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In 1989, the Eastern Orthodox church designated September 1st as a day of prayer 

for creation. The idea was embraced and taken up by many other churches and in 

recent years Christians have begun celebrating the “Season of Creation”. Beginning on 

September 1st and ending with the Feast of St. Francis on October 4th, it’s a season 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life. Churches and congregations are called to pay special attention to the 

responsibility of humanity for the Earth and for all that lives upon it. 

Whilst the adoption of “Creationtide” was partly driven by the complex environmental crises the human race faces, it draws on 
much deeper roots in scripture and in older Christian traditions of the 
relationship between God, humanity and the created order. This year 
the theme for the season is “Jubilee for the Earth” and we are invited to 
think about the importance of allowing the Earth to rest.   
Earlier this year, the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent message was 
“Care for God’s creation” and we were challenged to make small 
changes to protect our planet. Most of us now are even more aware of 
the fragility of life and the need to “think global”.  
If you would like to find out more, go to www.seasonofcreation.org 
 
 
 

• For many people, September is a month of new beginnings and fresh starts. In our household, it was always the time 
for buying a smart and shiny pencil case, the symbol of a new term.  We wish our youngsters well as they return to 
school and our students starting college or university. As we all move into a new season, here’s a prayer written in the 
Celtic style, by David Adam, a former vicar of the church on Lindisfarne.  
 

  
  Circle me O God        

  Keep hope within          

  Despair without 

 

  Circle me O God 

  Keep peace within 

  Keep turmoil out. 

 

  Circle me O God 

  Keep calm within 

  Keep storms without. 

 

  Circle me O God 

  Keep strength within 

  Keep weakness out.

                     

•  Churches across the country continue to be resourceful in providing socially distanced services. An example 
from Norwich diocese was a drive-in outdoor cinema-style service, held at the Norfolk Showground. The 
congregations stayed in their cars but enjoyed songs and hymns broadcast to their car radios and watched 
video clips on a large screen.  

                                                            

 

• Richard Wenger enjoyed hearing about the swifts that regularly visit St. Luke’s and reports that for more 
than twenty years he has also had these summer visitors in the eaves of his home. He knows the birds have 
arrived by the state of his path and drive, but is more than pleased to welcome them.  However, they attract 
the attention of predators and one year there was a close encounter with a raptor which crashed into his 
kitchen window as he was washing up. The bird – possibly a sparrowhawk - spent a while gazing in whilst it 
recovered its composure then made off. Richard wasn’t sure who was the more stunned! 
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Matthew 18, 15-20 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that 
every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. Again, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 
them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 
 

“Bind us together Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.” This is a hymn which 
we often sing in church and it represents the unity of people within the church and our 
communities. But life is not always like that, especially at the moment. The passage is about 
reconciliation and we are not always sure how to do that. Tom Wright, looking at this passage 
suggests that we look at soap operas. They are often based around conflict with people or 
situations out of control. As we watch these problems being solved, we get ideas about how to deal 
with our own problems.  

 Jesus wasn't into soap operas but he does give advice to those who have fractured relationships. Jesus said that if 
someone sins against you, instead of thinking endlessly about the problem, turning it over in your mind until it fills 
your day, go and speak to the person concerned. It may be a misunderstanding, it may be in response to something 
you said, but you will never know unless you go and speak to the person concerned. It may be a problem that is 
easily resolved; if not, Jesus encourages you to go again with impartial witnesses so that both sides of a dispute can 
be examined.    
 Jesus knew however that some disputes were not going to be solved this way. He then suggested that the whole 
assembly should be informed. Reconciliation is the aim but, if the sin is too evil then the offender needs to be 
treated as an outcast. It is not ideal but sometimes difficult issues arise and the assembly must be seen to act.  We 
are not left alone in our struggle. Jesus promised that where two or three are gathered in his name he would be with 
them and in this sort of situation we must listen to God to seek the right way forward.  
 In the last few months of isolation we have had plenty of time to think and not too many opportunities to meet. It 
may be that things have built up in our minds that have become bigger than they should be. Sometimes we have said 
things that we shouldn't have but have found it difficult to say sorry. Jesus knows this and wants us to be reconciled 
and be bound together, just like the hymn. We need to spread the love of Jesus to all in our families, our church and 
our communities because He loves us. June Steed. 
 

Collect for Trinity 13 
Almighty God, 

who called your Church to bear witness 
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 

help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS  
This Sunday and each Sunday during September, the two churches will be open between 10 and 11.30. A 
short service will take place at 10.30. If you are at home, please join in by using the words overleaf and 
reading the prayers and message contributed by church family members.  
We’re praying for Dot Sargent, Pat Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Geoff Foster, 
 Alan & Madeline Rawlings and Margaret Bailey. 
 

• Advance warning - There will be a Harvest service in church in early Autumn- date to be confirmed – and as 
usual tinned and non-perishable goods will be collected for the foodbank. Gifts will be especially welcome 
this year.  

• Congratulations to Terry English who will celebrate his 70th birthday on September 7th!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

  



Worship for Trinity 13 
“The Lord your God is with you. He is mighty to save” 
 
The night has passed and the day lies open before us. 
Let us pray with one heart and mind. 
O Lord, open our lips.  
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the 
light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 
with love for you, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Confession: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant 
Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and 
confess to you our weakness and unbelief. We have 
lived by our own strength and not by the power of 
your resurrection. 
In your mercy forgive us. Lord hear us and help us.  
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as 
faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy forgive us. Lord hear us and help us.  
 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our 
home in Heaven.  
In your mercy forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.  
 
Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 
Lord as we come to you today with our prayers and 
petitions we ask that you take our thoughts and 
concerns and that you will answer in a way that only 
you can. 
 
We lift to you the members of our church family who 
are struggling with ill health or age-related issues and 
whose names are on our news sheet today. We pray 
against any fear or worry with regard to illness or on- 
going troubles, as your word says that not a day will 
be added to our number through worry. So thank you 
Jesus that as we speak and pray you are working in 
not only their lives but of those who care for them 
and who are on this journey too. Thank you for the 
safe return of schools and colleges and we lift our 
children and those of our extended families as they 

return to a new normal. Please be with them as they 
adjust to things being so very different. 
 
Lord we ask that you direct our government and the 
people responsible for running this country, especially 
during these uncertain days of Covid 19 and we pray 
that you will lessen the effects on lives, families, 
businesses and the economy. As families mourn lost 
loved ones and face the possibility of losing jobs and 
livelihoods we pray for your peace that passes all 
understanding. As families get used to meeting 
together again we ask that you keep them safe and 
that the doors of loneliness will be flung open. Please 
Lord help to stave off the effects of lost businesses 
and of falls within the economy and that the poor and 
less fortunate will not suffer again through lack of 
food and essentials for living. Give us eyes to see and 
opportunities to help in times of need with those 
around us. Help us to remember Lord that “what we 
do for the least of these we do for You” (Matthew 
25:40) 
 
Lord we pray that you will draw people back to 
meeting with others so that we can again be a 
community bearing your name. Thank you that we 
have a group of people who have worked tirelessly for 
you and in your name. Thank you for the team that 
have led and continue to lead this church and have 
not allowed it to just disappear through lockdown. 
Bless abundantly the ones who have stepped out for 
you either through visiting, phoning, shopping, writing 
the newsletter or keeping the services and prayer 
times open and available to all. It is so important that 
we meet with you and together with each other to 
keep our faith alive and to worship and pray in your 
name.  
Lord, please hear us as we have a moment to bring 
our own concerns to you ………………………………. 
Thank you Jesus for your continued blessing on us and 
for your faithfulness to us at all times.In your name 
we pray. Amen 
                                                                                                                                                           
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among us and remain with us always. 
Amen.  
 
(Prayers written by Doreen English) 
 


