
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

9th Sunday after Trinity ~ August 9th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
 I am continuing to enjoy the services on TV and radio and also from St Albans, Ely & Leicester Cathe-

drals, and you may have found others. 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

Upon a high mountain, O God of majestic glory, you transfigured your Chosen one and in heavenly 
light revealed him as your Son, to whom we must listen. Through the message of the prophets and the 
witness of the apostles, open our ears to his living word and our eyes to his glorious presence, that we 
may be strengthened in times of fear and uncertainty. Give us hope in the midst of suffering and grant 

us faith to perceive, even in the passion and cross, the glory and company of the risen Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  

 
Amen. 

We are resuming some of our Church services with socially distancing, and will maintain, 
for the foreseeable future, our zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries; we want people to 

have a genuine choice. 
 

St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 
 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 
 

Please Note:  
We are now advised to wear a face mask when attending communal worship in church 



Reading: Genesis 32 v22-31 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Eli-
jah.’ While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the disciples heard this, they fell to 
the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ 
And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.  
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.’  

Meditation 
 
After a long spell of meditations on the Old Testament as we read of Isaac and Jacob, we now return to the Gos-
pel. The transfiguration of Jesus is remembered on 6th August, so we have this reading today when Jesus, with 
three of the disciples, went up the mountain. There, Jesus was seen in glory seemingly accompanied by the fig-
ures of Moses and Elijah, and a voice from heaven repeated the words from Jesus’s baptism, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased” and added, “listen to him!’  
 
75 years ago, on this feast day, the first nuclear bomb was exploded killing many in Hiroshima, and three days 
later a second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. The Japanese government soon surrendered, although fighting 
continued in some places, and we commemorate VJ day on 15th August. There is a separate leaflet with prayers 
and meditation for you to use for this anniversary, but the glow of glory that we celebrate at the transfiguration is 
forever tarnished by the connection with the glow of destruction from the use of nuclear weapons. We have also 
had this week a blast of similar scale in Beirut, which has caused many casualties and much damage, and also 
destroyed food stocks and port infrastructure, which will require a lot of short and long term restoration, and may 
bring about political change in Lebanon. 
 
At the transfiguration the disciples; 

1. say it is good to be here; 
2. want to build tents or dwelling places for Jesus, Moses and Elijah; 
3. fall down and are afraid; 
4. then only see Jesus. 
 

At the transfiguration Jesus; 
1. glows with light and shows glory; 
2. talks with Moses and Elijah;  
3. touches the disciples and says not to be afraid; 
4. instructs them not tell of this vision until the resurrection. 
 

Let us look at these contrasts, not simply in the sense that the disciples got everything wrong, and Jesus corrects 
them, but rather for what it points us to in our encounters with God. 
 
1. The disciples may be glad to be having some quality time with Jesus, or perhaps to be the select three insiders 
amongst the twelve. They have left behind the crowds and the business of Galillee, and now not only have Jesus’s 
full attention, but also have an experience which places them intimately in the presence of the Divine. 
 
1. Jesus gives light so that we may see. Jesus gives warmth so that we may be comforted or energised. His glory 
is not for him, it is for sharing. It is to give us the ability to act and respond. The mountain is not a destination to 
be away from people, but rather a vantage point to see the bigger picture. 
 
2. The disciples seem to want to settle down, make things at least semi-permanent. They seem to domesticate 
Moses, Elijah, and Jesus, and so perhaps to want to tame and control the Commandments, Prophetic Truth, and 
Redemptive Promise that the three represent. At the feast of Tabernacles, the people of Israel rest in tents to re-
member the end of the wilderness journey, prior to entry into the promised land. 



2. Jesus talks with Moses and Elijah, he and they, and what they represent are in relationship and dialogue, not 
separate boxes. Jesus says now is the time to unpitch your tents, for we have and indeed are entering into the new 
promises. The Kingdom of God is so close you can reach out and touch it. 
 
3. The disciples fall down, perhaps prostrating in worship, or perhaps paralysed and unable to respond. They are 
afraid. Now it is one of the most common things Jesus says during his ministry, “Do not be afraid”, here being in 
the presence of God, and being reminded of the fullness of God’s people’s encounter with him, is not an occasion 
for looking down into the ground and lowering oneselves. 
 
3. Jesus touches. God’s very nature is to be incarnate; close, intimate, touching. In the very manifestation of God’s 
glory and majesty, and hearing his voice, God in Christ reaches out and touches so that we need not be afraid and 
can know we are loved. 
 
4. The disciples only see Jesus. They seem to have lost the connection both to Moses and Elijah and all they repre-
sent in the tradition, and also to have lost the view from the mountain and the need to go back down again to en-
gage so that God’s Kingdom will come on earth as it is in heaven. Too often, as well,  we and the church have be-
come too fixated on Jesus that we forget that he comes for his kingdom and our redemption. We can become too 
heavenly minded to be of any earthly use. 
 
4. Jesus says do not tell until you can also tell of the Resurrection. Life in the Kingdom may be costly and hard, 
and sometimes seem unsuccessful or unrewarding, and we can only make sense of it and live it to its fullness when 
we know that new life will come out of death and destruction. 
 
So much for drawing out these four contrasts between Jesus and the disciples on the Transfiguration mount, for the 
last word we must return to the voice of God from the cloud,  ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!’ and offer our response;  
 

1. we are his children;  
2. we are beloved more than we can ask or imagine; 
3. we can listen, we can tell,  
4. because Christ has Risen, we may live his risen life, here and now. 

 
 

   God bless, Andrew 

Prayers 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
Lord of glory, it is good to know you are with us. In peace we make our prayer to you. In trust we confirm our 

faith in you. Help us to set our faces steadfastly to where you would have us go. 
Lords of glory, look with favour on your Church, proclaiming your beloved Son to the world and listening to the 

promptings of his Spirit. May she be renewed in holiness that she may reflect your glory. 
Lord of glory, look with favour on the nations of the world, scarred by hatred, strife, war, plague, and injustice. 

May they be healed by the touch of your hand. 
Lord of glory, look with favour on those in need or distress, suffering as your Son suffered and waiting for the 

salvation you promise. May the daybreak and Christ the Morning Star bring them the light of his presence. 
Lord of glory, it is good if we suffer with you so that we shall be glorified with you. According to your promise 
bring all Christ’s brothers and sisters to see him with their own eyes in majesty and to be changed into his like-

ness from glory to glory. 
To him be praise dominion and worship now and for all eternity. Amen. 

Christ Jesus, the splendour of the Father and the image of his being, draw us to himself and we may share in his 
light and share his glory; and may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among 

us and remain with us always.  
 

Amen.  


