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Before this Hills Echo starts, a few 
words about Bill. Bill Shearer made a 
real impact in the village. He was 
Chairman of the Parish Council, he 
sang with the West Malvern Voices, 
he walked, he cycled, for a time he 
cooked at the Brewers Arms. More 
recently he cared lovingly and loyally 
for his second wife Val. And he did 
everything with a roguish twinkle 
and a ready laugh. He would have  
enjoyed being accompanied from his 
home here to the church by his son 
and other members of his family, 
friends and a bagpiper in full regalia. 

Bill, we shall miss you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section One: Local Amenities 
 

Sugarloaf café & shop 
We’re very happy to let you know that we are re-opening our 
outside seating area on Monday the 23rd July.  We look 
forward to welcoming you back to enjoy a hot drink from our 
delicious selection of teas and coffees along with a slice of 
home made cake. Or if it’s a hot sunny day why not indulge in 
a Just Rachel ice cream. Other ice-creams also 
available.   The shop will continue to have a range of fresh 
fruit and veg as well as other pantry items. We hope to be 
able to bring back our lunch menu at a later date. We look 
forward to seeing you soon. 
 
The Brewers Arms is… 
OPEN AGAIN! Monday-Friday 4pm to close 
Saturday-Sunday 12-12. 
Phase One of the pub garden project has been 
completed, and Simon and John are looking 
forward optimistically to further developments. 
 
THE LYTTELTON WELL Café and Bookshop(Tel: 
573702):  
The Bookshop and the Café are up and running again 
Monday - Saturday!  
Opening times: Bookshop 10-4pm; Café 10-3pm. 
Online and telephone counselling service - 563456. 
 
Malvern Foodbank  welcomes donations of provisions 
and money and new volunteers.-The Well continues to 
operate as a collection point for the Foodbank. 
 
 



 

REPAIR CAFE  
Demand for sharpening has slowed down recently and should 
you still have items that require attention, please do get in touch 
and I shall send you a registration form and directions to Andy's 
unit on Spring Lane.  
 
A reminder that our lockdown repair service is still in place and 
we're now accepting all items.  
 
Unfortunately, it may be many months before we can re-open 
our doors at the Quaker Meeting House and we hope that this 
mobile service will go some way to compensate for our enforced 
closure. 
Information about this system, please contact:  

Jan - 01684 439123/07565 909654  

or  Chris – 01684 438539/07751 818088   

 
 

Malvern Independent Bookshop on Red Lion Bank off 
Belle Vue Terrace.  
Now open again, Tuesday to Saturday. 10-2pm. 
There’s a wonderful range of books, and you can also 
order by phone. This is our bookshop, so do support it! 
Tel. 564788 

   
 
 
“Greenlink 2” 
Visit the new zero waste shop at Cowleigh Road, WR14 1QD! Open 
Tues 10-7, Sat 10-3 – all organic; food and cleaning products etc. 
Take your own containers or buy their reusable bags and glass 
containers. It’s in addition to the organic shop and cafe Greenlink in 
Graham Road. Highly recommended (Ed)    
              

Section Two: Local Groups 
West Malvern WI 
Since	life	changed	back	in	March,	we	have	not	been	able	to	meet	up.	
However	like	families	and	groups	all	over	the	world,	we	have	taken	to	
connecting	virtually	and	holding	our	meetings	via	Zoom!		Between	16	and	
23	members	have	got	together	each	month	since	April	(on	Thursday	
evenings	as	usual	but	finishing	in	time	to	clap	for	the	NHS).		It	has	been	
really	lovely	to	take	the	opportunity	to	catch	up,	and	to	share	positive	
news	about	our	lockdown	experiences,	whether	it	was	hearing	the	first	
cuckoo,	a	newly	discovered	walk,	making	masks,	helping	out	in	the	
community	or	taking	up	a	new	skill.	We	have	all	felt	so	privileged	to	be	
living	in	such	a	beautiful	area	and	being	able	to	witness	the	
transformations	of	spring	and	summer	in	the	natural	world	around	us.	
	In	June	we	focused	on	three	fascinating	talks	from	our	members.	Pat	has	
been	making	scrubs	in	all	shapes	and	sizes	for	Worcestershire	NHS	and	
transformed	her	house	into	a	sewing	workshop	and	laundry.	Cathy	loved	
taking	part	in	the	self-isolation	choir,	a	worldwide	initiative	that	saw	3500	
members	practicing	for	two	months	and	finally	performing	Handel’s	
Messiah.	They	are	currently	working	on	Elijah	by	Mendelssohn.	
Meanwhile	Catrin	has	been	delving	deep	into	discovering	the	socially	
history	of	a	family	house	and	discovering	how	you	can	start	with	bricks	
and	mortar	but	then	discover	how	they	shaped	the	surroundings	and	the	
lives	of	those	people	living	there	over	the	centuries,	bringing	life	to	dry	
deeds	on	paper.	She	is	also	involved	with	the	village	archives.	We	also	
discovered	interesting	facts	about	our	members,	and	discovered	that	
amongst	us	we	have	a	fossil	collector,	a	ballroom	champion,	a	chess	
champion,	and	a	romantic	novelist.		With	plenty	of	time	at	home,	
members	have	been	gardening,	finally	meeting	up	with	families	and	
much-missed	grandchildren,	researching	family	history,	learning	Welsh	
and	mastering	crochet.	Sally	has	also	completed	her	first	draft	of	her	
book	about	Lady	Howard	de	Walden	the	local	philanthropist	who	built	St	
James’	House	(now	the	Elim	Centre).	Ruth	is	also	taking	part	in	the	Covid	
Symptoms	study.		Our	Zoom	meetings	have	been	a	much	appreciated	
way	for	us	to	keep	in	touch,	and	to	stay	connected,	when	life	has	become	
so	strange.	Jennie	has	kindly	stayed	on	as	President	and	has	adapted	
brilliantly	to	running	our	virtual	meetings	so	that	everyone	has	their	
say.		Zoom	has		been	a	godsend,	but	we	are	very	much	hoping	that	in	
August	we	will	finally	be	able	to	meet	up	outside	for	a	socially	distanced	
picnic!	



West Malvern Garden and Nature Club: 
Carole Houghton has produced a super 
lockdown Over The Fence for our members, 
with some stunning photos: Look out for 
another edition! 
Helen Tudge is the Club Secretary; she can be 
contacted via Hills Echo Editor. 
 
 
 
The West Malvern Voices … 
…did manage one live performance this month, singing near 
the graveside of Mr Bill Shearer – from the field next door to St 
James’s. Socially distanced, but good to be together again, even 
though this was for us a very sad occasion. Bill was one of our 
most loyal and keenest members; his teasing and good humour 
and his booming voice will be terribly missed. 
 
 

West Malvern Archive Project: The Village Hall is the repository for West 
Malvern Archives from 1900 to the present day.  Currently the Archives are subject 
to a major overhaul to make them more accessible via a digital format.  Alongside 
this work is a project instigated by the late Neville Taylor, one of the Village’s 
historians. His aim was to map all houses built up to 1905 and provide a digitised 
record of their histories and occupants.  His research is now available to those 
working on the Archives and, it is hoped, can be brought to fruition.  The first stage 
is to map and record the upward of 30 shops and businesses that have been, or 
still are, in the Village. 

If you would like to be involved in this venture, either through helping with the 
research, or providing written or anecdotal information please contact either Jen 
Close (jenclose2@icloud.com)  or Catrin Osborn (meredith.catrin@gmail.com) for 
for further information.   

 
 
 

The Village Hall Committee: Any enquiries our website 
is www.westmalvernvillagehall.net, or call the Secretary - 
891650. All Hall bookings and enquiries to Jen Close - 
jenclose2@icloud.com  100club: wmvh@gmail.com   
 
 
 
 

 
Malvern Hills Community Led Housing  

A new way of answering local housing needs 
We are a small group of ordinary people who have the vision to 
provide truly affordable, good quality, energy-efficient homes built 
by your community for your community.  This is a bottom-up 
approach to home-building that puts the needs of the people first.  
Homes are designed and built with consideration of local housing 
needs and the environment, owned and managed by the community 
and not for personal profit.  
We are looking for new members to join our steering group.  If you 
have land to sell in the Malvern area we would also like to hear 
from you. 
For more information, please email:  malvernhillsclt@gmail.com 
 
 
Worcestershire County Council Let's Waste Less Scheme. 
This is designed to encourage people to recycle where 
possible, not to waste food and to compost. We usually do 
this by having a presence at various events. During the lock 
down we are being encouraged to continue to spread the 
message!website links  
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/letswasteless/homepage/1/t
he_homepage 
https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/ 



  Section Three : Church News 
 
Now that churches are allowed to reopen we are, together with Holy 
Trinity, looking at possibilities for August and beyond. 
In the meanwhile we continue to join in with short Sunday morning 
services at 10.30 via telephone conferencing; there is also a weekly 
Evening Compline service at 6.30 via the phone link.  
 
St James’s has been open for individual private 
prayer, with special arrangements on account of 
the pandemic, for some time. Now we have 
decided to continue and hopefully develop this 
facility, [promoting it more widely. During the 
day St James’s is a lovely place to escape the 
bustle of life for a while, or indeed some folk 
already use the Jubilee Orchard, just beyond 
the lower churchyard, for a “quiet sit and 
think.” In the right season there may also be 
some apples and plums that anyone is welcome 
to try! 
 
 
 
Eileen	Tomlin	has	been	ministering	to	us	all	at	St	James’s	and	Holy	Trinity	
during	Lockdown.	Having	mastered	the	technology	for	leading	a	
telephone	Compline	service,	she	is	going	to	cycle	32	miles	a	day	for	7	
days	to	raise	money	for	Acorns	Hospice		
If	you	could	show	your	support	to	her	by	sponsoring	her	via	her	virgin	
money	page	https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/EileenTomlin	it	
would	be	most	appreciated.	
 	
Christians	against	Poverty:	Enquiries	about	new	appointments	for	clients	
can	now	be	made	by	phone:	0800	328	006.	
 
 
A prayer for the present times: 

Almighty and All–loving God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
we pray to you through Christ the Healer 
for those who suffer from the Coronavirus Covid–19 
here and across the world. 
We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn  
the loss of each and every person who has died as a result  
of contracting the disease. 
Give wisdom to policymakers, 
skill to healthcare professionals and researchers, 
comfort to everyone in distress 
and a sense of calm to us all in these days  
of uncertainty and distress. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord 
who showed compassion to the outcast, 
acceptance to the rejected 
and love to those to whom no love was shown. 
Amen.    
 
The Governing Body of St.James Primary School are looking to recruit a new 
member to that team from the local community. 
The Governing Body is responsible for setting the strategic direction of the school, 
and holding the Head teacher to account for the School Development Plan. We 
achieve that aim by visiting the school and discussing different aspects of the 
development plan with teachers. 
We have 6 full meetings a year (at the beginning and end of each term) and then 
in between there may be smaller group meetings and a visit to complete - all of 
which will take around 10 hours a term. There is New Governor Training and 
support - you don't need any experience. However, if you have any experience of 
Early Years  Education, Personal, Relationship and Health Education or Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities then that would be of help to the team. 
If you would like more information or to apply to join the team then please contact 
the Clerk to the Governors. Clerkstjamesce@gmail.com 
 
 
St James’s Church 
Deacon: Rev. Rosemary Herbert, 572497  
Warden: David Matthews, 236 West Malvern Rd. 567328  
As we are for the time being without either a Vicar or a Curate:  
For enquiries on Baptisms, Weddings, Banns of Marriage, or 
any church or pastoral matter, please contact either David 
Matthews or Rosemary Herbert. 
 



A Personal View 
 
 
My Climate Crisis  
(this is a synopsis of a two-page article explaining why Johnny 
Birks joined Extinction Rebellion.  If you would like to read the 
whole thing, please email him at mustelap@icloud.com and he will 
send you a copy) 
 
It is indisputable that human activity has a) pushed our global 
climate dangerously close to a catastrophic tipping point and b) 
plunged us into a wildlife extinction episode that leaves Britain as 
one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world.  In response, 
many states, including our own, have declared a Climate Emergency 
and have set targets to address the primary cause, which is our over-
dependence upon climate-harming fossil fuels. For 30 years we have 
failed to meet any of these targets – and we continue to fail - so we 
must prepare for serious challenges as our climate breaks down. 
 
To deal with my anxiety and rage about the future my grandchildren 
face, I cannot accept this situation; I need to act in order to persuade 
my government to do what it should to protect us.  Polite lobbying 
has failed, so we need a more effective approach.  Justification for 
mischievous action arises because, when a government fails in its 
primary duty to safeguard its people – as I feel ours is doing by not 
acting urgently on this matter - it is in breach of the binding social 
contract between the state and the electorate.  I don’t want to be a 
rebel, but I have no choice.  My frustration has only grown during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, when our government showed that it can 
act (quite) promptly on scientific evidence to tackle a crisis.  
 
In 2019 I became aware of a new movement - Extinction Rebellion - 
that is using creative ways to press governments around the world to 
act on the climate crisis.  Attending my first meeting in Malvern I 
was welcomed by the loveliest, bravest, most caring, empathetic, 
optimistic and community-minded bunch of people I have ever met 
– and several of them live in West Malvern!   
 

 
 
More treats from Sue Dakin! 
 
 
 
 
HOPE 
In the midst of it all find hope 
Hope against hope 
Look for it in the sunrise 
In the spaces between the rain 
And in the evening shadows 
 
Believe in the  possibilities 
Of dreams and desires 
Wishes of a child’s expectations  
In the mornings when they wake 
 
Carry hope like a candle 
Search for future goodness 
For what is life without hope 
And what is hope without faith 
 
SLEEPING  
We have been sleeping 
In acquiescence  
Acceptance in silence 
Partial suspension 
In slumberland  
Dreaming  
We fall into a deep torpor 
Hibernation  
Aestivation  
Creating a new world 
In mellow song 
And thoughtful verse 
We stitch 
We sew 
And walk in the woods 
Waiting  
Waiting  
And wondering 
Is it safe  
To wake up 
 
 



SLOTH 
There¹s nowhere to go today 
We have forgotten the time 
Morning comes with the sun 
But we don¹t see it 
Inertia hangs from the tree 
And moves slowly through the forest 
Look for the light between the trees 
Seek motivation and need 
Get up you sleepyhead 
Wake up from the land of nod 
And find another way 
Through the murkiness 
There is much to do 
Go to the Ant 
Consider her ways and be wise 
 
GREED 
Greed will come looking for you 
The eagerness of man 
To possess, to crave 
Wealth and power 
Suck Mother Earth dry 
Of all her treasures 
Avaricious fools 
Steal the sun 
In rapacious desire 
The more you get  
The more you want 
To such a weakness 
You will succumb  
In covetousness  
Resist if you dare 
 
 

From The Editor  

Please email in copy AT ANY TIME, 
then I can try to judge when a next 
“Coviod issue” is viable. Stay well! 
David Matthews Tel; 567328 email: 
matthews.greenbank@virgin.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 


