the moment with the dangers of COVID-19 rearing its ugly head
again this last week; continuing civic strife in the United States (seemingly to get only worse as we
approach the Presidential Election); and with the UK Government apparently content to break
International Law. With our own personal difficulties, the challenges facing our communities and
indeed our own Cathedral it can all seem too much, too hard.
But the fact is that however hard the times, Christian people living in the world are called to be
people of good news: reflecting the hospitality, grace, love, forgiveness, and yes, peace of God.
Being there alongside people as they look for answers; being alongside them in their humanity,
revealing something of God’s ways.
Paul writing to the Galatians encourages us to be consistent in our actions and character, for,
indeed, we do reap what we sow. Paul also encourages us to rely not on our own selves but on
God, always being aware of the destructive effect of pride and overconfidence.
Work for the good of all, Paul tells the church; and not just when you feel like it, when you’ve got
nothing better to do, but whenever the opportunity arises. We are also to demonstrate in the
relationships within the church family the same markers of kindness, attentiveness and hospitality;
so that we might be known as a people of consistent character, rooted in God’s love.
We do live in hard times, but we’re called to sow God’s seeds of love: to listen for his still, soft
voice amidst all the background noises of strife, politics and sickness; to continually seek his will
for our lives, the life of the church and our communities. By doing that and by God’s grace taking
away some of the hardness: reaping a harvest of peace, healing and wholeness.
JOHN PATRICK, SUBDEAN

**

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in
Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline
number, 0800 138 1710. Visit www.lrsn.co.uk

**
Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom
Study app even if you are well. Help science beat the virus.
Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/

FREE Online training with the Scripture Union
The Scripture Union is running three FREE training courses in September and October
with individual sessions within each topic which enable you to 'pick and mix' those you
find most relevant to you.

Rooted – Thursday 24 September
An overview of this innovative outreach approach to both
children and youth
About the session:
Rooted - ‘Creating space for young people and children to explore who they are, why
they matter and the difference Jesus can make in their life.’
Rooted creates ongoing opportunities for young people to reflect and celebrate
themselves in relevant and engaging ways whilst exploring the big questions of life,
well-being and God. This training will unpack the various tools created for you to
explore how Rooted can be used to impact the lives of young people and children in
your local school or community.
Links for booking:
Thursday 24th September, 2pm - 3pm
Thursday 24th September, 7:30pm - 8:30pm

Bringing Light to Darkness – Thursday 1st October
Alternative ideas and resources for churches to explore around
Halloween with children and youth
About the session:
What can churches offer for children and youth as a positive, alternative way of
engaging around Halloween?
We will be looking at a number of resources that can be used in schools or in churches
(including an overview of Light Parties) as well as hearing some innovative approaches
that churches have adopted in their communities that are tailored to children and youth.
The session also explores how events at this time can fit into a wider pattern of
connection and outreach.
Links for booking:
Thursday 1st October, 2pm - 3pm
Thursday 1st October, 7:30pm - 8:30pm

Other News
Latest figures
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of
the virus. It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information.

Mental health
•
•
•

•

The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of
uncertainty. You can access them at: cofe.io/MentalHealth.
The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at:
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and
charities.
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolationsupporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk
Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#

Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/

CTAL Online service of remembrance
An invitation is being extended by Churches Together in All Lincolnshire (CTAL) for
people across Lincolnshire to remember the human impact of Covid-19 and to look to
the future with a sense of hope.
An online church service: Lincoln Remembers - Covid, Grief and Hope, recognises
the human toll the virus has taken in so many ways and will be online on Sunday
September 20th at 7pm. The invitation is for anyone to attend regardless of belief and
for people to light a candle in a window on the Sunday evening as a communal way of
marking the gathering.
In Lincolnshire there has been loss of life, employment and opportunities and little time
to stop and ponder what has occurred, even when isolating. Many are grieving the loss
of loved ones. Local church leaders believe that how we remember and shape
memories is so important for individuals and the community and hope the online
service may assist with this. During the service there will be people available to talk
with anyone through the online platform.
While there is loss to remember the service will also look to the future, seeing hope in
the journey ahead for the county and for every town and nation. The service will
recognise those whose support through the pandemic has been a source of inspiration
and hope. There will be participation from emergency workers and others who have
worked throughout the pandemic to help others.
The service can be accessed through this link: Live.alivechurch.org.uk
A brief flyer is available here.

