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“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken 
nor my covenant of peace be removed, says the Lord”, who has compassion for you.  (Isaiah 54:10)  
 
We’re now officially into Autumn as this week has seen the equinox when the balance of light shifts 
and nights become longer. We’re approaching the festival of Michael and All Angels on 29th 
September, traditionally a quarter day and the time for hiring agricultural labourers.  D.H. Lawrence 
writes of gentians which flower “in soft September at slow sad Michaelmas”. And next week, on 
Thursday, we’ll see the full “Harvest Moon”.    
 

 A collaboration between Staffordshire University and  Lichfield 
Diocese  has resulted in a 16-minute film on dementia and churches.  
The Dementia Friendly Church programme, which has been running since 2012, has 

involved partners from local authorities, the health community and the volunteer sector and a total of 3,900 
‘Dementia Friends’ have been trained across 94 churches in the diocese.  
Peter Kevern, Professor of Values in Health and Social Care, commented: “Faith-based organisations represent a 
fantastic resource for helping to care for people in their local communities, one which is usually overlooked and 
underused by policymakers and statutory providers of social care. The Church of England, for example, covers every 
square metre of England and reckons to be available to everybody”. 
Revd Dr David Primrose, Director of Transforming Communities, said: “One of the big barriers around dementia has 
been an underlying fear - people don’t know how to respond, people are anxious. The fact that this has enabled 
people to talk about dementia in church and in the community is itself liberating.” 

 
In the U.S., as wildfires have left families 
to mourn lost loved ones, destroyed 
towns, and worsened air quality across the 
country, Christians in Chicago still united 

for an ecumenical prayer service that reflected on this 
year’s theme of a “Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.”  
“Oh God . . . we have forgotten the call of love to give Sabbath rest to the land 
from which we are born . . . Forgive us for neglecting the common good,” said The 
Reverend Nadia Stefko.  
On the other side of the world, in South Africa, young Christians in Cape Town 
called on people everywhere to use this month for action. Among their life-giving 
suggestions: turn trash into treasure, pick up litter, or create a vegetable garden. 
“We have recognized through this global pandemic that we need to create a 
period of rest for the Earth and thus, transform our way of living and being,” said 
Dominique Yon. “We want to see a world that is beautiful for all its inhabitants.” 
 
 

Harvest Collection for the Foodbank 
“We are asking again this year for non-perishable goods for the foodbank which is finding an ever-increasing need 
for its services due to the national situation. It is sad that we are no longer able to celebrate God's bounty at this 
time of year, but we are so fortunate to be able to provide for others either through food donations or through 

online donations to Newcastle-Staffs Foodbank COVID-19 Crisis Appeal. Please do what you can.” 

 
Current shortages: Tinned peas and carrots, long life juice, shampoo, shower gel, tinned fruit, shaving foam and 

razors, small sugar, crisps and snacks, chocolate. With thanks, Lynne Williams 

 

  



Matthew 21:23-32 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in 
the vineyard.’ 
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 
“The first,” they answered. 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you,the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 
 
 
In our reading today, Jesus was preaching in the synagogue. He was speaking with such authority that the chief 
priests and elders asked who he thought he was, a mere country boy from Galilee. They believed that only the 
promised Messiah could speak with more authority than themselves, but hadn’t the courage to ask directly if he was 
that Messiah.  So instead, they questioned His authority.  
Their unwillingness to accept that Jesus might be their deliverer is emphasised in the second half of our reading. The 
son who agreed to work in the vineyard but failed to turn up reminds us of the chief priests going through the 
motions of religion but failing to recognise the Messiah. Meanwhile, the son who rejected the work at first is like the 
sinners of that world, the tax collectors and outcasts who then acknowledge Jesus and repent.  
Although references are made throughout the New Testament to show that Jesus was the fulfilment of past 
prophecies, he himself seemed to look forward rather than back.  He explained that the first son in the parable had 
repented and changed his mind, and wished the elders would do the same, accept the truth about him and move 
forward. 
We have the opportunity every day to acknowledge our sinfulness, repent, turn our backs on the past and look 
forwards. We should not be lamenting the past (other than learning from experience), but going 
forward with activities and plans for tomorrow.  
People of all faiths and none are focussing more than ever on the needs of the world and our local 
communities, befriending the lonely by phoning and shopping, giving to food banks, visiting when 
allowed and keeping in touch. Good people are caring, taking responsibility and stepping up to 
meet the needs.   
As Christians we have a particular motivation in these difficult times – service for the Messiah and a 
chance to be like that son who repented and turned towards the task before him. CHRIS STOKES. 
 
BREAKING NEWS…. 

Matthew Parker, the Archdeacon of Stoke-upon-Trent is to be the new Bishop of 

Stafford. It was announced by 10 Downing Street this week that the Queen has 

approved his nomination. Matthew, who will be consecrated on 28th January, says 

“These are challenging times, not only for the church, but for the whole of 

society. There is much that threatens to divide us and we are fearful about the 

future. My prayer is that, in partnership with others, the church in this area 

will continue to be a sign of unity, joy and hope.”   

 

• Please pray for Fr. Paul Chavasse, Val Adams, Elaine Dulson, Wendy Jackson & Paul Bell, Dot Sargent, Pat 
Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Geoff Foster, Alan & Madeline Rawlings and Margaret Bailey. 

 We also remember all our “HeBrews” friends and the members of our Toddler group. 
 

• Harvest Holy Communion Services in church on October 4th - 10.30 St. Mary’s and 3.00 St. James’.  
You need to book your place with Ray Lewney on 01785 760366. 



God in Christ has revealed his glory. 
Come let us worship. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 
Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 
O praise the name of the Lord! 
 
Confession:  
We have not always worshipped God, our creator. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Creed:  
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
All   We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
All   We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
All   We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
All   This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Collect: Lord of creation, 
whose glory is around and within us: 
open our eyes to your wonders, 
that we may serve you with reverence  
and know your peace at our lives’ end. Amen. 
 
Prayers today are written by Liv Baines 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Lord,  
We come before you today a broken people but in 
you made whole. We lift to you in this season, the 
lonely who need befriending, the ill who need healing 
and the heartbroken who need to know and receive 
your love.  
 
We look to you for hope in a fast- paced world with 
troubles and torment. In the Gospel of John, you say 
“I have told you this so you may have peace in me, 
here on earth we will have many trials and sorrows 
but take heart because I have overcome the world”. 
 In this time of the unknown of Covid-19 this is good 
news and it will sustain us.  
 
Thank you for your perfect love that casts out all fear, 
we thank you that it doesn’t just say only the fear that 
we think is small enough for you to cast out, it says all 
fear.  
 
Our lives are so precious to you Lord, help us to live 
each day in a way that is pleasing to you, reminding us 
always that your grace is sufficient in our mistakes.  
We pray for the people who have lost someone either 
this year or the years gone by, sustain them in their 
grief and sadness with your hope of their resurrection 
to eternal life.  
 
We pray for the Ministers, Church wardens and 
volunteers across the benefice and further afield; give 
them the strength to face the ever- increasing 
challenges in our ever- changing world and help them 
to look to you as their hope and their foundation.  
Your word says that you have good plans for us all, 
and we are holding onto that especially at this time 
where the thought of going back into lockdown fills 
some with dread.  
 
We ask for breakthrough in your suffering world, you 
are the sovereign Lord, the Alpha and the Omega, the 
one who knows the beginning from the end, we need 
you now more than ever to move in this place. 
Change hearts, renew and restore your broken world 
we pray.   
Bring your people back to you.  
Let your will be done in your world Lord and help us 
all to glorify your name in everything that we do. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


