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A CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 89:15-18 

Happy are those who hear the joyful 

 call to worship, 

for they will walk in the light of your 

 presence, Lord. 

They rejoice all day long in your 

 wonderful reputation. 

They exult in your righteousness. 

You are their glorious strength. 

It pleases you to make us strong. 

Yes, our protection comes from the 

 Lord, 

and he, the Holy One of Israel, has 

 given us our king. 

 

SONG – LORD FOR THE YEARS  

Timothy Dudley-Smith 

Lord, for the years 

your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us, 

cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, 

pardoned and provided: 

Lord of the years, 

we bring our thanks today. 
 

Lord, for that word, 

the word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts  

and sets our souls ablaze, 

teaches and trains, 

rebukes us and inspires us: 

Lord of the word, 

receive your people’s praise. 
 

Lord, for our land 

in this our generation, 

spirits oppressed by pleasure, 

wealth and care: 

for young and old, 

for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, 

be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, for our world when 

we disown and doubt him, 

loveless in strength, 

and comfortless in pain, 

hungry and helpless, 

lost indeed without him: 

Lord of the world, 

we pray that Christ may reign. 
 

Lord, for ourselves; 

in living power remake us 

self on the cross 

and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us, 

for the future take us: 

Lord of our lives, 

to live for Christ alone. 

 

GOD IS UNCHANGING 
6 “I am the Lord, and I do not change. 

That is why you descendants of Jacob 

are not already destroyed.  7 Ever since 
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the days of your ancestors, you have 

scorned my decrees and failed to obey 

them. 
Malachi 3:6-7b 
 

The Whole history of Israel has been 

characterised by rebellion against 

the Lord’s covenant commands.  The 

whole history of the Lord is 

characterised by his unchanging 

willingness to forgive the changeable 

people who have broken his 

covenant, if only they will repent 

and return to him.  There is blessing 

for the people if they will do this. 
 

The Lord says, “I will remember my 

covenant with Jacob and my 

covenant with Isaac and my 

covenant with Abraham, and I will 

remember the land…  I will not 

utterly reject or despise them while 

they are in exile in the land of their 

enemies. I will not cancel my 

covenant with them by wiping them 

out, for I am the Lord their God.  For 

their sakes I will remember my 

ancient covenant with their 

ancestors, whom I brought out of 

the land of Egypt in the sight of all 

the nations, that I might be their 

God. I am the Lord.” 
Leviticus 26:41, 44-45 
 

You will search again for the Lord 

your God. And if you search for him 

with all your heart and soul, you will 

find him… For the Lord your God is a 

merciful God; he will not abandon 

you or destroy you or forget the 

solemn covenant he made with your 

ancestors. 
Deuteronomy 4:29, 31 
  

The Lord your God will restore your 

fortunes. He will have mercy on you 

and gather you back from all the 

nations where he has scattered you. 

Even though you are banished to the 

ends of the earth, the Lord your God 

will gather you from there and bring 

you back again… The Lord your God 

will change your heart and the 

hearts of all your descendants, so 

that you will love him with all your 

heart and soul and so you may 

live!...  The Lord will again delight in 

being good to you as he was to your 

ancestors. 
Deuteronomy 30:3, 4, 6, 9b   
 
SONG – MAGNIFICENT MARVELLOUS AND 

MATCHLESS LOVE Papa, Keyes, Brown, Getty 
Magnificent, marvellous, matchless 

 love; 

too vast and astounding to tell. 

Forever existing in worlds above, 

now offered and given to all. 

Oh, fountain of beauty eternal; 

the Father, the Spirit, the Son. 

Sufficient and endlessly generous, 

magnificent, marvellous, matchless 

 love. 
 

Creation is brimming with thankfulness, 

the mountains, exultant they stand; 

The seasons rejoice in Your faithfulness  

all life is sustained by Your hand. 

You crown every meadow with colour; 

You paint every shade in the sky; 

Each day the dawn wakes as an encore 

 of: 

magnificent, marvellous, matchless love. 
 

How great, how sure; 

His love endures forevermore. 

Magnificent, marvellous, 

 matchless love. 
 

What grace, that You entered our 

 brokenness; 
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You came in the fullness of time. 

How far we had fallen from 

righteousness, but not from the 

 mercies of Christ. 

Your cross is our door to redemption; 

Your death is our fullness of life. 

That day, how forgiveness flowed as 

 a flood:  

magnificent, marvellous, matchless 

 love. 
 

How great, how sure… 
 

United in Your resurrection, 

You lift us to infinite heights 

Could anything sever or take us from: 

magnificent, marvellous, matchless 

 love. 
 

How great, how sure… 

 
RETURN? WE NEVER LEFT! 
“Now return to me, and I will return to 

you,” says the Lord of Heaven’s 

Armies. 
 

“But you ask, ‘How can we return 

when we have never gone away?’ 
 

8a “Should people cheat God? Yet you 

have cheated me! 
 

“But you ask, ‘What do you mean? 

When did we ever cheat you?’” 
Malachi 3:7b-8a 

 
In this life God’s rejection may in fact 

not even be noticed by people whose 

values and practices are sufficiently 

corrupted that they cannot see any 

difference between a world with and a 

world without God.  Malachi’s Israelite 

contemporaries lived under difficult 

conditions, but were for the most part 

(there were many exceptions, of 

course) unaware that their hardships 

were the result of their unfaithfulness 

to the Mosaic covenant.  Various ones 

among them assumed that God was 

ineffective, or limited in his power (1:5), 

or distracted, or some such thing.  

Many compromised their religious 

loyalties by their own personal 

situations (3:5), including divorce and 

intermarriage (2:10-16).  Others were 

engaged in the full blown worship of 

foreign gods (2:11), or worship of God 

by pagan means (2:12-13).  Their 

actions had brought upon them the 

curse of divine rejection, so that God 

had turned from them.  But he was 

willing to turn again toward them if 

they would do the same to him.  What 

would be required on their part?  

Repentance of all actions inconsistent 

with his covenant which demanded that 

he be their only God (Exod.20:3-6; 

Deut.5:7-8)…  all would have to change.  
Douglas Stuart  

 

RESTORE TITHES & OFFERINGS 
8b “You have cheated me of the 

tithes and offerings due to me.  9 You 

are under a curse, for your whole 

nation has been cheating me. 
10 Bring all the tithes into the 

storehouse so there will be enough 

food in my Temple.  If you do,” says 

the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will 

open the windows of heaven for 

you. I will pour out a blessing so 

great you won’t have enough room 

to take it in!  Try it!  Put me to the 

test!  11 Your crops will be abundant, 

for I will guard them from insects 

and disease.  Your grapes will not fall 

from the vine before they are ripe,” 

says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
12 “Then all nations will call you 

blessed, for your land will be such a 
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delight,” says the Lord of Heaven’s 

Armies. 
Malachi 3:8b-12 

 

HOW IS NOT PAYING TITHES & OFFERINGS 

ROBBING GOD?  
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything 

in it.  The world and all its people 

belong to him. 
Psalm 24:1 
 

The Lord says, “If you will obey me and 

keep my covenant, you will be my own 

special treasure from among all the 

peoples on earth; for all the earth 

belongs to me.” 
Exodus 19:5 
 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the 

power, the glory, the victory, and 

the majesty. Everything in the 

heavens and on earth is yours, O 

Lord, and this is your kingdom. We 

adore you as the one who is over all 

things.  Wealth and honour come 

from you alone, for you rule over 

everything. Power and might are in 

your hand, and at your discretion 

people are made great and given 

strength.  O our God, we thank you 

and praise your glorious name!  But 

who am I, and who are my people, 

that we could give anything to you? 

Everything we have has come from 

you, and we give you only what you 

first gave us! 
1 Chronicles 29:11-14  

 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 

TITHE AND AN OFFERING? 
A tithe was an annual tax to support 

Levites who had no other income. 
 

The Lord said to Aaron, “You priests 

will receive no allotment of land or 

share of property among the people 

of Israel. I am your share and your 

allotment.  As for the tribe of Levi, 

your relatives, I will compensate 

them for their service in the 

Tabernacle. Instead of an allotment 

of land, I will give them the tithes 

from the entire land of Israel.” 
Numbers 18:20-21 
 

Offerings were gifts freely made to 

support temple worship in addition 

to the tithe. 
 

Give to the Lord the glory he deserves! 

Bring your offering and come into his 

courts. 
Psalm 96:8 

 

WAS MALACHI’S AUDIENCE REALLY BEING 

TOLD TITHING WAS CENTRAL TO THEIR 

REPENTANCE? 
Yes.  Tithing laws were not voluntary 

guidelines to Israel.  They were 

compulsory.  For an Israelite to fail 

paying their tithe made them a law 

breaker, in much the same way that 

a UK tax payer failing to pay their tax 

makes them a law breaker under UK 

law. 
 

The Lord says, “One-tenth of the 

produce of the land, whether grain 

from the fields or fruit from the trees, 

belongs to the Lord and must be set 

apart to him as holy… Count off every 

tenth animal from your herds and 

flocks and set them apart for the Lord 

as holy.” 
Leviticus 27:30, 32  

 

IF CHRISTIANS DO NOT TITHE, ARE THEY 

ALSO ROBBING GOD? 
Tithing is not a Christian requirement.  
 

Remember this—a farmer who plants 

only a few seeds will get a small crop. 
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But the one who plants generously 

will get a generous crop.  You must 

each decide in your heart how much 

to give. And don’t give reluctantly or 

in response to pressure. “For God 

loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 
2 Corinthians 9:6-7  
 

Tithing is not a requirement under 

the New Covenant, but financial 

giving is.  There is a connection 

between pleasing God and what we 

give (in terms of being generous with 

what we have).  Giving is one of five 

essential aspects of Christian worship 

(which are: prayer, praise, giving, 

hearing the word of God, and sharing 

in Holy Communion), and worship is 

the basic response of a true believer 

in God.  
 

Christian giving is a tangible 

expression of the distinct nature of 

reconciliation and spiritual blessings 

through the gospel, for the apostle 

Paul wrote, “I must go to Jerusalem 

to take a gift to the believers there.  

For you see, the believers in 

Macedonia and Achaia have eagerly 

taken up an offering for the poor 

among the believers in Jerusalem.  

They were glad to do this because 

they feel they owe a real debt to 

them.  Since the Gentiles received 

the spiritual blessings of the Good 

News from the believers in 

Jerusalem, they feel the least they 

can do in return is to help them 

financially.” 
Romans 15:25-28 

 

CONFESSION  

Do not love this world nor the things 

it offers you, for when you love the 

world, you do not have the love of 

the Father in you.  For the world 

offers only a craving for physical 

pleasure, a craving for everything we 

see, and pride in our achievements 

and possessions. These are not from 

the Father, but are from this world. 

And this world is fading away, along 

with everything that people crave. 

But anyone who does what pleases 

God will live forever. 
1 John 2:15-17 
 

All that I ought to have thought 
 and have not thought, 
All that I ought to have said 
 and have not said, 
All that I ought to have done 
 and have not done, 
All that I ought not to have spoken 
 and yet have spoken, 
All that I ought not to have done 
 and yet have done, 
O Lord, for all these words and works 
I pray your forgiveness. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 

who in Jesus Christ has given you 

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

forgive you your sins, 

open your eyes to God’s truth, 

strengthen you to do God’s will 

and give you the joy of his kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SONG – HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE 
Stuart Townend 
How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 
 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 
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As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 
 

Behold the man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 
 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection. 
 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

PRAYER FOR GENEROSITY 
Ignatius of Loyola 

Lord, teach me 

to be generous. 

Teach me to serve you 

as you deserve; 

to give and 

not to count the cost; 

to fight and 

not to heed the wounds; 

to toil and 

not to seek for rest; 

to labour and 

not to ask for reward 

save that of knowing 

that I do your will.  Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER FOR WISDOM WITH WEALTH 
Based on Psalm 49 

Gracious, generous God, 

giver of all good gifts, 

we give you thanks for all that we enjoy. 

Give us the wisdom to deal prudently 

 with what we have. 

We watch those who flaunt their 

 possessions and we want more. 

We fear the troubled times and we 

 hang on to what we have. 

We observe the successful and 

 wonder about ourselves.  

Help us to be satisfied with what we 

 have, 

kind to our neighbours and generous 

 to those in need, 

so that we live as those ready to meet 

 you, 

our Maker and our Saviour.  Amen 

 

LIVING THE GENEROUS LIFE 
John Wesley 

Do all the good you can, 

by all the means you can, 

in all the ways you can, 

in all the places you can, 

at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can. 

 

COLLECT FOR TODAY Common Worship 

Almighty God, 
whose only Son has opened for us 
a new and living way into your 
 presence: 
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 
to worship you in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
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THE FAITH WE HOLD 
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
 our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
 Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

SONG – CHRIST OUR TREASURE 
Jonathan Jackson, Jordan Kauflin, Grace Nixon & 

Marc Willerton 
Lord, our feet have wandered 

all the earth unsatisfied. 

Drinking from a sea of emptiness 

has left us dry. 

So we turn our eyes to: 
 

Christ our Treasure, 

there is none like you. 

Precious Jesus, 

there is none like you. 
 

Living Water, Word of Life, 

you are forever true. 

Every blessing, joy abounding 

here in knowing you. 

So we fix our eyes on: 
 

Christ our Treasure… 
 

Grace for the guilty, 

help for the needy. 

Jesus, you satisfy our souls. 

Strength for the weary, 

hope for the grieving 

Jesus, you satisfy our souls. 
 

Healer of sickness, 

fountain of goodness, 

Jesus, you satisfy our souls. 

Faithful provider, 

gracious redeemer, 

Jesus, You satisfy our souls. 
 

Mighty in power, 

awesome in splendour, 

Jesus, you satisfy our souls 

Author, Perfecter, Keeper, Sustainer 

Jesus, you satisfy our souls. 
 

Christ our Treasure… 

 

BLESSING  

May the power of God free your 

 spirit to accept his call to new life. 

May you know each day the depth 

 of Christ’s love and respect for you. 

May the Spirit fill you with the desire 

 to be made new. 

May the blessing of God, Father, Son, 

 and Holy Spirit, be with you now 

 and for ever. 

Amen. 



Prayer topics for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 

can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 

people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

You desire honesty from the heart, so that you can teach us to be wise I our inmost being. 
Psalm 51:6 

For the World 
 Belarus gripped by mass protests, after an election -  Pray for honesty to prevail and for safety for opposition 

politicians under threat as they seek to bring open democracy to the country. 
 Moria camp on the island of Lesbos destroyed by fire (Greece's largest and overcrowded camp) – Pray for 

help for all the many families that have been made homeless.  

 UK Schools - Pray for heads to cope with ever changing Coronavirus rules.  Pray also for anxious parents, that 

the Lord may give them opportunity to discover the peace that passes all understanding in coming to Jesus. 
 UK Brxit negotiations – Pray for trust to form in negotiations rather than disarray reported in media news. 

 UK clamping down on rules for meeting one another – Pray for our nation as new rules become law from 

Monday.  Give thanks that churches are still allowed to meet together for worship. 

For St Jude’s Church 
 Thinking about Malachi 3:6-12. Reflect on your attitude regarding showing generosity to the Lord in 

the way you spend your money.  Consider the Lord’s great love and generosity towards you, and how 

you show your gratitude to him for all he has done.  What would it look like for you to be generous 

towards God with your money?  What do you need to do? 

 J Team meet on line today.  Pray for Linda as she leads.  Pray for the leaders as they meet and pray 

through the planning of future times together in the hall and on line. 

 Pray for our 6.00pm Zoom gathering, giving thanks for all Mark and Amy are doing to enable it to run 

and as they make plans for how it could be in the future. 

 Give thanks for Church Family members, we remember those with their birthday in September, in 

particular:  Graham Sutton, Cilla Totton, and Roy Phillips.  “The Lord watches over those who fear 

him, those who rely on his unfailing love.  He rescues them from death and keeps them alive in times 

of famine.  We put our hope in the Lord.  He is our help and our shield.  In him our hearts rejoice, for 

we trust in his holy name.  Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord, for our hope is in you alone.” 

(Psalm 33:18-22) 

For our Mission Partners – Tearfund 
 Iraq – every day more families return to what is left of their homes and communities in the hope of 

rebuilding their lives after many years of conflict and loss. Tearfund has provided cash assistance to 

over 150,000 people and pray for continued peace in places such as Iraq, so that communities can 

begin to heal and restore what’s been lost. 

 Niger & Haiti have suffered widespread flooding, homes and other buildings and crops have been 

destroyed. Pray that the most vulnerable will be provided for. 

 Polio - Africa was recently declared free from wild polio. Praise God for the huge vaccination effort 

that made this historic achievement possible and pray that the virus will also be eliminated in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

 Coronavirus – millions of refugees in camps face the threat of coronavirus while trying to heal from 

their traumas. Ask God to keep them safe and bring healing. 

 
CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 

Vicar (day off – Friday) 

Church Wardens 
 

Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 

James Sturgeon 

Pradip Sudra 

Rev Ivor Saunders 

Nicky Robertson 

CLOSED 

827214 

269743 

334257 

751162 

827214 

 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 

jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 

pradipsudra@gmail.com 

ivor.john@outlook.com 

nicky_is@hotmail.com 

 

Our building is shut (apart from Worship & Prayer).  For news visit our Facebook Group and Website 

St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 
www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 

Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 


