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GOOD NEWS! Phil Snow and his team are pleased 
to report that St. Mary’s now has an inside toilet, 
washbasin and baby changing facilities. After many 

years in the planning, Phil has spent over a year masterminding 
the project which means that the congregation now has the 
luxury of a toilet within the church. Parents with buggies and 
those pushing or propelling wheelchairs will no longer have to 
trek a couple of hundred yards down the church path and up a 
rough driveway. Instead they can access the new loo which is 
built within the old south porch. Many thanks to Phil and all who 
have helped. We also remember with affection and gratitude the 
late Brian and Dorothy Harmer, faithful members of St. Mary’s, 
whose generosity has enabled this.  
 
 

William Shakespeare Pashi, the Anglican archdeacon who visited us 
several times whilst studying at the University of Durham, has written 
from Uganda. In July he reported that his area was locked down and a 
9pm to 5am curfew had been imposed. His family was working on the 
land. “God has been doing miracles in that there is a bountiful 
harvest. When we planted only two basinfulls of peanuts, we 
harvested five sacks.” His 25year old daughter Charity has graduated 
but is unable to find employment, whilst his son Matthew has a place 
to study Agricultural Economics but only if the University opens this 
year.  At the beginning of September churches were still locked down. 
“There was outbreak of Yellow Fever in three districts in Uganda 
including Moyo, and so all the people were vaccinated including the 
neighbouring districts. We had also some clashes in refugee camps 
between the tribes of Nuer and the Kukus, and by the time the police 
went to arrest the situation, many people had lost their lives and 
hundreds of houses torched. Please pray for us. Since we recorded 
the first death of Corona, now it has gone to 35, and people are so 
scared.” The death toll continues to rise.  

 
William and son Lemuel celebrating their birthdays 
 
 

Something to look forward to ……” That’s the message 
displayed outside Lichfield Cathedral this month. 
Peter Walker, artist-in-residence, has begun work on 
a clay model of what will become a 3m. bronze 
statue of the patron saint and first bishop of Lichfield, 
St. Chad. At the same time, a garden is being planted 
with 50,000 Spring flowers ready to bloom in March next year when 

the statue will be installed on the S.E. side of the close, welcoming visitors from Dam Street. For further information 
and to find out about “Light of Hope” in November and the light installations “Poppyfields” and “Imagine Peace”, go 
to www.lichfield-cathedral.org/newsletter 
 

  



Matthew 20 v.1-16 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 
vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out 
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market-place, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard 
too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he 
did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do 
you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the labourers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, 
each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but 
each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, 
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for 
a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, 
and the first last.” 
 
Let’s cast our minds back to our childhood for a moment and remember how often we might have used the words 
‘it’s not fair.’  Reading todays passage of the parable of the vineyard workers it seems to make no economic sense at 
all! I am sure most of us would feel like grumbling against the landowner if we had worked all day in the scorching 
heat from 6 am until 5 pm only to receive the same daily pay as those who had only worked for the last hour! I know 
I certainly would and no doubt grumbling that it wasn’t fair! But the landowner reminds his labourers that this is 
totally fair and they were being paid for what was promised. In fact the landowner is being more than fair, for he is 
being more than generous to those who were invited late in the day as well as those who were fortunate to be 
called to work early. Why then did they begrudge his generosity?  
Rather than feeling fortunate for a day’s work, the day labourers were feeling unfortunate at not receiving more. We 
can be like this too sometimes looking at what others have and feeling envious at not having what we think we 
deserve. 
This parable speaks to us today just as much as it did to the original audience. This is because it lays before us a 
choice. When we look at our lives, do we count all our blessings or our misfortunes? Do we pay attention to the 

areas of plenty in our lives or what we think that we lack? Do we live by gratitude or envy? We really 
have to choose as we cannot be grateful and full of envy at the same time. What will you choose? 
Jesus offers us this choice. To be in the kingdom of God is to experience his inclusivity, his ground 
breaking generosity and that the grace and mercy of God is available to all without exception. 
Choosing to follow Jesus and experiencing a new life in him means that it won’t be fair because he 
gives us more than we will ever deserve. Nicky Beasley. 

 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

  

• Please pray for Fr. Paul Chavasse, Val Adams, Wendy Jackson & Paul Bell, Dot Sargent, Pat Barley, Pat 
Lawrence, Carol & Martyn Turner, Geoff Foster, Alan & Madeline Rawlings and Margaret Bailey. 

 We also remember all our “HeBrews” friends, many of whom live alone and have found the past months 
 difficult. 

 

• We’ll be celebrating Harvest on Sunday October 4th and hope to have a Holy Communion Service at 10.30 in 
St. Mary’s and at 3pm in St. James’. Gifts of non-perishable food for the local Food Bank will be welcome. If 
this is difficult, you can donate money at Newcastle-Staffs Foodbank COVID-19 Crisis Appeal  
 

 Just a year ago St. Mary’s was welcoming the wider community in the 2019 Heritage Open Day 
celebrations. We look forward to a time when visiting beautiful churches is once again easy and safe.  

 

• Thanks to Terry English who has compiled our prayers this weekend.  
 



MORNING WORSHIP 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
O Lord, open our lips 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
O come, let us sing to the Lord;  
let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.  
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   
and be glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God   
and a great king above all gods.  
Come, let us worship and bow down   
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God;   
we are the people of his pasture 
 and the sheep of his hand.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. As it was in the beginning is now and ever 
shall be, world without end, Amen.   
 
Confession: Let us admit to God the sin which always 
confronts us. 
Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 
sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May Almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring us his pardon and peace, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
Creed: Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Collect: Lord God, 
defend your Church from all false teaching 
and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 
that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Heavenly Father, in this fallen world there are two 
basic groups of people. Those that know you as their 
Lord and Saviour and those that don’t. Yet, as your 
creation, that you created at the very beginning, there 
has never been a time when you did not love each 
and every one of us, even though we have rejected 
you and chosen to go our own way. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer 
 
We know, that as you look on us, you must be 
weeping tears of frustration as you survey the mess 
that we have made of this beautiful planet that you 
named Earth.  
All we can do is ask that you forgive us for this mess 
that we have made and know that, one day, you will 
step in and everything will be created new. There will 
be a new Heaven and a new Earth and for all that 
know you this new creation will be made to your 
original blue print, the way it should have been. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer 
 
Sickness is a part of our world today and there are 
those that are sick in mind and body. We ask, that in 
your compassion, you will touch, with your healing 
hand, all those that are named in the Newsletter this 
week and all previous weeks and all those, who for 
one reason or another, we have forgotten to name. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer 
 
We lift to you all those that have been given the 
responsibility of running our country and protecting 
us- the government, the armed services, the police 
and other security services, the Queen and all other 
members of the Royal family. We pray that you will 
give all those mentioned the ability to act wisely, not 
out of self-interest, but for the benefit of all who live 
in this land.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer 
 
We ask for special help for all those in the National 
Health Service who are continuing to fight against 
Covid19 and we pray for your protection for them and 
their families. As we move forward into Autumn and 
then Winter the work load for these is going to 
increase. We pray that you will give them the strength 
to deal with all that is thrown their way. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer 
 
As we come to the end of these prayers let us join 
together and say the words that our Lord taught us to 
say: Our Father … 


