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Recently Tony Williams very kindly let me have a large number of scans of old photographs of life in the 
Parish. Below I have reproduced a selection of these pictures showing scenes from Autumn Fairs held in 
St Wilfrid’s from days gone by. More images on the inside back page. John

When We Were Very Young...
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Walking into Selby the other week, a 
British Telecom repairman, working 
on a broadband fault in a junction 

box, asked me the time. I told him 
it was between 9:00am and 5:00pm. 
Precisely...
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to the October 2020 edition of 
Connected. This is the 42nd edition 
of Connected that I have edited 
and the 1st that contains only 
one photograph taken by me. 
So much for me being the Parish 
Photographer! So I’m immensely 
grateful to Tony Williams for 
sharing his archive of Parish 
photographs. This month I have 
included images from past St 
Wilfrid’s Autumn Fairs. I will 
include other Parish events in 
future editions. Thankfully none 
of the pictures includes me :)

Also this month Revd. Philip 
Macdonald writes the ‘Dear 
Friends’ article in which he 
explores the technology now 
being used to enable Sunday 
Worship. Tony Service reports 
on events in the local Methodist 
Circuit and also supplies a 
warming tale (or should that 
be tail?) of a young lad buying a 
puppy.

I have included a text from 
Dr Ruth Bancewicz from The 
Faraday Institute that considers 
whether a Christian can also 
be a Scientist. And this month 
I managed to get in a poem by 
the Great McGonagall - surely 
Scotland’s premier poet, even 
greater than that Robert Burns 
character?

As always I am responsible for 
the rest of the magazine…

The Brayton Parish Website 
(www.StWil fr idsParish.com) 
sends out notices of Services 
and events in St Francis and St 
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers. 
It is easy to subscribe on the 
website, so why not use this 
method of staying up-to-date 
on news in the Parish? It is of 
course free.

Printed copies of Connected 
delivered to your door cost £5 
a year (£4 for pensioners) , or 
you can pick up a single copy 

for 75p in Brayton Post Office 
or, in normal times, from any of 
the Churches mentioned within 
these pages. Subscriptions run 
from June each year. Thanks to 
those who have already paid the 
2020 annual subscriptions. These 
subscriptions almost cover the 
cost of the paper and printing. 
If possible please pay the person 
who delivers your Connected by 
cheque made out to ‘Brayton 
PCC’, or by on-line payment.

You may also download 
Connected free from the 
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.

Articles for Connected are 
always gratefully received, by the 
11th of the month please.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

Welcome
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The great William McGonagall (1825–1902), himself 
no stranger to the inside of a public house, with wise 
words for today. 
Beer & Banterers take note...

To join each one, 
with heart and hand,
And help to banish the bane of society 
from our land,

And trust in God, 
and worship Him,
And denounce the publicans,
because they cause sin;

Therefore cease from strong drink,
And you will likely do well,
Then there’s not so much danger
of going to hell!

To
 J

oi
n 
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ne
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When I last contributed the Dear 
Friends article to Connected about 
a year ago never in my wildest 
dreams would I have imagined 
all that has happened during the 
intervening period. I’m sure I’m 
not the only person who has to 
pinch themselves from time to 
time so as to believe that all of this 
is reality and not some ongoing 
nightmare. Similarly I’m 
sure I’m not the only 
person to wonder how 
and when it’s all going to 
come to an end.

Like most ministers, 
I’ve had to find a very 
different way of working 
over these past six 
months or so. I’ve 
been on quite a steep 
learning curve and not 
least where technology 
is concerned. If anybody 
had told me a year 
ago that I’d be leading 
Sunday worship from my 
study using the media of 
‘Facebook Live’ I’d never 
have believed them and 
the only ‘zoom’ I’d ever 
heard of was an ice lolly 
or a word to suggest I 
was driving too fast. 
Now these things have 
become part of my daily 
life. Whilst I’ve embraced 
them with some reluctance, I’m 
continually discovering more of 
their benefits, not only in my 
ministry but also in my personal 
life. I recently hosted my wife’s 
60th birthday party on ‘Zoom’ 
and, through Facebook, I’ve 
reconnected with cousins in 
various parts of the world. We 
now have our own Facebook 
group called ‘Macdonald/
Campbell cousins of Skye and 
beyond’!

As my wife would tell you I’m not 
always the world’s most optimistic 
person but, one thing these last 
few months have taught me, is 
that we have to try and find the 
good and the positive in a difficult 
situation otherwise it will just 
drag us down. One thing about 
being an ordained minister is that 
there is a measure of flexibility in 

what I do and how I spend my 
time. Nobody told me that I had 
to make use of social media when 
our church buildings were closed 
or that I had to get involved with 
a community project in Goole 
where I live through which I was 
able to help and support people 
who were shielding. These were 
positive things that I was able to 
do when I couldn’t continue my 
ministry in the usual ways which 
have proved to be of benefit 

both to me and to others. Like 
many ministers who’ve led online 
worship, I’ve been astounded by 
the numbers of people who’ve 
participated.

I know that the question 
‘Where is God in the pandemic?’ 
has been asked and there certainly 
isn’t time or space to fully address 
that question here or now but I 

firmly believe that God 
is present and active 
in the many good and 
positive things which 
have emerged over 
these past few months. 
The recently appointed 
President of the 
Methodist Conference, 
Richard Teal, has taken 
as his theme for his year 
of office some words 
attributed to John 
Wesley as he neared his 
life’s end, “The best of 
all is ‘God is with us’” I 
hope that these words 
will inspire you as they 
inspire me to believe 
that, whatever we may 
have to face, God is 
with us and God can 
inspire us to find the 
good and the positive in 
even the most trying of 
circumstances.

With warm Christian greetings

Philip Macdonald

Dear Friends
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October, an Ordinary Month?
As I have mentioned in previous 
years, October is an Ordinary 
Month, in that all the Sundays in 
the Church’s calendar are listed 
as Ordinary Sundays. Between 
Trinity Sunday in June and Advent 
Sunday at the end of November, 
all the Sundays in between are 
simply listed as Ordinary, moving 
from Ordinary 10 (depending on 
Easter, 1 – 9 come before Lent 
or just after Trinity) to Ordinary 
33. The Anglican Church calls 
them Proper Sundays but I have 
never fathomed out why we have 
Ordinary and they have Proper? 
Can any good calendarists or 
liturgical experts please inform 
me? Other months have Special 
Sundays such as Harvest Festival 
(yes, I know some churches 
have Harvest in October but we 
have ours in September, if you 
remember?) or Remembrance 
Sunday, Education Sunday or Rural 
Mission Sunday but October has 
none of these. It is a month of 
Ordinary Sundays.

No change? From mid-March 
until mid-August, there remained 
on our dressing table four 10p 
coins and a 5p coin. I never went 
anywhere except for a walk down 
Mill Lane and by the canal when 
few people had emerged into the 
world. With no need to spend any 
cash, my 45p change remained on 
the dressing table.

But this year is not ordinary as 
we cope with Covid-19 and its 
aftermath. At the time of writing 
(early September) we are still 
keeping our distances and wearing 
our masks. Worship is very 
different as we sit apart from each 
other, mouthing the words of 
hymns rather than singing them, 
coming in one door and out of 
the other (rarely used) door and 

sanitising our hands both on entry 
and exit. And keeping a register 
of everybody who comes. At one 
time, it looked as if the number 
of people catching the virus was 
finally reducing to safer levels but 
it seems as if the graph is increasing 
once again to calamitous levels 
again. Are we having to enter 
another lockdown period with 
no more worship, however un-
ordinary that may be?
Preaching Plans and other 
Methodist jargon.
John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism in the 1700’s, in his 
younger days, studied at Oxford 
University and later became an 
Anglican priest. Whilst at Oxford, 
he was disappointed that those 
in the Anglican Church at that 
time had little interest in spiritual 
devotion so he and others formed 
a Holy Club which met regularly 
for prayer and bible study. Because 
they were so methodical in their 
spiritual studies and devotions, 
they acquired the nickname of 
Methodists.

After his spiritual experience 
at 8.45 in the evening on May 24th. 
1738 at a meeting in Aldersgate 
Street in London, when “I felt my 
heart strangely warmed”, he took 

to the road on horse-back, to 
encourage others to experience 
the same Aldersgate experience 
that he had. Wherever he went, 
hundreds, even thousands 
sometimes, would flock to 
hear his preaching. He would 
encourage groups of people to 
join together to meet regularly for 
prayer and bible study and to sing 
the hymns written by his brother, 
Charles, or Isaac Watts and 
others. These groups were called 
Societies, a word still used today 
for a Methodist Church group. 
Each Society would be grouped 
into 12 people called a Class 
overseen by a Class Leader. 
The purpose of a Class Leader 
was to make sure that everybody 
in his (women became involved 
later) class attended the weekly 
Class Meeting and maintained 
a spiritual and appropriate life at 
home and work. “Backsliders” 
were suitably admonished. Our 
current House Groups are 
similar to the old Class Meetings 
but, although we try to lead a 
godly life as Christians, we are 
not admonished as those earlier 
Methodists were if we fall short of 
the high standards of spirituality 
that were expected of them.

Methodist News
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Societies and classes would meet 
in peoples’ homes but gradually 
buildings (chapels) were acquired, 
especially as numbers grew larger. 
Preaching services were held, 
with the sermon a key part of the 
service. Initially, these services 
were additions to the regular 
Sunday services in the local parish 
church and local lay men (and later 
women) would lead and preach. 
Eventually, these Methodist 
Societies separated from the 
Anglican Church (that is another 
chapter of history) when John 
Wesley started ordaining his own 
clergy. (It is worth mentioning 
that it was never John Wesley’s 
desire that Methodism should 
become a denomination apart 
from the Church of England. As 
an Anglican clergyman himself 
(albeit something of a rebel!) he 
envisaged Methodism as a society 
within the Church of England.)

These ministers would take 
services at a number of chapels 
over a local area, travelling to a 
circuit of churches. This became 
known as a Circuit. The lay 
preachers would generally only 
preach in their local chapels so 
they were local preachers. 
Nowadays, ministers tend 
to have pastoral and spiritual 
responsibility for a smaller 
number of churches and it is the 
Local Preachers who travel more 
widely. Today, Local Preachers are 
responsible for about 70% of all 
Methodist services every Sunday.

Since there would be a number 
of ministers available to take 
services in a number of chapels, 
some form of planning was 
necessary. As Local Preachers 
were also later used over a larger 
number of chapels, they too 
needed to be planned. So a three 
monthly Circuit Plan was created, 
the Circuit Quarterly Plan, 
which provided every chapel 

with a preacher for its various 
services. Often, and especially 
when a preacher had to travel 
some distance, he would take a 
morning, afternoon and evening 
service at the same chapel, leaving 
home early in the morning and 
getting home late in the evening, 
sometimes having walked 
significant distances to get there.

Aspiring Local Preachers 
have to undergo a very rigorous 
training, both in terms of study 
(biblical and theological) and of 
leading worship. Before they start 
their study and training, people 
wanting to become preachers 
are given an opportunity to see if 
they really do have a vocation for 
preaching by taking part in services 
with an accredited Local Preacher. 
In Methodist terminology, they 
are given a Note to Preach by the 
Local Preachers Meeting (LPM) 
which needs to be confirmed 
by the Circuit Meeting. Then, 
until they move to the next stage, 
they are On Note. This period 
generally lasts two or three 
quarters (everything is done in 
quarters!).

If they “pass the test”, the LPM 
then recommends they move to 
On Trial. I have never found out 
why we use the terms On Trial, 
since there is no involvement in 
any kind of justice system. On 
Trial is simply the training period 
of studying and leading worship 
and can last several years. If 
they are successful in their trial 
period, their final test is the 
Trial Sermon, an act of public 
worship. If this is acceptable to the 
LPM and the Circuit Meeting, they 
are moved to On Plan, meaning 
they are now a fully accredited 
Local Preacher, authorised to take 
services at any Methodist Church 
in the UK.

The Circuit Quarterly Plan is 
still the key document for the 

organisation of our worship 
services in our Circuit churches. 
Which brings me to October 
2020, a month when we will be 
having a Preacher On Trial to 
lead one of our services. We wish 
the lady in question every blessing 
in her training period. (We are also 
having two more Local Preachers 
On Trial in November – three On 
Trials in six weeks!)
Another Circuit (a journey of 
faith?)
Mrs S and I enjoy walking and 
on August BH Monday we went 
to an area we have not been 
to previously, a moorland area 
south of Sowerby Bridge in West 
Yorkshire called Norland Moor. 
Wedged between Greetland and 
Sowerby Bridge, it did not look 
a very promising walking area. 
The book of walks we were using 
headed the walk “A colourful 
circuit of Norland Moor”; 
subtitled “Awash with colour in 
late summer, Norland Moor is an 
island of heather moorland in the 
midst of busy mill towns”.

It was a lovely, warm day so 
short sleeves and shorts were the 
order of the day. Although books 
can give reasonable instructions, 
we always take an OS map because 
we have found previously (and 
sometimes to our cost) that book 
information can sometimes be 
confusing or misleading – as this 
one was on occasions. However, 
it was certainly not wrong in its 
descriptive title. The moorland 
really was awash with purple 
heather and the long views were 
quite stunning, all the colours 
emphasized by a bright sun shining 
out of a cloudless sky.

Most of the way, the tracks 
and paths were well-defined and 
easy to follow, though over the 
moorland area there were quite a 
lot of rocky and stony terrain. At 
the half way point, we came across 
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something not mentioned in the 
book and not immediately obvious 
on the map. There was a small lake 
with a number of people around it 
(all socially distanced, of course), 
taking pictures, having lunch, 
enjoying the incredible views. And 
there was a bearded man with 
a white parrot on his shoulder! 
The last thing I expected to see 
anywhere, let alone on an isolated 
stretch of moorland by a small 
lake would be a parroted man!

The last two miles were 
confusing. The book never 
mentioned a grassy field that we 
needed to traverse to reach a 
walled path. It told us to go down 
a hill by some houses and find a 
particular path but it meant some 
houses further on, not the ones 
which misled us. Then the final 
small path through a wood was 
not waymarked but, fortunately, 
a man at each of these points 
directed us to the way we 
needed to go. The path through 
the wood was quite steep, 
narrow and very muddy, making 
us glad we had our walking poles 
with us. It was the only really 
difficult part of the walk, sliding 
around and getting caked up in 
very muddy mud.

At the bottom was a stone slab 
bridge over a small stream which, 
according to the book but not 
shown on the map, led to a path 
up the hill on the other side, past a 
water mill and on to the road near 
to where our car was parked. 
Except the path did not appear 
to exist and the one we took did 
bring us to the road, but much 

further away (when we realised 
where we were) from the car.

Sitting at home, relaxing in 
the evening, I thought how many 
images of our faith journey this 
walk emulated. We had the rough 
and the smooth – rocky and 
grassy. We had a book and a map 
to guide us and direct us. We had 
people who helped on our way 
and showed us where to go as well 
as sign posts and way markers. 
Sometimes we went in the wrong 
direction but with guidance we 
found the right way. The steep 
muddy path 
was quite a 

trial but the bridge at the bottom 
led us to where we needed to 
be and a walking pole prevented 
us from slipping. The man with 
parrot was quite a character and 
the life is full of quirky Christian 
characters that make life 
interesting and meaningful. Life is 
also full of bridges that enable us 
to cross the river in safety from 
one situation to another. The 
path of life takes us in all sorts of 

directions, with all sorts of terrain, 
and we meet all sorts of people. 
Sometimes it can be obvious where 
to go; other times we need a helping 
and guidance. I’m sure there are 
lots more comparisons that could 
be made but trust God and follow 
his ways.
Sunday Morning On-Line 
Services
You may remember that I 
commented last month about 
Philip’s (that’s Rev Philip 
Macdonald, our Brayton minister) 
KitKat bus that found itself in 
a different shelf position every 
Sunday morning and invited 
readers to locate it in the picture 
provided (which was not that 
difficult!). When we logged on to 

his service on September 6, the 
more observant of us (which 
would be almost everybody) 
noticed that his normal 
bus had been replaced 
by a Leeds tram, eliciting 
comment in the Facebook 
Comment column. All was 
soon revealed! It had been 
announced that Nestlé, 

now the owner and producer 
of the KitKat chocolate bar, was 
no longer going to use Fairtrade 
chocolate in KitKat production. 
As a symbolic protest, Philip 
changed his KitKat bus to a tram.

Tony Service

As I travel through the bad and good,
Keep me travelling the way I should.
Where I see no way to go,
You’ll be telling me the way, I know.
(Sydney Carter)

It is enough for me to know 
God’s promise and God’s care:
Wherever on life’s path I go 
My Saviour will be there.
(Martin Leckebusch)
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Cups of tea and people,

People who do and who know.

People with purposeful expressions,

Their eyes searching beyond her, through her,

The invisible one.

She’s next to you and she’s lonely.

Smiles and one-way conversations,

With thoughts and eyes elsewhere,

Never noticing the masks of brightness

Hiding hurting children,

The tired ones,

Who are next to you and lonely.

And the makers of the cups of tea,

The knowers and the doers,

Those who smile and seem to have so much.

They too wear masks that hide their crying,

The together ones

Sit next to you and are lonely.Ne
xt

 to
 y

ou
 a

nd
 lo

ne
ly

Daphne Kitching (Matthew 25:40)
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Jesus in the House of His Parents 
Artists have always used 
biblical and moralistic stories 
to influence their art. Pictures 
of the Virgin and Child are 
numerous, and usually painted in 
a romanticised, flawless, manner. 
Well-fed chubby faced people 
without age or wrinkles. These 
idealised paintings were designed 
to feed the soul. This trend was 
challenged in the mid-1800s by 
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood 
which sort to use religion as a 

means to provoke.
This month I want to look at Jesus 
in the House of His Parents by John 
Everett Millais. Painted 1849-
1850 it was exhibited at the Royal 
Academy exhibition. 
This is a large painting 34”× 55” 
showing a rightly lit interior of 
an English carpenter’s workshop 
where Joseph is making a door. 
The composition is largely circular 
with the young Jesus and Mary in 
the centre. Jesus has injured his 
left hand on a protruding nail 
whilst Mary consoles him with a 
kiss. Joseph holds Jesus’ left hand 
in an upright position (as if Christ 

is blessing his mother), revealing 
the wound to the palm. Blood has 
dripped onto his left foot – the 
blood represents stomata and 
foreseeing Jesus’ eventual death 
by crucifixion. A boy on the right 
of the painting is bringing a bowl 
of water to clean the wound; it 
is generally accepted that this 
figure is John the Baptist and is a 
reference to his baptism of Jesus.

In the background Millais has 
included several carpenters’ 
tools including a set square 

representing the Trinity, and a 
ladder on which a dove perches 
– a nod to the ladder by which 
Christ is helped down from the 
cross and the Holy Spirit. To the 
right in the semi-circular window 
is a candle indicating the Light 
of the World, and to the left is 
a flock of sheep signifying the 
Christian Followers. To the left of 
the frame is a half-finished woven 
basket which could represent 
several biblical stories.

How was the painting received? 
The critics hated it. Charles 
Dickens wrote that the figure 
of Mary as “so hideous in her 

ugliness that ... she would stand 
out from the rest of the company 
as a Monster, in the vilest cabaret 
in France, or the lowest gin-shop 
in England.”

Such was its notoriety that 
the painting propelled the Pre-
Raphaelites into the limelight, 
which was their aim of course. 
This was the first time that 
a Biblical subject had been 
reproduced in everyday terms. 
Today we would be more 
concerned with the depiction of 

those living in Palestine as white 
Anglo-Saxons. My problem with 
it is that nail on which Jesus has 
cut himself has no purpose in the 
construction of the door…

Today many people have 
lost the power of seeing the 
symbolism in such paintings, 
but it is a fascinating thing to do 
whilst visiting a gallery. Many Pre-
Raphaelite paintings may be seen 
in the Manchester Art Gallery. 
Jesus in the House of His Parents is 
in Tate Britain.

John Clarke

God in the Arts

John Everett Millais
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Do the Bible and Science 
contradict each other?
For the Christian, the Bible is 
God’s word to us; it tells us 
about His character and creative 
purposes, how He has related 
to people in the past, and His 
promises for the future. Science 
is a specific way of studying the 
world, exploring the physical 
properties of things – a wonderful 
way to explore God’s creation. 
So, the question to ask if the 
Bible and Science seem to be 

contradicting each other is, have 
we made a mistake in interpreting 
one or the other?

Science is very good at 
answering certain types of 
questions: ‘What size is it?’, ‘How 
fast does it travel?’, ‘What is it 
made of?’, and so on. Questions 
like ‘What’s it for?’, ‘What should 
I do with it?’, and ‘What’s it 
worth?’ can’t be answered using 
scientific methods. Some of the 
misunderstanding in discussions 
of science and religion come 
from not recognising the limits of 
science.

It’s also important to recognise 

what the Bible is, and what sorts 
of questions it can answer. The 
Bible was written well before 
people began to investigate 
the world in ways we would 
recognise as scientific. Of course, 
people in the Ancient Near East 
were studying the world around 
them, observing the movements 
of the stars, the processes of 
life and death that happened all 
around them, the seasons, the 
behaviour of physical objects, 
and so on. But they did not study 

the mechanisms underlying these 
things systematically using the 
tools of science, and they did 
not see or describe the world 
in scientific terms – not because 
they weren’t intelligent, but 
because science as we know it 
wasn’t happening at that time.

Instead, the biblical writers 
used words that were commonly 
used in their own cultures to 
record events, share truth 
and wisdom, and tell stories 
that convey deep truth about 
God’s character. If we want to 
understand God’s intention in 
inspiring these words, we need to 

do some careful work to connect 
with those ancient writers and 
find out what they meant, before 
we can discover what those 
words mean to us today. 

These principles can help 
us have far more fruitful 
conversations about science 
and Christian faith. If we allow 
any apparent conflict between 
Science and the Bible to fuel our 
search for understanding, not 
only will we learn as individuals, 
but we will be able to draw 

others into a conversation that is 
relevant to wider society today.

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz

Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute 
for Science and Religion in 
Cambridge

God in the Sciences
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Heavenly Father,
We bring to you all those struggling with 
their mental health just now.

We pray:
For everyone who is smiling, when inside they’re 
in pain. For everyone who is saying they’re fine, 
when inside they feel drained and empty. For 
everyone struggling with fear and worry as the 
easing of the lockdown brings new anxieties.

Be with them in their suffering, as so much of their 
world has been stripped back and emptied.

When loved family and friends have been taken by 
illness, Or made distant by lockdown.

Pour your healing balm into their pain 
and sadness. May you walk with them besides still 
waters. May you speak to them in a still 
small voice.

May you heal them, and fill them, and bless them 
with your abundant love and fullness of life.

And may they know that they are loved by you 
for the beautiful unique person that they are, 
created in the image of their heavenly creator 
and loving Lord.

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, Amen.Nee
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By the Revd Peter Crumpler
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How Much is that Doggie in the Window?
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A shop owner placed a sign above his door that 
said: “Puppies For Sale.” 

Signs like this always have a way of attracting 
young children, and to no surprise, a boy saw the 
sign and approached the owner; 

“How much are you going to sell the puppies 
for?” he asked. 

The store owner replied, “Anywhere from £30 
to £50.” 

The little boy pulled out some change from his 
pocket. “I have £2.37,” he said. “Can I please look 
at them?” 

The shop owner smiled and whistled. Out of the 
kennel came Lady, who ran down the aisle of his 
shop followed by five teeny, tiny balls of fur. 

One puppy was lagging behind considerably. 
Immediately the little boy singled out the struggling, 
limping puppy and said, “What’s wrong with that 
little dog?” 

The shop owner explained that the veterinarian 
had examined the little puppy and had discovered 
it didn’t have a hip socket. It would always limp. It 
would always be lame.

The little boy became excited. “That is the puppy 
that I want to buy.” 

The shop owner said, “No, you don’t want to buy 
that little dog. If you really want him, I’ll give him to 
you for nothing.” 

The boy got quite upset. He looked straight 
into the store owner’s eyes, pointed his finger, and 
said; “I don’t want you to give him to me. That 
little puppy is worth every bit as much as all the 
other dogs and I’ll pay full price. I’ll give you £2.37 
now, and 50 pence a month until I have paid for 
him.”

The shop owner countered, “You really don’t 
want to buy him. He is never going to be able 

to run and jump and play with you like the other 
puppies.”

To his surprise, the little boy reached down and 
rolled up his trouser leg to reveal a badly twisted, 
crippled leg supported by a big metal brace. He 
looked up at the shop owner and replied softly, 
“Well, I also don’t run or jump so well, and the 
puppy will need someone who understands!”

Tony Service
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Thomas Traherne (1636-1674) is 
the saint for anyone who loves 
our planet, and who wants to 
preserve Creation. This 17th 
century poet and clergyman 
wrote extensively about his love 
for nature, seeing in it a reflection 
of the glory of God.

Traherne was not of a literary 
family, for his father was either 
a shoemaker or innkeeper in 
Hereford. But Traherne did 
well at the Hereford Cathedral 
School and went on to Brasenose 
College Oxford. From there he 

became rector of Credenhill near 
Hereford in 1657, and ten years 
later was appointed to be the 
private chaplain to Sir Orlando 
Bridgement, the Lord Keeper of 
the Great Seal to King Charles ll, 
who lived at Teddington.

Throughout his years at 
Credenhill and then Teddington, 
Traherne led a simple and devout 
life, and his friendliness drew 
people to him. He was described 
as “one of the most pious 
ingenious men that ever I was 
acquainted with”, and being of 
“cheerful and sprightly Temper”, 
ready to do “all good Offices to 
his Friends, and Charitable to the 
Poor almost beyond his ability”. 

Aside from his beloved books, 
he seems to have owned little in 
material possessions.

Instead, he poured his energy 
into his writings, which had an 
intense, mystical, metaphysical 
spirituality. His poems and prose 
frequently mention the glory 
of Creation, and his intimate 
relationship with God, for whom 
he had an ardent, childlike love. 
Traherne has been compared 
to later poets such as William 
Blake, Walt Whitman and 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, and his 

love for nature has been seen 
as very similar to the Romantic 
movement, though he lived two 
centuries earlier.

He is best known for his 
Centuries of Meditations, which 
has been described as “one of 
the finest prose-poems in our 
language.” Lost for many years, 
and then finally first published 
in 1908, it was a favourite of 
the Trappist monk Thomas 
Merton, the Christian humanist 
Dorothy Sayers, and the writer 
C.S. Lewis, among others. C.S. 
Lewis considered Centuries of 
Meditations “almost the most 
beautiful book in English.”

Centuries of Mediations is divided 

into five sections - 1st to the 5th 
Century - and it showcases a 
deep love for God’s creation. The 
verses have a childlike modesty in 
the face of God’s glory. Traherne 
lived at a time when God’s wrath 
and the sins of humanity were 
the main topics of theological 
conversation, yet his poetry 
considers the beauty of God and 
his goodness. His poetry is not 
just good Christian poetry, but 
good poetry full stop. It deserves 
a much wider audience and it 
can be appreciated by Christian 

and secular poetry lovers alike. I 
have included an extract from the 
book above.

Traherne died in 1674, and is 
buried in St Mary’s Teddington, 
under the church’s reading desk. 
Today he is counted as one of the 
leading 17th-century devotional 
poets. His saint day is 10th 
October

John Clarke

(Adapted from an article in 
Parish Pump)

St. Thomas Traherne - Nature Lover

“An empty book is like an infant’s soul, in which anything 
may be written. It is capable of all things, but containeth 
nothing. I have a mind to fill this with profitable wonders. 
And since Love made you put it into my hands I will fill 
it with those Truths you love without knowing them: 
with those things which, if it be possible, shall shew my 
Love; to you in communicating most enriching Truths: 
to Truth in exalting her beauties in such a Soul.”

Thomas Traherne The First Century, Centuries of Mediations
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Halloween is All Hallows Eve 
which falls on 31stOctober and 
refers to the day before All Saints 
Day. In the northern hemisphere, 
many different festivals have been 
associated with gathering in the 
harvest, preparing for winter, 
remembering loved ones who 
have died, and preparing for the 
time of longer nights and winter 
cold.

Modern Halloween 
celebrations have 
their roots with the 
Celtic peoples of 
pre - Chr i s t i an 
times. In those 
days, on the 
last night of 
O c t o b e r , 
the Celts 
c e l e b r a t e d 
the Festival 
of Samhain, or 
‘Summer’s End’. 
Ceremonies were 
performed to thank 
and honour the sun. For 
there was a very dark side 
to all this: Samhain also signalled 
the onset of winter, a time when it 
was feared that unfriendly nature-
spirits, and witches roamed the 
earth, creating mischief. So the 
Druid priests lit great bonfires 
and performed magic rites to 
ward off or appease these dark 
supernatural powers. Then the 
Romans arrived, and brought their 
Harvest Festival which honoured 
the Goddess Pomona with gifts of 
apples and nuts. The two festivals 
slowly merged.

When Christianity arrived 
still later, it began to replace the 
Roman and Druid religions. 1st 
November - All Saints’ Day - was 
dedicated to all Christian Martyrs 
and Saints who had died. It was 
called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The 

evening before became an evening 
of prayer and preparation and 
was called ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, The 
Holy Evening, later shortened to 
‘Halloween’.

For many centuries, however, 
fear of the supernatural remained 
strong. During the Middle Ages, 
animal costumes and frightening 
masks w e r e 

worn to ward 
off the evil spirits of darkness 
on Halloween. Magic words 
and charms were used to keep 
away bad luck, and everybody 
believed that witches ride about 
on broomsticks. Fortune telling 
was widespread, and predicting 
the future by the use of nuts 
and apples was so popular that 
Halloween is still sometimes 
known as ‘Nutcrack Night’ or 
‘Snap-Apple Night’.

Today, Christians have 
learned to turn to prayer instead 
of charms to overcome the 
powers of darkness. In the UK 
it now owes much more to 
the commercialisation of 31st 
October as ‘Happy Halloween’, 

a celebration in which people 
decorate their houses, children 
dress up and wander the streets 
for sweets, baked goods, and hold 
barbecues with friends.

There are some concerns 
about Halloween – it is claimed 
that it celebrates evil, is unhelpful 
in safeguarding children, it 
trivialises bad things, it is 

offensive to disfigured people, 
and it is getting nastier 

each year. Some families 
avoid Halloween 

altogether. Yet one 
of the challenges of 
faith is the way in 
which challenges 
are addressed. 
As Christians, 
we can find ways 
of changing the 
unhealthy aspects 

of Halloween and 
give our children 

new tools to engage 
with it. These include: 

transformation, light, and 
gift-giving.
And the deeper, true meaning 

of All Hallows’ Eve, should not be 
forgotten. As Christians, we all 
draw closer to Christ when we 
remember and give thanks for 
our loved ones and for others 
who have gone before us through 
the gates of death.

John Clarke

Trick or Treat Mister!
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St Wilfrid’s Parish Notices
Wednesday Afternoon, St Wilfrid’s Open Church
It has been good to have St Wilfrid’s building open for private prayer on Wednesdays 2-4pm for 
the past 2 months. A huge thanks to our small wonderful team of volunteer Welcomers who have 
made this possible. However, we have decided that, with immediate effect, we will not continue 
with this. There has been almost no uptake of this opportunity, with most Wednesdays having just 
1 or 2 visitors, and some none at all. We are sorry about this, but it didn’t feel to us an effective or 
fair use of our volunteers’ time. 
Revd. Pete

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
The APCM will be held at St Wilfrid’s on Sunday 18th October 2020 at 12 noon.
We would encourage as many of you as possible to attend this important meeting, postponed from 
April due to the pandemic, which is an opportunity to look back and ahead as a church community. 
Whilst we would wish everyone to be present, unfortunately Covid restrictions mean we can only 
have 30 in attendance. However, if we all assume we won’t get in, then there’ll be no one there!? 
Just come early to avoid disappointment! 
Five of our current PCC members will be stepping down at the end of their terms, which will leave 
us with a much depleted committee.
Please consider prayerfully if this is a role you could take on, a way of giving back to this community, 
and above all as service to God. 
Over the page there is important information about being a PCC member. Please do read this.
Revd. Pete

Harvest 15th & 18th October
Whilst we aren’t able to celebrate Harvest as fully his year, it is still important that we mark it as an 
opportunity to give God thanks for his generous grace, and to recognise the hard work of all those 
who work hard to provide for us, not least our local farming community.
So, Harvest will be celebrated on Thursday 15th October at the 10am Communion service at St 
Francis, and the following Sunday 18th October at the 9.30am service in St Wilfrid’s church building 
and at our 10.30am online Youtube service.
This year Selby Churches Together has encouraged local churches to support the vital work of 
the Selby Foodbank, so donations of non-perishable food items will be collected for the Foodbank. 
These can be brought to either of the services on 15th or 18th October or left on the veranda of the 
St Wilfrid’s rectory during the week of the 12th October. Please note again, these must be non-
perishable items in fully sealed packaging or in tins- nothing fresh and/or unsealed can be accepted.

John Bennett of Selby Foodbank says:
“There are certain items which we have an abundance of and others which we are short of, for 
example, we have enough pasta, baked beans and soup to last probably until mid 2021! Fortunately 
most of this is long dated, but it takes up space. We do share resources with other Foodbanks, but 
everyone has enough of these 3 items
We only have limited stocks of :
Tinned cold meat, Coffee, Custard, Rice pudding, Tinned tomatoes, Instant mash, Tinned potatoes
If we can target these items that will be very much appreciated.
Alternatively, you can donate financially directly to Selby Foodbank online here:
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/donate?cid=204213&&wl=1&br=5
Many thanks, everyone, Continue to take care. Every blessing”

Revd. Pete
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The Parish Needs New Parochial Church Council (PCC) Members!
Could God Be Asking You?
Do you have faith in Christ and the desire to deepen that faith through personal and corporate 
prayer, worship and Bible study?
Would you work constructively and positively with the rest of the PCC and clergy to further God’s 
life-giving mission in the parish?
Are you baptised and receive communion regularly?
Have you been on the Electoral Roll of this parish for at least the 6 months leading to the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)?

As a PCC Member:
1. You would share with the rest of the PCC, clergy and others in the joy, challenge and privilege 

of leading our church community, by helping to discern and bring about God’s vision for the 
parish.

2. You would share responsibility with the rest of the PCC and clergy for decision-making relating 
to the life and mission of the parish, including the maintenance of the church building, hall and 
churchyard as important resources in this.

3. You would be committed to your role as a charitable trustee of the parish.
4. You would be elected for a 3 year term.
5. You would attend 5/6 meetings a year, plus some additional meetings as necessary.
6. You would look to God’s love in Jesus daily to inspire and equip you!

Note: because of their responsibilities, PCC members will be expected to attend Safeguarding 
training. You cannot be a PCC member if convicted of a specified safeguarding offence or included 
in a barred list.

If you would like to know more, please speak to Pete Watson, Hannah Suekarran, the 
churchwarden or any member of the PCC.
Thank you
Brayton PCC

Dear John,

Many thanks to you for your warm and 
generous tribute to my dear wife Sylvia 
in the September magazine. (Not least 
for the lovely photo of her which I don’t 
remember having seen before!)

I would also like to express a heartfelt 
thank-you to all those who have 
supported us through this crisis in my and 
my family’s life. Your expressions of love 
and sympathy and the assurance of your 
prayers have helped us in ways you could 
never fully appreciate. The cards you sent 
us alone would have re-wallpapered our 
sitting room! Your applause as we came 
out of church on her funeral day was 

something I will never ever forget.
Thank you too for your generous gifts 

in her memory: I believe the sum-total 
was something like £480 to the benefit 
of Water Aid which was Sylvia’s favourite 
charity.

My life may never be the same again 
because of this shadow, but with your 
love and prayerful support it will be full 
of hope and in a Christian family second 
to none.

God be with you all

Revd. Rodger Place

Thank You...
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Thursday 1st 
10:00am Holy Communion
Thursday 8th 
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 11th 
10:30am Holy Communion with St 
Wilfrid’s
Thursday 15th 
10:00am Holy Communion
Thursday 22nd 
10:00am Holy Communion
Thursday 29th 
10:00am Holy Communion

Please note: Open Church 
Services on Wednesday 
Afternoons has now ceased

Sunday 4th 
9:30am Holy Communion
10:30am Morning Prayer via YouTube
Wednesday 7th 
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom
Sunday 11th 
9:30am Holy Communion at St 
Francis
10:30am Family Holy Communion via 
YouTube
Wednesday 14th 
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom
Sunday 18th 
9:30am Harvest Festival Holy 
Communion
10:30am Harvest Festival Celtic 
Communion via YouTube
Wednesday 21st 
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom
Sunday 25th 
9:30am Holy Communion
10:30am Holy Communion via 
YouTube
Wednesday 28th 
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & 
Catch up via Zoom

Brayton
Sunday 4th

10:30am Morning Worship 
Sunday 11th

10:30am Morning Worship 
Sunday 18th 
10:30am Morning Worship 
Sunday 25th 
10:30am Morning Worship 

Burn 
Sunday 4th

No service
Sunday 11th

10:00am Harvest Festival
Sunday 18th

No service
Sunday 25th 
10:30am Morning Worship at 
Hambleton

St Francis’St Wilfrid’s Methodists

Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in 
any of the Services in October below
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Part-time Assistant Curate
Revd. Hannah Suekarran hannahsuekarran@gmail.com  (07538 813079)
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran rpsuekarran@gmail.com  (07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman porgles.pogs@icloud.com  (01757 706475)
Church Warden
Claire Nutt churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com  (01757 712206)

Ministry Team
Mel Allan  (01757 706068)
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Sue Beevers  (01757 229515)
Pat Griffiths  (01757 705793)
Joan Howden  (01757 700942)
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Claire Nutt (01757 712206)
Carol Sowden (01757 703590)
Gordon Tute  (01757 707123)
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Officers 
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze  (01757 701911)
 ruthie5611@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jill Clarke  (01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer 
Margaret Seager (07840 817005)
Junior Church 
Martha Harrold  (01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Craft Group 
Linda Crackles  (01757 704944) 
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Book Club 
Rosalind Wilson  

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley (01757 707987) 
tetleyjan@gmail.com 
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft  (01757 707380)

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft (01757 707380)

Clergy. Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman (01757 706475)  porgles.pogs@icloud.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
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Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett 5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk (01405 869701)

Methodist Clergy

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:
15th September
Elsie Coultish (100) at St Wilfrid’s
18th September
Vera Smith (93) at St Wilfrid’s

Funerals

The Church floodlights were, or will be, illuminated on:
19th September
Roy Ainger. With love on what would have been our Golden Wedding Anniversary. Pat
31st October
In Loving Birthday Memories of Jane Ellis

Floodlights

From the Parish Registers

if you would like the church illuminated to celebrate a birth, baptism, birthday marriage, 
anniversary, or the life of a loved one please contact Pat Griffiths on 01757 705793
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When We Were Very Young Again...






