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Watch the service 

God's kindness and mercy 

This week's online service is led by Rev Dr Lee Gatiss, the Director of Church Society. In his sermon, Lee 
reflects on God's kindness and mercy. The prayers are led by Ros Clarke, with readings from Gideon 
Emmanuel and Niv Lobo.

 
 

The service will be broadcast from 9am on the Church of England’s website, Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 

An order of service is available to download online.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/power-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Walsingham%20Service%20OOS%20VF%20AFN.docx.pdf


All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

 

** 

Face masks mandatory, but not for leading 

worship 
BYMADDY FRY 

05 AUGUST 2020 
Church Times 

THERE is new Church of England guidance on face coverings in places of worship, which will be 
mandatory for congregations from Saturday but not for those officiating at a service. 

The move comes after the announcement last Friday by the Prime Minister that, from Saturday 8 
August, the requirement to wear a face covering would be extended to “other indoor settings 
where you’re likely to come into contact with people you do not normally meet, such as museums, 
galleries, cinemas, and places of worship”. 

Church of England guidance, issued on Wednesday, says, however, that there will be exemptions 
for those “who are leading services or events in a place of worship, and those who assist them (for 
instance by reading, preaching, or leading prayer)”. Other worshippers will be required to wear 
masks. 

The exemptions will also cover the bride and bridegroom at a wedding and those 
“officiating/leading”. They do not apply to “those observing the wedding, who should wear face 
coverings consistent with the requirements for any other public space”. 

In line with government advice, children under 11 and people with disabilities or certain health 
conditions are also exempt. 

The Government had previously stated that, from 24 July, face coverings were only to be 
“encouraged” in places of worship, while C of E guidance was that masks were “strongly advised” . 

The guidance in full:  

Face coverings during worship 

In England, face coverings are currently required by law to be worn in shops, supermarkets, indoor 
transport hubs, indoor shopping centres, banks, building societies, post offices and on public 
transport. From 8 August, face coverings are also required by law to be worn in a greater number 
of public indoor settings including places of worship, museums, galleries, cinemas and public 
libraries. 

There are valid exemptions for some individuals and groups to not wear a face covering in these 
settings. In particular, those who are leading services or events in a place of worship, and those 
who assist them (for instance by reading, preaching, or leading prayer) do not always need to 
wear a face covering, although one should be worn especially if physical distancing cannot be 
maintained (i.e. distributing consumables). This exemption does not apply to worshippers, who 
should wear face coverings consistent with the requirements for any other public space. 

Face coverings during weddings 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/journalists/maddy-fry
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/7-august/news/uk/face-coverings-mandatory-in-church-from-8-august-prime-minister-announces
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/boris-johnson
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/worship
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/weddings


In England, face coverings are currently required by law to be worn in shops, supermarkets, indoor 
transport hubs, indoor shopping centres, banks, building societies, post offices and on public 
transport. From 8 August, face coverings are also required by law to be worn in a greater number 
of public indoor settings including places of worship, registry offices, museums, galleries, cinemas 
and public libraries. 

There are valid exemptions for some individuals and groups to not wear a face covering in these 
settings. In particular, those who are leading services or events in a place of worship. Those 
exemptions will also cover the bride and groom at a wedding and those officiating/leading the 
wedding. This exemption does not apply to those observing the wedding, who should wear face 
coverings consistent with the requirements for any other public space. 

 

** 

Archbishop Justin Welby launches 'Together in Unity' coronavirus appeal 

A special initiative called “Together in Unity” has been launched by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury today in response to the COVID-19 crisis. 

The Archbishop has shared a pastoral message to bishops and spouses of the worldwide 
Anglican Communion about the impact of COVID-19, encouraging Anglican dioceses and 
parishes to support one another during this difficult time. 

The video has been shared on what would have been the period of the fifteenth Lambeth 
Conference– a decennial meeting for Anglican bishops and spouses in Canterbury. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the conference has been rescheduled to the British summer of 
2022. 

The message builds on the Archbishop’s message to the communion at the time of the 
announcement, which has encouraged the Anglican Communion “to walk together and be 
good news in the world”. 

The “Together in Unity” initiative (which is being organised by the Anglican Communion 
Fund) will raise funding support for COVID relief in areas of the Communion hardest hit by 
COVID-19 and seek to demonstrate solidarity across the communion. 

Churches and dioceses around the Anglican Communion are providing support services in 
their communities to tackle COVID outbreaks in their settings. Many are in countries where 
the health infrastructure and support measures may be severely under strain.  

The initiative will work to provide income support, facilities for basic hygiene, equipment to 
slow the spread of the virus and food security – including for clergy. It will be one of many 
important COVID-19 appeals that are happening across the Anglican Communion at this 
time. 

Speaking of the pandemic, the Archbishop’s message acknowledges that everyone has been 
affected by the impact of COVID-19 in different ways – and that some communities and 
dioceses have been harder hit than others. 



“The Coronavirus pandemic has hurt families, communities and nations across the world in 
so many ways. In our Communion, there is not one province, diocese or parish that is 
untouched by the pandemic. The body of Christ is hurting. We know that some parts of the 
body are more hurt than others. And they need our help.”  

The Anglican Communion Fund has already allocated over £180k of funding to support 
churches in areas of need across the Communion as part of a special COVID-specific grant 
cycle. 

In Maridi, South Sudan: Over two hundred pastors and lay readers were provided food 
relief, church leaders were trained in virus prevention, and bicycles and hand microphones 
were provided for five pastors to carry virus prevention messages into remote areas through 
an Anglican Communion Fund Grant. 

In Bangladesh: In the midst of job losses and economic pressures from lockdown, hundreds 
of vulnerable families, from both church and wider communities, have received support to 
enable them to buy food and daily necessities. 

The Archbishop’s message also references the book of 1 Peter – the Biblical theme to the 
Lambeth Conference and Psalm 133 saying: “Peter refers to us as living stones, built up as a 
spiritual house. We are the household of faith. The household of God. In Psalm 133, David 
declares how good and pleasant it is for us to dwell together in unity. In this time of global 
crisis, we need to care for the weaker, and the more vulnerable members of the household. 
The pain and suffering of my own sister and brother must become my own pain and 
suffering. I must do what I can to help. By bringing our help across the world, we will fulfil 
our personal responsibility that God has given us through his call to the church.” 

The ‘Together In Unity’ initiative is encouraging bishops and dioceses to share information 
about the campaign in their communities and support however they are able.  

** 

Archbishop of York pays virtual homage to The Queen in historic first 

The Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell paid homage to the Sovereign virtually in a historic 
first. 

Her Majesty The Queen received the oath of allegiance from the newly-appointed 
Archbishop during a video call on Tuesday 21 July 2020, the first time the oath has been 
given virtually. 

The act of newly-appointed bishops paying homage to the Sovereign dates back to the reign 
of Elizabeth I. The oath acts as the bishop’s formal acknowledgement of allegiance to the 
monarch, who is the Supreme Governor of Church of England. 

 

  

https://www.royal.uk/archbishop-york-pays-homage-queen


Service update and forward planning. 
Dear all,  
Now that churches are being slowly re-opened with appropriate hygiene and 
social distancing in place, we will be moving forward in the following way: 
On Sunday 2nd August regular services began across the Benefice with some 
variations than the normal pattern due to continuing guidelines being in place. 
This will also mean that reduced seating capacity will be in place especially across 
the Carrington and Brothertoft Groups and you are advised to contact the Church 
Wardens if you would like to attend. 
On 9th August there will be: 
Morning Worship at Sibsey at 10.30am 

Morning Worship at Kirton Holme at 10.45am 
Please note Holy Communion Services are still suspended at the moment.   
A full list of all services planned for August is provided in the parish magazine, The Bridge. 
 
Cleaning of Churches: 
A full clean of all churches will take place and the churches prepared for worship. Thereafter cleaning will 
be done as it used to be before Covid 19, this will be done on Wednesday Mornings to ensure that the 
premises are free from the Virus. Volunteers are reminded to wear gloves and facemasks at this time. 
All Churches will remain closed except for Wednesday Cleaning and Sunday Worship to help to contain the 
Virus and create a safe environment for people to congregate. 
Sadly there will not be any singing allowed but Organists, Guitarists, or taped music will play at the usual 
positions where communal singing would have taken place.  
 
Details of services will be available on Notice Boards and on the Church Websites. 
It will be a delight to be able to worship with you all and I look forward to doing so safely and responsibly. 
For all those who are still shielding or reluctant or unable to join us, the service will still be available on- 
line as it has been throughout the pandemic, it will follow a similar pattern in church so that we can all in 
one way or another join together in giving worship to God.       
With my blessing upon you all. 
Reverend Clive  
 

Request for helpers to clean Sibsey Church 
Dear friends 

With the current crisis the Parish Church of Sibsey has been closed in line with Government Guidance.  
We can now thankfully re-open our doors for worship and prayer and are seeking to do so from the 3rd 
August. 
We do however have a very elderly regular congregation many of whom have been shielding so it would 
be irresponsible to ask those who have so diligently cleaned the church in the past to continue to do so.  
This is therefore a call to the wider community who love having a church in the village to help us out by 
doing a little cleaning. 
We will have completed a full clean before we re-open in August, and I must say a great big thank you to 
those who have stepped up to clean and sanitize the Lady Chapel every Saturday afternoon to enable 
prayers to be said on the Sunday following.  
If we can get a team together to clean the church on a fortnightly or monthly basis on a Wednesday, the 
requirement would be simply to dust and hoover and to polish where needed in order to keep the church 
prepared for worship and prayer.  
By cleaning on a Wednesday there will be no virus present, so the full cleaning and sanitization programme 
would not be required. 
You can either join a small team to do this remaining socially distant or volunteer to do a slot with one 
other person, although that would require a couple of hours of your time.  



If you would be happy to help I would be delighted to hear from you, let’s work together to keep the 
Church a safe and welcoming place for the whole community. 
With my prayers and best wishes 
Reverend Clive  I can be contacted on 01205 750595 or via vicar.clive@gmail.com 
 

** 
 

Update from the Vicarage: 24th July 2020 
 
Dear friends 
As I write this we are preparing to open once more for Worship! It will be very different but it will also be a 
great joy to be able to come together safely to give worship and praise to the God who is watching over 
every one of us as we go through this difficult time. 
The churches have all been prepared and completed risk assessments in order to be Covid safe and secure. 
For the time being we shall only be using the Orders of Service which I have been sharing on-line and I will 
continue to post that and a reflection on-line so that wherever you are either with us in church or at home 
we can all share in the same act of worship together. 
At the moment because of the social distancing requirements we will only be able to offer a limited seating 
capacity, at Sibsey that will be 30 however that number may well be reduced in the smaller church 
buildings within the benefice, so do please let the Church Wardens or myself know in advance if you can 
that you would like to attend, so that we do not have to turn people away because of the limitation in 
seating capacity. 
We will see how things work out and then hopefully replace the service with Holy Communion when it is 
safe and practical to do so.    
When you come to church you are asked to maintain a safe social distance at all times and signage will 
help to assist you with this. You will be required to wear a face mask throughout the service in order to 
protect those around you. The celebrant and readers because of the need to raise their voices will wear 
protective face screens.   
You will be met at the door and a register will be taken in order to facilitate track and trace in case of an 
outbreak of infection. You will then be escorted to an available seat, please remain in your seats 
throughout the service. Where toilet facilities are available they will be open and directional signs will be in 

place please follow them whilst maintaining social distancing. 
Unfortunately singing is not permitted at this time but our organists will be 
available so that we can at least hear some familiar hymns and music during the 
time we will be together. 
When it is time to leave please exit church from the rear seats first, do not linger 
inside the building and please keep socially distanced from the person in front of 
you.  
I look forward to being able to lead Worship in the churches under my care and I 
ask for your patience and understanding as we seek to share in our thanksgiving to 
God together. 

With my prayers and best wishes 
Reverend Clive 

 

mailto:vicar.clive@gmail.com


  

Service Times – St Botolph’s Church, Boston 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times have temporarily changed to the 
following. Please note that we have also implemented safety measures to protect all who 
visit/worship at St Botolph’s. Our 11am service will also be streamed via Zoom. To join us, please 
email admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain the login details. 

Sunday Services      Mid-week Service 
Said Eucharist – 9.30am    Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am 
Said Eucharist – 11.00am        

 
 

 



Lincoln Cathedral has resumed shared worship 
 
We are once again able to come together in shared 
worship at Lincoln Cathedral. 
 
Worship observes social distancing rules and be held 
in the Nave. Download the Order of Service before 
attending if you can.  If you receive one on arrival 
please take it home with you.  There will be music by 
a cantor and organ but no communal singing. Use 
hand sanitiser provided.  Communion will take place - 
follow the directions given by stewards.  
 
 

Live streaming 
We understand that not everyone will be able, or wish to join us in the Cathedral for services at the 
moment. We will stream our 9.30am Sunday Eucharist live on our Facebook page – 
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral 
 
Daily worship 
Our daily pattern of worship is as follows: 
Monday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Tuesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
8.30am – Holy Communion. 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Wednesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Thursday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
8.30am – Holy Communion 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Friday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Saturday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Sunday 
7.45am – Litany – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
8am – Holy communion (BCP) – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
9.30am – Holy Communion – Nave. 
3.45pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
 
Cathedral open for general visits 
Lincoln Cathedral is now open to tourists, pilgrims and general visitors. 
To welcome back visitors during August, and to thank everyone for their continuing support, there 
is a reduced admission of £5 per adult and children under 16 will be free. As always, admission is 
free on Sundays. 
The doors will be open to visitors from 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday and 11am to 3.30pm on 
Sundays.    
The majority of the Cathedral, including the Cathedral Shop and toilets, will be open for visitors, 
although the library, some chapels and the Refectory will remain closed.  



Library Services Reopened In Lincolnshire 

The re-opening of Mobile and Community Hub libraries will take place later in the summer. All existing loans 

have been extended to 1st September 2020, so those unable to visit, due to shielding or location, do not need to 

worry about incurring any charges. The libraries that are initially reopening are: 

• Boston Library 

• Gainsborough Library 

• Grantham Library 

• Horncastle Library 

• Lincoln Central Library 

• Long Sutton Library 

• Louth Library 

• Mablethorpe Library 

• Market Rasen Library 

• Skegness Library 

• Sleaford Library 

• Stamford Library 

• Spalding Library 

• Woodhall Spa Library 

The opening hours for each location may have changed, so it’s important to check your local library page for 

more information. 

The libraries will operate the following services: 

• Library Takeaway: Call 01522 782010 (10am to 4pm, Monday to Friday) or 

email Lincslibrary.Support@gll.org with your library card number, reading interests and the library you 

wish to collect from, or reserve specific items online yourself, and we'll select and pre-issue them and let 

you know when they are ready to collect. 

• Computer Use: Access a limited number of computers for pre-booked 30 minute sessions 

• Returns: Drop off previously borrowed items and we'll quarantine them for 72 hours before making them 

available for others to borrow. 

Your library experience may look and feel a little different than usual, but as always, our team will be 

there to guide you through: 

• Browsing and borrowing in the main body of the library will not be available. 

• Some services and activities will be unavailable, including print newspapers, magazines, and study and 

seating areas. 

• All room bookings, study spaces, events and programmes such as children’s story time sessions and 

craft clubs, remain suspended until further notice. 

• Our social media programmes will continue, as will access to our online resources including eBooks, 

eAudiobooks, eMagazines, online newspapers and learning resources. View online resources here. 

• To meet the government guidelines for gathering limits and social distancing, entry into each of our 

libraries will be limited to one in one out basis, depending on the size of each location and in time these 

restrictions will be reviewed. 

• Strict hygiene and social distancing rules will be in place and where possible we ask that you visit alone. 

 
** 
 

https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/bostonlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/gainsboroughlibrary
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/council-services/libraries-leisure-heritage/3?documentId=424&categoryId=20128
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/horncastlelibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/lincolncentrallibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/longsuttonlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/louthlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/mablethorpelibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/marketrasenlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/skegnesslibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/sleafordlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/stamfordlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/spaldinglibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/woodhallspalibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire
mailto:Lincslibrary.Support@gll.org
https://www.better.org.uk/what-we-offer/online-resources


  

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/ 

We have had some pictures of absolutely wonderful knitted flowers sent to us. We will always need 
more, so please do keep going! We will let you know when the cut off for sending them is, but you still 
have time. Thank you to all those who have contributed so far, it will be an amazing display. 
We can now accept your knitted flowers in St Botolph's Church, Monday - Friday, 9am - 12noon. 
Alternatively, you can post them to us! The address you need is: 
Flowers of Hope, Rectory Offices, Wormgate, Boston.   PE21 6NP 

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/


 
Daily Hope phone line clocks up two million minutes 

A free phone line offering hymns, prayers, and reflections to tens of thousands of callers after 
church buildings closed because of the coronavirus is to continue despite moves to ease the 
lockdown restrictions. 

Daily Hope, launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, in April, has now received 
173,000 calls from over 37,000 people – with calls topping more than two million minutes. 

The service – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – was set up as a simple new 
way to bring worship and prayer into people’s homes, especially older people and anyone unable 
to join online church services.  

Stories sent to the 
Archbishop from 
across the country 
share how 
the service has 
brought comfort and 
support during these 
difficult times. Many 
who wrote in said 
they had 
recommended the 
line to others. 

The service, set up 
by the Church of 
England nationally, 
has also been 
supported by 
Connections based 
at Holy Trinity 
Claygate in Surrey 
and the Christian 
charity Faith in Later 
Life. 

Archbishop Justin said: “Daily Hope has been a lifeline for tens of thousands of people in the last 
few months. 

“We’ve heard stories of people using it who are regular church attenders and those who 
aren’t. That’s a testimony to the vital importance of Daily Hope. 

“I have been praying for those who have used the phone line, and written to us, that God would 
bring them comfort, not just at this time but in the weeks and months which follow. 

“The Church will continue to look to serve older people, and those who can’t easily get out to a 
church building. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.htclaygate.org/
https://www.htclaygate.org/
https://faithinlaterlife.org/
https://faithinlaterlife.org/


“I look forward to seeing how Daily Hope can go from strength to strength as lockdown restrictions 
are eased.” 

Carl Knightly, chief executive of Faith in Later Life, added: “During the months that lockdown has 
been in place, I am delighted that the Church has brought words of comfort and hope to tens of 
thousands of people and I look forward to that continuing. 

“And while measures begin to ease and church buildings begin to reopen, it’s important that we 
remember the millions of people who may be vulnerable due to their health or their age, and who 
may be reluctant to return to their place of worship. 

“Therefore, I’m pleased to continue supporting the free Daily Hope telephone line and delighted 
that it will remain in place. I hope church leaders, church members, and indeed all who are aware 
of the phone line, will keep sharing this important initiative with others.” 

Callers to the line are welcomed with a short new greeting from the Archbishop before being able 
to choose from a range of options, including hymns, prayers, reflections and advice on COVID-19. 

New material to the service continues to be updated, including mental health reflections voiced by 
Pam Rhodes which started this week and plans for holiday at home material in August as well as 
prayers from the Mothers Union. 

** 

**  

Lincolnshire Heritage Sites have re-opened 
Lincoln Castle’s Victorian Prison and Magna Carta Vault, The Collection Museum, Lincolnshire 
Archives and Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Visitor Centre have re-opened. 
Social distancing will be in place and visits must be pre-booked often up to 7 days in advance.  
Contact the specific site by phone or visit their website for more information in each case.  

International Bomber Command Centre 

The IBCC provides a world-class facility acknowledging the efforts, sacrifices and 
commitment of the men and women, from 62 different nations, who came together in Bomber 
Command during WWII. 

The project also covers the stories of those who suffered as a result of the bombing 
campaigns and those whose survival was guaranteed by the humanitarian operations of 
Bomber Command. 

If you plan to visit this venue please ensure you book tickets in advance on 
www.internationalbcc.co.uk or call 01522 514755. 

 

http://www.internationalbcc.co.uk/


 

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you 
are in Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our 

helpline number, 0800 138 1710.  Visit  www.lrsn.co.uk 

** 

 

Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom 
Study app even if you are well.  Help science beat the virus. 

    Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

  

https://covid.joinzoe.com/


 
Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Mental health 

• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 
uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health


• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  
 

Faith leaders make call for environment-focused economic recovery 
UK faith leaders have called on the Government to ensure its economic recovery plan does not 
bypass care for the Environment.  Marking the end of the first half of London Climate Action Week, 
representatives from UK faith groups have signed an open letter to the UK Government urging it to 
ensure that its economic recovery strategy is centred on the urgent need to reduce the impact of 
climate change. 

In the letter, the signatories, some of whom are members of the ‘Faith for the Climate’ network, 
also commit to the goals of the Laudato Si encyclical – an initiative of Pope Francis – to advocate 
for and model positive initiatives to continue to tackle the Climate Emergency.  The open letter 
includes: 

“COVID-19 has unexpectedly taught us a great deal. Amidst the fear and the grief for loved ones 
lost, … We have rediscovered our sense of how interconnected the world is. The very health and 
future of humanity depends on our ability to act together not only with respect to pandemics but 
also in protecting our global eco-system… 
“Many people have discovered a deeper sense of spirituality. We have seen the possibility of 
creating a more sustainable and generous society in which we care more deeply for each other 
and the world… 
“This unique moment calls us to develop a shared new vision for our future which we cannot afford 
to miss. As faith leaders we are committed to working alongside the people and governments of 
this nation and the world to formulate and live by such a vision.” 
Those signed the letter include:    

Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury and Church of England lead Bishop on 
Environmental Affairs 

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg, Rabbi, New North London Synagogue and Senior Rabbi of Masorti 
Judaism 

Bishop John Arnold, RC Bishop of Salford and lead on Environment for the Catholic Bishop’s’ 
Conference of England and Wales 

Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, Bishop of London 

Qari Muhammad Asim MBE, Chair, Mosques & Imams National Advisory Board 

 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources


 
 
 
 

 
 



 


