
St Edmund’s Taverham with 

 St Peter’s Ringland 

Worship for Sunday 9 August 

2020 

Welcome to our worship today, our 21st Sunday of meeting together though 

dispersed, of sharing our time together though apart, and of remembering our 

unity in Jesus who binds us in love in the grace of the Holy Spirit. We are here, 

worshipping God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Our gathering song this week (words by Bernadette Farrell) 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to you 

Make us your own, your holy people 

Light for the world to see  

 

Christ be our light! 

Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness  

Christ be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today   

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 

Longing for hope, many despair 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us 

Make us your living voice  

 

Longing for food, many are hungry 

Longing for water, many still thirst 

Make us your bread, broken for others 

Shared until all are fed  

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 

Longing for warmth, many are cold 

Make us your building, sheltering others 

Walls made of living stone  

 

Many the gifts, many the people 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong 

Let us be servants to one another 



Making your kingdom  

 

O God, you come to us not in the chaos of the whirlwind, 

not in the roar of the earthquake, not in the crackling heat of the fire, 

but in the sound of sheer silence.  

Quiet our minds, bring peace to our hearts and stillness to our bodies 

that we might meet you in that silence.  

Help us to listen for your still, small voice.  

Give us the courage to go wherever you lead us, 

trusting that you will prepare the way.  

We pray this in the name of our Companion on the journey, 

Jesus the Christ. (Based on 1 Kings 19) 

 

~ written by Rev. Heather A. Moody, and posted on the United Church of 

Christ’s Worship Ways website. http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/ 

 

 

Let's sing together (words by Helen Howarth Lemmel) 

 

O soul, are you weary and troubled? 

No light in the darkness you see?  

There’s light for a look at the Saviour 

And life more abundant and free!  

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full in His wonderful face 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace 

 

Through death into life everlasting 

He passed, and we follow Him there  

Over us sin no more hath dominion 

For more than conquerors we are! 

 

His Word shall not fail you, He promised 

Believe Him, and all will be well  

Then go to a world that is dying 

His perfect salvation to tell! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As we turn our eyes upon Jesus in this time of worship let's spend a few moments 

giving thanks that God loved the world so much that he sent Jesus. 

As we continue recalling the love of God shown to us in Jesus let 's bring to mind 

the things that we want to ask God to heal and cleanse, trusting in God's grace. 

Our scripture reading this week is Matthew 14:22-23 (Contemporary English 

Version) 

 

Jesus Walks on the Water 

 

22 Right away, Jesus made his disciples get into a boat and start back across 

the lake. But he stayed until he had sent the crowds away. 23 Then he went up 

on a mountain where he could be alone and pray. Later that evening, he was 

still there. 

 

24 By this time the boat was a long way from the shore. It was going against the 

wind and was being tossed around by the waves. 25 A little while before 

morning, Jesus came walking on the water toward his disciples. 26 When they 

saw him, they thought he was a ghost. They were terrified and started 

screaming. 

 

27 At once, Jesus said to them, “Don’t worry! I am Jesus. Don’t be afraid.” 

28 Peter replied, “Lord, if it is really you, tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 “Come on!” Jesus said. Peter then got out of the boat and started walking on 

the water toward him. 

 

30 But when Peter saw how strong the wind was, he was afraid and started 

sinking. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 

 

31 Right away, Jesus reached out his hand. He helped Peter up and said, “You 

surely don’t have much faith. Why do you doubt?” 

 

32 When Jesus and Peter got into the boat, the wind died down. 33 The men in 

the boat worshiped Jesus and said, “You really are the Son of God!”  

 

 

As you ponder these words of scripture is there anything new that strikes you 

about this passage? Is there something to learn about Jesus, yourself or others? 

Perhaps it raises some questions for you. Talk to God as you would a friend about 

your thoughts and feelings. 

 

You may like to read Rev Paul's thoughts in the St Ed’s newssheet or the St Peter’s 

webpage. 

 

 



Let's pray. 

 

Gracious Father, 

revive your Church in our day, 

andnd  make her holy, strong and faithful, 

for your glory's sake 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

God, our refuge in times of trouble 

we pray for our brothers and sisters in Beirut 

today. 

Lord, be with the emergency services as 

they battle to help the thousands injured. 

Lord, hold those who have lost loved ones in the palm of your hand. 

Lord, we pray your provision for poor and marginalised communities who face 

an even more uncertain future. 

Lord, we pray for wisdom for leaders as they make difficult decisions. 

Lord, open our hearts - may they be full of compassion for the suffering we see. 

Stir us to action. In the tragedy of loss, 

we pray your comfort. 

In the chaos and injury, 

we pray your calm and divine healing. 

In the devastation and the heartbreak, 

we pray your peace. 

We pray that in the despair that lies amid the rubble of the explosion 

there will be glimmers of hope and life. 

Amen. 

 

From Christian Aid   

 



The Lord's Prayer 

 

Let’s sing (Translator Mary E. Byrne) 

 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 

Nought be all else to me, save that Thou art 

Thou my best thought in the day and the night 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 

 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord 

Thou my great Father and I Thy true child 

Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one 

 

Be Thou my breast-plate, my sword for the fight 

Be Thou my armour, and be Thou my might  

Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my high tower 

Raise Thou me Heavenward, O power of my power 

 

Riches I heed not, nor all the world's praise 

Thou mine inheritance, through all my days 

Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart 

High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art 

 

High King of Heaven, when the battle is done 

Grant Heaven's joy to me, bright Heaven's sun 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

 

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who 

journey with us. 

 

So, make haste to love and be quick to be kind.  

 

May God give us courage this week to get out of our boats and walk on the 

water. 

 

May God bless us with an increasing awareness of God’s presence. 

 

May God inspire us with ways in which we can love and serve our neighbour. 

 

May God give us grace to share the story of who God is through our words and 

actions. 


