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Welcome to another week of being church despite not being together!  

However we are feeling this week God welcomes each of us and calls us by 

name as we come, united in God's love, and mindful of our belonging to each 

other in Christ's Name. 

 

Our gathering song this week reminds us of God's presence and protection. 
(Holy Overshadowing written by Graham Kendrick) 

 

O spread Your wings of mercy over me 

And guard my heart with true humility 

No shadow of the darkness pressing in 

Only the holy overshadowing 

 

Underneath Your wings 

Overshadowing 

 

No refuge will I seek but God alone 

No hiding place save only at Your throne 

Only the cross, the blood to wash my sin 

Only the holy overshadowing 

 

Underneath Your wings, Overshadowing 

 

You are my shield and my glory  

You are the lifter of my head  

And though the storms may rage around me  

I’ll be safe within 

Beneath the holy overshadowing 

 

No burden on my back too hard to bear 

Only the easy load You bid me wear 

Until these troubles pass my heart will sing 

Praise for the holy overshadowing 

 

Underneath Your wings, Overshadowing 



 

 

 

Let us pray. 

With open arms You welcome all who call on Your name— 

who acknowledge You as Lord, and look to You in faith. 

No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy and love. 

And so we come to offer You our worship— 

to declare that You are our God, 

and that we are Your people, 

called and chosen by You from the very beginning. 

Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit 

open our eyes to see You here; 

open our minds to receive Your truth, 

and our mouths to speak and sing Your praise. 

For You alone are God— 

worthy of all praise and worship, 

now and to the end of time. 

Amen  

(reworship blogspot) 

 

 

We sing together (Love divine written by Charles Wesley) 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling 

Joy of Heav’n to earth come down 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling  

All thy faithful mercies crown       

Jesus, Thou art all compassion 

Pure unbounded love Thou art   

Visit us with Thy salvation  

Enter every trembling heart 

 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast 

Let us all in Thee inherit 

Let us find that second rest 

Take away our bent to sinning 

Alpha and Omega be 

End of faith, as its beginning 

Set our hearts at liberty 

 

Come, Almighty to deliver 

Let us all Thy life receive 

Suddenly return and never 

Never more Thy temples leave 



 

 

Thee we would be always blessing 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing 

Glory in Thy perfect love 

 

Finish, then, Thy new creation 

Pure and spotless let us be 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee 

Changed from glory into glory 

Till in Heav’n we take our place 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

 

Psalm 67 

 

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 

    and make his face to shine upon us, 

 

2 that your way may be known upon earth, 

    your saving power among all nations. 

 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you. 

 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you judge the peoples with equity 

    and guide the nations upon earth. 

 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you. 

 

6 The earth has yielded its increase; 

    God, our God, has blessed us. 

 

7 May God continue to bless us; 

    let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

 

As we reflect over this last week let's bring to mind those things which have filled 

our hearts and minds; those things which have brought us joy and made us smile. 

The things which have weighed us down and caused us concern and perhaps 

pain. As we look back take a moment or two to speak to speak to God as we 

would to a friend, offering these things to God as we recall our joys and sorrows.  



 

 

 

Our Gospel reading this week is from Matthew's gospel, chapter 15: 21-28. 

A Woman's Faith 

 

21 Jesus left that place and went off to the territory near the cities of Tyre and 

Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman who lived in that region came to him. “Son of 

David!” she cried out. “Have mercy on me, sir! My daughter has a demon and is 

in a terrible condition.” 

 

23 But Jesus did not say a word to her. His disciples came to him and begged 

him, “Send her away! She is following us and making all this noise!” 

 

24 Then Jesus replied, “I have been sent only to the lost sheep of the people of 

Israel.” 

 

25 At this the woman came and fell at his feet. “Help me, sir!” she said. 

 

26 Jesus answered, “It isn't right to take the children's food and throw it to the 

dogs.” 

 

27 “That's true, sir,” she answered, “but even the dogs eat the leftovers that fall 

from their masters' table.” 

 

28 So Jesus answered her, “You are a woman of great faith! What you want will 

be done for you.” And at that very moment her daughter was healed. ( GNT) 

 

As you read this conversation between Jesus and the  Canaanite woman, what 

thoughts do you have, what questions does it raise in your mind? What might we 

learn from this passage?  

 

You may like to read Rev Paul’s thoughts in the St Ed’s Newssheet or on the St 

Peter’s webpage. 

 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

as Jesus taught his disciples to be  

persistent in prayer, 

give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 

but always to bring our prayers before 

you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

On the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day 

 

God our Father, in the dying and rising  

of your Son Jesus Christ, 

you have brought life and salvation  

out of cruelty and death. 

We mark Victory in Japan 

in gratitude for the courage of the Allied forces  

who suffered for freedom in the Far East campaign 

and in sorrow for all that hinders  

the coming of your kingdom of peace. 

Give us wisdom to learn  

from the bitter memories of war, 

and hearts that long for the unity of all nations. 

We ask all this in the name of Jesus, 

in whom there is no east or west,  

no north or south, but one fellowship of love  

across the whole earth.   

Amen. 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer. 

 

We sing together (O Jesus, I have promised written by John Ernest Bode) 

 

O Jesus, I have promised, to serve thee to the end 

Be thou forever near me, my Master and my Friend 

I shall not fear the battle, if thou art by my side 

Nor wander from the pathway, if thou wilt be my Guide 

 

O let me feel thee near me, the world is ever near 

I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear 

My foes are ever near me, around me and within 

But, Jesus, draw thou nearer and shield my soul from sin 

 

O let me hear thee speaking, in accents clear and still 

Above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will 

O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control 

O speak and make me listen, thou Guardian of my soul 

 

O Jesus, thou hast promised, to all who follow thee 

That where thou art in glory,  there shall thy servant be 

And Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end 



 

 

O give me grace to follow my Master and my Friend 

 

O let me see thy footmarks and in them plant mine own 

My hope to follow duly is in thy strength alone 

O guide me, call me, draw me, uphold me to the end 

And then in heaven receive me my Saviour and my Friend. 

 

 

Our closing prayer and blessing, based on Psalm 67. 

 

God, mark us with grace and blessing! 

Let our lives reflect your light and your goodness, 

so that the way in which we live might bring others 

to an awareness of your presence and your love. 

Teach us to trust You with our whole heart, 

and to praise You in every circumstance, 

so that your grace and mercy might reach out through us 

to the entire world.  Amen. 

 


