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Watch the service 

Prepare for the new term with this week's service from Holy Trinity Platt. In his sermon, 
Rev Dr. Paul Mathole reminds us that the way to find true life is to give our life to Jesus, just as he gave 
his life for us.

 
The service will be broadcast from 9am on the Church of England’s website, Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 

An order of service is available to download online.  

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/power-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Walsingham%20Service%20OOS%20VF%20AFN.docx.pdf


** 

Lincoln Cathedral Chapter Letter: Preserve, savour and enjoy 

 
I was given the gift of a jar of this season’s honey during the week and it got me musing about symbols of 
fruitfulness and productivity. The co-operation between the natural world and humankind working together to 
bring forth the fruits of the earth. 
  
It has been a tough week for our farmers, trying to gather in the crops amidst storms and torrential rainfall. As an 
enthusiastic grow-your-own gardener, I too was dismayed to find a burgeoning courgette plant snapped in two 
and the runner bean poles leaning at a precarious angle on my vegetable patch after the violent winds had 
passed through Lincoln. 
  
As I pondered the jar of honey, it prompted me to dig out a favourite recipe for green tomato chutney. Judging by 
the autumnal feel in the air the vast quantity of unripe tomatoes I have cultivated from seed are unlikely all to 
successfully ripen this year. It also had me thinking about a couple of jars of preserves from years long past that 
sit stubbornly on a shelf. The marrow and ginger jam made from overgrown courgettes and the spicy runner 
bean pickle that turned out to be somewhat unappetizing! I am resolved to consign them to the bin and accept 
that I am never likely to enjoy them. 
  
As we consider the harvest of this past year’s labour out on the fields and in our gardens, both the successes 
and the failures, it gives us an opportunity to evaluate what else we have found rewarding or frustrating in the 
year to date. What has been fruitful and rewarding? What would we want to bottle and preserve to savour and 
enjoy? 
  
There have been many lessons of Covid-19 and the experience of lockdown. Not all of them are negative. New 
skills have been learnt. We have embraced modern technology. A greater sense of community has been 
cultivated – remember those conversations and check-ins with our neighbours as we stood on the doorstep to 
clap for carers.  Spiritual resourcefulness and creativity in worship has deepened. We have learnt to talk about 
our personal struggles and name the challenges with mental health or loneliness. The opportunity to carefully 
meet with friends and loved ones has been a source of real joy and celebration. The environment has gained 
protection through our inactivity and lesser consumption of fuel and commodities.  Inequalities have come into 
focus and been challenged. It is important not to lose this valuable insight. 
  
I wonder what wisdom or gift of grace you would metaphorically place in a jar to label and preserve in the 
Autumn of 2020? 
  
As we continue this long and difficult journey together, it is good to have in our inner storehouse provisions to 
sustain us, memories of love, hope and kindness to uplift us and the gift of an enduring faith to nurture us. 
Together I am sure we would produce a vast and glorious array. 
  
DEAN CHRISTINE 
 

Face masks mandatory, but not for leading 

worship 
BYMADDY FRY 

05 AUGUST 2020 
Church Times 

THERE is new Church of England guidance on face coverings in places of worship, which will be 
mandatory for congregations from Saturday but not for those officiating at a service. 

The move comes after the announcement last Friday by the Prime Minister that, from Saturday 8 
August, the requirement to wear a face covering would be extended to “other indoor settings 
where you’re likely to come into contact with people you do not normally meet, such as museums, 
galleries, cinemas, and places of worship”. 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/journalists/maddy-fry
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/7-august/news/uk/face-coverings-mandatory-in-church-from-8-august-prime-minister-announces
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/boris-johnson
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/worship


Church of England guidance, issued on Wednesday, says, however, that there will be exemptions 
for those “who are leading services or events in a place of worship, and those who assist them (for 
instance by reading, preaching, or leading prayer)”. Other worshippers will be required to wear 
masks. 

The exemptions will also cover the bride and bridegroom at a wedding and those 
“officiating/leading”. They do not apply to “those observing the wedding, who should wear face 
coverings consistent with the requirements for any other public space”. 

In line with government advice, children under 11 and people with disabilities or certain health 
conditions are also exempt. 

The Government had previously stated that, from 24 July, face coverings were only to be 
“encouraged” in places of worship, while C of E guidance was that masks were “strongly advised” . 

The guidance in full:  

Face coverings during worship 

In England, face coverings are currently required by law to be worn in shops, supermarkets, indoor 
transport hubs, indoor shopping centres, banks, building societies, post offices and on public 
transport. From 8 August, face coverings are also required by law to be worn in a greater number 
of public indoor settings including places of worship, museums, galleries, cinemas and public 
libraries. 

There are valid exemptions for some individuals and groups to not wear a face covering in these 
settings. In particular, those who are leading services or events in a place of worship, and those 
who assist them (for instance by reading, preaching, or leading prayer) do not always need to 
wear a face covering, although one should be worn especially if physical distancing cannot be 
maintained (i.e. distributing consumables). This exemption does not apply to worshippers, who 
should wear face coverings consistent with the requirements for any other public space. 

Face coverings during weddings 

In England, face coverings are currently required by law to be worn in shops, supermarkets, indoor 
transport hubs, indoor shopping centres, banks, building societies, post offices and on public 
transport. From 8 August, face coverings are also required by law to be worn in a greater number 
of public indoor settings including places of worship, registry offices, museums, galleries, cinemas 
and public libraries. 

There are valid exemptions for some individuals and groups to not wear a face covering in these 
settings. In particular, those who are leading services or events in a place of worship. Those 
exemptions will also cover the bride and groom at a wedding and those officiating/leading the 
wedding. This exemption does not apply to those observing the wedding, who should wear face 
coverings consistent with the requirements for any other public space. 

 

** 

Report: The toll of lockdown on low-income families 

Coronavirus has left low-income families struggling with a significant deterioration in living standards 
and high stress levels a new report from Child Poverty Action Group and the Church of England finds. 

The report, Poverty in the pandemic: The impact of coronavirus on low-income families and children  - 
based on a survey of families with children who are eligible for free school meals - found around eight 
in 10 respondents reported being in a worse financial position than before the pandemic, and half were 
much worse off  because their income had fallen while costs have.   

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/weddings
https://cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/policypost/Poverty-in-the-pandemic.pdf


Nearly nine in 10 respondents reported spending substantially more than before on food, electricity, 
and other essentials – usually because they have been at home much more.  Many families also said 
that the cost of food had gone up significantly during the early part of lockdown. 

The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, who speaks for the Church of England on matters relating to 
children and families, said: "Although some commentators have talked about the last few months as an 
opportunity to live a simpler lifestyle, this report sets out in stark detail how for many families it has 
been a constant struggle. 
"It bears out what churches have experienced first-hand in every community: that families have been 
placed under huge strain; that the worst off have again been worst hit and, for many, things now could 
get worse rather than better. 
"In these unprecedented times, we all need to ask ourselves urgently how we can help our neighbour. It 
is also imperative that the Government does all that it can to protect families and children by 
implementing the practical recommendations in this report. We all must play our part." 

Alison Garnham, Chief Executive of Child Poverty Action Group, said: "Low-income parents have been 
living under a cloud of anxiety in lockdown - trying to find money for family basics as their costs have 
been rising. That’s taken a very heavy toll on the health and well-being of the worst affected parents 
and children.  
"We all want to protect children and families from the effects of the coronavirus recession and to 
prevent a growth in poverty following the pandemic.  But the support we offer low-income parents just 
doesn’t meet the additional costs of raising children and there was nothing in the Government’s 
emergency support schemes to correct this shortfall.  Child benefit alone has lost £5 of its value since 
2010 because of sub-inflationary uprating and freezes.    
"Re-investing in children’s benefits and widening access to free school meals should be the priorities 
now to protect family incomes and to support children’s life chances.    As the Government’s Covid-19 
emergency support schemes are tapered away in the coming months, more help will be needed for 



struggling families who have lost jobs or taken income drops.   Otherwise they will have only more 
hardship on their horizon." 

** 

Church of England and RSCM await next steps following study into 
singing safety 

The Church of England and Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) will await updated 
guidance on singing in places of worship after findings of a Government-backed study 
were published. 

The research project, known as "PERFORM", published its findings on Thursday, having set 
out to measure aerosol production from humans. 

It measured singing, speaking and breathing in a zero-background environment which linked 
aerosol production to specific vocalisations. 

 

Researchers reported a steep rise in aerosol mass with increase in the loudness of the 
singing and speaking, rising by as much as a factor of 20-30. However, it was also found that 
singing does not produce substantially more aerosol than speaking at a similar volume.  

The RSCM’s Director, Hugh Morris said: “We welcome this news, and are thankful for the 
enormous effort on the part of all those involved with the research, who have made it 
possible to release the results in such a short time-frame. 

https://chemrxiv.org/articles/preprint/Comparing_the_Respirable_Aerosol_Concentrations_and_Particle_Size_Distributions_Generated_by_Singing_Speaking_and_Breathing/12789221


“Singing is of such importance in worship, and this is a really encouraging step towards its 
safe resumption. 

“It is of course vital that all choirs and singing groups follow the relevant government advice, 
and so we look forward to receiving the latest guidance in this important area.”  

In June, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who leads the Church of England’s Recovery 
group, called for a proactive approach to the safe resumption of singing in churches and 
cathedrals. 

Since last week, it has been permissible for choirs to resume singing with appropriate 
distancing, although congregational singing is not yet allowed. It is not yet known how 
Government guidance will be amended in light of the study. 

The Church of England and RSCM both regularly update their advice following the 
publication of Government guidance. 

** 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/music-our-churches-and-cathedrals
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/music-our-churches-and-cathedrals


 

  

Service Times – St Botolph’s Church, Boston 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times have temporarily changed to the 
following. Please note that we have also implemented safety measures to protect all who 
visit/worship at St Botolph’s. Our 11am service will also be streamed via Zoom. To join us, please 
email admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain the login details. 

Sunday Services      Mid-week Service 
Said Eucharist – 9.30am    Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am 
Said Eucharist – 11.00am        

 
 

 



Lincoln Cathedral has resumed shared worship 
 
We are once again able to come together in shared 
worship at Lincoln Cathedral. 
 
Worship observes social distancing rules and be held 
in the Nave. Download the Order of Service before 
attending if you can.  If you receive one on arrival 
please take it home with you.  There will be music by 
a cantor and organ but no communal singing. Use 
hand sanitiser provided.  Communion will take place - 
follow the directions given by stewards.  
 
 

Live streaming 
We understand that not everyone will be able, or wish to join us in the Cathedral for services at the 
moment. We will stream our 9.30am Sunday Eucharist live on our Facebook page – 
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral 
 
Daily worship 
Our daily pattern of worship is as follows: 
Monday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Tuesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
8.30am – Holy Communion. 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Wednesday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Thursday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
8.30am – Holy Communion 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Friday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine.  
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Saturday 
8am – Morning Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine 
5.30pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Sunday 
7.45am – Litany – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
8am – Holy communion (BCP) – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
9.30am – Holy Communion – Nave. 
3.45pm – Evening Prayer – St Hugh’s Shrine. 
 
Cathedral open for general visits 
Lincoln Cathedral is now open to tourists, pilgrims and general visitors. 
To welcome back visitors during August, and to thank everyone for their continuing support, there 
is a reduced admission of £5 per adult and children under 16 will be free. As always, admission is 
free on Sundays. 
The doors will be open to visitors from 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturday and 11am to 3.30pm on 
Sundays.    
The majority of the Cathedral, including the Cathedral Shop and toilets, will be open for visitors, 
although the library, some chapels and the Refectory will remain closed.  



** 

 

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in 

Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline 
number, 0800 138 1710.  Visit  www.lrsn.co.uk 

** 

Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom 
Study app even if you are well.  Help science beat the virus. 

    Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

  

https://covid.joinzoe.com/


 

Rural church boasts viral fame as it attracts viewers from Wiltshire beauty 
spots 

A rural benefice has used YouTube explanatory videos on Christianity filmed in beauty spots to 
encourage people in their faith during lockdown. 

The viral fame – which has seen more than 10 000 views in just a few months – has come as a surprise 
to those in the Benefice of Broughton Gifford, Great Chalfield and Holt in Wiltshire who are behind the 
project. 

The benefice decided to use the name ‘Faith In Our Village’ when they moved to an online -only mode of 
worship due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

With a growing audience for their online service, Rector, Canon Andrew Evans decided to launch a 
discipleship course including information on how to become a Christian. 

Films, shot using scenic local landmarks such as Wiltshire Packhorse Bridge, resonated with audiences 
far and wide, with at least two people reaching out to the benefice directly to say they had made a 
commitment to Jesus after watching the video 

Other areas of outstanding natural beauty used in the group’s videos include Heaven’s Gate which 
overlooks Longleat House. Canon Andrew Evans, however, confirmed he was not interrupted in his 
filming by the historic landmark’s famous meerkats.  

He said: ‘We are in such strange times, and as a church must ensure we get the Gospel out. I feel an 
unspoken Gospel is no Gospel at all.’ 

Adding: ‘We are trying to get people to be Christ-like disciples who make Christ-like disciples.’ 

The success of the initiative has seen viewers watch over 1800 hours’ worth of video content.  

Canon Andrew Evans quipped: ‘I never thought I’d own a selfie stick, but I have one now. It’s all just 
been done by a smartphone.’ 

Now, however, with the help of online tutorials, the team behind the films have grown and deepened 
their knowledge of the necessary technology. 

The group’s use of YouTube has also developed. At the start of lockdown there was just one long video 
of the whole offering for the week, but now the group are using playlists of short, shareable, videos.  

The congregation have also been ‘mobilised’ to share clips with people who may not be Christians or 
regular churchgoers. 

All the hard work is now paying off, with people reaching out to explore more deeply both the content 
in the videos and their own faith. 

The digital series continues on the group’s YouTube and on their website. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWQCcepuKMHijUDz-Symn8w
https://faithinourvillage.org/


Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

 
Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/ 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/


 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 


