
 St Mary and All Saints, Dunsfold 
    Sunday, August 23, 2020 

  

    ePEWS NEWS 

 St Peter by Peter Paul Rubens (circa 1612) 
Jesus said to them: “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
answered: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”         

                      

                    
SUNDAY: 10am HASCOMBE CHURCH 

   11th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

                 

COLLECT FOR 11TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY : O God, you 
declare almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and 
pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of  your grace, 
that we, running the way of  your commandments, may 
receive your gracious promises, and be made partakers of  
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

OT: Isaiah 51: 1-6. 
NT: Romans 12: 1-8 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16: 13-20 

LET’S SALUTE THE WONDERS OF THE WEB 

A record week for Dunsfold Church has seen our A Church Near 
You/Dunsfold website hit new heights.  

Over the past ten months we have seen a steady increase in weekly 
hits so that when the figure doubled to over 700 back in May we 
were understandably delighted. This week we’ve broken through 
the 800 barrier so it’s now a case of onwards and upwards. 

Many parishes across the Church of England have reported a surge 
in interest from newcomers to the church since the outbreak of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. We seem to be experiencing a similar boost  
and are trying to accommodate those who may be new to our 
church and Christian life with ways to help them into our church - 
even if it is only online at the moment. 

If you don’t follow us already please have a look at 
www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold when you have a moment. You’ll 
see a variety of things including a special welcome from Reverend 
Ian, a message to those completely new to church and an 
introduction to prayer that leads you into our prayer for the day. 

TWO WEEKS TO OUR SPECIAL PET SERVICE 

Don’t forget our joint Pet Service and Teddy Bears’ Picnic  
is taking place outside the Sun Inn on September 6 at 
10am. We’re aiming for the biggest menagerie ever seen in 
these parts. 

Dogs and cats will probably be the most numerous but 
don’t leave your snakes, skunks or racoons at home alone. 
And children who haven’t got a pet are welcome to bring 
teddy bears and their own picnic to celebrate afterwards. 
To give you a flavour for the event here’s a photo of  one of  
the handsome Dunsfold boys we hope will be attending. 

MORE THAN GOLDEN DAYS FOR HAZEL AND ALBERT 

Word reaches Pews News that one of  the stalwart couples 
of  our parish recently celebrated their 51st wedding 
anniversary. Take a bow Hazel and Albert Wiltshire. 

They were married on August 9, 1969 at Hascombe Church 
in a double wedding with Hazel’s twin sister Lesley. They 
were married by Canon John Neale who became a bishop. 

A few weeks earlier John Lennon married Yoko Ono and 
they held a week-long bed-in for peace at Amsterdam’s 
Hilton Hotel. Albert whisked his bride south to Hayling 
Island for their honeymoon - joined by Lesley and her 
husband. 

We send our congratulations to Hazel and Albert. 



REFLECTIONS ON THE  
GOSPEL READING BY 
REVEREND IAN MASLIN 

When Jesus asks, “Who do the people say the Son 
of Man is?” we have to realise that this is a 
profound moment in the Gospel narrative.   
Jesus has gone north, most likely to get a bit of privacy 
from the crowds so that He can teach the disciples as 
much as possible before the inevitable end comes.   

Jesus and His companions are in a region where 
paganism is rife. He was in Caesarea, a place about 
25 miles north east of the sea of Galilea. Originally the 
place was named Banias and was reputed to be the 
birthplace of the god Pan, and locals still worshipped 
him.   

So, Jesus chose a place that was pretty alien to His 
followers. And He asks, “Who do the people say the 
Son of Man is?”   

The people haven’t built up the same relationship with 
Jesus as the disciples have, and so the disciples pass 
on what invariably they have heard from others;  
“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”   

If we don’t know an answer, we tend to pass on what 
knowledge we have but when we do, there is less 
conviction in our answers.   

But here’s the big question, the one that cannot be 
answered by anyone else but by whoever it is directed 
to;   

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?”   

So here, we are not being asked what other people 
think, we are not being asked to pass on other 
people’s opinions, good or bad; here Peter is being 
asked a direct question.   

And with absolute conviction Peter answers: “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”   

Messiah, in Greek that would be Christ. The Messiah; 
in Hebrew it means the Anointed One. In Judaism it 
means the one who would come and fulfil the hopes of 
the nation.   

Traditionally only three types of people would be 
anointed with oil; prophets, priests and kings.   

And Jesus fulfilled all three roles.   

Like the priest, only perfectly, He put people in touch 
with God.   

Like the prophet, only perfectly, He showed people 
what God was like.   

Like the King, only perfectly, He exercised God’s rule 
over God’s people while Himself being uniquely the 
Servant of the Lord.   

So, Jesus is in a remarkable place, He has a 
remarkable title and we find in Peter remarkable 
insight.   

Simon Peter comes to recognise who this carpenter-
teacher really is. No category of human exultation can 
embrace him, he surpasses them all.   

Peter, in this moment becomes the spokesman for the 
whole world, for you and me;   

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”   

So, if someone ever asks you, “who is this Jesus then” 
you can answer truthfully and with conviction;   

“He is the Messiah, the Son of the living God; He is 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: The administrators, teachers and assistants 
working tirelessly to make our schools safe for the return of 
pupils on September 1. 

WORLD: We pray for all agencies helping the homeless as 
the subsidies for rents during Coronavirus are due 
to end this weekend and leading charities fear as 
many as 250,000 could become homeless. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Sandra Baxter-Brown, 
Barbara and Des Crabb, Jenny Glover,  

              Doreen Nunney,  Sally Rivett, Sue Simper,  
              Jacky  Williams, Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis Evans,    

Peter Hutley, Sally Davis, Lorna Thompson, Paul 
Wiltshire, Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH COMMUNITY 

The lockdown may have eased but we are well aware 
that some people still need to remain in voluntary 
isolation because of medical issues. And there are others 
who are fearful of venturing too far from home. 

If you need help, feel lonely or afraid please call any of 
the people listed here for help. You may be at home but 
you are never alone within the Dunsfold Church 
Community. 

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
David Walker Churchwarden 201140 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk 
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