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Parish Contacts: 
 

Priest in Charge 
Rev. Tracey Caswell  
07742 999633 
Email: revtlharvey@gmail.com 
 

Associate Priest  
Rev. Sue Godsmark 
01621 891513 
Email : suegodsmark@aol.com  
 

If you are unable to contact the Priest or 
Associate Priest please speak to the Churchwarden: 
 

Churchwarden 
Karen Tarpey:      01621 892122 
 

Services 
Details of services can be found on page 10. 
 

Baptisms 
For enquiries about baptisms, please contact Rev’d Sue 
Godsmark. 
 

Magazine: 
Enquiries:  Helen Mutton:   01621 891067 
Adverts:   Pauline Stebbing:  01621 892059  
Email:  parishmagazinetotham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website:  
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657 

 

St Peter’s Church Contact  Details 
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Ministry Team Message 
 

September makes me think of lengthening shadows and a subtle yet notable 
change in the quality of sunlight and sound.  My strongest association with 
September though, alongside celebrating Harvest Festival towards the end of 
the month, is the beginning of a fresh academic year.  I always find it an exciting 
thought. It is the all change of a new year with the opportunity to learn something 
as yet unknown, even so it can be a daunting time for everyone returning after 
the summer break. 
 

After recent months of home learning, it will be good to see all children and 
students back to schools, colleges and universities. Let us hope this is what is 
now happening. Fortunately, learning can take place anywhere, at any time, but 
the face to face exchange of knowledge in the classroom remains a vital part of 
learning. 
 

Change has been a new constant since March and the lock down. It is a time of 
change. We find ourselves questioning and thinking about the way we organise 
our lives. It would be so easy to let ourselves be overwhelmed by all the talk.  
And yet, it offers everyone a fresh learning opportunity.  
 

Right now, there is a challenge to learn to make good changes that benefit 
everyone. Put right some of the wrongs that have left long shadows across past 
history – injustice, inequality, prejudice. What is our hope for the future? Where 
does our hope come from? 
 

I find it impossible to read The Bible without encountering the hope that we can 
choose to have in God and in his son Jesus, who died to save us from the worst 
of ourselves. So, having chosen that hope, when asked the question I would 
say, ‘My hope is in God who freely gave me Jesus, my Saviour.’ For me, Jesus 
is the ultimate game changer. However inadequate I feel at times, our God is 
unchanging in his love. My strength comes from knowing that his love includes 
me. 
 

Each moment of our life brings new opportunities to grow, to learn, to change, to 
live; and, as we have had to realise more starkly in past months, brings too that 
one last moment to die. And yet, despite the suffering and sadness all around, I 
have been inspired by the sheer wonder of people everywhere. People doing 
small and great things that really make a difference; and by people being 
creative, kind and compassionate. I see the hand of God’s love at work in the 
lives of these people. 
 

There is a newness in this time of change, a freshness and truth that reveals 
what we can be when we are giving of ourselves in hope that things can be 
better.  
 

/continued on page 5 

 

Church News 
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Church News 

In your prayers at home this month, please include: 
 

Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway; 
 

Adam, Keith, Mick, John, Pat, Sylvia, Dennis, Laura and David. 

 

If you are considering baptism for yourself or your children, confirmation, 
weddings, funeral arrangements, Holy Communion at home, or you 
would just like a visit, please get in touch with Rev. Tracey Caswell, 
Rev. Sue Godsmark or the Churchwarden (see page 3 for contact 
details). 

St Peter’s Church Electoral Roll 2020 -2021 
 

If you are currently on the Church Electoral Roll and wish to renew 
membership for another year, or are not yet a member but wish to be so 
for 2020-2021, now is the time to complete the necessary paperwork.  
 
Forms are available in St Peter’s church and should be returned by 5th 
September at the latest to: 
 
Colin Heaviside, Electoral Roll Officer, St Peter’s Church 
c/o 12 Totham Hill Green, Great Totham, CM9 8DX  

/continued from page 4 
 

We have to live in this world.  We are challenged by pandemic and battered by 
climate change and pollution - conditions produced by how we have chosen to 
live, how we use earth’s resources. It is not possible to distance ourselves from 
the choices of one another. We are in this, as ever, together.  
 

This September as we go about our daily life, maybe we can sow seeds of 
encouragement as we go, enter this year’s school of life to learn and encourage 
one another to look towards a better future. Even in the midst of the difficulties 
we face, we can live in hope.  
 

We can learn more about being the best we can be, not for ourselves but for one 
another. Whatever September brings, I trust in God to sustain the earth and our 
life and breath. May God gift us all with his wisdom because we are the ones 
with our feet touching earth and the task of recovery towards a better and 
brighter harvest is in our hands. 
 

Jan Barlow from Tollesbury, 

Authorised Local Lay Preacher with The Blackwater Benefice  
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Online Worship at St Peter’s Church 
 

Rev. Tracey and others within the Blackwater Benefice are regularly 
broadcasting a ‘Morning Prayer’ on our Facebook page at approximately 
10am each day.  You do not need a Facebook account to view, as, 
where practicable, we will be providing a link to these broadcasts from 
our website under the heading ‘Morning Prayer for Today’: 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/  
 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchGreatTotham/ 
 

North Blackwater Parishes have produced pages specifically for young 
children, which may be found by downloading their page on our website. 
 

In addition, the Church of England is providing a ‘Daily Hope’ line which 
offers music, prayers and reflections, as well as full worship services, at 
the end of a telephone line. This may be found at: 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-
19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line 

 

Only 10am services are taking place at the time of writing.  Please 
check with Rev. Tracey, Rev. Sue or Churchwarden Karen Tarpey if 

you are planning to attend at 8am or 6pm. 

First Sunday of 
the month  

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service of the Word 
Evensong 

Second Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Family Communion (Rev. Sue) 
Evensong 

Third Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Family Communion (Rev. Tracey) 
Evensong 

Fourth Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Service of the Word 
Evensong 

Fifth Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Service of the Word  
(Benefice Service) 
Evensong 

 

Church News 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
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Church News 

“The Peace” at St Peter’s 
Church 

 

During our Communion Services 
at St Peter’s church, at about 
10.30am on Sundays, we have 
always shared The Peace. It’s 
our way of sharing our certainty 

of God’s blessing with all our fellow worshippers, whilst keeping in mind a 
far wider group of people that we care about deeply.  Even though we 
can now do this face to face, we would like to say to you (with a virtual 
hand shake or hug) “The Peace of the Lord be always with you.” 
 

God Bless you and your family from the whole church of St Peter’s, Great 
Totham. 
 

If you would like your name added to the list of those receiving this 
message by e-mail, please let me know:  suegodsmark@aol.com 
 

Rev. Sue 

200+ Club Draw Winners 
 

June 
 

1st Prize: Philippa Hardy-King 

2nd Prize: Ivy Coker 
3rd Prize: Sue Lucas 

 

July 
 

1st Prize: David Marven 
2nd Prize: John Stebbing 

3rd Prize: Paul Smith 
 

If you would like to join the scheme, whose proceeds benefit the church, 
please contact Roger Allen on 892334. 

Photographs 
 

On many occasions, photographs are taken of adults and children for the 
Parish Magazine, Church Website and Church Facebook page to record 
the life and work of the church in Great Totham. If at any time you would 
prefer that a photograph was neither kept nor used, please indicate this 
to the photographer who will delete the image. 

mailto:suegodsmark@aol.com
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Church News 

Beacon Hill Churches Together 
 

Although we had a full programme of events planned for this year,  
because of COVID-19, only the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
service in January and the Charity Lunch for Essex Dementia Care in 
March took place. ‘It’s your Move’ books were delivered to Great Totham 
Primary School by Bob Bell and were to be handed to the year 6 leavers 
by the school in a final assembly. £229.80 raised at the Charity Lunch 
has been given to Essex Dementia Care, along with £223.80 surplus 
money.  All other events have now been postponed until 2021. 
 

As the URC had only just begun their Chairmanship when lockdown 
started, Janet Davis has very kindly agreed to carry on from January 
2021, keeping Essex Dementia Care as our charity. So let’s hope and 
pray we will have more luck and everything planned will go ahead.   
 

Our first event will be the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church on Sunday, 24th January, 2021 at 10.30am. 
 

Christine Walker 
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Church News 

Keep this in case you need it 
 

If you’re self-isolating, here is a list of people who would love you to chat 
to them from 4 o’clock to 8 o’clock in the evening. So just give us a ring, it 
doesn’t have to be about anything serious, just chat. If you can’t get one 
of us you will probably be able to get another; just keep trying. 

Gap Year Youth Opportunity Work 
 
Bar n Bus is literally a bus which goes around the Southend area, 
undertaking youth work.  The organisation is offering a gap year 
opportunity to participate in and learn about youth ministry which includes 
free accommodation.  Do you know a young person looking for 
something worthwhile to do with their gap year?  If so please pass on this 
link: 
http://barnbus.org.uk/barnbus-gap-year-opportunity/ 

Chris Munton 

Bob Tarpey 01621  892122 (After 6 o’clock) 

Sheila Allen 01621  892334 

Isobel Doubleday 01621  891329 (Try at any reasonable time) 

Mary Owers 01621  892885 

Paul Smith 01621  893153 

Janet Gleghorn 01621  892746 

Sandra Smith 01621  893153 

Philippa Hardy-King 01621  892387 

Martyn Hardy-King 01621  892387 

Janice Spalding 01621  892197 

Sue Keyes 01621  891220 

Vanessa Ellams 01621  893148 

June Eaton 01621  891315 

Karin Mann 01621  891215 

Nick Scholey 01621  891172 

Rev’d Sue Godsmark 01621  891513 (Try at any reasonable time) 

http://barnbus.org.uk/barnbus-gap-year-opportunity/
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Church News 

News from the Belfry 
 

The South East District monthly practice was scheduled for Friday, 12 th 
June at St. Peter’s church. This practice, led by the District Master, 
enables ringers to ring with bell ringers from local towers. However, we 
could not meet in person as we had all stopped bell ringing!  This didn ’t 
stop us, though, as bell ringing is now available thanks to technical 
wizardry. The practice was held online using Zoom and the application 
Ringing Room.  All the participants had to do was to load Ringing Room 
onto their computers. I had a quick practice prior to joining the call. 
 

Ringing Room has the option of ringing on two, four, six or eight bells. 
The bells are represented on screen by the sallies, which is the fluffy bit 
at the end of the rope. You click onto the sally using the mouse or the 
number on the keypad relating to the bell to be rung. The sally 
disappears and the rope appears and simultaneously you hear the bell 
you have just selected. Having joined the practice and identified myself 
as a Great Totham ringer the deputy District Master, who was running 
the practice, opted to ring on six bells. I was assigned the tenor (bell six) 
which I rang using the space bar. It was relatively simple as I only had to 
count to five and then ring my bell. This was not a challenge, but I would 
not like to have been assigned to ring one of the other bells. It was rather 
strange being on a zoom call when the only person I saw was deputy 
District Master and I have absolutely no idea of how many others 
participated in the practice!  
 

You may have heard the bells ringing on 4th July. This was not to 
celebrate Independence Day! After an extended period of not ringing the 
bells, the steeple keeper and tower captain were checking the bells to 
ensure that they could be rung safely prior to bell ringing recommencing. 
Places of worship can now open with limited numbers and we may be 
asked to ring the bells albeit in a safe and socially distancing fashion. I 
am pleased to announce that, with the restoration of services at St. 
Peter’s church on 9th August the  bells were rung again. However, only 
three bells were rung to maintain social distancing and for a total of 15 
minutes, which included ringing the bells up and then down. As I type this 
article at the beginning of August, we await further advice from the 
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers before we can resume our weekly 
practice night and ringing all the bells on a Sunday morning. 
 

Andrew Hood 
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St Peter’s Church Service Sunday 9th August 
(The New Normal) 
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Robert King 
LCC  UEI  C&G 

Landscapes 
Established 1973 

 

Phone 01621 788411 
Mob. 07748 638530 

 * All Garden Work & Maintenance 

 * Jobs Large and Small 

 * Patios 

 * Fencing 

 * Garden Design 

 * Tree Surgery 

 * Driveway Construction 

Free Quotations 

 
C. HARRINGTON 

Fencing 
 
 
 

All Types of Fencing & 
Gates Erected 

 
 

*FREE ESTIMATES* 
 
 

Mobile: 07946 612222 
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Church News 

Text for the Week: September 

6th September 
Praise the Lord! Happy are those 
who fear the Lord, who greatly 
delight in his commandments. 
Their descendants will be mighty 
in the land; the generation of the 
upright will be blessed. 

Psalm 112 1-2 

13th September 
‘Whoever comes to me and does 
not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even life itself, cannot be 
my disciple.’ 
 

Luke 14 26 

20th September 
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our 
Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because he judged me faithful and 
appointed me to his service, even 
though I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a 
man of violence. 
 

Timothy 1 12-13 

27th September 
First of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings 
should be made for everyone, for 
kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and dignity. 

Timothy 2 1-2 
 

Bible Readings: September 

6th September 
 

(Gospel) 

Ps. 119. 33-40 
Rom. 13. 8-end 
Matt. 18. 15-20 

13th September 
 

(Gospel) 

Gen. 50. 15-21 
Rom. 14. 1-12 
Matt. 18.21-35 

20th September 
 

(Gospel) 

Jonah 3. 10-4. end 
Phil. 1. 21-end 
Matt. 20. 1-16 

27th September 
 

(Gospel) 

Ps. 25. 1-8, 
Phil. 2. 1-13 
Matt. 21. 23-32 
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Gas                         Oil 

B P A Kennedy 
Plumbing and Heating 

Engineer 
 

Gas and oil boiler servicing/repair 
New boilers 

Central heating up grades/repair 
New radiators 

Desludging available 
New bathrooms 
Ball valves etc 

Telephone : 
Home   01621 890039 
Mobile   07879 643583 

mobile 07879 
643583 

 Hughes And Son 

 Landscapes 
 

Driveway And Patio Paving 

Specialists 

Hard and soft Landscaping 
 

Block paving and Natural 

Stone 

Slabs and fencing 

Repairs, cleaning and sealing 

 

Qualified writtle college FD / 

HND 

Well established locally (est 

1999) 

 

Free no obligation estimates 

Public Liability  -  

Approved waste Carrier 

 

01621892789/0776207833

8 

Based in Great Totham  

Great Totham Garage 
2 Hall Road , Great Totham,  

Maldon, Essex , CM9 8NN 
 

A family run business for over 40 
years, providing all aspects of 

vehicle repair and maintenance. 
 

Providing free local collection & 
delivery.  Courtesy car on request. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PROUD MEMBER OF “GOOD 
GARAGE SCHEME.CO.UK” WITH 

AN OVER 99% 
RECOMMENDATION. 

 
MOT TESTS £45 

TELEPHONE: 01621 891264 

SERVICING                 MOT             DIAGNOSTICS 

ACCOUNTANT & TAX 
CONSULTANT 

 
Small Businesses  

& Family Company Accounts 
 

Self Assessment Tax Returns 
 

Exceptional Service 
 

Pleased to Visit 
 

Call : JONATHAN R CLARK ,  FCCA 
 

CHARTERED CERTIFIED 
ACCOUNTANT 

 
Tel : 01621- 892324 
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Deborah Cannom 
 

Bespoke Painting & Decorating 
Est 1995 

 
Locally based, professionally qualified 

painter and decorator with over 20 
years’ experience specialising in both 

interior and exterior painting 
 

Bespoke service which offers as little 
disruption to your home environment 

as possible 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01621 850927 

Mob: 07790 337895 
 

deborahcannom@y7mail.com 
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1 THE OLD IRONWORKS, FULLBRIDGE, MALDON, ESSEX. CM9 4LE 
TEL: 01621 841300          E.MAIL: SALES@WICKHAM-FLOORING.CO.UK 

 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING YOUR BEST QUALITY CARPETS, 
VINYLS, 

LAMINATES AND LVT FLOORINGS USING OUR FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE, 
AND EXPERIENCED FITTERS. 

LARGE SHOWROOM WITH MOST MANUFACTURERS ON OFFER.  
AMPLE FREE PARKING. 

 

mailto:SALES@WICKHAM-FLOORING.CO.UK
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Published by the PCC of St Peter's Church, Great Totham  
 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Parochial 
Church Council of Great Totham nor can the Church guarantee the credentials 
or performance of any of the advertisers within this publication.  Please mention 
the Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers. 

 

Prices per edition:  
Full page: £56 Half page: £28 Quarter page: £14         Small ads: £3.50 

 

Advert Enquiries:  Pauline Stebbing  892059 

 

Church News 

 The Vicar’s Wedding 
 

Many congratulations to Tracey and David who 
were married on Saturday, 1st August. 
 

Well, it does seem to be a long time since we were all together in March.  As we 
missed our Annual Meeting in May and our summer garden meeting in July, I 
thought it would be good to begin this, hopefully, new time together, with our 
Annual Meeting, news and tea. 
 

I do hope you will be able to make it on 25th September, at 1.45pm until 3.15pm 
in the Honywood, Hall Road. If you would like a lift, please let me know on 
892431. Looking forward to hearing all your news.   

Christine Walker 
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SOUTHWOOD TIMBER 
 

SUPPLIERS OF TIMBER & FENCING TO TRADE & GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

Treated Sawn Timber, Posts & Sleepers 
Machined Rounds & Half Rounds 

Post & Rail, Field Gates. 
Regularised Treated Timber 

Fence Panels, Concrete Posts & Gravel Boards 
Trellis 

Purpose Made Timber Products including Sheds, Stables, 
Field Shelters, Pergolas, Gazeboes, Rose Arches 

and almost anything so long as its made from Timber. 
Flat Pack Log Cabins & Children’s Play Houses. 

Logs, Coal & Kindling 
Electric & Stock Fencing 

 
Call in and see Sam or Jack 

Open Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm 
Saturday 8am to 1pm 

 
Broad Street Green Road, Gt. Totham, 01621 891999 

 
www.southwoodtimber.co.uk 

RESTORE YOGA 
 

 
 

 

TIME TO UNROLL THOSE YOGA MATS!  NEW YOGA CLASSES  
 

THURSDAY: 10AM – 11.15AM (starting mid-September) 
 

WEDNESDAY: 10AM – 11.15AM (starting October) 
 

BEGINNER TO INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
 

6-week course: (booked in advance) £48  
Drop in: (subject to availability with 24 hours’ notice) £8.50  

 

Never tried yoga before—not sure what to expect? 
I am offering a free taster session  

at 10am on Thursday, 10 September (booking essential) 
 

PRANCES SCOUT HALL, GREAT TOTHAM ROAD,  
WICKHAM BISHOPS CM8 3NP 

 

NUMBERS LIMITED – PLEASE CONTACT KAREN 
 

TEL: 07903 850389   Email:  yogarestores@gmail.com 

http://www.southwoodtimber.co.uk/
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 At the end of March the Village Hall, like the rest of the country, 

went quiet.  No more Nursery, which meant no more tiny tots rushing in 

to play with their friends and learn;  no more parents picking up and 

dropping off said infants;  and no more evening groups for the other 

sections of our village community.  The Hall lost its buzz and went quiet. 

 

 However, we are now creeping slowly back to normality with the 

proposed opening of the Nursery at the beginning of September.   The 

Trustees of the Village Hall have raised their Risk Assessment and all 

other hirers have to consider their own Risk Assessments in line with the 

decisions made by the Village Hall Trustees.  These include the ones 

presently required by the Government, such as social distancing, hand 

sanitiser stations, and cleaning everything thoroughly. 

 

 Other weekly clubs and organisations are preparing to re-open in 

the New Year (see below for the Flower Club and p.25 For WI).  We look 

forward to seeing YOU soon!                   Daphne Taplin 

*********** 

Wickham Bishops Flower Club 

 

Regrettably the Club will not resume until February 2021, in time for our 

AGM and the first demonstration of the year.  This decision was not 

taken lightly, but comes as a result of numerous telephone conversations 

with N.A.F.A.S., the area committee, various demonstrators and our own 

committee members, as well as other flower clubs.  Disappointing though 

this is, the safety and well-being of our members is paramount - without 

whom there would be no Flower Club. 

 

On a brighter and much more optimistic note, next year will be the 50th 

Anniversary of the Club, and with your support, will hopefully be a year to 

remember - in a good way! 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone again in 2021.  Stay healthy. 

 

Wendy Blagrove (Chairman)  (01621-892035) 

 

The Village Hall 
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      ? 
 

God: I have a mission for you.  
Jesus: Okay, fire away. 
 

God: Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is to go into the world and 
preach for three years. 
Jesus: Doesn’t sound too tricky. 
 

God: Well, as a result of what you do down there I want the world 
changed. Eventually I’d like to see one Christian church in practically 
every village and town in the western world, and a fair proportion of the 
east as well. Within 2000 years there must be millions and millions of 
people following your teaching and living by your inspiration and spiritual 
presence in their lives. 
Jesus: Er, right. Three years, you said? 
 

God: That’s right. 
Jesus: Okay, so presumably you’ll put me in an age where transport and 
communication technology has reached its peak, so I’ll be able to -  
 

God: Well, no. Actually it’ll be 1st century Palestine. Mostly on foot. The 
occasional mule.  And you’ll have a team of 12. Fishermen, tax 
collectors, that sort of thing. 
Jesus: Fishermen and tax collectors? 
 

God: That sort of thing. 
Jesus: I see. And between us we’re going to change the world. 
 

God: Turn it upside down, yes. 
Jesus: And, just as a matter of interest, what happens at the end of my 
three years of preaching? 
 

God: Ah, now we come to the really difficult bit of the job. 
Jesus: There’s a more difficult bit of the job? And what might that be? 
 

God: Well, first of all, are you willing to go? 
Jesus: Of course, if that’s what you want. 
 

God: Good! Right. I’m very pleased. Now I’m afraid this is what has to 
happen ………..  
 

All rights reserved. Copyright Adrian Plass – used here by permission. 

Sourced by Paul Smith 
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Personal reflections of Robert Lewis 1933 –2020 
 
I first met Robert at the St Peter’s Bible Study Group 20 odd years ago. He was 
a very able teacher there and I learned later that teaching was, in fact, his 
profession, and Science and Biology his chief subjects. I found him rather 
taciturn in those days and we disagreed over some Bible teaching, albeit in a 
friendly way. 
 

He was the Choirmaster at St Peter’s, a preacher, Churchwarden and, in later 
years, Churchwarden Emeritus. He was well spoken, without a trace of his 
mother tongue, Welsh. He was always impeccably dressed, well mannered, 
refined, polite, generous, intelligent and well informed. He enjoyed sports, both 
as participant and spectator as well as music of course, playing in the Great 
Totham Theatre Group with Jean, Peggy, Trevor, Maureen, among others. His 
faith, and his church were, though, his greatest joy. 
 

As time passed we shared and enjoyed agreeing and disagreeing and became 
good friends. He had a bout of depression a few years ago and for a while 
stayed at the Crystal Centre at Broomfield Hospital. 
 

We shared many happy times together, at Christmas, on trips and for lunches, 
as well as at church functions and services. Whilst a very private man, an 
enigma really, in latter years I felt he became more open and we spent more 
time together during our numerous visits to hospital. At first he was reluctant to 
accept help, he didn’t want to be a nuisance and was very independently 
minded. He would say something like “you have wasted a whole day or 
afternoon on me”. I would always say, we are put on this earth to help one 
another and in any case, that is what friends are for. 
 

His last days were very distressing for him and he was so poorly he had to 
accept some of the indignities that frailty brings. His family were naturally very 
concerned for him but lived so far away that the telephone was a lifeline for 
them. His friends rallied round; Sue Keyes, Glynis Potter, Sue Godsmark, Karin 
Mann, Sandra, Ann, Mary, Bob and others. You did him proud, bless you. 
 

I never knew if he had wanted children, a partner. Was the bachelor life his first 
choice? What I do know is that he had a long, happy, healthy life and achieved 
much. Many must have known him better than I, so I can only say, it was a 
privilege to have him as a trusted friend, who greatly enriched my life.  
 

Rest in peace dear Robert, God bless you and keep you. 
 
 

Paul Smith 
Delivered at Robert’s funeral service on 19th March 2020 

 

Church News 
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Working the Land 
 

I knew very little about farming when I first came to England 51 years ago.  But I 
knew a lot about seasons, and, in farming terms, seasons are important.  
Winters in Norway were long, cold and dark, fields were under 3ft of snow and 
the earth frozen deep into the ground.  Everything lay dormant.  Fruit and 
vegetables had either been stored, preserved or frozen, not flown in fresh from 
all over the world still with a long shelf life.  Nowadays, a lot of vegetables are 
grown in greenhouses, illuminating the surrounding countryside during the dark 
winter months. 
 

Summers in Norway are in sharp contrast to winters.  Although fairly short, the 
days are long and warm with nearly 24 hours of daylight.  The corn is harvested 
in August / September after a much shorter growing season than in England, 
using hardy varieties, including rye, for biscuit and bread making, which produce 
a large selection of very tasty wholemeal loaves of bread. 
 

At Little Mountains Farm, the growing season starts in October.  The fields are 
fertilized, cultivated, ploughed and drilled with varieties of cereals suitable to our 
soil.  The crops are rotated mostly on a yearly basis to preserve the natural 
goodness in the ground; rape and beans are good break crops.  The soil must 
be in good condition before sowing, not too dry or the seeds will not germinate 
and too much rain will rot the seeds.  Dry and hard conditions wear out steel 
implements and wet conditions prevent modern, heavy tractors from working the 
land.  Birds eating the seeds can be a problem at this stage, as rabbit damage 
can be to juicy young shoots later.  New strawberry plants are set in the spring, 
preparing the first crop of the season next summer – soft fruit. 
 

Our turkeys, which are reared for the Christmas market, arrive as day-old chicks 
at the end of May and need plenty of TLC, particularly during the first few weeks 
when they are kept indoors.  The temperature must be right, the drinking water 
changed several times a day and the feed is specially formulated.  During the 
autumn, the turkeys will hopefully thrive sheltered from bad weather in open pole 
barns.  Clean bedding, fresh water and home-produced food are essential. 
 

The winter months are spent pruning gooseberries and currants and tying in 
loganberry, raspberry and blackberry canes.  The weather should ideally be cold 
and dry to prevent new shoots from forming until we have finished this task (this 
is where my background growing up in a cold climate comes in handy!).   
When spring arrives all the sowing will be done, mainly barley, oats and rye, and 
some wheat.  Seed potatoes which have been stored in temperate conditions, 
free from frost, are planted in late February and some are grown under 
polythene to encourage early cropping which also applies to some of our 
strawberries.  For growing purposes, May can preferably be a wet month.  The 
  

/continued on next page 
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soft fruit season is short, approximately six weeks 
and, once picking starts, we rely on warm, sunny 
days to sustain the fruit.  Gentle and controlled 
irrigation using water from the reservoir fed from a 
spring in the wood is far more beneficial than 
heavy rainfall.  Most of the fruit is “pick your own” 
or sold to local farm shops. 
 

Our harvest usually starts in mid-July, rape being the first crop, followed by 
barley, wheat, oats and beans; rain is not welcome, nor breakdowns!  Modern 
sophisticated machinery cannot always be repaired in the field by the farmer and 
time is often of essence.  Although showers no longer spell disaster as grain can 
be dried, this process is costly and time consuming.  On our farm, we make 
animal feed for the pigs and turkeys using our own grain, which might be stored 
for several months, so it is important to harvest at the right moisture content.  
Rape (the Australians call it canola, as this oil producing specialist crop was first 
grown in Canada), is a beautiful little shiny jet-black granule, quite different to 
any cereal.  Barley grain is long and slim, similar to what it looks like in the field 
with its wispy head; the wheat is short and fat.  The straw is either chopped by 
the combine harvester and ploughed back in, or baled, round and square bales, 
and carted back to the farm for animal bedding. 

 

It is a satisfying and rewarding time for the farmer after a year’s work when all 
the crops have been safely gathered in.  Although autumn means that the end of 
the year is approaching, it is also a beginning.  A new farming year has already 
been planned. 
 

I was fortunate when I moved to Great Totham 51 years ago; it is a lovely place 
to live.  However, in my view, caring for our village means supporting the 
services and facilities on offer, such as the church, village shop and post office, 
the school, nursery school and local businesses.  Hopefully, our village will grow 
and prosper and provide a sustainable and thriving community for future 
generations. 

Karin Mann 
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Message from the District Councillor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I continue to chase the highway applications, 
especially for the Five Corners junction. Our MP, Priti 
Patel, has also sent a letter to Essex County Council, 
asking what action they are going to take to improve the junction. 
 

A consultation is being held into planned developments at Promenade 
Park. A new play area with sensory garden is being proposed. If you 
would like to view and comment on the proposals, please go to: 
www.visitmaldondistrict.co.uk/GardenPlayArea 
 

During the last month, we have considered the groundworks for Bradwell 
B. We have to think about this application and its consequences 
carefully, the damage it would do to this sensitive area around Bradwell.  
 

It is a challenging time at the Council, one when there have been 
allegations against the Leader. This has caused him to resign; there will 
be further issues during September, which I hope will resolve matters for 
the future. 
 

A White Paper putting forward proposals for changes in local authorities 
will be published in the autumn.  We will have to see what this contains, 
and what the future for the Council may be, and whether it amalgamates 
with another local authority. If the proposals go ahead, then there will be 
more delegated powers to Parish Councils. 
 

The District Council surgeries are currently postponed, however, please 
contact me if you need anything. 
 

Stay safe and well. 
 

Kind Regards 
Councillor Richard Siddall 

 

www.facebook.com/tothammatters/  
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Wickham Bishops WI 
 
 

 
When things are back to normal, our craft group (Patcher) meets every 
Friday, 2-4pm, at St Bartholomew’s Church Hall. Learn something new, 
bring along your unfinished project and join us for a friendly afternoon 
chat and cup of tea.   
 
Alternatively, join our village walking group at 9.30am on Monday morn-
ings opposite the Village Hall in Church Road. 
 

For more information about WB WI, call our secretary, Sharon, on 01621 
891631. 
 

Keep safe everyone. 
Jayne Kneale 

 

Village News 

Great Totham Evening WI 
 

In these challenging times, at the time of writing, we are still 
not able to meet face to face as there are so many 
restrictions that make it impossible.  However, many of our 
members have been able to meet each other in gardens and 
while having a stroll around the villages. On one occasion, I met four 
members while I was out. We stopped to have a real face to face 
(socially distanced) catch up, which was lovely. 
 

It was sad to hear the news of Denman College closing. I know many of 
our current and past members have attended courses there over the 
years and we have done our bit in raising funds to keep it going. The 
decision has caused a lot of controversy, however, I don’t think it will be 
reversed. 
 

Our committee has held its first meeting since March in accordance with 
the current legislation.  We had a very productive discussion as to the 
way forward in the coming months.  Here’s hoping we can meet again in 
the not too distant future. 
 

For more information please consult our website: 
 
www.greattothamwi.weebly.com or email greattothamwi@gmail.com 
 

Sue Pulford 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/
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TONY POULTER 
 
 

 
 

 
Kitchens 

Bathrooms 
General Building 

Plumbing 
Electrics 

Wall Tiling 
Plastering 

Project Management 
 

35 Years of Experience 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

 
Mobile: 07835 653199 

Email: 
tonypoulter@manxmotorcyclehire.co.uk 

Morley Skips Ltd 
 

SKIP HIRE 
 
 

Top Soil Delivered  
Asbestos Removal and Disposal 

  
Fast Reliable Local Service 

at Competitive Prices 
 

Phone 01621 815287 
 

morleyskips.co.uk  

 

Domestic Specialists 
 

Professional, Reliable & Friendly 
 

 

 
Warren Bennett 
07736 445923 
01621 332492 
 
www.wlbelectricalservices.co.uk 

SEELEY CERAMICS 
(R.J.SEELEY) 

CERAMIC WALL AND 

FLOOR TILING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL FIXING 

MATERIALS SUPPLIED 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

SERVICE 

TIPTREE 

Tel: (01621) 816 983 

Mob: 07801 700 955 
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DOMESTIC . COMMERCIAL. AGRICULTURAL 
 

Your local and personal pest control service, 
insured and fully qualified to deal with all your 
pest problems: 
 

 RATS 

 MICE 

 MOLES 

 WASPS 

 FLEAS 

 BED BUGS 
 
AND MUCH MORE …. 
 

Call or email for free, no obligation quotes 
 

T: 07771 356731 
H: 01245 491327 

 

info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com 
wildthings-pestsolutions.com 

mailto:info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com
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9 Wellands Close, Wickham Bishops,  
Essex, CM8 3NE 

Mob: 07734 869966 
Tel: 01621 868355 

 

• Interior & Exterior 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Plastering and all general  
renovation work 

• Please call for a free estimate 

• Friendly & Professional Service 

• All work guaranteed 
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SMALL WARM HALL TO HIRE IN 
GREAT TOTHAM NORTH  
Suitable for meetings and small 
children's parties.   
For further details   819419 

LOSE ACHES AND TENSION 
with the Alexander Technique 

Lessons and workshops locally 
www.ainb.co.uk  

or ring Tricia on 07749 283963 

 

Children’s Quiz 

Roald Dahl  
 

Can you work out these book titles by Roald Dahl by replacing the 
missing letters? 

 

1. Th _     B _ G 

2. B _ y    T _ l _ s    _ f    Ch _ l dh _ _ d 

3. Ch _ r l _ _    _ nd    th _    Ch _ c _ l _ t _    F _ ct _ ry 

4. Th _    Tw _ ts 

5. D _ nny    th _    Ch _ mp _ _ n    _ f   th _    W _ rld 

6. D _ rty     B _ _ sts 

7. Th _   _ n _ rm _ _ s     Cr _ c _ d _ l _ 

8. F _ nt _ st _ c     Mr.     F _ x 

9. G _ _ rg _ ‘s     M _ rv _ ll _ _ s     M _ d _ c _ n _ 

10. Th _     G _ r _ ff _     _ nd     th _     P _ ll y     _ nd     M _ 

11. G _ _ ng     S _ l _ 

12. J _ m _ s     _ nd     th _     G _ _ nt     P _ _ch 

13. Th _     M _ g _ c     F _ ng _ r 

14. Ch _ rl _ _     _ nd     th _     Gr _ _ t     Gl _ ss     _ l _ v _ t _ r 

15. Th _     W _ tch _ s 

16. Th _     W _ nd _ rf _ l     St _ ry     _ f     H _ nry      

       S _ g _ r     _ nd     s _ x     m _ r _ 

17. Th _     M _ np _ ns 

18. Th _   Gr _ ml _ ns 

19. _ s _ _     Tr _ t 

20. Th _    V _ c _ r    _ f     N _ bbl _ sw _ ck _ 
 

Answers on page 43 
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Children’s Colouring Page 



32 

 

 

Village News 

Great Totham Parish Council Report 
 

With  Councillors continuing to be advised against face to face meetings, Parish 
business has been conducted ‘socially distanced’. An exception was made on 
Wednesday. 29th July when Councillors gathered at Bull Green to pay their last 
respects to Councillor Rodney Bass. Under normal circumstances Councillors 
would have formed a guard of honour at St Peter’s Church and attended the 
service but, since Councillor Bass had been instrumental in the purchase of the 
green for the village and, indeed, had taken on the job of mowing it for some 
years, it was considered an appropriate alternative. 
 

Advice concerning the management of coronavirus seems to change daily but 
the most recent update stresses the importance of maintaining social distancing 
between people of different households, two metres if possible, along with other 
mitigating measures such as face coverings and good hand hygiene. If you or 
someone you know requires support following the ending of lockdown, the 
Essex Wellbeing Service can help (see page 43 for details).   
 

We have been notified that the Chelmer Valley Park and Ride reopened on 
Monday, 3rd August. Initially it is running a reduced timetable between 7am-7pm 
Monday to Saturday. Passengers are advised to check the most up to date  
information on the website before travelling. 
 

Residents may be aware that there has been another accident at the Five 
Corners junction, serious enough to necessitate the presence of ambulances, 
including the air ambulance. Great Totham and Wickham Bishops Councils, 
supported by District Councillor Siddall are working together to persuade Essex 
County Council of the severity of the situation. It is understood that a scheme for 
design and viability has been added to the list of schemes awaiting funding but, 
in the meantime, measures to reduce vehicular speeds along Maypole Road are 
being considered. 
 

Perhaps the Highways Authority might also get round to investigating the so-
called walkable verge along the B1022. I do not, of course, begrudge residents 
of Totham South having a more stylish footway by which to access the Village 
Hall, after all, I understand it is 37 years since it was last done!  However, as a 
resident of Totham North, I would rather like to be able to walk to it without 
having to negotiate huge potholes and an unruly mound of grass! There is also 
the matter of the broken road sign pole that has been nestled in a hedge along 
Hall Road for a good four years! 
 

On a brighter note, you may recall we received a very welcome offer to provide a 
second  defibrillator for the village, to be sited in the telephone box at Totham 
North. Fundraising activities have been affected by the current situation, 
however, the refurbishment of the box has now been completed. 
 

 /continued on next page 
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/continued from previous page 
 

When I joined the Council nearly 20 years ago, an ‘old hand’ told me that, while 
there was dog fouling and planning applications, there would always be some-
thing to discuss! Certainly, the latter has been a source of great interest. In 
March, Great Totham Parish Council, prompted by concerns over the number of 
planning applications granted on appeal, tabled a motion to be raised at the Na-
tional Association of Local Councils Lobby Day of MPs. As our Clerk eloquently 
phrased it: ‘Given the large amount of planning legislation in existence and the 
time, effort and money put into preparing, consulting and publishing District and 
Parish Plans, as well as consultation on individual applications, it would seem 
inconceivable that Maldon and other District Councils have made the wrong 
planning decisions in over a third of cases which go to appeal. This leads our 
Council to conclude that there is a significant flaw in the planning appeals sys-
tem which needs addressing’. 
 

Coincidentally, a ‘Rural Special’ appeared in the NALC magazine which, within a 
very few paragraphs, stated ‘One of the biggest problems facing rural housing is 
nimbyism.’ Needless to say I responded, politely pointing out the difference be-
tween ‘It will spoil my view’ and ‘Actually, our school has been oversubscribed 
for years, our two nearest surgeries have closed their lists, we have few opportu-
nities for employment and available transport is not flexible enough to discour-
age the use of private cars etc etc’. Did I expect a reply? Probably not, but an 
acknowledgement would have been courteous. Neither did we receive any feed-
back from the Lobby Day, so I wrote to one of the keynote speakers who did, at 
least, reply but was obviously unaware of our concern and unable to assist. 
 

We are now in receipt of a government white paper,  ‘a package of proposals for 
reform of the planning system in England to streamline and modernise the plan-
ning process, improve outcomes on design and sustainability, reform developer 
contributions and ensure more land is available for development where it is 
needed.’ Hmm. Observations from the public are invited and it is an opportunity 
for residents who have previously attended Parish Council meetings or written 
letters, whether opposing or supporting applications, to voice their opinions. The  
consultation runs for 12 weeks from 6th August and responses may be made to 
either: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future 
 

or, if responding to the questions in the document: 
 

planning for the future@committees.gov.uk  
 

Vicky Heaviside 

 

Village News 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future
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TMS 
Roofing and Fascias 

• Fascias, Soffits, Guttering & Cladding 

• Flat Roofs, Best Quality Materials 
used - 10 year Guarantee 

• Tiled and Slated Roofs 

• Any repairs undertaken 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

• No job too small 

 

Tel: 01621 815604 

Mob: 07866 551630 

 
 

 

FORRESTER PARK, GREAT TOTHAM 
YOU’RE WELCOME! 

 

Open to all for breakfast, coffee, lunch and tea. 
Food served daily 7.30am-2.30pm, roast lunch every Sunday. 

Several areas for dining and socializing. 
Cosy bar with woodburner open all day. 

*** 
Available all year round for birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, fundraisers, 

meetings and more. All sizes of party welcome. 
*** 

Golf, Tennis, Croquet, Swimming on site. 
*** 

Call, email or drop in to find out more: 
 

Forrester Park, Beckingham Road, Great Totham CM9 8EA 
info@forrester-park.co.uk ~ www.forrester-park.co.uk 

01621 891406 

“Great food and staff. 
Lovely place for wed-
dings and family gath-
erings or hosting any 
events. Very personal 

touch.” Moira P 

“Delicious Sunday Roast, 
very reasonably priced 
and excellent service.  

Highly recommended and 
will definitely be booking 

lunch again.” Lucie T 
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The Bell Inn is available for private events e.g. christenings & wakes. 
 

We are open Tuesday to Sunday.  We serve food every day (12-2pm Tues to Saturday and 6-9pm in the 
evening).  Our renowned Sunday roast is served 12pm to 3.30pm.  

Over 55’s Menu (£4.75) is available Tuesday to Saturday lunchtime and Tuesday to Saturday evening 
(6pm-7pm only) 

 
Join us for Steak Night on Tuesdays and Thursdays (£29.75) 

2 x 8oz Sirloin Steaks, all the trimmings for two guests and a bottle of wine.  

Sunday Roast (£11.95) with a choice from three meats or if you can’t choose then opt for the Trio of meats (£14.95). 

We have a Gin Bar as well as Real Ales and low/no alcohol drinks. 

Pool, darts, dominoes and other table games available for your use as well as our Petanque court in the summer.  

Caroline & Keith Isaacs 
The Bell Inn, The Street, Feering, Essex 

CO5 9QQ – Tel: 01376 573306 

         Follow us on 
         Facebook,  
         @TheBellFeering  
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R. CLARK

LANDSCAPES

GARD E N  CAR E

1 8  YEAR S

E XP ER IE NCE

PATIOS

F E NCING

TUR FI NG

P ER GOLAS

DECKING

BR ICKWOR K

TRE E S URGE RY

SLEE P ER S 

SPRAYIN G - ALL TYPE S

TURF MAINTE N ANCE  - RE NO VATIO N 

PRUN IN G 

TRE E  P LAN TING
GARD EN  MAINTE NANCE

(SPRIN G-AUTUMN)

F ULLY INS UR ED, F R EE  ES TIMATE S

TE L : 01 6 21  8 91 4 5 8

MOB: 0 79 1 4  7 1 2 45 3

01206 575102 
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LORKIN HEATING 
Est. 1948 

 
OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS 

SERVICING 
REPAIRS 

BREAKDOWNS 
ALSO GENERAL PLUMBING 

 
CONTACT 

BRIAN OR SIMON LORKIN 
ON 

 

01621 891336 
 

27 HILL GREEN 
GREAT TOTHAM 
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Great Totham  
Neighbourhood Watch 

 

Visit Maldon District Neighbourhood Watch website for up to date local 
crime reports,  non-urgent news and links to the police and national NHW 
websites:  http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm 
 

For Totham Hill Green, phone Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, Ian 
Barratt, on 891949. Email: ianpb3@gmail.com 
 

For local crime reports, visit https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/  

Contacting the Police 
 

In an emergency dial 999.   
 

For non-emergencies dial 101 extension 412335 / 01245 491491 
 

Send non-emergency police related information/intelligence to your North 
Blackwater Neighbourhood Policing Team at: 
 

http://www.essex.police.uk/ or text 07624 80010  
 

Maldon Police      0300 333 4444  or 101 
 

Maldon District Council Offices   
Princes Road   Monday—Thursday: 9am—5pm 
Maldon    Friday:    8.30am—4.30pm 

 

Village News 

The Turner Prize goes missing this year! 
 
Since 1984, the annual Turner Prize has been awarded to a visual conceptual 
artist, but, as with most other things in this year of illness, strife and worry, it has 
been cancelled.  
 

Tate Britain, who has organised this since its inception, has stated that it would 
be impossible to organise the annual nominees’ exhibition and so has scrapped 
the entire event. The reason is that the final nominees are chosen from the 
exhibition in which pieces are displayed from the jury’s selection process which 
has been carried out over the preceding year. This involves visits by the jurors’ 
to hundreds of different exhibitions. 
 

In its place however Tate Britain will donate £100,000 divided into 10 separate 
bursaries of £10,000 each to be given to 10 different artists to help them survive  
 

/continued on next page 

http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm
https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/
http://www.essex.police.uk/
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this “exceptionally difficult time”. This is only the second time the Turner Prize 
has not been awarded. This first was in 1990 when the sponsor (an American 
investment company called Drexel Burnham Lambert) went bankrupt.   
 

The winners of the 2020 Turner bursaries were actually announced in July by 
Tate Britain These included the Edinburgh-based political art group, Arika, 
Ghanaian-Russian photographer Liz Johnson Artur, London artist Oreet Ashery, 
a ceramics and performance artist from Oxford Shawanda Corbett and sculptor 
Sean Edwards. 
 

The Turner Prize is named after the English Romantic painter, JMW Turner, now 
considered to be one of this country’s greatest artists. The prize was initially 
presented to British artists with an age restriction introduced in 1991 to under the 
age of 50. However, this was changed in 2017 to cover all ages and all 
nationalities. The value of the original prize was £10,000 but this was doubled in 
1991 when a new sponsor, Channel 4, revived the event. Channel 4 remained 
the sponsor until 2004 when they were replaced by Gordon’s Gin, who again 
doubled the prize money to £40,000, although the winner only received £25,000 
and £5,000 was given to each of the three other short-listed artists. This level of 
prize money has remained in place ever since. The format of the event has 
undergone a number of changes since inception, but the short-list of four now 
seems fully established. 
 

That said, the boundaries of what is included as eligible for the prize have 
evolved and, since 2013, the mix of art forms now includes painting, sculpture, 
drawing, film and video and performance art. As we all know, the contest has 
been mired in controversy since the start when Malcolm Morley won the 
inaugural prize with two oil-on-canvas paintings. The controversy came from the 
fact that he had been living in New York for the previous 20 years. In 1986, the 
controversial duo named Gilbert and George won for a photo-montage. 
 

Perhaps one of the most controversial prize winners wa Damien Hirst in 1995 for 
a sculpture entitled ‘Mother and Child, Divided’ which featured a bisected cow 
and calf in formaldehyde. Contrary to popular belief, Tracey Emin did not win the 
prize in 1999 for her ‘My Bed’ presentation featuring an unmade bed, but was 
nominated. Also, the infamous pile of bricks was never actually entered for the 
prize as the display (‘Equivalent VIII’ by Carl Andre), comprising 120 fire bricks 
arranged in 2 layers, was constructed in 1966 and bought by the Tate Gallery in 
1972 for $6,000. Other well-known artists to have won the prize include Anish 
Kapoor in 1991, Antony Gormley in 1994, Steve McQueen in 1996 (for a video) 
and Grayson Perry in 2003. Next year the organisers are hoping for a return to 
the normal format, allowing some of us to rant “Call that art?!?!?” again.  
 

Chris Bingham 
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Supporting St Peter’s Church 
 

We are all finding ourselves living in difficult and challenging times, both 
physically and financially.  We too at St Peter’s Church, Great Totham are 
finding it difficult having not been allowed to open our church or celebrate 
Easter.  While there are limited church services, no coffee mornings and no 
Flower Festival etc, we appreciate that some of you would like to have the 
opportunity of giving to St Peter’s Church.  If so, here are the church’s bank 
details.  This could be for an occasional gift or, if you would like to set up a 
regular payment, there is a Standing Order form for you to fill in and send to your 
bank or building society.  Either would be very much appreciated. 
 
St Peter’s Church Donations Account  
Barclays Bank plc, Maldon Branch  Sort Code:  20-54-30 
Account Name: St Peter's Church  Account No:  30603562 
 

Stay well, everyone.   
Isobel Doubleday 

 

Church News 

Standing Order 
To the manager: 
(Name and address of your Bank or Building Society) 
 

………………………………………………………………………..………… 
……………………………………………………………………………..…… 
……………………………………………………………………………..…… 
  

I/We hereby authorise and request you to debit my/our account: 
 

Account name:   ……………………………………………………………… 
 

Account details: 
Sort Code:             Account Number:                    Amount:  
 

……………..…            ……………………………          …………..……  
 
Frequency: (yearly, quarterly, monthly or weekly):           ………………. 
 
Start Date:………………………… 
  
And credit:   
 
St Peter’s Church Donations Account, Barclay’s bank plc, Maldon Branch 
 

Sort Code: 20-54-30  Account Number: 30603562 
 

Please quote reference:  (Your name):  ……………………………………… 
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At Maldon & District Citizens Advice, we can 
help you to find a way forward, by giving free, 
confidential advice in all subject areas.  
 

Since lockdown began, we have been delivering a full advice service, 
mainly by telephone and also email and web chat, responding to the 
rapidly changing issues facing local residents. We are now gradually able 
to reintroduce face to face appointments for those interviews where that 
would be most beneficial, having made alterations to our room to ensure 
a safe environment.  
 

Each month in this magazine, we plan to highlight a topical issue.  
 

Redundancy 
The subject most commonly raised by our callers in August has, sadly, 
been redundancy.  If you are facing the possibility of losing your job, we 
can work through this with you, including: whether or not you have been 
fairly selected; what process your employer should be following; offers of 
other roles; notice period and redundancy payments.  
 
Of course, any job loss has a knock-on effect on other areas of life. We 
can help you look at how to deal with financial commitments such as rent 
or mortgage payments and what benefits might be available until you are 
back in work. Our benefit system is complicated and there may be 
choices to be made about what to claim. In this case, we can carry out 
calculations to help you decide what to do as well as guiding you through 
the claims process. 
 

Our website has a great deal of relevant information including: 
 

Check if your redundancy is fair (EWS) 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/work/leaving-a-job/redundancy/check-if
-your-redundancy-is-fair/ 
Preparing for after redundancy (EWS) 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/work/leaving-a-job/redundancy/
preparing-for-after-redundancy/ 
 

While we are always careful not to advise both parties in a dispute, if you 
are an employer with a small business, we would welcome your getting in 
touch.  We have specialist employment advisers who can discuss 
legislation and best practice and thereby avoid potential claims.  
 

/continued on next page 
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Children’s Quiz Answers 
 

1.   The BFG     2.   Boy Tales of Childhood 
3.   Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 4.   The Twits 
5.   Danny the Champion of the World 6.   Dirty Beasts 
7.   The Enormous Crocodile   8.   Fantastic Mr Fox 
9.   George’s Marvellous Medicine   
10. The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me 
11. Going Solo     12. James and the Giant Peach 
13. The Magic Finger 
14. Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator 
15. The Witches 
16. The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar and six more 
17. The Minpins     18. The Gremlins 
19. Esio Trot     20. The Vicar of Nibbleswicke 

Essex Wellbeing Service 
 

This service aims to give all Essex residents, including parents and families, a 
single point of access to practical, emotional and specialist support, irrespective 
of their circumstances. Practical support on offer ranges from volunteers 
collecting food and medicine, to dementia care from local organisations. There is 
also advice on a range of subjects, including safety, financial worries, 
redundancies, parenting, and mental health. 
 

Commissioned by Essex County Council, the service is being delivered by 
Provide CIC in partnership with Priority Digital Health, having evolved from the 
Essex Welfare Service launched during Covid-19.   
 

Residents can access services for themselves or someone they know, by calling 
the helpline on 0300 303 9988 Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm or Saturday/
Sunday 10am to 2pm or  visiting the website: 
www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk 

Ann Scott 

 

Village News 

/continued from previous page 
 

Please contact us for advice on any subject by: 
 
 

• Phoning 01621 875774: leave a message and an adviser will return 
your call that day; or 

• Emailing bureau@maldoncab.cabnet.org.uk  
Lucy Bettley 

Chief Officer, Maldon CAB 

http://www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk/
mailto:bureau@maldoncab.cabnet.org.uk
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Great Totham Neighbourhood Plan 
 

After some months of slow progress, things are starting to happen with the 
Neighbourhood Plan.   
 

Maldon District council have reviewed the draft plan, together with the Village 
Design Statement.  Their comments have been most positive and they 
suggested only minor amendments to the text and overall presentation of the 
papers. 
 

We will be meeting the Parish Council in the next few weeks with a view to 
having the plan approved and moving forward to the public consultation phase.  
In the meantime, Maldon District Council are proceeding with some statutory 
assessments with various public bodies. 
 

If all goes well, we are hoping to start public consultation during October.  Every 
household in the village will be invited to view, read and comment on the 
proposed plans.  Most of you will be able to view the documents online, however 
for those of you without the internet, paper copies will be available on request. 

Created by Vicky and Becky Heaviside 
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Turn! Turn! Turn! – a song for today? 
 

I was reminded of a song recently by one of my favourite groups after watching 
a recent television documentary on Laurel Canyon and the music of 1966 – 
1975. The song was Turn! Turn! Turn! (To Everything There Is a Season) by 
The Byrds. Digging out the record, it struck me how relevant the lyrics are to 
what is going on around us in the world today. 
 

The song was written by Pete Seeger who first recorded it in 1959 and originally 
released by a folk trio in 1962 called The Limeliters. It was then released by Pete 
Seeger a month later on his album The Bitter and The Sweet. The adaption by 
The Byrds was released in 1965 although it took them 78 takes to finish the 
song to their satisfaction! 
 

Unusually for any popular song, the song uses a tract from the Bible (in this case 
the King James 1611 version) almost verbatim. The text is from Ecclesiastes 
book 3 verses 1-8. This is traditionally ascribed to King Solomon written in the 
10th century BC. The lyrics themselves are rearranged slightly from the biblical 
text but are largely the same. These are reproduced below –  
 

To everything turn, turn, turn 
There is a season turn, turn, turn 
And a time to every purpose under heaven 
 

A time to be born, a time to die     A time of love, a time of hate 
A time to plant, a time to reap     A time of war, a time of peace 
A time to kill, a time to heal     A time you may embrace 
A time to laugh, a time to weep     A time to refrain from embracing 
 

(repeat first verse)       (repeat first verse) 
 

A time to build up, a time to break down    A time to gain, a time to lose 
A time to dance, a time to mourn    A time to rend, a time to sew 
A time to cast away stones     A time for love, a time for hate 
A time to gather stones together    A time for peace, I swear it’s not too late 
 

(repeat first verse) 
 

Now clearly the lines can be interpreted in many different ways and parts of it 
should not be taken literally! However, whilst listening to The Byrds, I thought 
about the lyrics and applied some of them to current events. At the very least, it 
made me think and that is what is important. I won’t relay my own thoughts here 
as interpretation should be free and unbiased but think the song is worth 
listening too in these difficult times. It can easily be accessed via the usual on-
line services.  

Chris Bingham 
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Rotas Church Flowers Church Cleaning 

6th September 
13th September 
20th September 
27th September 

Karin Mann 
Jenny Barclay 
Sue Keyes 
Pam Eaton 

Mr and Mrs Campbell 
- 
Mr and Mrs Kemsley 
- 

Church Kitchen Cleaning September:    Rita Patten       

Wickham Bishops Library 

 

 Monday   2pm-6pm 
Wednesday  2pm-6pm 
Saturday   9am-1pm 

 

September Diary and Planned Future Events 
1 Sep  PCC Meeting 7.30pm Honywood 
2 Sep  Bible Study 10.30am-12 noon Church Extension 
4 Sep  Knit and Natter 10am-12noon Honywood (bring your own drink) 
6 Sep  Pets’ Service St. Peter’s Churchyard 10am 
8 Sep  Magazine Committee meeting 7.30pm 29 Eaton Way 
9 Sep  Bible Study 10.30am-12 noon Church Extension 
11 Sep Knit and Natter 10am-12noon Honywood 
16 Sep Bible Study 10.30am-12noon Church Extension  
18 Sep Knit and Natter 10am-12noon Honywood 
22 Sep Autumn Equinox 
23 Sep Bible Study 10.30am-12noon Church Extension 
25 Sep  Knit and Natter 10am-12 noon Church Extension 
  Mothers Union Annual Meeting and tea at the Honywood 1.45pm  
27 Sep St. Peter’s Church AGM following 10am Service 
29 Sep St Michael and All Angels 
30 Sep Bible Study 10.30am-12 noon Church Extension 
4 Oct  St. Peter’s Church Harvest Festival followed by picnic lunch 11am 
24 Oct Clocks back 1 hour tonight 
31 Oct Halloween 
8 Nov  Remembrance Sunday 
 

 

Village News 
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COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES (See page 3 for church activities) 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers www.girlguiding.org.uk 
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers at Prances    Brenda Heal          bjheal@btinternet.com  
Great Totham Cricket Club Colts  Paul Marks 07709 793958 
Nursery Group  Village Hall Tracey Bezant      07960 947931                                                                                      
Edward Bear Club (Toddler Group) St Peter's Church Sue Godsmark 891513 
Gardening Club Village Hall Fred Steptoe 891808 
W.I. GT Evening 2nd Thurs. 8pm Village Hall Sue Pulford 892063  
       GT & WB last Thurs. 2pm St.B Church Hall Di Mellor 892247 
St Peter's Lunch Club  Tues. Honywood Hall Sheila Allen 892334 
Day Centre  Weds. URC Jean Johnstone 892293 
Carpet Bowls Tue & Thur 7.30pm    Village Hall Jean Cloughton 892286 
Tollesbury Table Tennis Club    T’bury Parish Rms              Paul Freeman              862510 
     mobile 07855 204505, email: freemans21@hotmail.com            
Maldon Croquet Club Forrester Park Philippa Hardy-King 892387 
Wickham Bishops Drama Club Roger Lyons           www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk 
Great Totham Community Choir Colin Heaviside     heavicol@aol.com        893067 
Knit & Natter, Friday Mornings, Sandra Smith (Honywood Hall)         893153 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 
Honywood Hall Hire                                                      Karin Mann 891215 
St Peter’s Church Extension Hire                                 Karin Mann 891215 
Village Hall hire  Sue Pulford 892063    
URC hall hire Janet Davies 819419 
St Peter’s—Interment of Ashes and Iron Crosses         Chris Munton 891817 
Great Totham Parish Council Clerk: Clive Potter 891474 
District Councillors John Keyes  891388 
 Richard Siddall              07979 853947 / 890809 
County Councillor      Mark Durham       01245 227249       mobile: 07850 967239 
Great Totham Primary School  891091 
Maldon District Council                  854477 
Maldon Citizens Advice Bureau   875774 
Police Community Support Officer     101 
Water                                01245 491234 
Electricity                              0845 6014516 
Frank (Drugs Helpline)  (free)                             0300 1236600 
Childline Helpline for children                  0800 1111 (free) 
Maldon District Health / Wellbeing advice      emily.fallon@maldon.gov.uk 
NSPCC 24 hr helpline for children            0800 800 500 (free) 
The Samaritans       116 123 
DIAL UK (Disability Information & Advice Line)                               www.dialuk.info 
Church of England, St. Peter’s   Rev’d Sue Godsmark        891513 
Totham Barn Free Evangelical Church     Elder Bob Bell          893085 
United Reformed Church Vacant 
Wickham Bishops Church Rev’d Hilary Le Sève        892867 
Maldon Methodist Church Office  Rev’d Clifford Newman        853423 
Maldon Roman Catholic Church   Parish Priest - Fr.James Joseph           852259 
Society of Friends (Quakers)  Clerk to the meeting - Sue Smith        854056 
Salvation Army             853942 
Christian Growth Centre (CGC), Maldon Rob & Jeannie Saggs Pastors     855855 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
http://www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk
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