
St Peter’s Churchyard – Bredhurst 
 
Churchyards are special places. They are spaces which exist for both the living and those who 
have died.  
 
Here at St Peter’s Church Bredhurst, which is a listed building, we are privileged to have the 
care of a beautiful churchyard.  
 
On this page, we hope to share with you something of the beauty of this space, as well as 
explain how and why we care for the churchyard in the way we do. 
 
 

 
 
"The churchyard for me is: A healing place surrounded by nature, tranquillity and 
beauty”   
 
 
St Peter’s - a Church of England church yard 
 
St Peter’s is a part of the Church of England; the churchyard has therefore been consecrated 
– made sacred - by a Bishop.  
 
This means that it has been placed under the care and protection of the Church, giving it a 
special status in law. 
 
You can find out more about the special status of church yards on the Church of England 
website here.  
 
This doesn’t mean the church yard is just for people who are members of the church – it is 
for the whole community. 
 

http://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/churchcare/advice-and-guidance-church-buildings/new-burials-and-memorials


It does mean however, that we have a duty of care to all those who use this shared space 
and to maintain it as a place of peace and beauty, reflecting the Christian context of the 
churchyard, now and for future generations. 
 
To help us do this, like all Church of England churchyards across the country, there are a set 
of regulations we are legally obliged to follow. 
 
They govern what is allowed within the churchyard including: 
 

• the types of memorials that can be installed; 
• the materials and inscriptions that can be used; and 
• even the types of graveyard gifts that can be left. 

 
Both the church and the churchyard are within the jurisdiction of the Chancellor - or Judge - 
of the Diocese of Rochester. Any changes to the church and anything introduced into the 
churchyard must therefore be approved by the Chancellor. The last time the Chancellor 
reviewed the regulations was in 2017; the full judgement can be read in this document. 
 
We appreciate that the Regulations can provoke strong emotions and that regulations in local 
authority cemeteries are usually more flexible.  
 
We would encourage you to read the regulations carefully as you will be required to sign to 
say that you agree to abide by them. 
 
Read our booklets, Guidelines for Memorials and Guidelines for the Garden of Remembrance 
at St. Peter’s Bredhurst. 
 
You can also find details of the Regulations on the website for the Diocese of Rochester here. 
 

 
 
  

https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZCCn0XZzLGlhONPQAz5EqeEIRg26Fvn2lwy
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZKrPqkZ77LwVxe95Bk3KYgPU4OTFkLemuFX
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZjoPqkZF9BPtsWFTumH3eea1ftdLmq0QOvy
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/resources/church-buildings-dac/churchyards/churchyards.php


How do we care for the churchyard? 
 
We have a number of dedicated volunteers who give their time to tend the churchyard to 
ensure it can remain a place of peace and tranquillity for all. 
 
‘I am so proud to be a volunteer of this wonderful church and it’s community.  We take great 
pride to carry out the task given to us and it is satisfying to know that our efforts are 
appreciated.’ 
 
‘The churchyard is a unique spiritual place to lay to rest loved ones.  It brings great satisfaction 
to receive the many compliments and donations to the upkeep, on how well we volunteers 
maintain the area.’   
 
We know many people appreciate the care that is taken. 
 
‘The churchyard for me is a place of peace where I can visit my husband.  I can spend a few 
minutes or half a day in the well maintained cemetery and come away feeling thankful for the 
quietness and beauty it offers to those of us who mourn.’   
 
 

 
 
The churchyard now also has a special prayer walk which people find a comfort to use.  
 
‘I like walking the prayer walk and saying the Lord’s Prayer.  The churchyard is a lovely 
peaceful place to be.  You can sit on a bench with your thoughts and watch the world go by.  
It’s the place I will end up for my next adventure.’   
 
  



We ask you to read the regulations here and here carefully and to ensure that anything you 
place on your loved ones resting place meets the requirements of these rules.  
 
We are required to remove and dispose of items that are not in accordance with the rules. 
Please be assured, we do this as carefully and respectfully as possible. 
 
Read more about this here.  
 
We are very grateful to all of our church yard volunteers.  We cannot accept intimidation of 
our volunteers for carrying out this duty and we will take incidents against them seriously. 
   
If you have any questions or concerns about the Regulations please email the Diocesan 
Registrar at: registry@wslaw.co.uk. 
 
 
Have you recently been bereaved? 
 
If you are someone who has recently been bereaved, we are sorry for your loss.    
 
We appreciate this will be an exceedingly difficult time for you. If you are considering having 
your loved one buried in the churchyard, please view our churchyard booklet here.  
 
It has been prepared to give you the information you need about your next steps and the 
regulations which govern memorials and maintenance of grave spaces at St Peter’s Church 
Bredhurst. 
 
It should help you and your family make the right decisions for you and your loved one. 
 
** During this time of coronavirus, funerals are sadly looking quite different. They may now 
only happen at the Crematorium or at the graveside, and only immediate family members 
can attend (if the crematorium allows). 

We recognise how difficult this will be for many and how it adds to the pain of a loss. 

If you would like to talk to us about what is possible at this time, as well as perhaps a memorial 
service at a future date, please contact us at: 
viv.southgillinghamparish@outlook.com  
 
You can also find information on the Church of England website to help you if you are unable 
to attend a funeral, including an opportunity to light a digital candle. 
 

 
  

https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZKrPqkZ77LwVxe95Bk3KYgPU4OTFkLemuFX
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZjoPqkZF9BPtsWFTumH3eea1ftdLmq0QOvy
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZ17CqkZezobdI4jdbfLVGw87V4VfFzTCnu7
mailto:registry@wslaw.co.uk
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZKrPqkZ77LwVxe95Bk3KYgPU4OTFkLemuFX
mailto:viv.southgillinghamparish@outlook.com
http://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/here-everyone/support-when-you-cant-attend-funeral
http://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/here-everyone/support-when-you-cant-attend-funeral
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/light-candle-remember-someone


Other ways we provide support 
 
There are lots of other ways, as a church community, that we like to offer people support 
through their time of bereavement. 
 

• Memorial services – a special service can be arranged to specifically celebrate the life 
of your relative 

• Flowers in the church – real flowers may be placed inside the church  
• Book of Remembrance – the name of your loved one can be placed in this book 

which is taken to the parish church each year for a special memorial service.  The 
book is open each day at the correct date and can be viewed during church opening 
hours or by special request to the churchwarden via the parish office.  It is situated 
in a memorial case to the right of the altar.  

• Memorial Book - should you wish to make a donation to the church either for 
something general or perhaps something more specific a record of this can be 
written in our memorial book.  For example, past donations have included a new 
bible, a baptismal jug and an altar cover.  The book is situated in the chapel.    

• A prayer request book is situated on the table at the back of the church.  You are 
invited to add your own request or simply a name.  These prayers are offered on the 
third Sunday of the month during a service of Holy Communion with Prayer Ministry  

• Pastoral ministry – you are invited to attend any of our services and introduce 
yourself to those who welcome you at the doorway.  Should you wish to talk about a 
personal matter they will be able to guide you to a member of the clergy.  

 
If you would like to speak to us about these opportunities, please contact us in the first 
instance at viv.southgillinghamparish@outlook.com.  
 
 

 
 
‘It’s like the wife’s living room, neat and tidy, she loved going to the churchyard for the quiet.  
I volunteer to help, in a small way to keep her living room tidy.’  
 
 

mailto:viv.southgillinghamparish@outlook.com


 
 
"I travel a long distance to visit my Dad's resting place. It is a comfort to me that his grave 
resides in a calm and peaceful environment."  
 
 

 
 
‘I started helping my friend when she came to look after her dads grave, now I’ve made 
friends with everyone and enjoy working with everyone.’   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
‘Where would I find good friends and company, keen humour, bonhomie, grand ideas with 
fulfilling results and a special brew with delicious food? I shall just go up to St Peter’s on a 
Wednesday!’   
 

 
 
 
‘I enjoy mixing with a wonderful group of people whilst maintaining the beautiful  
churchyard where my wife is buried.’   
 
 



 


